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Today, we hear the story of Lazarus being raised from the dead. Lazarus in his life was a believer in 

Jesus as the Messiah. Mary and Martha, Lazarus’ sisters, also believe Jesus to be the Son of God. 

So, it is a troubling thing for Mary and Martha, that Jesus would permit Lazarus, someone Jesus 

loved to die when Jesus had the power to prevent Lazarus’ death. 

When Jesus comes to Bethany, Mary and Martha are angry at Jesus for the lateness of his arrival 

and the fact that his delay resulted in their brother’s death. But their grief and anger have not resulted 

in a rejection of Jesus as the Messiah and one who acts with ultimate the power of God. Although 

Lazarus is dead, Martha asks Jesus to raise Lazarus from the dead on the day of the resurrection. 

Martha’s hope for Jesus’ saving help has moved from the present to the future. Mary too has lost all 

hope in Jesus to do anything now for Lazarus-which is why she is scandalized by Jesus’ request for 

the tombstone to be rolled aside. 

Mary and Martha forget that Jesus is the resurrection and the life always – time has no bearing and 

poses no limitation on Jesus’ saving power. Jesus is the resurrection and the life now – this very 

moment and in every moment. Because Jesus is God, he does what only God can do, he raises 

Lazarus from death. But Jesus does not do so unilaterally. Jesus calls upon the bystanders of 

Lazarus’ resurrection to help unbind Lazarus from his graveclothes – to remove the sign of death and 

usher Lazarus back into life.  

Saints are nothing more than bystanders to the resurrection. Saints are people who believe that 

Jesus is the resurrection and the life – now and always. Saints are people who believe that Jesus is 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world and the one sent from God to grant eternal life 

to everyone. 

As bystanders of the resurrection, saints have a job to do. Saints are to do the same work that Jesus 

commissioned those at Lazarus’ grave to do: take off their graveclothes and set them free. Saints are 

people who help unbind other people from their graveclothes – from those things that bring death and 

destruction - and usher people into eternal life with God in Jesus Christ. Saints are people who 

unwrap the bindings of death in the lives of people we meet through our telling of the story of Jesus’ 

resurrection. And through telling our story of being unbound from sin and death by Jesus Christ. 

Jesus calls upon us, the saints of the Church, to help unbind one another from all that keeps us in the 

grave – that which keeps us living as walking dead rather than resurrected believers in Jesus. 

All those who have died in faith, as bystanders to the resurrection, are saints. You and I are saints: 

bystanders to the resurrection. All those who come after us, who are believers in Jesus, are saints: 

bystanders to the resurrection.  
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How are we bystanders to the resurrection? We were not there when Jesus was raised from the 

grave. But, we do stand by the empty tomb in awesome wonder each week at the communion table. 

Each week we come to the altar, the place Jesus was laid, the altar from which Jesus was raised to 

new life, to eat and receive the gift of forgiveness of sin and new life. We come because we believe 

that Jesus is not dead, but raised from the dead – we believe that Jesus lives and has power over all 

time and all creation – all life and all death now. We are bystanders to the resurrection through the 

Word of Scripture and the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. 

Saints are extraordinary not because of what they do in their lives, but because of who they put their 

faith in: God in Jesus Christ. Saints are not people who work to earn their salvation, but who are 

saved and therefore, work with God in Jesus Christ, out of sheer thankfulness for God’s blessings in 

Jesus. Saints are people who live their lives unbound from the fear of death. Because Jesus is the 

resurrection and the life, because death and sin have been defeated, saints live fearlessly and 

thankfully in accord with God’s will. 

Today we remember those who in their lives unbound us from our graveclothes and pointed us to 

Jesus Christ. And today we celebrate and give thanks for the living saints who meet us at the tombs 

in our lives, those places where we lost in the darkness of sin and despair that is killing us. Those 

saints who bear the light of Christ and who with their God blessed voices, call us out of sin and death 

– who unbind us, set us free, walk us out of the grave and remind us that we too, are beloved by God 

in Jesus Christ and that our sickness will not end in death [John 11:4], but in resurrection – always. 

Thanks be to God in Jesus Christ for all the saints. 


