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Walk This Way 

Jesus says he is “the way,” but what does he mean? Does he mean a path to a location, or 

is he referring to the way he lives? Of course, the answer is probably both. 

This passage from John’s gospel is often read at funerals. In that circumstance, we 

envision that Jesus goes to prepare a place for us in a geographical location we call 

heaven. Believing in Jesus is the way to get there. 

But in John’s gospel, the good news is that God has made a way to us. Jesus continues to 

be with us. We don’t have to wait to be with him until after we die. The resurrected Jesus 

is with us, giving us abundant life now and into eternity! 

In baptism we are joined to Jesus’ death and resurrection, so that, as Martin Luther says 

in the Small Catechism, “the old person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be 

drowned and die through daily sorrow for sin and through repentance, and . . . daily a 

new person is to come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity 

forever.” Luther continues by reminding us of the apostle Paul’s words in Romans 6: 

“We have been buried with Christ by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” 

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 1165, emphasis added). 

The Word became flesh (John 1:1). Jesus is God in the flesh. Jesus is at one with the 

Father. To know Jesus and be at one with Jesus is to be at one with God. And when we 

are at one with Jesus, we walk like him, in his way. 

 From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 

 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Our Participation Card has two sides to complete. Please fill it out and place it in 

the offering plate every Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the 

Congregational Care and Community Outreach Committees. 
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6th Sunday of Easter 
May 21, 2017 

We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on Easter Sunday and throughout the year. It’s because of 

his death and resurrection that we are assured of forgiveness from our sins, and everlasting life with God. 

The liturgical colors are white, a color of triumph and glory, and gold, a color of joy. 

 

 

Pre-Service Music    Let the Praise Go ‘Round                    Grace Choir 
        By William Boyce, arranged by Hal Hopson 

               Accompanist: Jeanette Markwart 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able 

Gathering Music    Great is Thy Faithfulness        ELW 733 (red book) 

Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise   Now the Feast and Celebration           ELW 167  

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray . . . Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.  
C  Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 

share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading                                  Acts 7:55-60 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free 

to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of  

God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L A reading from Acts: 
        55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 

rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and 

the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were stoning 

Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Psalm 31:1-5,15-16      

 

 
  

      1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 

  deliver me | in your righteousness. 

 2Incline your | ear to me; 

  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 

  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 

 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 

  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 

 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 

  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth. 

 15My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 
 

Second Reading                   1 Peter 2:2-10 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy  

people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.  

A A reading from 1 Peter: 
      2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though 

rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves 

be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 

cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
        7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them 

stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 

were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. 
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 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation    

 

 

Gospel Reading                         John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom  

God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.  

P The Holy Gospel, according to John.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

      [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 

in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 

way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 

going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 

From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 

has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the 
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Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 

Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
P   The Gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message/Children’s Church 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message. 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

Song of the Day       I Received the Living God     ELW 477 (red book) 

Nicene Creed 

A  We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus: 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen.  

      We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the  

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Kneel or sit as able. 
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Prayers   

A  Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 
A brief silence. 

A   We pray for the church. Show us your ways. Teach us your truth. Enliven us in mission. Keep 

us from discord. Lead us to unity for the sake of the gospel. Empower and guide the faith of our 

bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and 

Craig, Assistants David, Chrysanne and Sarah; our synod companion churches, Christ the King 

Lutheran Church in Gladwin, Hickory Corners Bible Church; Minister of Music Cindy and 

Pastor Paul. Hear us, O God. 

C  (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You. 

A  For the earth. Turn us away from impulses to pollute this world. Protect fragile habitats. 

Nurture our planet to be a life-sustaining home for generations yet to be born. Hear us, O God.  
C  (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.      
A  For the nations. Fill all leaders with a spirit of compassion for the poor and oppressed. Give 

courage to those who work for justice and equality. Bring an end to conflict and violence. Protect 

the lives of those who serve in the military, especially Myrina Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua 

Wright, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Hear us, O God.  
C   (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.  

A  For those in need. Draw near to those who struggle with depression. Comfort those for whom 

this day evokes heartache or sorrow. Console those who grieve, and heal those who are ill. 

Comfort the sick and their caregivers, especially Victoria Steadman, Fred Kogge, Ingrid Morgan, 

Danny Gillons, Sharon Duits, Steve Kaiser, Doug Haddix Tim Lowe, John Glasgow, the family of 

Frankie Zanetti, Kris Gilbert, Barb Macaully, Butch Tanner, Hope Palmer, the Pennington 

family and the family of Leata Aspinal-Wadsworth. Hear us, O God. 

C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You. 

A  For this assembly. Bless mothers and all who offer motherly care. Strengthen child care 

workers, nursery attendants, and those who teach our youth. Uphold our elders and those who 

care for aging parents. Giving thanks for the work of the Transition Team, we now ask your 

blessing of discernment upon our Call Committee. Furthermore, bless our congregation with 

endurance while we wait for our next Pastor. Pour out your spirit of courage and faith upon the 

leader who will receive your call of service to Grace, and let your will be heard clearly by all 

involved in this process. Hear us, O God. 

C   (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You. 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A    Hear us, O God. 

