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A Look @ Next Month – May 2017 

Theme: “Easter – More Joyous News” 

 Call Committee – how are we 

doing? 

 Nominating Committee–  hard at 

work 

 Budget Review Meetings – when 

can we see the new budget? 

Deadline for inclusion in the May 

GraceGram is April 17, 2017.  

 

Send your articles to Victoria Alt at: 

parishadmin@grace-hastings.org 

What’s so new about Easter? 
Holy Week and Easter are my two favorite seasons of the 

year. 

Holy Week reminds us of God’s saving action through Christ for all humanity.  

We witness Jesus’entry into Jerusalem and the truth of the crowds singing on 

Palm Sunday.  We move through the week, seeing the passion of Jesus and 

hearing his words of grace, especially on the cross, “Father, forgive them for 

they know not what they do.”  His death is God’s ultimate gift of grace, the 

clearest proclamation of God’s love for humanity and commitment to the 

redemption of the world.  In the presence of the passion and death of Jesus, we 

stand silent, barely able to say “Thank you” for the wonders of Jesus passion on 

the cross. 

Easter takes the story of our redemption to “new” heights.  If in the cross we 

experience redemption, a new relationship with God, in Easter we are told, 

through the words of Jesus and the actions of God, that the new relationship is 

permanent.  As Jesus was raised to new life, so the promise of resurrection and 

life are ours as well. 

Easter is filled with “newness.”  We have a new history and a new future, 

grounded in the actions of God in Jesus.  Our plans for life change, since with 

resurrection we are given new visions of what God is capable of doing to and for 

those who love God.  We are given new hope of life in a place and time that 

defines hope in what we are capable of doing or what we have the right to 

receive.  Easter says we have a “new” claim or opportunity to become children 

of God through Christ.  Easter helps us to see God and the world through the 

eyes and actions of Jesus.  So, what’s so new about Easter?  Well, everything! 
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President’s Perspective 
by Doug Neeb 

Remodeling Project- We are continuing to move forward 

finishing up the phase one of our remodeling project.  Most 

of the work still required is finish painting or trim work.  

We are working to develop a plan to implement phase two 

of this project, with the goal of limiting the disruption of 

our worship life and protecting the work that has already 

been completed.  The plan and scope of the project 

continue to evolve.   

Genesis 12:1-4a: The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, 

and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the 

one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families 

of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord 

had told him; and Lot went with him. 

I have often wondered how Abram so clearly hear and 

followed God.  It seems as if God’s directions to me are not 

as clear and I stumble along unsure of what direction I 

should go.  I often feel as if I have missed the opportunities 

God has placed before me to follow him. I am reminded of 

a quote from Tomas Edison that goes something like this.  

“People often miss opportunities because they come 

dressed in blue jeans and look like work.”  Are we at Grace 

failing to follow God because the direction he is calling us 

is unfamiliar and looks like work or something we do not 

want to do? 

 
Notes from the Veep  
by Chris Bush 
 

The look of our building space has been changing from top 

to bottom.  Well, okay, the “bottom” – the carpeting- has 

not yet been changed.  I am pleased to report that the 

Carpet Fund is growing.  Have you checked our progress 

chart?  Monies received from the March pasty sale have 

gone toward the fund, as have several donations from 

individuals and families.  It won’t be long and we can start 

changing out our well-worn (some would say “worn out”) 

carpeting with a new color with a bit of cushioning under 

our feet!  That will be worth “putting your foot down” with 

a donation to the Carpet Fund!  Put your gift in a pew 

envelope and drop it in the offering plate, or talk with Doug 

Neeb or Chris Bush about what you’d like to give. 

The Nominating Committee will soon be meeting and 

prayerfully considering potential candidates for leadership 

and other roles at Grace.  We will ask God’s guidance as 

we seek to fill council positions, officer seats, synod 

delegates, and next year’s Nominating Committee.  Grace’s 

new Constitution indicates that council members are not 

necessarily committee chairs, as our previous Constitution 

laid out.  Instead, each council member will be the liaison 

to a specific committee, participating in that committee’s 

meetings.  (Note that council members can be committee 

chairs but it is not required.)  Please remember the 

Nominating Committee’s work in your prayers and also 

remember those whom God is calling as nominees. 

 

 

On the Cover – Easter in the Windows 
by Pastor Paul 

These two windows at Grace speak loudly about Easter.  Both say “new life,” each one in its own way. 

