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Easter!  What a wonderful season of the year.  THE most important 

season of the church year.  Everything in the Church calendar culminates 

in the experiences and proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus from 

death and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  These two events, coupled with 

Jesus’ death on the cross, make up the foundation and source of the 

church’s life, ministry, and mission.   

Much of the world gets caught up with bunnies, candy, and colored eggs, 

signs of a secular celebration of Easter and the coming of Spring.  

However, these natural elements do little to help the church understand 

this significant season.   The symbols or “natural elements” of the church 

are grounded on a cross, an empty tomb, and the witnessing of the 

disciples.   

Easter is the season in which we peer into an empty tomb and gather into 

an upper room and witness the events through the visions and words of a 

group of frightened, confused disciples.  What we see and what we hear 

is as confusing and frightening for us today.  Do not let 2000 years of 

witness cloud this fact!  Let the words and responses of those disciples 

continue to do what they have done throughout the centuries, mark the 

course of the church.    

Take a look at the bishop’s article, “A New Way to Celebrate Easter,” 

since his theological and liturgical insight might help you see Easter in a 

new light.  Of course, Easter still is “50 Days of Joy” as I explain in my 

article, Living Liturgy, as I answer the question, why 50 days? 

Happy Easter, 2016, and may this year’s celebration be “new” and “life-

changing” for all the members of Grace. 
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Notes  from the Veep 

by Chris Bush 

“…so that….”  It’s not a typo.  I’m not saying “so what,” 

I’m saying “so that.”  Council has just finished reading and 

discussing a book called Reclaiming the “E” Word, with 

the “E” word being “evangelical.”  In our culture, the term 

“evangelical” these days seems to be more about imposing 

one’s religious point of view onto someone whom you feel 

must be “saved” because they have it all wrong.  In our 

reading, we learned that the root of “evangelical” actually 

points to “good news.”   

 

Christians have learned about the Good News of Christ, 

have come to love it, and are encouraged to live it, showing 

and spreading this Good News around the globe.  And here 

is where “so that” comes into play.  We acknowledge 

God’s blessings every day:  family, friends, food, work, a 

home.  God blesses us so that we can be a blessing to 

others.  God puts mentors into our lives who guide and 

support us so that we can in turn guide and support others.  

God is able to multiply the blessing of enough food for us 

to eat so that we can share our loaves and fish with a 

multitude of others.  God provides volunteer opportunities 

so that we can show people we care.  God blesses us with 

shelter so that we can strive to see that every family has a 

roof over their head. 

 

If you remove the “so that” and the rest of the sentence, 

then there is no call for a response to the Good News and 

we keep God’s love to ourselves.  But love feels so much 

better when it is shared.  So, don’t be bashful about being 

an evangelical!  Be the “so that” God is calling you to be! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Liturgy —  50 Days of Joy 
by Pastor Paul 

Sometimes Lent seems to be the longest season of the Church calendar, 40 days of discipline—prayer, study, and 

charity.  We spend the season of Lent in repentance, it is the middle and end of winter and it just seems so long and dark.  

But in reality, there is another season longer than Lent. 

The early church Fathers were smart, in planning Easter.  They too saw how long Lent can be and chose to make Easter, 

the premier celebration of the church, longer than Lent.  Whereas Lent is 40 days of repentance, Easter is 50 days of joy. 

Though our culture may celebrate Easter on only one given Sunday, the first Sunday after the first full moon after the 

Spring equinox (that is how Easter is set each year and why it fluctuates year after year), the Church celebrates Easter, 

the resurrection of our Lord, for 50 great days.  All through the season we encounter the resurrected Lord and the 

surprise of the disciples.  Jesus appears in closed rooms, he has conversations of life-changing significance with Peter, 

and the reality of resurrection is portrayed in obvious ways. 

The stories of the resurrection are unveiled during the Easter season going to lengths to show that “Jesus was dead but 

now is alive.”  There is no resuscitation, no immortality going on.  The evangelists go to extreme to point out that Jesus 

was dead, in the true and real sense of that word.  Then on Easter, God brought Jesus back to life through the 

resurrection.  That is why Easter is a season of joy. 

The readings of Easter remind us that nothing can stop God from completing God’s plans.  Death, Hell or the Devil 

cannot be victorious over the power and love of God.  Even in death, what was viewed as the ultimate enemy of God, 

God is victorious; God is resurrection. Resurrection defeats the power of death; death “loses its sting.”  So that, “whether 

we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”  Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord 

(Romans 8). 

Maundy Thursday ends the long season of Lent, and Easter morning or the second half of the Easter Vigil on the 

Saturday of Holy Week begins 50 days of Christian joy.  The promise of God is true; we will all be resurrected when 

Jesus returns.  We know this because God so loved his Son, that he gave him back his life and restored him to His right 

hand.  Those are the promises we trust and celebrate throughout the 50 days of Easter.  Jesus is risen!  He is risen, 

indeed! 
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President’s Perspective 
by Doug Neeb 

The Congregational Council has voted to adopt a 6 month 

plan to de-clutter, clean, and improve our church building 

for the purpose of Mission and Ministry.  As we move 

forward you will start to see things changing.  We would 

like to ask for your patience as we work through the tasks 

required; and I would like to share a personal story with 

you. 

