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Putting Privilege at Risk 

The concept of privilege has become an important talking point in our society. One way 

of describing privilege is that some people have access to and enjoy rights and 

immunities that others do not get to access or enjoy. We have heard much in recent years 

about the many types and expressions of privilege that are present in our society, 

privilege related to gender, race, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, education, or 

ability—just to name a few. 

For those of us who have some kind of privilege in this society—which includes a vast 

majority of members of North American Lutheran faith communities—being able to see, 

hear, and empathize with those who for whatever reason live life differently than we do 

can be a real challenge. Often, unhelpful narratives can make their way into our public 

and private conversations that place unjust blame on others, misinterpret or misrepresent 

others’ motives, and create walls of division instead of open spaces of understanding. 

Jesus’ parable about the Pharisee and the tax collector reminds us that God does not share 

in our prejudices or our privileges, our name-calling or our numerous divisions. Jesus’ 

words concerning these two people who both went to pray in the temple reverses our 

expectations. Jesus lifts up the tax collector’s humility. Can we hear this as an invitation 

to put our privilege at risk by being willing to listen to those who are in different 

circumstances than we are? To hear their stories of joy and pain, to empathize in love, 

and to commit to justice and equality for all? 

We are publicly baptized into a worldwide community of faith that has committed itself 

to love in the way Jesus loved, to care about the things Jesus cared about. Today Jesus 

encourages us to put our privilege at risk and to put our love on the table. 
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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
October 23, 2016 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit. 
 

 

Pre-service Music  

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able. 

Gathering Music            Our Father We Have Wandered WOV 733 (blue book) 

Greeting 

P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity; one God; the only sovereign, who dwells in light; Christ Jesus, 

who came to save sinners; the Holy Spirit who lives within us. 

C   Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

A   Let us pray . . . Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting 

forgiveness. 

C  Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their  

glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading:   Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their ancestors. They 

appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s power, and to heal their land by sending life- 

giving rain. 

L A reading from Jeremiah: 
      7Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O LORD, for your name’s sake; our apostasies 

indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. 8O hope of Israel, its savior in time of trouble,  

why should you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler turning aside for the night? 9Why 

should you be like someone confused, like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? Yet you, 

O LORD, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name; do not forsake us! 10Thus says 

the LORD concerning this people: Truly they have loved to wander, they have not restrained their 

feet; therefore the LORD does not accept them, now he will remember their iniquity and punish 

their sins. 

      19Have you completely rejected Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion? Why have you struck us 

down so that there is no healing for us? We look for peace, but find no good; for a time of 

healing, but there is terror instead. 20We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, the iniquity of 

our ancestors, for we have sinned against you. 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not 

dishonor your glorious throne; remember and do not break your covenant with us. 22Can any idols 

of the nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O LORD our God? We 

set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this.  
A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 84:1-7       

 

 
       1How dear to me | is your dwelling, 

  O | LORD of hosts! 

 2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
 3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay her young, 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king | and my God. 

 4Happy are they who dwell | in your house! 

  They will always be | praising you. R 

 5Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, 

  whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way. 

 6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 

  for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 
 7They will climb from | height to height, 

  and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion. R 
 

Second Reading:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one who is now 

facing death. Though others have let him down, Paul is sure of his faith in the Lord, who has stood by him  

and lent him strength. 

L  A reading from 2 Timothy: 
       6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 

come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From now on 

there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 

me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

  16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted 

against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message 

might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 

mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. 

To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Stand as you are able. 
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Gospel Acclamation   

  
     

Gospel Reading:   Luke 18:9-14 

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in mercy. Jesus 

tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who exalts his own  

righteousness is humbled. 

P  The Gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

     9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 

regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you 

that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast 

twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 

even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Liturgy of Holy Baptism for Andrew DeLorenzo 10:45 am 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the baptism are welcomed and 

encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child. 
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The child and parents gather at the font 

Presentation for Holy Baptism 

P God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of baptism.  The power of sin is put to death in this holy flood, and we are raised with 

Jesus Christ to new life.  We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 

with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission for the life of the world. 

The presiding minister addresses the parents: 

P Louis and Meredith, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your 

children baptized? 