Notice that the lily is white, the principle color of Easter.  Of course, Christians in America have been  

bringing lilies to the church at Easter time for many a decade.  It is the flower of spring (at least if it is  

grown in a greenhouse.  Mine never come up until the summer).  Flowers always say new life to us, and  

they bring a beauty to our lives that sometimes cannot be expressed in words. 

 

Jesus makes reference to the flower, "Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; and 

yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these" (Luke 12:27). 

There is an ancient Christian legend that after Jesus’ death and resurrection, lilies sprung up in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, the very places where drops of Jesus’ sweat fell during his passion prayer in the garden.   

The butterfly is a more recent symbol of resurrection.  In fact the life cycle of the butterfly, from caterpillar to cocoon to 

butterfly, symbolizes the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and believers.  I doubt the colors of our window make any 

real difference, but the colors red and white, two colors of the passion and resurrection of Jesus are present.  This symbol 

is popular because children relate so well to it. 
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Easter Egg Hunt 
by Jana Bishop 

Grace’s youth groups will be sponsoring 

the egg hunt on Easter Sunday at 10:00am 

(between services)  for children up to 5th 

grade!  To help us plan please have egg hunters signed up 

on the sheet on the bulletin board in the gathering area 

before Palm Sunday (April 9th). 

Please consider donating new plastic eggs and individually 

wrapped candies.  Donations will be accepted until April 

2nd in the bin in the gathering area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good Friday Cross Walk 
April 14, 2017 
by Pastor Paul 

Every Good Friday Grace invites the community and its 

members to a Cross Walk through the community of 

Hastings.  The event begins at the church, traverses 

Michigan Avenue, proceeds down State Street, crosses the 

street and returns to the church.  Throughout the walk a 

cross is carried in in silence, stopping at 4-5 places to hear 

the Good Friday Gospel and to sing a verse of “Were You 

There.” 

That tradition continues this year, but with a delicious 

addition.  We will meet at the church at the usual time, 9:30 

am, gather for a prayer and reading, and then begin the 

procession.  When we return, the group will be invited to a 

delicious snack in the Gathering Space, a new element in 

the walk that we hope will help us get to know our visitors. 

The past years have seen a great crowd from the 

community, and we hope to improve on that with email 

invitations to area churches and an article in the Saturday 

Reminder.  I know that this event happens on a weekday, 

making it difficult for many of our members to participate.  

If you are able, do not miss it.  This is a very moving event 

that lends support to the devotional character of Good 

Friday, but also gives one a unique perspective—moving 

through a busy community, carrying a cross to an “end-of-

life” event, like Jesus had to do. 

How Well Do You Know the 
Reformation?   
by Pastor Paul 
 

1. T or F Katherine took her vows and entered the 

convent of the Franciscan order. 

2. T or F Though Katherine was taken to the convent at 

the age of 10, she did not take her vows until 

she was 16 years of age. 

3. T or F Katherine did not really want to leave the 

convent.  She was only following the wishes 

of her friends. 

4. T or F Monks were leaving the monasteries all the 

time, and there was little risk leaving one’s 

vows, especially for women. 

5. T or F At one time, Luther tried to set up a marriage 

between Katherine and an important 

nobleman at the time. 

6. T or F Though Katherine was a good manager of the 

household, Luther had to manage all the 

finances of the family. 

7. T or F Katherine was such a good manager that she 

was able to turn the Black Cloister, where the 

Luther’s lived, into a hospital.  The impact of 

this led their son to become a doctor. 

8. T or F  At Luther’s death, Katherine had accumulated 

a family wealth of nearly $500,000. 

9. T or F An important thing to remember is that Luther 

was always a positive guy who always 

transmitted positive influence to those around 

him. 

10. T or F The reason Katherine bought several farms 

was to have a constant supply of pork, fish, 

vegetables and poultry for the family. 

Answers appear on page 6. 
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Reformation Memories  
by Pastor Paul 
 

When Luther returned to the 

monastery in the early 1520’s, he 

returned to a simpler life.  Nearly all of 

the monks had left the monastery in 

Wittenberg, many leaving their vows for more “worldly 

concerns.” A Cistercian nun from Nimmschen in Germany 

would have the greatest effect on changing Luther’s life 

and views. 

Katherine von Bora was placed in a convent at the age of 

10 because her father had remarried.  At the age of 16 she 

accepted the vows of the Cistercians in the territory of 

Saxony.  In the early 1520’s, because of many factors, not 

the least being the writings of Martin Luther, Katherine and 

eight other nuns under Duke George of Saxony, a vocal 

opponent of Luther, decided they did not want to continue 

as nuns, even though the risks to their lives and future were 

great. 

