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June  2015 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Holy Communion  

Every Sunday 

Winter 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day - May) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Summer 

(June – Labor Day) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School in recess 

5th Sundays 

Sundays @ 10:00am 

Advent and Lent 

Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Winter 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day – May) 

9:30 AM 

5th Sundays  

@ 8:45 AM 
 

 

 
Mission Partners 

Redeemer Lutheran Church – Lansing 

Trinity Lutheran Church - Battle Creek 

 

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

239 E North St 

Hastings MI 49058 

Website: www.discover-grace.org 

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI 

 Phone: (269) 945-9414 

  (269) 945-2645 

 Fax: (269) 945-2698 
 

Ministers:  People of Grace    

 Parish Administrator: Victoria Alt 

      E-mail: ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org  
Monday - Thursday 

8 AM - 3PM                 Lunch 12 PM - 1 PM 

 Financial Coordinator: Linda Trongo  

      E-mail:  LTrongo@grace-hastings.org 

      E-mail: FinancialCoord@grace-hastings.org 

      or  trongocamper@mei.net    

 Custodian: Sharon Palmer 

 Minister of Music: Cindy Olson 

 Choir Accompanists: Marcia Bowman, 

Chris Bush 

 Bell Choir Leader: Kim Domke  

 Organist Emeritus: Donna Buehl 

2013  -  2015 
Executive Committee 

 President, Mark Bishop 

 Vice President, Doug Neeb 

 Secretary, Steve Carr 

Committee Chairs: 

 Lorie Gladyness, Worship 

 Tom Peck & Phil Poholski, Property 

 Bill Freedlund, Evangelism 

 Margaret Wood, Congregational Care 

 Jana Bishop, Youth & Family 

 Lorraine Freedlund, Education 

 Tim Schoessel, Stewardship 

 Diane Neeb, Social Activities 

 Kay Howell, Sarah Circle 

If you have any concerns or questions regarding 

church affairs contact one of these council 

members. 

 

http://www.discover-grace.org/
mailto:ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org
mailto:LTrongo@grace-hastings.org
mailto:FinancialCoord@grace-hastings.org
mailto:trongocamper@mei.net
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July Gracegram Deadline 

June 17, 2014 

Please submit articles to Stephen Kaiser (SLK) at:  

ihohrevlis@yahoo.com  or the Gracegram mailbox. 

Blessings of peace and love !   

SLK____________________________________ 

 

Meet Rev. Paul E. Kuhlman                
Pastor Paul comes to Grace Lutheran Church on 

Sunday, May 24, 2015 

Pastor Paul, as everyone calls him, was born in 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  He attended Mt. Healthy High 

School and later graduated from Capital University, 

Columbus, Ohio, majoring in history. While at 

Capital, Pastor Paul met his future wife, Mary 

Moore, the daughter of a Disciples of Christ 

minister, in a Latin American history class. Pastor 

Paul attended Trinity Lutheran Seminary in 

Columbus and just before internship in Dayton, 

Ohio, Mary and he were married by her father. 

On the day of graduation from seminary, Pastor 

Paul and Mary were landing in the major airport of 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, for a program that would 

change their lives. Pastor Paul had received a 

scholarship from the Lutheran World Federation to 

spend 15 months in Argentina to learn about the 

mission of the church. After 3 months of language 

training, Mary and he were sent to the northern 

province of Misiones. For the next 12 months, he 

learned about and served the ministry of a large 

Swedish congregation in a northern agricultural 

community. Mary and Paul were later asked to 

return as missionaries to this same congregation. 

For the next 9 years, Pastor Paul served two 

churches in Argentina, in Misiones and in the 

southern suburbs of Buenos Aires. The first 

congregation included more than 2000 members, 

scattered throughout the main parish and 4 

preaching points. The second call was a small 

congregation of 24 members, begun decades 

previously by an American Lutheran missionary. 

While serving in Buenos Aires, Paul helped to train 

the first woman Lutheran pastor in Latin America, 

served as chaplain to the theological students, 

assisted in the writing and publishing of a new 

Spanish worship and hymn book, and translated and 

published several books into Spanish. While serving 

in Argentina, Pastor Paul and Mary adopted two 

children, Angela and David. 

