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Welcoming God as a Child
All the greatness humankind can fashion for itself is put to shame by the glory God gives
to childlike faith. In the gospel reading two weeks from today, Jesus will tell his
disciples, “whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter
it” (Mark 10:15). Everything is upside-down in Jesus’ teachings—children know more
than scholars, servants become greater than masters, to die is to win life, the last shall be
first and the first shall be last. In today’s gospel, Jesus insists that welcoming a young
child means welcoming Jesus, which means welcoming our all-powerful God.
Surely childlike faith is one thing, but a child standing in God’s place? Jesus in the form
of a little kid we can welcome with open arms? Yes. This is the kind of unexpected
reversal that the Almighty seems to love. For God is not only welcomed through a child;
God became a child.
In ten weeks it will be Advent, and we will be asked again to stretch our imaginations and
attempt to fathom the idea of God living as a baby. Do we truly welcome this truth of
God’s identity and ways? Can we truly welcome all that God’s plan brings us, having
faith that our journey has been walked before, believing that the one who has fully
completed it returns to our sides to guide us on our way?
Let us, as little children, lift our arms toward our God in prayer. Let us welcome each
other in peace. And let us open our arms to receive all that lies ahead of us.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

BEFORE WORSHIP
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every
Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and
Community Outreach Committees. Sometimes there are additional questions on the
back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card.
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18th Sunday After Pentecost
September 23, 2018
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the church
and the fruits of the Spirit.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Pre-Service Music
Welcome/Worship Instructions
Stand as you are able

Gathering Music

All Are Welcome

ELW 641 (red book)

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in

steadfast love, be with you.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us Pray… O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as
beloved children.
C Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of
wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen
Sit

First Reading
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Dating from shortly before the time of Christ, the Wisdom of Solomon is a piece of Jewish
wisdom literature. This reading portrays the ungodly planning the downfall of the righteous
person. The ungodly are allied with death, and they do not know that God gives eternal life to the
righteous.
L A reading from Jeremiah:
18
It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
19
But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
20
But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,
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who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 54:
1
Save me, O God, | by your name;
in your might, de- | fend my cause.
2
Hear my | prayer, O God;
give ear to the words | of my mouth.
3
For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life,
those who have no re- | gard for God.
4
Behold, God | is my helper;
it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life. R
5
Render evil to those who | spy on me;
in your faithful- | ness, destroy them.
6
I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O LORD, for | it is good.
7
For you have rescued me from | every trouble,
and my eye looks down | on my enemies. R
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Second Reading
James 3: 13--4:3, 7-8a
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and
desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others.
L A reading from James:
13

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts,
do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be
disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.
18
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4:
1
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly,
in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading
Mark 9:30-37
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the
world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a
concern for greatness is servanthood..
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
30

[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know
it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But
they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
33
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Children’s Time
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
Silence for reflection

Song of the Day

O, Christ, What Can it Mean For Us

ELW 431

Kneel or sit as able.

Prayer
A Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s beloved creation.

A brief silence.
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A

Gracious God, you call your church to embody the love you have shown us. Raise us up each
day to bear witness against sin, death, and the grave Embolden your church to take up the cross
against the powers of oppression and death, and guide the faith of our bishops and congregations
and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne,
David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches New Life Lutheran Church of Spruce,
Grace Brethren Bible Church of Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O
God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Creative God, quarks and galaxies bear witness to your imagination. Inspire scientists,

naturalists, and conservationists who work to conserve precious natural resources. Grant us the
wisdom to be good keepers of the earth. Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Sovereign God, you bless citizens with the gifts of reason and perseverance. Embolden

people around the world to seek the common good, to serve their neighbors, and to delight in
freedom. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including Parker Stancil (grandson
of Freedlunds), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (nieces / nephews of
Burdicks and Lance and Kayla Champaco (children of Lisa Pohl). Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Loving God, you bless us with an abundant world. When your children wander homeless,

hungry, and naked, strengthen us to be your presence as we care for all those in need, especially
Ellie Clark, family of Kay Ramsey, Tim Lowe, John Glasgow, Colleen Endsley, Larry Hansen,
Kark Golnek and family, Wendy Eifler, Crop Walk, Family Promise of Barry County, and a safe
move to Georgia for the Kaisers. Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Welcoming God, thank you for this congregation where we have found a home. Make us

restless as we seek new and creative ways to expand our loving invitation to all people who seek
a community. Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A

Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or
in the silence of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Hear us, O God.

C Your love is everlasting.
A In every time and in every place, you have raised up examples of loving service (including

Cyprian, bishop and martyr). Make us all good and loving witnesses to your extravagant
compassion. Hear us, O God.
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C Your love is everlasting.
P

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
C Amen.
Stand as you are able

Sharing the Peace of God
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
Sit

Offering of Gifts and Music
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every
Sunday morning.
Stand as you are able.