They contacted Luther for help and he agreed to set up a 

plan for their escape.  He contacted a man who regularly 

delivered pickled herring in barrels to the convent.  Being 

well known at the convent, he had easy access.  After 

making a delivery one day, he emptied the barrels and filled 

them with the fleeing nuns.  They arrived a few days later 

in Wittenberg, ready to begin new lives. 

Feeling responsible for the future of the nuns, Luther took 

on the role of a marriage broker.  Within months he was 

able to successfully arrange marriages for all the women, 

except Katherine.  Several attempts were made to arrange a 

marriage for her, but she refused the advances of all.  After 

attempting to marry her off to an older man in the 

community, a close friend and colleague of Luther, 

Nicholas von Amsdorf, approached her and asked her who 

she would marry.  She responded, “Either you or Dr. 

Luther.” 

Throughout their time together, Katherine was a capable 

and important partner for Luther.  They married on June 13, 

1525, a 42 year old monk, theologian, priest, and reformer, 

and a former nun from Nimmschen.  Katherine was able to 

check the unending generosity of Luther by managing the 

finances of the new couple.  She managed the household, 

gave birth to several children, bought and managed several 

farms some distance away, built a brewery and winery, and 

attended to the many visitors Luther brought into their 

home.  Some of those visitors stayed for months, while 

others were students staying in the monastery that now was 

Luther’s home.  

 

Luther was prone to periods of depression and melancholy.  

Those periods would sometimes last for weeks.  On one 

such occasion, Luther was locked in his office and had not 

come out for several weeks.  She had the door removed and 

forced him to come out.  He saw all the children dressed in 

black and he asked who had died.  Katherine responded, 

“God has died.”  Luther replied, “That is impossible.  God 

cannot die.”  She responded, “Then why are you behaving 

as God were dead?”   

Katherine was a woman of deep faith, and she was 

profoundly affected by the faith and theology of her 

husband.  She died poor in 1551, after Charles V took their 

wealth away.  Her last words to her son on her deathbed 

were, “I will stick to Christ like a burr to a topcoat.” 

 

2018 ELCA National Youth 
Gathering 
by Jana Bishop 
 

Remember Larry Gatlin’s song, “Houston Means That I’m 

One Day Closer to You”?  (It’s from the ‘80s.)  Well, we 

have somewhere around 500 days until Grace youth head to 

Houston for the triennial ELCA National Youth Gathering.  

That’s really not that much time to start planning for this 

event:  who’s going, the Biblical preparation and team-

building, figuring out transportation logistics, and fund-

raising.  Chris Bush will be launching Grace’s planning in 

April (date to be announced) with an informational meeting 

for youth and their parents and youth leaders so we can be 

ready to head to Texas and grow in faith with thousands of 

other Lutheran youth and adults.  If your children are 

currently in 7th through 11th grade, this Gathering is for 

THEM!  Youth and their parents who have interest, as well 

as adults who may be interested in going as leaders (you 

will be participants in the activities, not just chaperoning) 

should make sure Chris has your name and number!  Each 

day, we are one day closer to Houston! 
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Pasty Patrol - meat cutters, flour mixers, pasty makers and 

bakers, and the support crew, for donating your time to 

make the fund raiser a delicious success! Also a big thank 

you to Joe Longcor for organizing the event. 

Everyone who helped last month with the Renovation 

Project. 

Renovation Project—Planning Team for working on the 

details of Phase 2. 

Carey Guernsey for lettering the walls in the Gathering 

Space. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday Adult Forums – 
Christian Worship 101 
by Pastor Paul 

Though Pastor Paul’s class, Christian Worship 101, has 

been running for a while, it is not too late to join him for 

the last couple of Sundays.  Christian Worship 101 is a 

brief survey of the development of the Sunday liturgy we 

use throughout the year.  Find out how it came about, how 

it changed, how it has transformed since the Reformation 

and how it has come to be what it is in the 21st century. 

We meet every Sunday in between the worship service, 

beginning at 9:30 am.  Bring a bulletin with you and 

prepare to learn what has been hidden from pastors of the 

ELCA for so long. 