Diane and I agreed to embark on a landscaping job to 

build a walk-way using cement and landscaping blocks.   

If you’re not familiar with using landscaping blocks, 

there is prep work involved to get the ground ready to 

place the blocks. This includes a sand base and leveling, 

packing the base… in other words a lot of manual labor.  

I devised a plan to limit my work by having a contractor 

pour the cement steps extra wide and using the cement to 

support the blocks.  For this plan to work, the height of 

the step has to match the height of the block, or vice 

versa, the block height has to add up to the step height.  

The steps were poured and I measured the height.  I 

know exactly what size blocks will work with my plan.  

Now all I have to do is get Diane to pick the block color 

and I can start working. We head off to pick up blocks 

and Diane not only has a color preference but a size 

preference in her vision of this project. Her size 

preference, in my mind, is going to make me go back to 

prep and level every step, outside of the poured cement, 

adding a lot more work.  I had lost sight of the initial 

vision, all I could see was the extra work involved.  

Diane could still see the entire vision of what we wanted 

the outcome to be. It caused a fight and I acted in a non-

Christian way.  We agreed to take a block home so I 

could re-plan how to finish the job.  When we got home I 

threw the block down next to the steps, and started to 

stomp off when I noticed that something didn’t look 

right.  The block fit perfectly. I had measure incorrectly.  

I would like to tell you that I went and begged for 

forgiveness, but that wasn’t the case. I pouted for at least 
a full day. 

We had been married for close to 33 years at the time of the 

last re-modeling project.  You would  think that we would 

have learned to communicate better together.  Now, start to 

think of the remodeling project that you heard of for our 

building and the church body, the things that have changed, 

like the removal of the pews and the new hymnal.   Think 

about all the new things we’ve tried to start us moving 

forward, like the Art Walk and Holly Trolley events; think 

about all the ideas that have been talked about to build the 

church body here at Grace and all the communication that 

needs to happen for us to move forward.  If you have 

questions or concerns, please direct them to one of the 

Council members and give us a chance to address your 

concern.  The keys to moving forward as one body are 

listening to the Spirit and communicating with each other.  

Let’s not forget to do either one.  

Constitution Update 

 by Chris Bush 

The forums to discuss Grace’s proposed new constitution 

had about 20 members attending all together, with good 

discussions.  The next step is for the Constitution Task 

Force (Chris Bush, Pastor Paul, Margaret Wood, and Doug 

Neeb) to work through the comments made and determine 

where language may need to be fine-tuned.  After revisions 

are completed, the constitution will then be brought before 

the Council, so that they can decide if it is ready to go to a 

vote by the congregation.  A “responsiveness summary,” 

which will show the comments received and how they were 

addressed, will accompany the revised constitution.  The 

Task Force will also complete and include the proposed 

bylaws and continuing resolutions.  The congregation will 

be given ample time to review the documents, and then a 

congregational meeting will be called for the vote.  We 

hope to finish revisions and have the documents distributed 

sometime in May. 

 

Website Upgrade 
Opening Day is Approaching 

 by Pastor Paul 

Several major edits and additions have been made to the 

“draft” website, and we are nearing the date for the Grand 

Opening or “Grand Upload.”  During March the site was 

shown to most of the committees and other groups and their 

comments have been recorded and appreciated by the 

Communication Team.  The site was also seen by those 

who attended the Easter Breakfast and the Coffee Hour 

after the late service on Easter.  The changes and 

suggestions are being made as this GraceGram is being 

published. 

The Grand Opening is being planned for April 11th.  

Though the new site will be up and running, remember that 

the things you see are only the beginning.  We hope to 

update it monthly with new pictures and contemporary 

“news,” and we will uploading the new GraceGrams each 

month and weekly bulletins as often as we can. 

When you see it up and running; post a link on your 

Facebook page or through email to all your friends, family, 

and neighbors, inviting them to take a peek and comment 

on our page.  Help us introduce this new site to as many 

people as we can.  It is another way to do “outreach” and 

“proclaim” the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
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Words from Bishop Satterlee 
A New Way to Celebrate Easter 
 by Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, PHD., Bishop 

At the most recent meeting of the Conference of Bishops, 

Kenneth W. Inskeep, Director of Research and Evaluation, 

shared with us that “many ELCA congregations believe 

they are already doing exactly what they should be doing, 

no more and no less, when they provide worship; attend to 

members who are sick and needy; contribute to charity in 

the local community; and teach people the basics of the 

Christian faith.” I am not surprised. As a parish pastor, I 

endured conference after conference aimed at teaching me 

to make my congregation the “best” at doing these things. 

When I was told to downplay the sacraments because they 

are divisive, I went off to graduate school to find a better 

way.  

Statistics indicate that, if congregations exist to worship, 

care for members, contribute to charities, and teach the 

faith, and nothing more, there are 1,500 too many 

congregation in the ELCA. Looking across our Synod, one 

can spot places where we have too many congregations. 

Thank the Lord that our church is not a business that closes 

franchises! Still, unless we do something more or different, 

many of our congregations are not sustainable. You see, 

being the “best” at worship, charitable contributions, and 

teaching leaves us clawing for the biggest piece of the 

shrinking pie that is people interested in congregational 

membership.  