Pastor Paul and Mary returned to the US to continue 

studies at St. John’s University, Minnesota. Pastor 

Paul’s interest in the historical development of the 

Christian liturgy led him to St. John’s to acquire a 

Master of Arts in Liturgical Studies. Nine months 

into those studies, Mary gave birth to their third 

child, Allison. 

Following his post-graduate studies, Pastor Paul 

received a call to Trinity in Kissimmee, Florida, to 

begin a Hispanic ministry. After several attempts at 

worship and outreach among the Puerto Rican 

population of central Florida, the ministry did not 

grow fast enough to become self-supporting. It was 

closed in December 1989. 

In that same month, Pastor Paul received a call to 

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Suttons Bay, 

Michigan, beginning January, 1990.  For 22 years, 

Pastor Paul witnessed significant growth, oversaw 

the construction of a new community and 

educational wing, served 8 years as president of 

Leelanau Christian Neighbors, served as 

Community Spiritual Director for the Traverse City 

Emmaus Community for 5 years, led the music at 

the community VBS program for more than 12 

years, and completed the six month Intentional 

Interim Ministry Program. In June 2012, Mary 

retired as a Spanish teacher at Kalkaska High 

School, and Pastor Paul completed his ministry at 

Immanuel. 

In 2011, Mary and Pastor Paul purchased their first 

home in Hastings, Michigan, and moved here in late 

June, 2012 to enjoy the sounds and sights of Lower 

Lake. In September, 2012, the bishop and synod 

council assigned Pastor Paul to Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Jackson as the Intentional Interim Pastor 

(IIP). He completed his assignment at Immanuel in 

July, 2013, after a successful year of change, 

renewal, and discovery on the part of the members 

and leaders of Immanuel. 

In August, 2013, Pastor Paul received the 

assignment to serve as the IIP at St. Luke’s 

Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids.  In this large, 

growing, and inclusive ministry, he led them 
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through the process of change and renewal until 

they were able to receive a new pastor in May, 

2015.  After several weeks of vacation, Pastor Paul 

was appointed by the bishop to serve as the 

Intentional Interim Pastor of Grace, Hastings, 

offering pastor leadership for change, renewal, and 

discovery.  He also returns to being the pastor of his 

wife, Mary. 

Since becoming a part of the North/West Lower 

Michigan Synod of the ELCA, Pastor Paul has 

served on several synod ministries including the 

synod Worship Committee, the Honduras 

Taskforce, and as a member and secretary of the 

Synod Global Mission Committee for the last 4 

years. 

President’s Pen… 

 
 

There are times when my writing juices just don’t 

flow!  Therefore, I am going back in the archives of 

President Pen’s and sharing snippets of intended 

inspiration to our Grace family.   

 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:20, “What we have 

is one body with many parts, each its proper size 

and in its proper place.  No part is important on its 

own.”   

 

Every individual is important to the health of our 

church.  Every individual is significant and one 

individual is not more important than another.  

When we understand our individual significance 

and the significance of others, it will enable us to 

work in harmony, like a fine tuned machine, doing 

Gods work, here on earth.   

 

1 Timothy 6:18 

Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, 

to be generous and ready to share… 

 

A wise man told me many time in my youth that the 

simple things in life will ultimately have the most 

meaning. 

 

I am often reminded that God provides to those who 

are faithful.  For many years, Sarah Circle has 

sponsored Easter breakfast here at Grace L.C.  I 

have been blessed that they asked me for a few 

years to coordinate and blessed again when 

everyone I ask to help steps up to the plate.  Asking 

for help face to face is amazing!  

 

Proverbs 3: 5-6 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 

rely on your own insight. In all your ways, 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your 

paths. 

 

Trust is honesty, confidence and reliability placed 

on another person or group.  Building trust is all 

about communication and open dialog among 

people. 

 

Psalm 23: 2-3  

He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads 

me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He 

guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 

sake. 

 

Part of the “Listening to God” meetings that Pastor 

Roger Hardy moderated here at Grace were devoted 

to writing a Mission Statement that would give us 

direction.  There was wonderful participation and 

conversation that engaged 40+ members of Grace.  

This was a spiritual exercise of finding out who we 

are and where we would like to go (goals).  

Collectively our group came up with six powerful 

words: Saved, Grace, Call, Worship, Sent and 

Serve.  I think of our Mission Statement as our 

spiritual compass.  When we get turned around or 

side tracked, we should get in the habit of revisiting 

and reminding ourselves of our direction and goals. 