Pa   We do. 

P Please state the full names of your child. 

Pa Andrew Joseph DeLorenzo. 

P As you bring Andrew to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, to bring him to the word of God and the holy 

supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments, place in his hands 

the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for 

justice and peace.   

P Louis and Meredith, do you promise to help Andrew grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Pa We do, with the help of God. 

P People of God, do you promise to support Andrew, and pray for him in his new life in 

Christ? 

C We do, with the help of God. 

The minister addresses the baptismal group and the congregation. 

Profession of Faith 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church.  Do 

you renounce the devil, and all the forces that defy God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 

P Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior? 

C I do 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
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C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Please stand as you are able. 

Thanksgiving at the Font 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters 

at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all 

living things. 

 Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you 

led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water 

from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 

 By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 

freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has 

brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 

Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, 

but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

Please be seated. 

Baptism 

P Andrew Joseph DeLorenzo, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

C You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 

P Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.  Sustain 

Andrew with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever. 

P Amen.  Sit 

With the oil, the minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized: 

P Andrew, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever.   

C Amen. 

A lighted candle may be given to the parents of the baptized: 
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Welcome 

P Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

P O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of Andrew.  Let 

them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them.  Make them teachers and examples of 

righteousness for their children.  Strengthen them in their own Baptism so they may share 

eternally with their children the salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share.  Join us in giving 

thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

P Peace be with you. 

Children’s Church 

Baptismal Hymn  Go, my children, with my blessing ELW 543 (red book) 

Message 

Stand as you are able. 

Song of the Day       Holy God, Holy and Glorious  ELW 637  

Kneel or sit as you are able. 

The Prayers           

A  Set free by the truth of God’s gracious love, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s good creation. 
 A brief silence. 

A  Only you are righteous, O God. Lead your church to true repentance so that we reflect your 

light and truth to the world. Empower and guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and 

all the servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and 

Sarah; our companion churches in the world, Feast of Victory Lutheran Church in Acme, 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. Hear us, O 

God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Only you can bring rain, O God. Be with those who lack clean water or must walk miles to 

quench their thirst. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Only you can judge the nations, O God. Raise up leaders with humble hearts so that your 

peace spreads across the earth. Protect those who serve in the military, especially Myrina 

Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Only you can bring healing, O God. Be with all whose hearts ache, who hold out empty 

hands, who long for forgiveness. Comfort the grieving and heal the sick. Comfort all in need in 

body, mind, or spirit, especially Greg and Danny Gillons,  Carol Vos, Sue Rider, Corrina and 

Hope Palmer, George Ulrich Jr, Jennifer Andersen, Debra Wood, Elsie Merrow, John Burdick, 

Cheryl Hills and Victoria Steadman. Hear us, O God. 
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C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Only you know the depths of our hearts, O God. Call this congregation to loving action in 

your name and open our eyes to what you are doing among us. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Gracious God, hear the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence of our 

hearts. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A  Those who live in your house are happy, O God. Keep us by your grace until we join the 

saints around your throne. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P  Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C  Amen. 

Stand as you are able. 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

Sit 

Offering of Gifts & Music  
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Stand as you are able. 

Offertory Hymn God Extends an Invitation ELW 486 (red book) 

Offertory Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 

together to become one bread, 

C  so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 

for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.   
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
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overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be 

satisfied by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and you 

fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

C You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, 

C we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

P By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

C strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the 

body of your Son. 

P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church, 

C both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:  
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion:  
P    Take hold of the life that really is life. Come, take your place at the table. 
 

 

Sit 

Lamb of God       

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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  O God of Love, King of Peace              ELW 749 (red book) 

  Change My Heart, O God              ELW 801 

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am              ELW 814   

Stand as you are able. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A  Let us pray . . . We come again to you, O God, giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy 

you have embraced us and healed us, making us one in the body of Christ. 

C  Go with us on our way. Equip us for every good work, that we may continue to give you 

thanks by embracing others with mercy and healing; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

Announcements 

Stand as you are able 

Blessing 

P  God Almighty send you light and truth to keep you all the days of your life. The hand of God 

protect you; the holy angels accompany you; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn      You Are Mine    ELW 581 (red book)  

Sending 

A  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C Thanks be to God. 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 110    Weekly Giving: $2,955.00  Budget 

Amount: $4,226.98 

We celebrate with the DeLorenzo’s this morning with the baptism of Andrew. 