 

 

The Bishop’s Visit –  
by Pastor Paul 

Bishop Craig Satterlee, bishop of the North/West Lower 

Michigan Synod of the ELCA, sometimes referred to as the 

“Mitten Synod,” will be visiting Grace Lutheran Church on 

Palm Sunday.  He is coming to preach and preside at Holy 

Communion.  If you have any questions about the state of 

the church, the synod, or the call process, he will stay for an 

“extended” coffee hour after worship. 

Remember, on Palm Sunday there is only one service, at 

10:00 am, followed by a wonderful coffee hour sponsored 

by the Fellowship Committee.  The service will begin in the 

Gathering Space or outdoors (weather permitting) to 

prepare for the Palm Sunday Procession.  You will not want 

to miss this event.  It comes far too seldom! 

 

Fifth Sunday – April 30 
by Pastor Paul 

Remember, on 5th Sundays Grace only celebrates one 

service at 10:00 am, and the Adult Forum moves up to 8:45 

am.  April 30 is a 5th Sunday in April. 

 

 

 

 

 

April  Birthdays 

4-3  Jeanette Markwart 

4-4  Mary Kleinbrink 

4-5  Ron Ogden 

4-8  Marcia Bowman 

4-9  Kim Markwart 

4-10  Rob Pohl 

4-11  John Kleinbrink 

4-12  Mary Williams 

4-14  Kay Marsh 

4-17  Phil Poholski, Clyde Watson, Jr. 

4-20  Cindy Olson 

4-21  Sharon Duits, Carrie Duits 

4-22  Linda Maupin 

4-24  Lois Von Seggern 

4-27  Jane Secor 

4-28  Barry Wood 

4-30  Tanner Ogden 
 
 
 
 



 

 

6 
 

The Call Process– how it works 
by Pastor Paul 

The Call Process for the ELCA is somewhat complicated, 

and appears to be a minuet between the congregation, the 

synod, and the pastoral candidate.  I will try to simplify the 

process in my description without misleading you of the 

real process.  The process may change at times due to 

various influences or concerns, but my outline below will 

let you in on the basics. 

Primary to the focus and work of the Call Committee is the 

Ministry Site Profile (MSP).  This document is completed 

by the Transition Team and describes the nature of the 

congregation, the context of its ministry, what qualities it 

looks for in a pastoral candidate, what its mission and 

ministry is, and what new things the congregation feels God 

is calling us to do or be.  Once this document is completed, 

it is presented to the synod bishop for review and then 

uploaded to the ELCA website for all pastoral candidates to 

see.  The Transition Team hopes to have this document 

completed for Grace by the middle or end of April. 

In April, the Call Committee will be in place.  They will 

meet initially with Pastor Paul to be reminded of their task 

and priorities.  Then they will attend a Synod orientation 

meeting that all Call Committees must attend.  Once the 

MSP is on the website, the Call Committee will meet to 

establish a baseline for interviews with candidates.  They 

need to review the MSP, formulate questions, and decide 

how interviews will be done.  I would imagine that they 

could meet with an assistant to the bishop to help guide 

their actions and process. 

Sometime into the process, the bishop will give them 1-3 

names of candidates for pastoral ministry at Grace.  The 

Call Committee will review the candidates’ profiles, they 

will contact the candidates, interview them, and decide 

which candidates they will continue to consider for call.  

Once a decision has been made to pursue only one 

candidate for call, the candidate will be invited to meet the 

council and possibly the staff. 

During this whole process, the Congregation Council will 

consider two important concerns.  The first thing they must 

consider is an operating budget for the Call Committee.  

Candidates will need travel expenses for face-to-face 

interviews and some candidates will need to be housed if 

they come from a great distance.  The second concern for 

the council is the financial package for the new pastor.  

When the Call Committee settles on a candidate they would 

like to recommend for call to Grace, a series of events take 

place.  Often times the candidate is invited to the church to 

preach one Sunday.  The Congregation Council will meet 

with the candidate to discuss the financial package.  If all 

parties are in agreement, then the council will approve the 

candidate’s name to be presented to the congregation in a 

Special Congregational Meeting for a vote of approval for 

call.  If this is successful, a Letter of Call is drawn up, 

signed by the congregational president, sent to the bishop 

for his signature, and then finally sent to the pastor for 

her/his prayerful consideration.  When the pastor agrees to 

accept the call, then a startup date and installation dates are 

set and the moving of the pastor to Grace begins. 

This is just a brief summary.  There are other issues and 

concerns that must be settled, such as housing, introducing 

the candidate to the staff, and more.  I have simply tried to 

set out the major movements of the call process. I pray it 

helps you to understand the process a little better. 