 

In Matthew 28: 19-20 Jesus said, “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 

have commanded you.”  Jesus asked his disciples to 

follow him and that they should go and help others 

grow.  Let us ask God how we can help others see 

him more clearly.  As we help others transform 

spiritually through baptism and teaching, Jesus will 

bring us to maturity as well.   

 

Matthew 18:3 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I say to you, 

unless you are converted and become like children, 

you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven”. 
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Jesus used a child as an object lesson on humility to 

his disciples when He was questioned, “Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven”?  Jesus 

illustrated to his disciples to humble yourself until 

you become as this child – exhibiting trust, 

openness and eagerness to learn.  These are the 

childlike qualities that constitute greatness. 

 

In Isaiah 43: 18-19, God promised his people that 

he would do something fresh and innovative, but it 

would require patience.  To look forward with joy 

would require letting go of the past.  Learning from 

history is useful.  Dwelling on the past is 

destructive.  So Isaiah’s advice to the Israelites was 

to forget what’s behind you and move forward 

toward the good that is sprouting right beneath your 

feet.   

 

My prayer to you in this New Year is that we 

individually and collectively “Spring Forth” and 

await the Lords “new thing” He has planned for 

us... 

 

Hebrews 13: 14-16 

For here we have no lasting city, but we are looking 

for the city that is to come.  Through him, then, let 

us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name.  Do 

not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 

for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 

One question that was addressed in the book of 

Hebrews is, “What is your spiritual condition?  Do 

you merely profess to be a Christian or are you a 

true believer?”  The unknown author of the book of 

Hebrews speaks of the power of the love of Christ 

in relation to spiritual and social duties.  

Specifically, sharing your gifts with others. 

 

Sharing and doing good in God’s eyes goes far 

beyond tithing and monetary support.  Sharing 

includes giving freely of your time, helping others 

with your God given talents and spending time 

visiting, encouraging and praying with and for 

people that have had difficult circumstances shatter 

their will and spirit.   

 

Happy Mother’s Day, Happy Father’s Day and 

remember our fallen military on Memorial Day. 

Peace be with you all and join the excitement of 

renewal and new beginnings here at Grace. 

Mark 

From the Bishop… 
Why Is It Taking So Long to Get a Pastor? 

 

Perhaps a bishop's most important work, aside from 

preaching and presiding, is to see to it that the call 

process goes well. This single task constitutes the 

bulk of our called staff's work. Since I began 

serving as bishop, 22 congregations completed the 

call process, 16 congregations are currently in the 

call process, as many as 20 congregations may find 

themselves in the call process in the next 18 

months. That's half of our synod's congregations. At 

the Conference of Bishops meeting in March, I 

participated in a very helpful conversation about the 

call process. Here are a few things that I heard that I 

find to be true. 

 A belabored call process can drain the life 

out of a congregation and its mission. The 

Ministry Site Profile isn't for everyone. 

Some bishops are engaging call committees 

in conversation rather than paperwork so the 

bishop can prayerfully nominate a single 

candidate more quickly. 

 Framing the process as "hiring" is not 

helpful. Congregations are seeking a 

continuing mutual relationship with a pastor. 

Bathing the process in prayer and grounding 

it in Bible Study helps us to remember this. 

 Interim Ministry does not work for every 

congregation. Sometimes a transitional 

pastor appointed by the bishop who is, in 

time, available for call is a more salutary 

approach. 

 The days of congregations receiving 

multiple candidates have passed. Insisting 

on multiple names will slow the process, 

since bishops are often fortunate to be able 

to provide a single name. Call Committees 

are wise to quickly interview every name 

they receive. If they delay to act, the 

candidate is likely to be called to another 

congregation. 

 Interviews conducted frugally, 

compensation packages beneath synod 

guidelines, an unwillingness to work toward 

guidelines, and shaming a pastor for asking 
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for guidelines make it harder for a 

congregation to retain or attract a pastor. 

 Pastors are attracted to congregations that 

genuinely want to be involved in their 

communities. Most pastors are already part 

of a loving church family, so a congregation 

describing itself exclusively that way is not 

likely to attract a pastor. 