What can congregations do? First, we can prayerfully ask 

Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, to come to us behind the 

locked doors of our fear, extend us his peace, breathe the 

Holy Spirit into us, and send us to the people in our 

neighborhood and the congregations that are our neighbors 

with the good news of new life in Christ. Be serious and 

ready, though, because Jesus will come.  

Second, congregations can do something more to cooperate 

and collaborate rather than coexist and compete with their 

nearest ELCA congregations. This might be hard, because 

an unanticipated consequence of trying to be the “best” is 

that partners become competitors. Congregations will need 

to forgive, recast the narrative of the relationship with the 

neighboring congregation, and be willing to be the first to 

sacrifice–all things God does for us.  

Third, congregations can have a community impact and be 

an important part of their local neighborhoods. This 

certainly means getting out of our queues and into the 

streets. It means going not to bring Jesus to the people who 

are there, but to meet Jesus who is already there. And it 

means expecting to encounter the risen Christ in people 

different, sometimes very different, from us.  

I know all the reasons why these things can’t happen. I also 

know one reason why they can and will: Jesus Christ died 

on the cross and rose from the dead. Now, he brings new 

and abundant life. And I expect that Jesus intends new and 

abundant life for his church, his body in the world. As you 

do all the powerful and wonderful things we do this holy 

week and Easter, take a moment and think about how we 

can embrace the new life Jesus brings. 

Fulfilling our Vision 

 by Chris Bush 

To begin achieving the Vision Team’s recommendation of 

making our building more welcoming to visitors (we are 

doing a good job of making ourselves more welcoming!), 

Council has developed a timetable for various projects that 

will change the look and feel of our building.  We have 

prioritized, strategized, and organized these projects so they 

will flow in an order that makes sense, and we will see the 

changes almost immediately!   

 

April’s tasks include decluttering.  Note that we do not 

intend to “re-clutter,” but to clear out materials that we 

have not used in two years.  Some things may be donated, 

some things may be thrown out, and some things will be set 

aside to go into a rummage sale (possibly the Hastings 

City-Wide Garage Sale in May).  We have already begun 

by clearing out many of the books in the conference 

room/library.  Shelving will soon be installed in the pole 

barn so we can store those things we use seasonally.  

Council will also be getting quotes for needed and wanted 

electrical updates and new carpeting (no more tripping 

hazards, in both categories!). 

 

Council members and other Grace leaders have been 

assigned certain rooms to oversee the clean-outs.  This 

means we’ll need volunteers:  listen for announcements and 

watch for notices about clean-out dates.  Better yet, pre-

volunteer by letting the Executive Committee (Pastor Paul, 

Doug Neeb, Chris Bush, Kate Watson, and Randy 

Teegardin) know that you are ready to go to work, and 

they’ll connect you to the right people!  God’s on the loose 

out in the world and inside our doors – get excited, Grace! 
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Education News 

 by Lorraine Freedlund 

The faith building Intergenerational Gathering 

will occur on Sunday, May 22nd from 9:30 am 

to 10:30 am.  There will be food, activities, and 

fellowship. Please come and join in the final Sunday School 

fellowship time.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

The Faith Building Commitee continues to plan for a 

children's Sunday faith building program. Look for the 

article in this GraceGram for further information. 

 

Chris Bush has volunteered her time to lead the Vacation 

Bible School Experience this summer. Look for more 

information in the coming months and in the Sunday 
bulletins. 
 

Evangelism/Outreach News 
by Bill Freedlund 

High lights of Chapter 3 from Living Lutheran by Dave 

Daubert: 
 

If we want to see what God is up to, then we need to look at 

more than the inside of a church building. God's movement 

in the world is full of purpose and this continues throughout 

all of human history. We cannot know everything about this 

kingdom of God – it is not yet fully present to us. God's 

kingdom is both “already but not yet.” It is already in the 

sense that God brought it about in the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus. It is a guaranteed reality. Also the 

kingdom of God is “not yet”. God is not finished with the 

world. We are waiting for its final fulfillment. This tension 

between the kingdom being “already” but also “not yet” is 

the tension in which Christians are called to live. God's 

dream includes celebrating for those who have little to 

celebrate. Those who are poor or outcast or forgotten are a 

priority in God's dream that have been forgotten in the 

world – but God wants no one left out. When we pray the 

Lord's prayer we are asking for a radical transformation of 

our world. We are urging God to finish his work in the 

world so that the dream of love, justice and peace will be 

here once and for all. Christians can only be faithful if they 

pray for a radically new future because that is what Jesus is 

committed to. God's work and dream are bigger than the 

church. It is God's work and God is doing it. We can only 

rejoice, respond, see and announce it to the world. 

 

Plans have been discussed for a new member welcome 

Sunday with a brunch between services on Pentecost 

Sunday in May.   

 

Noisy Offering will be held once a month. Announcements 

will be made before the start of worship as a reminder. 

 

We will have a representative from Honduras Missions visit 

Grace on Sunday, April 3rd, who will give a presentation at 

both services. 
 

April will be “Food Donation Month”. Each Sunday will be 

scheduled for different food and cleaning supplies. These 

products will be sent over to the Hastings Food Pantry. 