Dateline: At the printing of this GraceGram, the Call 

Committee is nearly set. More on this in May. 

 
Answers to questions on page 3 
How Well Do You Know the Reformation? 

1. False   Katherine actually entered a Cistercian convent. 

2. True  At the age of 16 Katherine took her vows. 

3. False Katherine wanted to leave the convent after 

reading the writings of Luther. 

4. False Ending one’s vows as a nun was especially risky.  

The duke was opposed to it, and many of the 

women who left, those who could not marry, 

were left with becoming indentured servants or 

prostitutes. 

5. True  Yes, and Katherine turned the marriage down. 

6. False Luther’s attitude toward finances was to give 

away to others what you did not need.  Katherine 

was the financial manager in the family. 

7. True The cloister functioned as a hospital, a hotel, 

orphanage and a family home.  Katherine’s 

organizational skills made this possible.  And yes, 

their son, Paul, did become a doctor later in life. 

8. True   Most or all of this was lost after Luther died 

because King Charles V made good on the Edict 

of Worms, sending in Spanish troops to put down 

the Reformation and confiscate lands. 

9. False  Luther was prone to depression and melancholy 

throughout his life. 

10. True  Katherine also bought a nearby plat where she 

planted vegetable and the pond on the farm 

supplied pike, perch, and trout.  With Katherine’s 

drive, the family ate well. 
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Holy Week, 2017 
by Pastor Paul 

 

St. Augustine described the events and worship during 

Holy Week as the “Great Week.”  In his book, Holy Week: 

A Short History, (Richmond: John Knox, 1963), J. Gordon 

Davies wrote: 

 The purpose of Holy Week…was to set the facts of the 

Gospel before the worshippers; but it must be emphasized 

that this should not be taken to mean that Holy Week is 

merely an occasion for pious remembrance.  It is or should 

be more than a series of commemorations of past events 

recalled to mind; it is or should be the means whereby the 

worshippers participate in the saving events.  We should 

not think of it as a number of ceremonies at which the 

faithful are present, but as a unified sequence of 

sacramental acts whereby they commit themselves afresh to 

Christ and share anew in His death and resurrection. 

Unless the Church can learn to identify itself 

with Christ in His death and resurrection, unless 

it can, on Palm Sunday, approach His victory 

through death, die with Him on Good Friday and 

rise with Him at the culmination of the Paschal 

Vigil, it cannot accomplish its mission, which is 

not only to proclaim the good news but to 

embody it and to make it the pattern of its 

corporate life, even as Christ Himself not only 

proclaimed the Gospel but was and is the 

Gospel. (p. 65). 

Fundamental to Holy Week are the services of the Triduum, 

the three sacred days of Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  In 

these days the Church experiences the most sacred and 

central events of the Christian faith.  In these events the 

faith and life of the church are defined and grounded; the 

Church, all of the faithful, learn again why we are called 

the Church.  These days are actually considered one service 

that begins with an invitation for confession on Maundy 

Thursday and ends with the celebration of Easter, the meal 

and the final blessing at the Vigil. 

Maundy Thursday includes three significant experiences; 

the confession and absolution, Holy Communion, and the 

Stripping of the Table.  The first of these, the confession 

and absolution, actually end the long season of Lent.  

During that season we centered our experiences on 

confession, but the proclamation of absolution was 

withheld.  On Maundy Thursday, we conclude our 

confession of sins and hear the final absolution of God’s 

grace; our focus is no longer on ourselves but on the actions 

of God in Christ Jesus in his passion, death and 

resurrection.  Holy Communion is the principal event of 

Maundy Thursday, as we participate “in the Lord’s death 

until he comes.”  The meal reminds us of Jesus’ self-

sacrifice, the giving of himself, for the sake of the salvation 

of the world.  The final element of this service is the 

stripping of the table, when all the fixtures and linens of 

worship are removed from the sanctuary and the cross and 

table stand bare.  They reminds us that on Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday, Jesus was stripped of all his 

glory and power, and hung on the cross naked and bare.  

This congregation leaves in silence, but the service does not 

end.  The Church continues in worship in the following 

hours, right into Good Friday’s Tenebrae Service. 