 3-4 people in a congregation mistreating and 

disrespecting a pastor often convince the 

pastor to leave. Often the majority of the 

congregation is oblivious. Expressions of 

appreciation and addressing unhealthy 

behaviors in the congregation go a long way 

to help pastors to stay. 

I am still formulating the bullet points I'd give 

pastors. When they are done, I will share them with 

you. "What about Easter?" You ask. Bringing the 

right rostered leader and congregation together is a 

profound way that Jesus brings new life to his 

church, and, through the church, to the world. 

Christ is Risen! 

The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop 

 

 

 

Property Committee is liquidating the five (5) 

remaining pews in storage. These pews will be 

offered to church members first. After June 7th, the 

pews will be sold on the internet. Please contact 

Phil Poholski or any council member if you are 

interested. 

Financial Coordinator Office Hours 

                June 12, 2015 

                8:00-12:00 

 

 

Evangelism News 

The evangelism committee met on Monday 

May11th. 

 

We reviewed chapter 5 of “Reviving the 

Congregation” by Pastor Foss. This dealt with the 

importance of the vision, mission and values of our 

church. They should be accessible and used as a 

guide for the congregation. Also discussed was the 

importance of reflecting on past ministries of the 

congregation that were successful and promoted 

fellowship and service. The success of the past can 

be an inspiration for the future. We need to take the 

time to reflect on what brought people together as a 

congregation and fostered outreach. Pastor Foss 

also stressed continuous learning through constant 

evaluation.  The committee decided on tentative 

dates for upcoming events. 

 

1. Backpack preparation - for Backpack Blessing 

day scheduled for Aug 30th. Special collections for 

backpacks will be taken. 

2. Faith and Art Walk- end of September or early 

October – begin sign up in mid-July. 

3. Holley Trolley event should be scheduled for the 

first part of December on a Friday evening. Sign up 

will begin at the end of October. 

 

It was decided that Evangelism would be open to 

assist with other church wide events as they develop 

and would be happy to work with other committees 

as needed. 

 

Discussed an updated summer information card. 

The card should be ready for the first of June.  

The yard signs have been passed out and are now in 

use. We have 1 left to use on special occasions. 

Total of 10 were printed for this pilot program.   

 

Education News for June 
 

  The Sunday School closing took place on May 

17th.  The Grace youth enjoyed listening to the 

“Clappers Kids” ringing out a “Joyful Song” for the 

Lord in the Opening. They then made musical 

instruments so that they could make “Joyful noises” 

praising God.  Sweet treats were enjoyed by all to 

end the Sunday School year. 

    Vacation Bible Experience Day is being planned. 

VBE day will take place in August on a Saturday 

but the exact day has not been determined. More 
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information will come by way of the Sunday 

bulletin and the Gracegram. Helping hands are 

needed so please contact Lorraine Freedlund if you 

can help. 

    Sunday School is in needed of a Superintendent 

and more Sunday School teachers. Also, the 

Education Committee is in needed of several Grace 

members to help evaluate the present Sunday 

School progam. We need to look at how we will 

instruct our youth in their Lutheran/Christian beliefs 

and what format will best meet their needs. “Times 

they are a changing.” 

   A BIG thank you to Carl Schoessel, Luke Domke, 

Chris Bush, David Neeb, and Kim Domke for your 

constant dedication to the Christian education of our 

youth at Grace. 

Also, thank you Lord for our Pastor’s class and the 

youth groups that share the JOY of our faith in fun 

activities, and fellowship.  God bless you all for 

your service and gifts used in His name. 

 

Lorraine Freedlund, Education Chair 

 

Geranium Sales - Many THANKS 
 

Grace is very thankful to everyone that 

ordered geraniums this year in support of youth 

programs.  We sold 398 plants to about 60 

customers.   

 

Also a BIG thank you to Thrivent 

Financial Services for its continued funding 

support.  They provided a $250.00 gift card that 

helped offset the cost of the plants.  Cotant’s Farm 

Market partnered again this year & Family Fare 

saved empty boxes for packaging.  

 

At least 8 youth helped greeting guests and handing 

out plants.  

Heartfelt thanks to Mary, Gwen, Kenzie and Kay 

for calling past buyers for orders.  Gwen and Kelly 

kept the "gang" in line handing out flowers.  Vickey 

and Kay manned the sales and did another great 

job. 

