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Who I'd Like to Be 

The summer afternoon was a pleasant relief after a burdensome time of turmoil, the kind of day 

that beckons crowds to outdoor markets, parks, patio cafes, or ice cream stands. 

A man and woman were sitting at a small table, squeezed among many lining a lively sidewalk 

coffee shop. Their unguarded conversation didn’t match the day’s lighthearted mood. Weariness 

could be heard in his voice. While watching people pass by, he asked his friend a question, 

already having his own answer. “Do you see anyone you’d like to be?” It was a sad question with 

an equally sad stretch of silence trailing behind his wilted words. 

Nodding into the crowd, he said, “See, that’s who I’d like to be.” His companion glanced blankly 

at the busy sidewalk. “Who?” she asked, as a man with two children neared their table. She 

turned to see the man. His deliberate strides through the congestion evoked strength and control. 

Hoisted upon his shoulders, held high above a field of heads and caps, was a child. Running 

behind, a boy lurched, long steps from wobbling legs struggling to catch up. 

She began, “Why that man?” “No, not him. I can’t carry anything more. There’s been way too 

much. I’m tired of having to be strong.” Clearly she was puzzled. “The boy, running?” “Not him. 

I’ve been running so hard, so fast, so long, I can’t keep up.” She said nothing more. Her friend 

pointed to the child being carried on the man’s shoulders, his legs dangling free of his weight, his 

arms yoked easily around the man’s neck. “Him. I’d like to be him.” 

The couple watched, saying nothing to each other as the three disappeared into the distance. 

Listen to Jesus. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heaving burdens, and I will 

give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 
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5th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 9, 2017 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit. 

 

 

Pre-Service Music     

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able 

Gathering Song    Lord of All Hopefulness             ELW 765 (red book) 

Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray . . . You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. 

C  Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your  

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading                            Zechariah 9:9-12 

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s  

covenant with Israel, they are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 

L A reading from Zechariah: 
       9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to 

you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey. 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the 

battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be 

from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

    11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free 

from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will 

restore to you double. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Psalm 145:8-14     

 

 
 
      8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

 9LORD, you are | good to all, 

  and your compassion is over | all your works. R 

 10All your works shall praise | you, O LORD, 

  and your faithful | ones shall bless you. 

 11They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom 

  and speak | of your power, 
 12that all people may know | of your power 

  and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom. 

 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out all 

ages. 

  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works. 
 14The Lord upholds all | those who fall 

  and lifts up those who | are bowed down. R 

 

Second Reading                          Romans 7:15-25a 

Life enslaved under sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we  

know to be bad. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 

A A reading from Romans: 
       15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I 

that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, 

in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the 

evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 

that dwells within me. 

  21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 
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delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with 

the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched 

man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! 

L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 

    
 

 

Gospel Reading               Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that  

wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

     [Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 

children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17‘We played the flute for you, and 

you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18For John came neither eating nor 

drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they 

say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 

vindicated by her deeds.” 
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  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, 

Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 

and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message. 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

Song of the Day     Light Dawns on a Weary World    ELW 726 (red book) 

Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers   

A  Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world. 
A brief silence. 

A   Humble God, lead your church in the way of service. Prosper the work of campus ministries 

and Young Adults in Global Mission as they raise up leaders to serve the world. Empower and 

guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, especially 

Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David, Chrysanne and Sarah; our companion churches 

in Latvia, Honduras and Papua New Guinea; St. Paul Lutheran Church in Greenville, Lifegate 

Community Church in Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. Lord in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

A  Cultivating God, bless and encourage all who work the land to feed your people. Give them 

joy in their vocation. Shower rain on crops and health on livestock. Lord in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayers.      
A  Holy One, you command peace to the nations. Give peaceful hearts and discerning minds to 

world leaders and citizens alike, that all who suffer violence and hunger come to know the 

fullness of life. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, especially Myrina Clements, 

Lance and Kayla Champaco, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Lord in your 

mercy, 

C  hear our prayers. 
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A  Gracious God, you bid the weary come to you for rest. Renew energy for bone-tired people. 

Support our brothers and sisters who are burdened by grief, loneliness, and illness. Comfort the 

sick and their caregivers, especially Doug Haddix, Victoria Steadman, Danny Gillons, Kris 

Gilbert, Barbara Macaully, Sharon Duits, Corrina Palmer, Sharon Palmer, Gale Morway and 

Salina. Lord in your mercy, 

C hear our prayers. 