Photo directory – the first draft of the new directory was sent to Lifetouch 2 weeks ago. 

Additional photos cannot be added. We will have a rough draft of the proposed directory returned 

to us soon for final editing. If you did not have your picture taken or did not send us a picture to 

be included, then your picture will unfortunately not appear, but, your name, address & phone  

number will still be included. 

Confirmation Rehearsal – Saturday, October 29, at 10:00 am 

Confirmation  - Sunday, October 30, at 9:15 am 

Fifth Sunday Pitch In (Potluck)  Sunday, October 30. Come celebrate REFORMATION & 

CONFIRMATION right after 10:00 service.  Please sign up for a dish that you can share at this 

Friends and Fellowship Meal.  Volunteers are also needed to help with setup and kitchen clean up  

on this day. Pastor Sarah Friesen-Carper, assistant to the bishop, will preach that day. 

Trunk-O-Treat - We are planning a return performance of this important outreach program on 

October 31.  Hundreds of children and their parents graciously enter our building, giving us the 

opportunity to welcome them, give them free gifts, and send them on their way with the blessing 

of the Body of Christ. If you would like to attend one of the remaining doorways we use to give  

out candy, and/or help decorate a doorway, sign-up on the wall by the candy container.  

Candy, Candy, Candy! – What is Halloween without candy? We invite you to donate bags and 

bags of candy so that the kids who visit us have a pleasant welcome to our generosity.  Bring your 

donated candy to church and place it in the decorated plastic container in the Gathering Place. 

Daylight Savings Time – Remember, November 6th is Daylight Savings Day. Turn back your 

clocks on Saturday night, November 6th. 

All Saints’ Sunday – on November 6 we will remember the saints of the Church. Please fill out 

the back of the Participation Card if you have someone who has died in the past year who you 

would like to have us remember. 

Pasty Sale – Saturday, November 12. Sign-up sheet is on the wall outside of Pastor Paul’s office, 

for baked pasties $7/each, or unbaked pasties $6/each. There is also a sign-up sheet for helping 

with the preparation, cutting, making & baking of the pasties. See the sheet for times and dates. 

Grace is hoping to pre-sell up to 450 pasties this year with the funds going to support Grace youth 

activities, so tell your friends, tell your neighbors and get those pre-orders in! 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of sugar and canned pasta, ie, spaghetti-o’s, ravioli, etc.  
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:00am 

Assisting Ministers Steve Kaiser Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos Myrina Clements 

Lector Lorie Gladyness Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server Jana Bishop Mark Anton  

Acolyte/Crucifer Gavin Patton Gabe Barnaart 

Usher Mark/Jana Bishop Mark Anton, Dave Neeb 

 Tom/Cheryl Drumm Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Chris Bush Doug/Diane Neeb 

Nursery    Volunteers Children’s Church 

    Kim Domke, Lisa Pohl 

Chancel Team  Jeanette Ulrich Mary Kleinbrink 

                                                                   

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, October 30, 2016  

Assisting Ministers Steve Kaiser Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos Myrina Clements 

Lector Lorie Gladyness Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server  Jana Bishop Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Gavin Patton Gabe Barnaart 

Usher Mark/Jana Bishop Mark Anton, Dave Neeb 

 Tom/Cheryl Drumm Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Chris Bush Doug/Diane Neeb 

Nursery    Volunteers Children’s Church 

    Kim Domke, Lisa Pohl 

Chancel Team  Jeanette Ulrich Mary Kleinbrink 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 Today, October 23 Adult Forum – Parables 9:30 am  

  Children’s Church 10:45 am  

  New Member Class 12:00 pm 

  High School/Middle School youth group 6:00-7:30 pm 

 Monday, October 24 Adult Forum 6:00 pm 

 Wednesday, October 26 Prayer group 6:00 pm 

 Thursday, October 27 Clapper Kids 3:45-5:00 pm 

  Grace Notes 5:45-7:00 pm   


