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Now I See 

Blindness means different things to different people, but it means something to everyone. 

While only some people experience physical blindness, everyone has moments in which 

we struggle to discover a truth or to see a bigger picture, as well as moments of 

realization or revelation or sudden remembrance—moments when we say, “Now I see.” 

Often such a moment shows that we were blind in some way. The moment of new sight 

might be a move of repentance, a stumbling out of naïveté, or an awakening to the needs 

of the world around us and the radical way God loves that world. 

When Jesus meets the man born blind in John 9, he initiates all sorts of new vision. He 

treats the man’s physical condition. He declares that the man’s lifelong state does not 

have to do with how good or evil he or his parents are. Gradually the man also sees who 

Jesus is; he progresses from labeling Jesus “the man called Jesus” to declaring, “He is a 

prophet,” to worshiping the Son of Man. In this gospel reading we see Jesus challenge the 

assumptions the religious authorities hold about how to follow God and even what “sin” 

means. 

The story of the man born blind invites us to open ourselves to the moments that make us 

say, “Now I see.” These moments include the realization of our wrong actions and our 

sinful inaction, what we have done and left undone; but they also include the rethinking 

of our categories, the reconsideration of how God is asking us to minister, the new 

affirmation of our baptism, and further listening to God’s promises and God’s call. The 

God who cannot be confined to categories or pathways comes to us today to challenge 

our blindness and open for us an ever-new way of salvation. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 

 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Our Participation Card has two sides to complete. Please fill it out and place it in 

the offering plate every Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the 

Congregational Care and Community Outreach Committees. 
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4th Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2017 

Lent is a season on contrition and renewal. The color purple has become a symbol of penitence. The music 

of the season reflects our need for repentance and renewal, which is our effort to turn, again, towards God. 

 

 

Pre-Service Music  

Kneel or sit as you are able.    

Confession 

P   Merciful God, you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. 

C  We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We fail in 

love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. 

Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

P   Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. 

C  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able.   

Gathering Hymn           Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  WOV 713 (blue book)       

Greeting 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

Kyrie          Your Heart, O God, is Grieved   ELW 602 (red book) 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray . . . Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  

C By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and 

anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                           1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in 

height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord,  

designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 

L A reading from 1 Samual: 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 

being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I 

go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 

have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 

shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD 

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and 

said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; 

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 

invited them to the sacrifice. 

  6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before 

the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 

stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made 

him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made 

Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of 

his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 
11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, 

but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 

down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 

eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then 

Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 

LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23      The Lord’s My Shepherd    ELW 778 (red book) 
 

Second Reading                  Ephesians 5:8-14 

Because we now live in the divine light that is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the  

light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 

A A reading from Ephesians: 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for 

the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is 

pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 
12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by 

the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  

“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
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L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation    

 

 
Gospel Reading                           John 9:1-41 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the  

things of God.  

(The congregational responses before and after the Gospel Reading are omitted during Lent.) 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John.   

       1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able 

to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not 

the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it 

is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how 

were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, 

and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They 

said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath 
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day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him 

how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 

now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 

sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 

divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 

the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you 

say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is 

our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we 

know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said 

this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

  24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a 

sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did 

he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and 

you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 

from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does 

listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been 

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he 

could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 

teach us?” And they drove him out. 

  35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 
37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I 

believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those 

who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near 

him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you 

were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
P   The Gospel of the Lord.      

Sit 

Children’s Message/Children’s Church 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message. 

Message   

Silence for reflection 
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Song of the Day       You, Dear Lord      ELW 702 (red book) 

Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers   

A  Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who 

are in need. 
A brief silence. 

A   God of the ages, as your church prepares your table for all to celebrate in one holy meal, 

restore the unity of those who gather in your name. Empower and guide the faith of our bishops 

and congregations and all the servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants David, Chrysanne and Sarah; our synod companion churches, Grace Lutheran Church 

in East Tawas, Grace Community Church of Nashville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. 

Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  You shed light on your creation. Let the changing of the seasons bring forth growth and new 

life from what was dormant and fallow. Hear us, O God.  
C  Your mercy is great.      
A  Shine your light on the people of every nation. Reveal your reconciling love in places where 

fear and conflict thrive. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, especially Myrina 

Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Hear us, O God.  
C   Your mercy is great. 