C   (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You. 

A  With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith and those who have borne 

witness to your love. Bring us with them to dwell with you forever. Hear us, O God. 

C  (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You. 
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P   Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our prayers in the 

name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

Stand as you are able 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music    

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning. 

After the usher passes your pew, you are invited to drop your coins in the metal bowl at the front of the  

nave. These gifts are sent to Barry County Cares. 

Stand as you are able. 

Offering Song      As the Grains of Wheat    ELW 465 (red book) 
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made 

known to the disciples. 
C Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the  

world. Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, oh God, through Jesus Christ, who by his death on the cross and 

glorious resurrection broke the bonds of sin and death and gave life to all creation, and so with 

the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty 

of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but have eternal life.  

C   We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 

accomplish all things for our salvation.  

P    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and 

drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, 

O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our 

praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these 

your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 

formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.   
C To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 5SE-11  

Invitation to Communion 

P  Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah! 

Sit  

 

  Lamb of God   

Additional Verses: 

You break the chains of hatred and fear: 

You are the way of justice and peace: 

You are the way of mercy and love: 

You are the bread of life for us all: 

You pour your Holy Spirit on us: 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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O Lord, Hear My Prayer          WOV 772 (blue book)  

Be Thou My Vision            WOV 776 
  

Stand as you are able. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 

C   Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the 

world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
Sit  

Congregational Announcements 

Stand as you are able. 

Blessing 

P   May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Sending Song    I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me       WOV 673 (red book) 

Dismissal  

A  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward to 

make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf to 

use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 107   Weekly Giving: $5,358.50  Budget Amount: $4,226.98 

 

Small Group Ministry Committee – will meet on May 15 at 6:00 pm in Pastor Paul’s new 

office. 

 

Call Committee – meets for the first time on May 17 at 6:30 pm in the Conference Room. Bring 

your calendars so that we can set the dates for future meetings. We hope to be able to hand out 

copies of the Ministry Site Profile (MSP), just completed by the Transition Team, for your study. 

The MSP, at the present, is being studied by the Council for possible additions or corrections. 

 

Geraniums - Just a reminder for those who have ordered flowers- pick up will be May 20th from 

8:30-12:00.  Thank you for supporting Grace's youth!! 

 

Mutual Ministry Planning Team – will meet again on May 20 at 10:30 am in the Pastor’s new 

office. 

 
Grace Prayer walk and party 

When:  Sunday May 21st after second service. 

Where:  The home of Phil and Amy Poholski 

Address: 6810 Highlandview Dr., Middleville 

Phone:  948-3655 

For those that are able, we will take a walk through the woods on a mowed path, good shoes are 

recommended, approximately 1.5 miles., or a walk down a paved drive, 2/3 mile. Or you may sit 

and relax on the deck.  Food will be provided:  Hot dogs, potato salad, beans, chips, desert, ice tea 

and lemonade.  If you would like something stronger, say soda, beer, or wine, please BYO. 

 
Worship Service Time Change – Remember that May 28th is the last Sunday for our regular 

worship schedule. Beginning on June 4th, worship times move to the summer schedule: 8:00 & 

10:00 am 

 

Victoria’s vacation – Victoria will be on vacation June 3 – 16. That means we need help in the 

office. If you would be available to spend a few hours a day, 9 am – 12 noon, on any of the days 

from Monday – Thursday of Victoria’s vacation to answer the phone, pick up the mail and 

answer questions for visitors, please contact Pastor Paul as soon as you can. We can still use 

several more volunteers. 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of flour, saltine crackers, instant mashed potatoes.  
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:45 am 

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Traci Wales 

Cantor Mary Kuhlman Mark Anton 

Lector Jack Vos Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server  Melissa Patton Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Grayson Patton Emmalee Peck 

Usher Dan & Gavin Patton Gary/Lisa Golnek 

  Doug/Diane Neeb 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom/Cheryl Drumm Ingrid Morgan, Kristi Winick 

Children’s Church     Kim & Lydia Markwart 

Chancel Team  Karen Halstead Jan Schreiner 

                    

                                         

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, May 21, 2017 

Assisting Ministers Barry Wood Phil Poholski 

Cantor Jack Vos Kate Watson 

Lector John Burdick Joyce Daugherty 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Katie Pohl Clyde Watson 
Usher Tom/Cheryl Drumm Mark Anton, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark/Jana Bishop John/Mary Kleinbrink 

Children’s Church     Kim Domke, Lisa Pohl 

Chancel Team   Karen Halstead Jan Schreiner 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, May 14     Worship 8:00 & 10:45 am 

        *Noisy Offering* 

        Adult Forum 9:30 am 

        Children’s Church 10:45 am 

Monday, May 15    Small Group Ministry 6:00 pm 

        LACS Rehearsal 6:30-9:00 pm 

Tuesday, May 16    Council 6:00 pm 

Wednesday, May 17   Prayer group 6:00 pm 

Thursday, May 18    Clapper Kids 3:45-5:00 pm 

        Grace Notes 5:45-7:00 pm 

Saturday, May 20    Mutual Ministry Planning 10:30 am 

           