Good Friday is a time of readings, especially the passion 

of Christ, solemn prayers, and adoration of the cross.  This 

is one worship event that does not include Holy 

Communion, though in some traditions the Eucharist from 

Maundy Thursday is consumed.  With a bare table, the 

cross now stands front-and- center.  The Passion according 

to John is the central text read this day, as we hear again the 

events that led to the cross and Jesus’ death.  The Church 

prays for all of creation because God’s gracious gift for the 

redemption is for all creation, followed by a moment of 

adoration or recognition of the gracious gift of Christ and 

the cross.  Again, the service does not end, but the 

congregation will recess in silence, continuing their silent 

worsh to the beginning of the proclamation of light at the 

Easter Vigil on Saturday evening. 

The Easter Vigil is the climax to the three day celebration 

of the Triduum.  The vigil is made up of several important 

parts: the Service of Light--the lighting of the Easter candle 

and the procession of the light of Christ into a dark church; 

the Readings—including 4,8 or 12 readings from the Old 

Testament, allowing the Church to reflect and meditate on 

God’s actions in and through history; the Service of Holy 

Baptism—the first real vigil event of moving from darkness 

to light; and the Service of Holy Communion—when a 

dramatic change from darkness to light, from quietness and 

meditation to singing and praise are experienced.  In the 

vigil, light returns to the sanctuary, the many hymns of 

praise reappear, and Alleluia is the word of the day; silence 

is replaced with singing and the bareness of Good Friday is 

replaced with crosses, paraments, vestments, and color. 

Often times, the Service of Holy Baptism is replaced with 

an Affirmation of Baptism because there is no baptism 

scheduled.  This year we are happy to announce that Hope 

Palmer- will be baptized during the vigil, making this 

service special.  Nonetheless, a baptism in the church is 

also a time to reaffirm our own baptism; the promises of 

Jesus are remembered and we are thankful. 
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Holy Week (Great Week) 

schedule at Grace: 

Passion/Palm Sunday, April 9— 

(Bishop Satterlee presiding and preaching), 

10:00 am ONLY. 

Maundy Thursday, April 13—7:00 pm. 

Good Friday Cross Walk, April 14—9:30 am. 

Good Friday Tenebrae, April 14—7:00 pm. 

Easter Vigil, April 15—7:00 pm. 

Easter Day, Early Service, April 16—8:00 am; 

Easter Breakfast, April 16—9:15 am;  

Easter  Day, Late Service, April 16—10:45 am. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
VBS Planning for 2017 
by Pastor Paul 

 
The month of March has been a flurry of activities and 

planning for Vacation Bible School at Grace.  Though no 

date has officially been set, and we do not yet have a set 

theme, the planning team has met to discuss the possibility 

of doing a joint VBS with several other churches in the 

Hastings area.  Interest in that idea has surfaced at Grace 

and at several other churches.  An important planning 

meeting has been scheduled after the publication of this 

Grace Gram that will decide a number of important 

concerns.  Keep your eyes open and your ears tuned to the 

progress of this important Grace outreach event. 

 

 

 

Youth Committee 
by Jana Bishop 

 
The youth committee has worked very hard to clean out and 

keep clean our designated areas within Grace.  PLEASE 

before putting anything in the youth rooms/closets check 

with Jana or Jenn to see if it is something the ministry 

wants to keep/use.  Thank you in advance for helping us to 

keep our areas uncluttered and the items in them relevant 

and useful to the ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition Team –  
A Major Step Toward Finishing 
by Pastor Paul 

 

The Transition Team is thankful for the wonderful response 

by the members of Grace to the Transition Team’s Potluck 

Dinner on March 26.  The responses of the members to the 

questions directed to them by the team allowed the team to 

go a long way to completing their task.  The team is 

responsible for filling out the Ministry Site Profile (MSP), a 

document necessary for calling a new pastor.  The team is 

grateful for the honest contributions of the members and the 

insight these responses will bring to the MSP.  Though 

there is still much to do, the congregation provided much 

toward completing this important document. 

If you see team members on Sunday, thank them for the 

work and preparation they brought to the event.  You can 

identify them easily; they are the members wearing the 

“red” nametags with the words, “Transition Team” in the 

heading of the nametag.  Thank them also for the food they 

graciously prepared for us.  I know they are thankful for 

everything you brought, including the food. 
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Stewardship Update 
by Tim Schoessel 

 

Where we have been, where we are, and where we are 

going. 

So where have we been? Well, as you all know, we have 

had Pastor Paul here for the better part of two years now. 