 

We are in the planning stages for the Barry Roubaix bike 

race volunteer participation on April 16 and possible 

Summerfest participation. 
 

The Grace banner is being revised with additional church 

information. 

 

There will be preliminary information gathering on the 

printing of a new church pictorial directory. 
 

 

Grace’s Youth 
by Jana Bishop 

The last two HS Youth meetings had the perfect number to 

all fit in one car and head to Biggby for a coffee treat and 

faith chat together. 

Please be sure to check the calendar for the April 3rd 

meeting – it is still undecided if it will be cancelled since it 

is Spring Break Week. 

We are planning on the Geranium sale in May and a 
Homeless event likely in June (details now being 

discussed).  Otherwise, we are rolling with new 

opportunities, meeting new challenges, and praying that 

God guides always. 

Middle school 

We continue to meet every other Sunday night with an 

energetic group of Middle Schoolers.   

Currently we are working on a trip to Rebounderz in Grand 

Rapids for a fun fellowship time for March 25th or 26th. 

Due to most of the kids being gone on Sping Break the MS 

youth will NOT meet on April 3rd but will be back on for 

April 17th and we are VERY much looking forward to 

being outside.  

God’s Children 

We had 2 youth on Feb 17th and had a blast – hoping for 

more on March 16th!! 

Thank you for your support and prayers! 
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Brothers in the News 
by Joe Longcor 

 Brothers of Grace Adopt-a-Highway clean-

up will be on Saturday, April 16th. Please 

meet at Grace at 8:45 a.m., we will leave by 9:00 a.m., and 

likely return by 11:00 a.m. at the latest.  You must be over 

16 years old to participate and watch a MDOT video 

beforehand. Ask Joe for details on the video or other any 

questions: 269-623-2348.  There's a sign-up on the "BOG" 

wall across from the mailboxes. 

 

Let's keep God's Earth beautiful. 

 
Heeeey...batter...batter... 
sswwinnnng! 

 

Detroit Tiger Home Plate faith-day game on Saturday, May 

7th. Brothers of Grace are coordinating an inter-generational 

road trip to Comerica Park to watch the Tigers whomp the 

Texas Rangers (we hope).  There is a sign-up on the "BOG" 

wall across from the mailboxes.  BOG plans to rent a 12 

seat van and Tim Schoessel is graciously letting us borrow 

his 8 seat vehicle.  We may also have another van or car in 

the "Grace convoy." 

 

Tickets are $34.00 each and include game entrance, faith 

program, and food coupon (about $5-6.00 value). We will 

leave the Grace parking lot by 6:30 a.m. on May 7th, attend 

the faith event in the morning, annnnnnd ...on the field 

Baseball Clinic, the game in the afternoon, and share a meal 

on the way back home.  We plan to be back about 8:30 p.m. 

that night.  Plan on money for beverages & food during the 

day, the meal back, and souvenirs if desired. 

 

We welcome young to old guys or gals, baseball gurus and 

newbies.  If you or someone is challenged with paying for a 

ticket, talk to Joe Longcor at church or by phone at 269-

623-2348 as Brothers will strive to help with the cost. 

 

Don't "strike out" ... join us for a great day of faith, 

fellowship and FUN! 

 

Accidental Unwelcoming 
by Kate Watson 

If you are familiar with the Harry Potter series, you will 

know that Albus Dumbledore is an extremely wise 

character who also happens to possess a wickedly poignant 

sense of humor. Take, for example, this exchange with a 

retired teacher that Dumbledore is hoping to recruit back to 

his teaching position: 

“I don't mean to be rude—" [Horace Slughorn] began, in a 

tone that threatened rudeness in every syllable. 

"Yet, sadly, accidental rudeness occurs alarmingly often," 

Dumbledore finished the sentence gravely. 

Like accidental rudeness, I believe that unwelcoming 

congregations happen alarmingly often.  This is not because 

the congregants intend to be unwelcoming. It is very 

pleasant to spend coffee time catching up with friends and 

talking with those who make us feel most comfortable. I 

believe many congregations think they are welcoming 

because they are friendly and engaging with people they 

know, and maybe even throw a smile and a “hello” towards 

a visitor. However, is that truly welcoming? Or does that 

say “this is our comfortable place, and we are willing to 

tolerate your presence, but you are not one of us?” 

Would it surprise you to know that I have heard more than 

a few of our members talk about how long it took them to 

“break in” to the congregation when they began visiting? 

That they felt very much on the outside until they had put in 

a significant amount of time and worked to be accepted into 

our midst? Yet I very much doubt any of us would say that 

we intended for those people to feel unwelcome or 

unwanted. 

Paul tells us in Romans 15:7 that we should: Welcome one 

another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 

So how can GLC be a Romans 15:7 congregation instead of 

an Accidentally Unwelcoming congregation? Let’s try to 

identify and address some of the roadblocks to being truly 

open and welcoming. 

