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What Matters 

Remember grammar lessons? Nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and pronouns all had specific 

purposes in a sentence, specific placements, and specific punctuation to go with them. The lesson 

drilled into grammar students was that knowing the rules about how to use words correctly is 

extremely important. Using slang and profanity was rebellion against those rules. Certain words 

and phrases may evoke feelings in each of us. The misuse of your and you’re and nonstandard 

words like irregardless can irritate; words that some consider gross, like moist and vomit, can 

cause physical reactions. Even though we are taught that it’s sticks and stones that break our 

bones, some words can injure us more deeply than any rock. 

When some religious leaders are offended by how the disciples are eating, Jesus counters their 

complaints with one of his own: “Isaiah was right; you like to talk big, but you care more about 

your traditions than you do about honoring God.” He tells those listening that being 

grammatically correct—following tradition—isn’t what is necessary. The motivation behind the 

words we chose to speak and the impact those words have on others is what matters. 

James, in today’s second reading, takes Jesus’ message a step further and tells his readers to “be 

doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves” (James 1:22). We can’t just 

listen, or only consider, or simply hear, then move on believing we did everything we were 

supposed to do. This is akin to caring more about whether a message is written with proper 

grammar than what the message actually says. James tells us that “the word” isn’t just meant to 

evoke feelings in us, but to compel us to do the word. 

For James, “the word” was true belief in God and doing the word—living that true belief—was 

caring for those in need, especially those who were sidelined or invisible because they didn’t 

conform to strict guidelines or customs. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 
 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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15th Sunday After Pentecost  
September 2, 2018 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit.   

 

 

Pre-Service Music  

Welcome/Worship Instructions  

Stand as you are able 

 

Gathering Music   Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun   ELW 557 (red book) 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 

P The Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love, be with you. 

C And also with you.  

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Prayer of the Day 

A   Let us Pray… O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. 

C Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil 

that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

Sit 

 

First Reading               Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the 

covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. 

The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children. 

 
L A reading from Deuteronomy: 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so 

that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving 

you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but 

keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 

  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the 

peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 

discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is 

whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this 

entire law that I am setting before you today? 

  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes 



 15SP -5  

have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your 

children and your children’s children. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

Psalm 15: 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart; 

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 

 

Second Reading                  James 1:17-27 

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly 

behavior. Here, Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, 

especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves. 

 
L A reading from James: 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his 

own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits 

of his creatures. 

  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that 

has the power to save your souls. 

  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are 
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hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for 

they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those 

who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but 

doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 

religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care 

for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading               Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine 

what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a 

substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 

around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 

without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 

wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the 

market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 

washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 

your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He 
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said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  

 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

  but their hearts are far from me; 

 7in vain do they worship me, 

  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
     8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
    14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 
15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 

what defile.” 

  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 

murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All 

these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  

 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Song of the Day      Be Thou My Vision      WOV 776 (blue book) 

        
 

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

 

Prayer 

A  Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of God’s beloved creation. 
A brief silence. 

 
A   Gracious God, we pray for all those who labor to bear your word into the world by 

welcoming the stranger, healing the sick, and caring for the orphan. Embolden your church to 

take up the cross against the powers of oppression and death, and guide the faith of our bishops 

and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 
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Assistants David, Chrysanne and Roseanne; our synod companion churches Faith Lutheran 

Church of Sidney, Freeport United Methodist Church; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  
Hear us, O God. 

C   Your love is everlasting. 
 
A  Creative God, we pray for the earth. Keep watch over those who rescue endangered species 

and repair scorched landscapes. Make us good stewards of creation.  Hear us, O God. 

C   Your love is everlasting. 
 
A  Sovereign God, we pray for the nations of the world, for governments, leaders, and citizens. 

Watch over refugees and immigrants. Inspire us to welcome them with glad hearts when they 

arrive on our shores and in our neighborhoods.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the 

military, including Myrina Clements, Lance and Kayla Champaco, Joshua Wright, Parker 

Stancil, Tim Krewson, Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley and Tyler Van 

Houten.  Hear us, O God. 

C   Your love is everlasting. 

 
A  Loving God, you call us to serve our neighbors. Bless our vocations as we fill the cups of the 

thirsty, the plates of the hungry, and the hearts of the lonely. Make our presence your presence for 

all who sorrow, especially Jeanette Ulrich, Tim Lowe, Audrey Burdick, John Glasgow, Karl & 

Mary Golnek, Larry Hansen, Bill Politis (Kate Watson’s father).  Hear us, O God. 

C   Your love is everlasting. 

 

A  Welcoming God, at tables around the world, through story and meal, strangers become guests 

and guests become friends. Embolden this congregation to always extend the wide-armed 

welcome you extend to us.  Hear us, O God. 

C   Your love is everlasting. 

 
A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or 

in the silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Hear us, O God. 

C   Your love is everlasting. 