 

Blessings to all of you and thanks. 

 

Joe Longcor, Grace Youth Grunt.... :-) 

 

 

 

Special Backpack 

Collections 

 
Schools out for the summer!  

Not too soon to be thinking 

about our annual backpack distribution. We hope to 

purchase backpacks and supplies during the summer 

to get ready for late August. We are in need of 

funds to buy supplies. Please consider a donation to 

the backpack program. We will start collecting 

money in mid-June. Also we will soon be providing 

a box for those who would like to donate school 

supplies. Thanks for all your help with this event to 

support children in our community!  

 

A note from Pastor Amy… 

Sisters and Brothers of Grace Lutheran Church, 

 

While a note cannot fully express my/our feelings, I 

will do my best to let you all know what a warm 

and wonderful blessing my "God be with you" 

farewell Sunday was. My heart and spirit overflows 

still with the love you showed for me and shared 

with me and my family. 

 The words of thanksgiving for my service as your 

pastor, your affirmation, encouragements, and 

stories of blessing resound in my heart and cause 

my spirit to sing! The love, care and thoughtfulness 

you shared and showed to me, Mike, Barny and 

Corban is a gift that continues to shine in my 

soul/our lives and hearts. I am grateful for my time 

as your pastor. I am grateful for your faithfulness to 

God the Father, Son and Spirit. 

 Keep shining the light of faith, love and hope. Keep 

telling the Story of Jesus and his love. May peace, 

reconciliation, and renewal be yours now and ever. 

My prayers go up for all of you in thanks and in this 

time of transition. 

 Faithful love and may blessings fall upon you! 

Pastor Amy, Mike, Barny and Corban 
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June Birthdays 

 

6-1 Barb Bowman 

6-2 George Weller 

6-3 Gwen Hansen 

6-3 Melinda Shepler 

6-3 Karen Schlachter 

6-5 Cheryl Cole 

6-6 Opal Gillions 

6-6 Beulah Benedict 

6-8 Nathaniel DeDecker 

6-10 Beverly McManaway 

6-10 Emmy Hinken 

6-12 Chelsie Hughes 

6-12 Jack Barnaart 

6-13 Jeremy Golembeske 

6-13 Cora Cunningham 

6-14 Vickey Argo 

6-14 Hope Peck 

6-14 Emmalee Peck 

6-19 Kristen Beckwith 

6-20 Tom Drumm 

6-20 Rob Burrus 

6-25 Jerry Buehl 

6-28 Eileen Oehler 

6-28 Don Converse 

6-29 Scott Hubbard 

6-30 Diana Brown 

6-30 Susan Barnaart 

 

June Baptisms 

6-1 Lois Von Seggern 

6-1 Kay Marsh 

6-1 Diane Wilkinson 

6-1 Phil Poholski 

6-3 Ron Neil 

6-3 Jan Tossava 

6-4 Kay Howell 

6-4 Nicole Wood 

6-5 Elnora Beckwith 

6-5 Opal Gillions 

6-5 Terry Bushee 

6-9 Steve Rider 

6-15 Carla Neil 

6-22  Danielle Drumm 

6-24 Cheryl Drumm 

6-24 Clyde Watson 

6-26 Mary Williams 

6-28 Emily Burrus 

6-28 Robbie Burrus 

6-29 Barry Wood 

6-30 Rob Burrus 

 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 

6-1 Larry & Linda Maupin 

6-6 Lyle & Joyce Proksch 

6-7 Michael & Charlotte Anton  

6-7 Rod & Marcia Bowman 

6-10 Pastor Mike Kemper/Jane Secor 

6-10 Dan & Melissa Patton 

6-12 Charles & Bonnie Converse 

6-12 Richie & Katie Groves 

6-17 George & Jan Weller 

6-17 Karen & Phil Schlachter 

6-17 Ed & Kim Domke 

6-17 Phil & Amy Poholski 

6-23 Russ & Linda Trongo 

6-24 Steve & Traci Wales 

6-26 Jack & Carol Vos 

 

 

 

Memorials 

  

6-1-1990 Anthony Straley 

6-15-1995 Irene Golnek 

6-20-2003 Carolyn Tossava 

6-21-2000 Michael Rogers 

 

 

 