For me, a big roadblock to engaging strangers is a fear of 

feeling awkward or of being seen as unworthy by the 

person I try to engage. Talking to strangers makes me 

nervous, I admit it. What has helped me to get over my 

nervousness is to realize that I’m not approaching that 

stranger for my benefit. Instead I’m approaching that 

person, as Romans 15:7 says, for the glory of God. What a 

perspective shift! All of a sudden, it is not about how 

talkative or socially adept I am, it’s simply about doing 

what God asked me to do. When I do, scripture tells us, the 

glory of God will be revealed. Does that mean every 

conversation has been easy-peasy and I’ve made a new best 

friend every time? No. However, even if I awkwardly 

flounder and have trouble carrying the conversation, I still 

walk away knowing that God won’t let that conversation go 

to waste. The pressure is on Him, not me, and thanks be to 

God for that! Remember that God wants His good news to 

spread. If you step out in faith to what He’s called us to do, 

He won’t disappoint you. 

Another roadblock to approaching people that we don’t 

know can be that we simply don’t know what to say. 

Obviously, you first need to introduce yourself. Avoid 
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asking “are you a visitor?” right off the bat – it may make 

visitors feel unnecessarily singled out. Instead, say 

something like “My name is _________; we haven’t met 

yet.” Make sure to smile and look at them warmly in the 

eyes and tell the person you are glad to get to talk to them. 

Share something that you particularly enjoyed about the 

service that morning, or that you did in the past week that 

was a highlight for you, you could even talk about the 

weather. By this time, hopefully you have ascertained if 

that person is visiting with us. If they are, say again how 

glad you are that we could host them. Ask if they have any 

questions about the worship service or our ministry (even if 

you don’t know the answers, you can always introduce 

them to a council member or Pastor Paul to help them find 

the answer). You could offer to show them around the 

building, or introduce them to committee leaders for any 

interests they have such as bible study or children’s 

ministries. Ask if they would like a copy of the church 

calendar or the GraceGram. Finally, tell them you hope to 

see them again. 

A final roadblock to being a Romans 15:7 Congregation 

can be the way we view our church. We find supportive, 

family relationships inside its doors. We build a community 

here, and we are comforted and feel accepted by the 

familiar faces and activities. What a blessing God has given 

us! However, in enjoying that blessing, it is easy to lose 

sight of the fact that the church is God’s house, not ours. 

The church’s purpose is to offer itself to a broken world 

that we might shed light into the darkness. In other words, 

our purpose lies outside our doors, not inside. Yes, we need 

the support, community, and healing that we offer to one 

another inside our doors, but our purpose does not end 

there. If we change our perspective so that we see church as 

more than a closed community, it becomes natural to be 

welcoming in the Romans 15:7 way, rather than 

accidentally unwelcoming. Try implementing a 5-minute 

rule during coffee time: spend the first 5 minutes actively 

seeking people you don’t know or don’t know well. This 

will help to put our focus more outward instead of only 

inward. 

In the exchange above, Horace Slughorn was trying to hide 

from a truth by saying he didn’t mean to be rude. But it is 

how we make people feel (not our words) that others will 

remember. GLC may have been accidentally unwelcoming 

in the past. Fortunately for us, we are people of the Gospel, 

which tells us that as we actively turn towards being a 

Romans 15:7 congregation, God’s grace will come running 

to meet us and we will not be disappointed! 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Church pilot project 

begins April 17th 
by Kate Watson 

Beginning April 17, GLC will begin offering a Children’s 

Church during the 10:45am worship service. Children 

5th grade and younger will be invited to leave the sanctuary 

after the Children’s Sermon to participate in a short lesson 

and activity that will be coordinated with that week's 

readings. (Children 3 years and younger would need to be 

accompanied by a parent.) The children would return to the 

sanctuary during the Passing of the Peace. 

 

GLC is implementing this as a pilot project (April 17 

through May 29), to evaluate whether it will be an effective 

means of faith building. The Faith Building Committee 

believes this could be a great opportunity to reach those 

children who attend worship with their families but do not 

attend the formal Sunday School hour prior to worship. It is 

also a wonderful opportunity to welcome children into the 

worship service who might normally be away from it in the 

Nursery. 

 

During the pilot project, the Nursery service will be 

suspended. The Faith Building Committee believes that 

children are important members of the body of Christ and 

that they bring unique gifts to the experience of worship 

that are important for all of us at the same time they are 

learning important lessons about the body of Christ from 

us. Should parents feel that their child has become too 

disruptive; the cry room at the back of the sanctuary will be 

prepared so that parents can continue worshipping while 

they tend to their child’s needs, and then bring them back 

when they feel it is appropriate to do so. 

 

If you have any questions, concerns, or positive feedback 

regarding this pilot project, contact Pastor Paul or Kate 

Watson (kp0027@gmail.com). As always, prayers for the 

discernment and support of the Faith Building Committee 

are welcomed! 

Geranium Sale 
by Joe Longcor 

Can you say Ge-ran-i-um?  Yep...warm weather and spring 

rains will again bring us the annual Geranium sale at Grace.  

All geraniums will be RED, 5-inch cuttings, hearty plants.  

Cotants is partnering with us again. 

 

Watch for a sign-up sheet in the entry area in late-April 

with delivery in mid-May.  Price and details will be posted.  

We have a limited 400 plants available.  Talk to Joe 

Longcor if you have questions. 