 

A  With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses whose lives inspire us to loving 

service (including Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, renewer of the church).   Hear us, O God. 

C   Your love is everlasting. 

 
P   Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 

C   Amen. 
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Stand as you are able 

 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Sit  

 

Offering of Gifts and Music   

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Stand as you are able. 

 

Offertory       As the Grains of Wheat     ELW 465 (red book) 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. 

C You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to 

embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to 

you, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow the way of humble service and love, and so, with 

the church on earth all creation and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamation 
 

P   Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the 

plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.   

C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again 

into one. 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  For as often as we eat of this bread and 

drink this cup we proclaim Christ Jesus.   

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come, come again.  
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 Congregation: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
P   Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, 

we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.  

Amen,  Come Lord Jesus;   Amen,   Come Lord Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P   Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains are scattered on the hillside become one 

bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the 

Bread of life, your Son.    Amen, Come Holy Spirit.  Amen, Come Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P   Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 

Holy Church, both now and forever. 

C  Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C   Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 

C   Thanks be to God! 
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Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Verses: 

You break the chains of hatred and fear: 

You are the way of justice and peace: 

You are the way of mercy and love: 

You are the bread of life for us all: 

You pour your Holy Spirit on us: 
 

 

  

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who 

come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the 

tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket 

provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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Take, oh, Take Me as I am          ELW 814 

Change My Heart, O God          ELW 801 

Strengthen for Service, Lord         ELW 497 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  

C   Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may 

we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen. 

 

Congregational Announcements  

 

 

Blessing 

P   God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

 

Sending Song    This Is My Father’s World        ELW 824 

         

 

Dismissal  

A   Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward to 

make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf to 

use for waving and dancing. In the weeks to come this will end and be replaced during Children’s 

Time. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am        10:45 am            

Assisting Minister Randy Teegardin Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector Carol Vos Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server Brenda Teegardin Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer Emma Peck 

Usher Tom & Cheryl Drumm Doug & Diane Neeb 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jack & Carol Vos Eve Wright & Jeanette Markwart 

 

Table Guild –  Wales Family 

Bread Makers –  Laura Scheck 

 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, September 9, 2018 

 

                                            8:00 am         10:45 am            

Assisting Minister Chris Bush Vickey Argo 

Cantor Pastor Ken Kate Watson 

Lector Chris Bush Kristi Winick 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Phyliss Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Clyde Watson 

Usher John Burdick & Diane Neeb Joe Longcor & Gwen Hansen 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom & Cheryl Drumm Volunteers 

 

Table Guild –  Wales Family 

Bread Makers –  Laura Scheck 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, September 2 Worship Service 8:00 am and 10:45 am  

 

Monday, September 3 LABOR DAY  

 

Tuesday, September 4 Executive Mtg 6:00 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  79  Weekly Giving (8/19):  $3,236.00 Budget Amount:  $4,576.53 

        Weekly Giving (8/26):  $2,461.00 
 

 

 

Adult Forum will meet at 9:30 a.m.  Today, we study what it means to be in God’s Kingdom.  

Next week we hear some of Jesus’ sermons.  

 

Next Sunday is RALLY DAY!  At 10 am, Eve Wright invites youth, parents and anyone interested 

to come learn about the Church School program.  Church School during 10:45 worship. 

 

The Property Committee needs volunteers to help with soffit repair around our church building.  

Date: Friday, Sept. 14th (10 am) and Saturday, Sept. 15th (10am).  Please contact Phil Poholski to 

let him know that you are willing to help.    

 

Calling all teachers!  Calling all teachers!  We are asking that all teachers who are part 

of the Sunday Church School come and fellowship with one another and learn some of the 

goals that are put in place for each week.  Join us at 6:00 pm on September 19th. 
 

Family Promise Brunch on Sunday, September 30, between services at 9:15 am.  Mark your 

calendars to attend! 

 

Handbell Choir is seeking more ringers!  You are invited to come give ringing a try without 

any commitment until after that evening.  Come on Thursday, September 13, from 5:30 – 8 pm 

for dinner, fellowship, and ringing.  (Dinner is provided) 

 

Carpet Debt Update.   We have a debt of $7,073.38.  If every baptized member gave $50.00 the 

debt would be gone.  Please prayerfully consider giving a gift beyond your normal giving to 

Grace and designate as “Carpet Fund”.  

 

Men’s Retreat on September 29th at the home of Joe Longcor (7521 Herman Dr, Delton).  Doug 

Neeb will be leading us in a discussion about how far we are willing to go to be closer to God.  

Arrive 8 am and wrap up at 11:30.  For more details, contact Joe at 616-430-1225 or email him 

joelongcor@mei.net. 

 

Fifth Sundays.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers.  Hebrews 13:2 Grace Lutheran 

Church has shown hospitality to the stranger by deciding to keep our worship schedule at 8:00 

and 10:45 for most Sundays.  Let us welcome those who come and worship. 
 

 

 