A  God of wholeness, bring clarity to those in confusing times, bring healing to those in painful 

times, bring peace to those in trying times. Comfort the sick and their caregivers, especially 

Victoria Steadman, Danny Gillons, Sharon Duits, John Burdick, Corinna Palmer, Ron Bush, 

Kathy & Ken Plourde and Judy Heil.. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
A  Restore, renew, and enliven the ministry and work of this congregation. Help us to see your 

purpose clearly. Direct and guide the work of our Transition Team. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A    Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  We remember and give thanks for those who have joined you in eternal light. Let their lives 

of faith shine in our hearts and guide our paths.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 
P   Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 

love; through Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

Stand as you are able 
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Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music   

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning. 

Stand as you are able. 

Offering Song      Create in Me      WOV 732 (blue book) 

 
Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 

and the offering of our lives, 
C that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through  

Christ our Lord. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call 

your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the 

gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with all creation, we bless and 

magnify you. You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the 

rock. 

C We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert 

experience of life, pouring out his life for the world. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
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C Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all 

this thirsty world. 

P Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash 

away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. Through him all glory 

and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,  

C both now and forever. Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

P  Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread and wine for the journey. 

Sit  

  Lamb of God             ELW 341 (red book) 

Amazing Grace             ELW 779  

What Feast of Love            ELW 487  

O, Bread of Life from Heaven         ELW 480   

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

C   Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a 

making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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Congregational Announcements 

Blessing 

P   May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the 

light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The 

Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you ☩ peace. 

C   Amen. 

 

Dismissal  

A  Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cross and the worship leaders will recess in silence. 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 96  Weekly Giving: $4,471.00  Budget Amount: $4,226.98 

 

Congregational Potluck is scheduled after late service today to discuss the mission of Grace and 

the pastoral qualities needed for work at Grace. This is a positive opportunity to help select the  

pastor to lead Grace in the next several years. 

New Sunday Adult Forum--Pastor Paul is offering a new class that will run through Lent in 

between services titled, "Christian Worship 101."  He will introduce the topic of Christian 

worship and will reveal the history of the different parts of our Sunday liturgy throughout the  

class.  Now is the time to ask those questions about worship you have always wondered about. 

Choir – rehearsal time will change to 6:45 pm until Holy Week.  

Lenten Wednesday Events – the Middle School/High School will provide the Wednesday 

Lenten Supper on March 29: Chili and more. A free will offering is appreciated. The supper 

begins at 6:00 and Wednesday Prayer Service is at 7:00 pm.  

VBS Planning Meeting, Saturday, April 1 at 10:30 am. We are looking for people to help plan, 

NOT to do the work. We will look for volunteers later, after we are clear on program, date and  

theme. 

Palm Sunday, April 9, will include the presence of our bishop, Rev. Craig Satterlee. Only one  

service that day, at 10:00 am and includes the procession with palms. 

Check it out! The Transition Team has put up a church timeline on the wall in the North hallway. 

Be sure to take a look at it. You can also add to the timeline. Add other significant church events 

you remember and/or personal events that have impacted your life. Markers are available as well 

as tape if you would like to put up a picture. When it is complete, it will represent a positive  

history of Grace and its members for the new pastor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of hamburger/tuna helper, cereal, canned pasta (ravioli, spaghetti-o’s, etc).  
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:00am 

Assisting Ministers Barry Wood Mark Anton 

Cantor Mark Anton Mark Anton 

Lector Jack Vos Kristi Winick 

Communion Server Mark Anton Sandy Mosteller 

Acolyte/Crucifer Katie Pohl Emmalee Peck 

Usher Kay Marsh, John Burdick Gary/Lisa Golnek 

  Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark/Jana Bishop Ingrid Morgan, Carla Neil 

Children’s Church    n/a Diane/Doug Neeb 

Chancel Team  Vicky Argo, Kay Howell  

 

                                                                   

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, April 2, 2017  

Assisting Ministers Steve Kaiser Vickey Argo 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector John Burdick Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server Brenda Teegardin Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Hope Peck 

Usher Randy/Brenda Teegardin Ed Domke, Mark Anton 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jack/Carol Vos Kristi Winick 
Children’s Church    n/a Chris Bush, Eve Wright 

Chancel Team  Jeanette Ulrich, Mary Kleinbrink  

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 Today, March 26 Worship at 8:00 & 10:45 am 

  Adult Forum 9:30 am 

  Children’s Church 10:45 am 

 Monday, March 27 LACS Rehearsal 6:30-9:00 pm 

 Wednesday, March 29 Prayer Group 6:00 pm 

  Lent dinner 6:00 pm (public welcome) 

  Lent Prayer Service 7:00 pm 

 Thursday, March 30 Choir 6:45 pm 

 