 

mailto:kp0027@gmail.com
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April is Food Drive Month 
by Bill Freedlund 

We are doing a special food collection drive during the 

month of April. Each week we will concentrate on a 

specific type of product. We hope to help fill the shelves at 

the Hastings Food Pantry. 

 

April 3 –  Favorite food Sunday -your favorite non-

perishable food item. 

 

April 10-- Box Food Sunday – Boxed potatoes, hamburger 

helper, rice, corn bread mix, macaroni & cheese, spaghetti, 

sugar, flour, etc. 

 

April 17 – Canned food items – vegetables, fruit, spaghetti 

o's, canned ravioli, spaghetti sauce, canned stew, tuna, etc. 
 

April 24-- Cleaning supplies / Toiletries - hand soap, bar 

soap, dish soap, laundry soap, toothpaste, etc. 
 

Thank you for your help for the Hastings community!! 
 

Pentecost Day  
New Member Brunch 
by Pastor Paul 

Pentecost Sunday is not until May 15 but the Community 

Outreach Committee (formerly known as the Evangelism 

Committee, under the leadership of Bill Freedlund) wanted 

the members of Grace to know that this is the date planned 

for New Member Sunday and a brunch to welcome and 

introduce them to the community.  The brunch will be set 

up for 9:15 until 10:30 am on May 15, the space of time 

between the services.  Bring your favorite breakfast dish to 

pass, and plan to meet the new members as well as greet the 

members from the other service you do not usually attend. 

A sign-up sheet will appear soon in the narthex bulletin 

board for you to indicate what you might bring.  Oh, and 

wear your name tags that Sunday, for sure, to help everyone 

get to know you.  Watch the May GraceGram for 

additional information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise -  
Homeless Alternative for Barry County?  

Ministry for Grace? 
by Pastor Paul 

On March 21, around 65 concerned citizens of the Barry 

County area met at Green Street Church in Hastings to hear 

a presentation on the homeless families of our community.  

We were reminded that scores of youth and children are 

homeless in our county, together with their parents, and 

there is little help for displaced families without separation 

of family members. 

Committed individuals for Family Promise, an ecumenical 

ministry to homeless families in 46 states, even in our close 

neighborhood of Grand Rapids, met to talk about the 

successful ministry of Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHF).  

IHF is committed to helping communities develop a 

workable ministry that helps homeless families’ immediate 

and long-term concerns.  Most of the families can be helped 

within 33-45 days. 

IHF and the Family Promise director from Grand Rapids 

were well received, and made it clear that three things are 

needed to make such a ministry function: 13 congregations 

volunteer for housing, consistent fundraising, and a vast 

network of volunteers.  This is a spirit-based ministry that 

depends on churches working together, something that has 

not always worked well in Hastings or Barry County. 

All 65+ participants that day agreed to meet again on 

Tuesday, April 17th at 7:00 pm in the Presbyterian Church.  

Pastor Paul will be attending, and he would like anyone 

who is interested in learning more about this possible 

ministry among the churches of Barry County, to join him.  

No commitment to any future ministry will be requested; it 

takes two years of conversations and planning to jump-start 

this kind of ministry.  We are in the first small steps of 

asking questions, nothing more.  If you are interested, 

contact Pastor Paul at the office or after church.  We need 

at least five more people to attend with him.  Is this the 

ministry God is opening to us for which our prayers for 

discernment have been asking?  Keep praying. 
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How Can I Pray for the Church? 
by Lori Gladyness 

Brothers and Sisters of Christ, last month five areas of 

prayer were shared from our guide John Maxwell from his 

book Partners in Prayer.  The five areas were:  

1. That People Would Sense the Glory of God 

2. That We Would Follow the Word of God 

3. That We Would be United in the Love of God 

4. That We Would Go Forth in the Mission of God 

5. That We Would Experience the Joy of God  

This month the area of prayer I invite you to is:  How can I 

pray for the church?   

In the midst of transition time being with God in prayer is 

instrumental in understanding the place of ourselves, our 

sisters and brothers in Christ, the church in our community 

and the church collectively. 

John Maxwell provides us with four suggestions and I have 

added my thoughts and a reflection to each: 

1. Pray Continually  

  The Apostle Paul in his advice to the church in 

Thessalonica said, “Be joyful always; pray 

continually; giving thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18).   The words “pray 

continually” can be a little frightening.   Pray 

continually does not mean we need to be in 

constant verbal or mental dialogue with Jesus.  

Consider when someone or something comes to 

your mind or heart, take a moment and share a 

prayer with God.    

  We often have routines in our lives and this is an 

opportunity to add prayer to something as simple as 

putting your socks on in the morning ask God to 

direct your steps and the steps of the church.  

Sitting quietly in a favorite chair looking at a 

favorite picture or nature scene, inviting God to sit 

with you is a form of praying.   You can also be 

very intentional by setting your alarm or praying on 

the half hour or hour of each day.   

Reflection:  Can you consider creating a prayer 

practice for the church that does not include a 

verbal or mental dialogue with Jesus?   