A  God of everything, you have compassion for all that you have made. Show our congregation 

what mercy looks like in our own community, that we become faithful partners in your ministry.  

We ask your blessing of discernment and wisdom upon our Call Committee, and bless our 

congregation with patience while we wait for our next Pastor. Pour out your spirit of courage 

and faith upon the leader you will call for service to Grace, and let your will be heard clearly by 

all involved in this process. Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayers. 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A    Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayers. 

A  God of life, we give you thanks and praise for all the people who have blessed our lives, for 

saints among us whose steadfast faith has strengthened ours. Lord in your mercy,  
C  hear our prayers. 

P   All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through 

Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

Stand as you are able 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music    

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning. 

After the usher passes your pew, you are invited to drop your coins in the metal bowl at the front of the 

nave. These gifts are sent to Barry County Cares. 

Stand as you are able. 
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Offering Song     God Extends an Invitation    ELW 486 (red book) 

 
 

Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. 
C You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to  

embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way 
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of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation 

everything was whole and well in your praise. 

C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again 

into one. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,  

C we await that day when all the people of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree 

of life. 

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

C let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the 

Bread of life, your Son. 

P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church,  

C both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
Sit  

  Lamb of God

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty        ELW 777 (red book)  

Day By Day             ELW 790 

Shout to the Lord            ELW 821 
  

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 

C   Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may  

we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen. 

Sit  

Congregational Announcements 

Stand as you are able. 

Blessing 

P   May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirt, bless you 

now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song     Just a Closer Walk with Thee       ELW 697 (red book) 

Dismissal  

A  Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward to 

make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf to 

use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 80   Weekly Giving: $3,449.25   Budget Amount: $4,226.98 

 

New phone number for Vern & Doris Allerding (269) 945-9188 

Youth Sunday today – the youth will have a fundraiser cookout/auction after 2nd service 

In search of – if anyone in the congregation has a car top carrier that the youth headed to Detroit  

the end of July can use please contact Jenn Rosenberger or Jana Bishop.      

Mutual Ministry Planning meeting today after 2nd service. 

Noisy offering is today. 

Council meeting has been moved to July 11th at 6:00 pm 

Annual Meeting has been moved to Sunday, July 16th. This will be a one service Sunday at 

 10:00 am, with the Annual Meeting immediately following. 

Renovation Volunteers - We are looking for 8-12 volunteers to join our work crew on July 29th  

to start the next phase of our renovation.  For more information please contact Doug Neeb. 

Outdoor service & 3rd annual Grace Car Show on July 30 will be a one service Sunday, 

worship at 10:00 am, with a luncheon to follow at 11:30.  The luncheon is provided by Thrivent 

and the Social Activities Committee.  Car Show begins at 9:00 am.  We are worshipping  

outdoors so bring lawn chairs for your comfort. 

VBS 2017 has been cancelled. The next 12 months will give us time to discern where God is 

leading Grace in this important ministry. Pray to God for the guidance of the Holy Spirit! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of sugar, saltine crackers, instant mashed potatoes.  
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:00 am 

Assisting Ministers Randy Teegardin Vickey Argo 

Cantor Jack Vos Vickey Argo 

Lector Carl Schoessel Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server Jana Bishop Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Gavin Patton Emmalee Peck 

Usher Mark/Jana Bishop Mark Anton, Gwen Hansen 

  Sandy Mosteller, Joe Longcor 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Steve/Peg Kaiser John/Mary Kleinbrink 

Chancel Team  Kay Howell Chris Bush 

 

                    

                                         

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, July 16, 2017 

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Phil Poholski 

Cantor Jack Vos Kate Watson 

Lector Chris Bush Carla Neil 

Communion Server Melissa Patton Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Grayson Patton Clyde Watson 
Usher Dan/Gavin Patton Gary/Lisa Golnek 

  Doug/Diane Neeb 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom/Cheryl Drumm Carla Neil, Kristi Winick 

Chancel Team       Kay Howell     Chris Bush 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, July 9    Youth Worship Sunday 8:00 & 10:00 am 

       Noisy offering 

       Mutual Ministry Planning 11:00 am 

Tuesday, July 11   Women’s Bible Study 12:30 pm 

       Council meeting 6:00 pm 

       Worship Committee 6:30 pm 

  Sunday, July 16    Worship at 10:00 am only 

         Annual meeting after worship 

           