Why is this relevant? Because there was some serious 

doubt, along the fiscal planning way, if this congregation 

could finically support our regular budget needs and then 

take on a tenured pastor as well. With some constructive 

budget planning and the gracious act of our current pastor 

taking a little pay cut, Grace has been able to maintain its 

yearly budget and cover the cost of our pastor. Now mind 

you, this all has been done while there has been a major 

shift in members. There was a good sized member 

departure and then a nice steady membership increase. That 

brings us to where we are. 

With the solid group of members Grace has been blessed 

with and the steady increase of new members, we are in 

decent standing financially. Throughout this year 2016-

2017 we have been slightly above and slightly below the 

budget. All the bills are paid and we are currently sitting 

slightly below our budget. However, this is not uncommon 

for this time of year coming off the holidays leading into 

Lent. We still have four more months to go, and usually 

contributions pick up heading into May and June. By the 

way, we have been doing this all, again while supporting a 

major renovation project. Now a great deal of the money 

for the renovation project has come from non-budget 

sources, but a good deal of the time those sources are still 

“US”. What does this mean? It means that we are honoring 

our regular contribution pledge as well as also contributing 

to the needs of outreach and various project requirements. I 

think it is important that I mention outreach because our 

outreach has also steadily grown over the past couple of 

years…just some food for thought!! That brings us to 

where we are going. 

I think it goes without saying that Grace is taking on the 

role of the little engine that could. We continue to maintain 

and grow. We find ways of turning little into lots and 

putting hands to work. I, now more than ever, have the 

confidence that this church body will continue to grow, 

continue to support, and continue to thrive. We have come 

through some tough times and we are still standing. As the 

saying goes we have been knocked down seven times and 

have gotten up eight. Thank you all for your continued 

support of the budget. 

 

 

 

Updating Grace’s Website –  
Help Is Needed!  
by Pastor Paul 

 

The church’s website was redone with a new format and 

appearance almost a year ago.  From that time on, Victoria 

and Pastor Paul have been trying to stay on top of the 

maintenance of the site.  Victoria has things she must do 

that will keep the site useful in many ways and she has been 

very timely in her work.  Pastor Paul has tried to keep the 

section, “Upcoming Events” up-to-date, a task that 

consumes so much of his time.  As the process for calling a 

new pastor continues and Pastor Paul’s tenure approaches 

its end, the task of maintaining the website must fall into 

the capable hands of another member of Grace. 

If you are interested in helping to maintain the website, 

especially “Upcoming Events,” contact Pastor Paul or the 

office.  If you can type and are able to come up with 

creative ideas for articles, this is a task you can do. It does 

not require a great deal of time, but one needs to stay ahead 

of the church calendar.  Furthermore, this website exists not 

just for members, as we receive quite a number of visitors 

looking to discover what we do.  Therefore, the information 

on our site must be relevant to all people—members and 

visitor alike.   

 

Renovation Project – 
Phase 2 and Carpeting 
by Pastor Paul 

 

Wondering, are you, what happened to Phase 2 of the 

Renovation Plan and what is happening with the carpet 

issue?   

The Renovation Planning Team is hard at work defining all 

the issues they will need to address in Phase 2.  The team is 

trying to get a fix on all the costs, obvious and hidden, of 

the next phase of renovation.  The project has taken several 

different twists and turns, but the project has a limited 

budget.  Therefore, the team will make sure that the plan 

stays within our operating budget for this phase.  They hope 

to have a clearer picture of the changes and the cost of 

those changes in the weeks ahead.  We all hope that this 

project can be completed before the new pastor comes and 

Pastor Paul leaves. 

Carpeting is still a major part of this project.  The total cost 

is still being determined, but the council hopes to have a 

better grasp of the cost in the next several weeks.  New 

carpeting will dramatically change the appearance of the 

work already done, and will present a new image to those 

who visit us each week. 
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Easter Breakfast – April 16 
by Pastor Paul 

 

Thanks to the Social Activities Committee, an Easter 

Breakfast is being planned in between the Easter morning 

services, beginning at 9:15 am.  Everyone is invited to 

come and bring a breakfast dish they would like to share 

with others. Many have already signed up to bring their 

favorite dish, but if you have not yet done so, be sure to add 

your name to the signup sheet on the main bulletin board in 

the Gathering Space or on the back of the Participation 

Card. 

To make this a truly “congregational” event, members of 

the early service are being asked to stay after the breakfast 

to help clean up.  Members of the late service are being 

asked to come early to help set up and serve.  That way no 

one misses worship on such an important Sunday, and 

everyone has the opportunity to help make this a 

congregational event. 