Offertory

As the Grains of Wheat

ELW 465 (red book)

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living
thing.
C You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to

you, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow the way of humble service and love, and so, with
the church on earth all creation and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn.

Holy, Holy, Holy

Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamation
P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the
plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.
C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again
into one.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and
drink this cup we proclaim Christ Jesus.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come, come again.
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Congregation:

P Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Amen, Come Lord Jesus; Amen, Come Lord Jesus.

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains are scattered on the hillside become one
bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the
Bread of life, your Son. Amen, Come Holy Spirit. Amen, Come Holy Spirit.

P Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
Holy Church, both now and forever.
C Amen
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Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
C Thanks be to God!
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Communion at Grace
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who
come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus.
 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister.
If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward.
If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the
tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant. Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket
provided.
 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray.
 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune.
 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.

Lamb of God

Additional Verses:
You break the chains of hatred and fear:
You are the way of justice and peace:
You are the way of mercy and love:
You are the bread of life for us all:
You pour your Holy Spirit on us:
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Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

ELW 712

Children of the Heavenly Father

ELW 781

Praise the One who Breaks the Darkness

ELW 843

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
C Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.
Congregational Announcements

Blessing
P God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.
C Amen.
All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward to
make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf to
use for waving and dancing. In the weeks to come this will end and be replaced during Children’s
Time.

Sending Song

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Dismissal
A Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C Thanks be to God.
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ELW 815

Week at a Glance
Sunday, September 23

Worship Services 8:00 and 10:45 am
Children’s Church 10:45 am
High School Youth only 6:30 – 8 pm

Thursday, September 27

Clapper Kids 3:45 pm
Grace Notes 5:45 pm

Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church

Today’s Worship Leaders
8:00 am
10:45 am
Chris Bush
Mark Anton
Pastor Ken
Mark Anton
Jack Vos
Sandy Mosteller
Jan Schreiner
Volunteer
Volunteer
Lance Ogden
Kay Marsh & Dave Neeb
Ed & Luke Domke
Lyle & Joyce Proksch
John & Mary Kleinbrink
Amy Poholski

Table Guild –

Wales Family

Bread Maker –

Volunteers Needed

Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, September 30, 2018
8:00 am
10:45 am
Anna Scheck
Vickey Argo
Pastor Ken
Vickey Argo
Anna Scheck
Jeanette Markwart
Laura Scheck
Mark Anton
Volunteer
Emma Peck
Volunteer
Gary Golnek & Mark Anton
Volunteer
Doug & Diane Neeb
Kim & Lydia Markwart

Table Guild –

Wales Family

Bread Maker –

Volunteers Needed

18SP -15

Stewardship Information
Worshippers last week: 72

Weekly Giving: $2,746.00 Budget Amount: $4,576.53

Adult Forum will meet at 9:30 a.m. Words can be spoken in many ways. What does it mean to
speak words with authority? Next week we study about a coming new world.
Family Promise Brunch on Sunday, September 30, between services at 9:15 am. Mark your
calendars to attend. If you are willing to help in bringing food, please sign up on the bulletin board.
A free-will offing will be received for Family Promise.
CROP Hunger Walk – What are you doing SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 Come walk with us in
the CROP Hunger Walk to raise funds to fight hunger in our community and around the
world. We’ll start and end at EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL 315 W Center St,
Hastings. Registration starts at 1:30 and the Walk starts at 2:00. See SIGN UP BOARD or Kim
Domke for more information and how to walk or donate to CROP.
Carpet Debt Update. On 8/25/18, we had a debt of $6,973.38. As of this week our debt is
currently $5,623.38 If every baptized member gave $50.00 the debt would be gone. Please
prayerfully consider giving a gift beyond your normal giving to Grace and designate as “Carpet
Fund”.
Brothers of Grace Retreat on September 29th at the home of Joe Longcor (7521 Herman Dr,
Delton). Doug Neeb will be leading us in a discussion about how far we are willing to go to be
closer to God. Arrive 8 am and wrap up at 11:30. For more details, contact Joe at 616-430-1225
or email him joelongcor@mei.net.
Lakewood Area Choral Society will present a concert of sacred music at 3 pm today at Hastings
Church of the Nazarene. Singers from Grace include Jack & Carol Vos, Linda Melcher, Cindy
Olson and Joe Varkula. Come and enjoy a great concert!
Congregational Care Committee will meet on Monday, October 1st at 3:00 pm.
Calendars – Orders now being taken for God’s Creation calendars at $5.00 each. Order by Oct.
8 on the sheet in the Gathering Area. Payments can be made during office hours or placed in
Wendy’s mailbox with all information.
Grace has received Thank You notes for the following: United Way – Backpack school
supplies, $70 cash for supplies; Barry County Cares - $74.56 from Noisy Offering this month and
$16.67 from August; Family Promise of Barry County - $1000 donation.
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