 

2. Pray Strategically 

Pray specifically for people, ministries, and 

activities of the church.  A suggestion for praying 

strategically is to consider where your heart or 

passion is within the church.  Is it with the children 

of the nursery, for the bell ringers, or choir 

members, for a particular ministry; if so pray for 

that ministry.  If you have a concern or praise about a 

particular ministry or person lift that to God in 

prayer.   Praying for the leaders of the church is 

praying strategically.   

Reflection:  Is there a person, a ministry, or an 

activity of the church you feel led to pray for this 

month?  

 

3. Pray Geographically 

This is a prayer practice I have used.  Before 

council meetings you may have seen me walking 

around the table praying over each seat.  I have 

walked into the youth room and prayed for the 

youth and the direction of our ministry for the 

youth.  There is a practice in many churches where 

before the service starts members pray in the four 

corners of the sanctuary and in key areas of the 

building.  Praying geographically adds an element 

to help with the direction of the prayer holding the 

knowledge that God will honor our prayers 

wherever they are.    

Reflection:  Is there an area of the church you could 

stand in and share a prayer the next four Sundays?  

 

4. Pray Powerfully  

Praying powerfully is believing in all that God can 

do.   God wants us to step out boldly in His name.   

Many of us have seen the power of God in our 

lives.  Use this to bolster you up to pray with the 

knowledge that God will answer your prayer.  A 

good tool to pray powerfully is using scripture for 

prayer.    

Reflection:  What is your favorite scripture 

passage?  Can you incorporate that into your prayer 

for the church?  

“Prayer is the right understanding of that fullness of joy 

that is to come, with accordant longing and sure trust.”  

― Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Forum 
by Pastor Paul 
 

Come join us every Sunday, at 9:30 am in the Fellowship 

Hall, between Sunday services.  We will meet every 

Sunday in April and May, ending some time before 

Memorial Day weekend (love hearing that date.  It means 

summer is near).  Just bring your bible or use one from the 

Conference Room, and be ready to share what you learn 

from the writer of 2 Samuel. 

The books of Samuel are loaded with important characters 

in Jewish and Christian history.  Come and see how they 

lived their faith, or NOT. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/156980.Julian_of_Norwich
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/360743
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God’s Redemption is Always at 

Work 
by Kate Watson 

I have heard it said that having children is like allowing 

little pieces of your heart to walk around outside your body. 

That felt especially true as I looked down at my 9-year-old 

son on an emergency room table. He was missing a chunk 

out of his right side after a neighbor’s dog had bitten him. 

He had never needed stitches before, and he was terrified. I 

would have given anything to take his place on that table. 

To have let that dog bite me, let the emergency room 

professionals stick me with needles, let them sew my flesh 

back together. It would have hurt; it would have been scary 

and difficult, but I so love that little boy that I would have 

done it, and I would have felt grateful that I could. 

Once the crisis had passed and he was home and safe, I 

stood in the shower thinking over all the events and trying 

to process all the feelings. I thanked God that it hadn’t been 

worse, I thanked God for all the people who were so kind 

and took such good care of him. I kept coming back to one 

instant where I held my son and looked into his face and 

felt so strongly that I wanted to trade places with him. And 

as I lingered in that moment, marveling at the depth of love 

I had felt, I heard God whisper into my heart “But why 

does that seem so surprising, Kate? It’s the way I love you, 

too.” And these two scriptures come to mind: 

 John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 

perish but may have eternal life. 

Matthew 7:11 

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give good things to those who ask 

him! 

Our Father, who loves us so dearly, clothed himself in 

human flesh, and gave himself over to torture, pain, and 

demoralization. He did all of these things to save us from 

the result of unredeemed sin – separation from Him. 

Because He is a God not only of love, but of redemption, 

He rose from the tomb on the third day. By this, we have 

faith that He will redeem every evil. 

We learn through the bible stories of Joseph and Esther that 

God’s redemption of a single evil act can span decades and 

be made up of tiny events that when strung together have 

the result of saving a family or even an entire nation. I 

believe that blessing I received - gaining a slightly deeper 

understanding of the way God loves all of his children – in 

the midst of a terrible situation, is an example of God’s 

redemptive process. I would never “trade” the experience 

my son went through for this knowledge, but that’s not how 

God works. 

Just like how God was at work on mankind’s redemption in 

the midst of mankind’s worst evil at the cross, He is at 

work on redemption in every moment of our lives. Even, 

and maybe especially, in the ones that are concurrent with 

evil, pain, and suffering. That is one of the things I love so 

much about God and have the joy of watching for. He 

leaves no moment untouched.  

 

 

 
"Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth 

into joyous song and sing praises!" - Psalm 95:1 

 

A shout of praise out to all the Bell Ringers that share this 

wonderful gift, inspiration, and joyful music at Grace.  I sat 

quietly again in awe of the talent, dedication, and giving of 

each person.  What a wonderful outreach for Grace and 

what a GIFT!  Most of you know I can't read music, 

struggle with pitch/notes, and everything...how do 10 or 

more people make such a "joyful noise" in unison is beyond 

me.  But I am grateful.  Special thanks to Kim for her 

dedication and energy to share her talents. 

 

They say..."All God's people got a place in the choir."  

Clearly, many have a place in God's work through bells.  

May God continue to lead this wonderful message 

 ~Joe Longcor 

 

Lord bless you all and many thanks for the cards you have 

sent. 