Be sure to bring your children, grandchildren, nieces and 

nephews, neighbors and friends to the service and the Egg 

Hunt during breakfast.  What a wonderful day for 

celebrations! 

 

Luther’s Easter Hymn 
by Pastor Paul 

 
Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands for our offenses given; 

But now at God’s right hand he stands and brings us life from 

heaven. Therefore let us joyful be and sing to God right 

thankfully Loud songs of hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 

 

Our Savior Jesus, God’s own Son, here in our stead 

descended; The knot of sin has been undone, the claim of 

death is ended. Christ has crushed the pow’r of hell; now there 

is naught but death’s gray shell—Its sting is lost forever.  

Hallelujah! 

 

Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, whom God so freely gave 

us, Who died on the accursed tree—so strong God’s Love!—

to save us. See, his blood now marks our door; faith points to 

it; death passes o’er, And Satan cannot harm us.  Hallelujah! 

 

So let us keep the festival to which the Lord invites us; 

Christ is the very joy of all, the sun that warms and lights us. 

Now his grace to us imports eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

The night of sin is ended.  Hallelujah! 

 
Then let us feast this Easter day on Christ the bread of heaven; 

The Word of grace has purged away the old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone, our holy meal, the hungry soul will feed and 

heal; Faith lives upon no other!  Hallelujah! 

 

Summer Reading Project 

by Pastor Paul 

 

Okay, okay, I know what you are probably thinking, 

“Pastor we are barely into spring and you want to talk to us 

about summer?”  I know it sounds weird but I want to 

propose a new and different GraceGram article for the 

month of May.  But I need your help. 

As the “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer” roll near, for 

many of us it is a time to grab a book or two and do some 

reading in the shade, maybe by the water.  Summer is 

vacation time, and we generally find time to get in a book 

or two.  But what to read?  What are others reading? 

So here is my proposal: email me or bring in a short list of 

books you plan to read or have read and have found them to 

be a great.  Share the list of books you think others might 

like because you liked them.  I am not looking for any 

specific category of book—it could be a novel, a biography, 

a spiritual theme, maybe something on the Civil War, or 

human relations.  If you think it is, was or could be a good 

read, offer the title and author to the Summer Reading List 

in the May GraceGram. 

Email or bring your titles in by April 17th.  Submit the 

author’s name and the title specifically, but if you know the 

publisher, even better.  And if you order your reading 

material through Amazon, then be sure to use your Amazon 

Smile account, and part of your payment will come back to 

the church as a monetary gift from Amazon.com.  If you do 

not have an Amazon Smile account, it is not hard to set one 

up online.  Be sure to check Grace Lutheran Church, 

Hastings as your “smile” partner. 

If you already have an Amazon account, simply go to 

www.smile.amazon.com and log in as usual. If you have 

questions about signing up for an Amazon account or how 

to designate Grace Lutheran Church as your charity, please 

contact Victoria in the office. 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Regular 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day - May) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Summer 

(June – Labor Day) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

5th Sundays 

 Sunday @ 10:00am 

Advent and Lent 

 Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Children’s Church 

Winter 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day – May) 

10:45 AM 

5th Sundays 

Sunday @ 8:45 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee: 

President: Doug Neeb 

Vice President: Chris Bush 

Secretary: Kate Watson 

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin 

Church Council Members/Liasons 

Cherie Clements – Small Group Ministry 

Margaret Wood – Congregational Care 

Phil Poholski – Property Committee 

Kay Howell – Community Outreach 

Diane Neeb – Social Activities 

Tim Schoessel - Stewardship 

Jana Bishop – Children/Youth Ministry 

Open – Worship Committee 

239 E. North St. 
Hastings, MI 49058 

Website: 
www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: 
Grace Lutheran Church- 

ELCA Hastings, MI 

Phone: 
269-945-9414 
269-945-2645 

 

 

Our Staff: 

Pastor: Paul Kuhlman 

gracehastingspastor@gmail.com 

Parish Admin: Victoria Alt 

ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org 

Mon – Thurs     8 AM - 3PM 

Minister of Music: Cindy Olson 

Choir Accompanists: 

Marcia Bowman, Chris Bush 

Bell Choir Director: Kim Domke 

Custodian: Nathan Freedlund 

Organist Emeritus: Donna Buehl 

 

Grace 
Lutheran 

Church 

http://www.grace-hastings.org/