 ~Ilene Hilson 

 

Constitution Team—for leading the Congregational 

Forums on the proposed changes 

Funeral Luncheon Team and all those who organized and 

contributed food and time to the luncheon for the family of 

George Winick 

Bell Choir—for playing several times in March 

Church Mice—for planning the Easter Breakfast/Brunch 

Pastor Jonathan Reid—for presiding and preaching 

during Pastor Paul’s vacation 
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In Our Prayers 
 

Continuing Prayers 

Ervin Daugherty, Joyce Daugherty’s stepson 

Shawn Nunnick, Joyce Daugherty’s granddaughter 

Shirley Smtih, member 

Marlene Twitty, Joyce Daugherty’s sister 

Healthy pregnancies 

Jessica Green 

Jessica Zimmerman 

 

Births 

Baby boy born to Heather Baucom 

Baby girl born to Mary Beth DeVinney 

 

 

 

Military  

Kayla Pohl, daughter of Rob & Lisa Pohl 

Myrina Clements, daughter of Cherie Clements 
Aaron Endsley, Adam Miller, Alyssa Mills, Amber 

Reid, Andrew Ferguson, Ashley Gillons, Austin 

Endsley, Ben Curtis, Carl Franson, Charles & Tim 

Krewson, Cole Davis, Dylan Kelmer, Edward Frost, 

Greg Scott, Jena Harwood, Jon Ingran, Jordan Swank, 

Josh Lewis, Justin Ogden, Lena Jordon, Noah Daniels, 

Phil DeVries, Ryan Davis, Spencer Reid, Taylor 

Gould, Tom Fenoseff, Zackary Green 

Companion Synods in Honduras, Papua New 

Guinea, and Latvia  

Nursing home residents . . . Beth Oehler, 

Dorothy Mayo, Deb Wood, Vivian Allerding 

Shut-ins … Dave Bolton, Ilene Hilson, Jamie 

Coplin, Opal Gillons 

 

April Birthdays 
4-4 Mary Kleinbrink 

4-5 Ron Ogden 

4-8 Marcia Bowman, Lorie Gladyness 

4-10 Rob Pohl 

4-11 John Kleinbrink 

4-12 Mary Williams 

4-14 Kay Marsh 

4-15 Allie Golembeske, Kylie Golembeske 

4-17 Phil Poholski, Clyde Watson, Jr. 

4-20 Cindy Olson 

4-21 Sharon Duits 

4-22 Linda Maupin 

4-23 Carleen Overholt 

4-24 Lois Von Seggern 

4-27 Jane Secor 

4-28 Barry Wood 

4-30 Tanner Ogden, Joseph Dittmar 

 

April Anniversaries 
4-10  Jeremy & Melissa Golembeske 

4-18  Opal & Wes Gillions 

 

Memoriam 
4-2-2011  John Leary 

4-6-2008  Dylan Dennie 

4-6-2010  Jamie Henion 

4-7-1993  Dick Ogden 

4-7-1973  Bertha Serven 

4-9-1999  March Brown 

4-16-1989 Ervin Daugherty 

4-18-1994 Margaret Beckwith 

4-18-1985 Dorothy Anton 

4-20-1991 Chester Johncock 

4-22-2009 Jeannetta Hayes 

4-22-2012 Nancy Stonehouse 

4-23-2014 Hugh Overholt 

4-27-2011 Steven Leary 

4-28-1971 Francesca Hunter 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Winter 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day - May) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Summer 

(June – Labor Day) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

5th Sundays 

 Sunday @ 10:00am 

Advent and Lent 

 Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

Nursery* and Cry Room are available 

*in lieu of Children’s Church. Nursery will not 

be available April 17 or 24 at 10:45 service 

_________________________________________________________________ 

All Ages Faith Building/Sunday School 

Winter 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day – May) 

9:30 AM 

5th Sundays 

Sunday @ 8:45 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

Brothers of Grace – Joe Longcor 

Community Outreach – Bill Freedlund 

Congregational Care – Margaret Wood 

Faith Building – Lorraine Freedlund 

Property – Tom Peck & Phil Poholski 

Sarah Circle – Kay Howell 

Social Activities – Diane Neeb 

Stewardship – Tim Schoessel 

Youth & Family – Jana Bishop 

Worship – Lorie Gladyness 

239 E. North St. 
Hastings, MI 49058 

Website: 
www.discover-grace.org 

Facebook: 
Grace Lutheran Church- 

ELCA Hastings, MI 

Phone: 
269-945-9414 
269-945-2645 

Fax: 
269-945-2698 

Our Staff: 

Pastor: Paul Kuhlman 

gracehastingspastor@gmail.com 

Parish Admin: Victoria Alt 

ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org 

Mon – Thurs     8 AM - 3PM 

Custodian: Nathan Freedlund 

Minister of Music: Cindy Olson 

Choir Accompanists: 

Marcia Bowman, Chris Bush 

Bell Choir Director: Kim Domke 

Organist Emeritus: Donna Buehl 

Executive Committee: 

President: Doug Neeb 

Vice President: Chris Bush 

Secretary: Kate Watson 

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin 

 

Grace 
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Church 

http://www.discover-grace.org/

