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Pass the Salt
Flavored salt is a relatively new trend in the culinary world. Salt can be infused with
many different flavors including saffron, chocolate, lemon, even bacon. Online recipes
are widely available for do-it-yourselfers, or you can order flavored salt from many
online retailers. The possibilities for flavoring salt seem endless. Salt is good, and
apparently it can be seasoned.
Our bodies need salt to function properly. In the ancient world, salt was a big commodity
because it was used as a preservative essential for storing food. Entire communities could
suffer from starvation if they didn’t have sufficient supplies of salt. Salt was so valuable
that it was used as currency in some places. Roman soldiers were often given salt as part
of their wages. The word salary comes from the Latin phrase salarium argentum, “salt
money.”
So salt isn’t simply “good,” as Jesus says in today’s gospel reading (Mark 9:50). It is vital
to life and health. We might interpret Jesus’ teaching as saying that salt is more important
than your hand or your foot, needed far more than either of your eyes, and worth more
than your life. Salt isn’t just salt here; it’s belief in the power of the name of Jesus.
Jesus tells us that everyone will be “salted with fire” (Mark 9:49). This salty fire both
burns and gives warmth. This salt, belief in the power of Jesus and his name, is a
preservative—not for food, but for our salvation. We aren’t meant to place stumbling
blocks in front of others or prevent them from getting flavored with belief in Jesus,
because that leaves all of us bland and tasteless. What God wants for us is a salty,
flavorful life.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

BEFORE WORSHIP
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every
Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and
Community Outreach Committees. Sometimes there are additional questions on the
back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card.
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19th Sunday After Pentecost
September 30, 2018
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the church
and the fruits of the Spirit.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Pre-Service Music
Welcome/Worship Instructions
Stand as you are able

Gathering Music

God of Grace and God of Glory

ELW 705 (red book)

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in

steadfast love, be with you.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us Pray… Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you.
C Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
Sit

First Reading
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God
provides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows
the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of
God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?
L A reading from Numbers:
4
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If
only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up,
and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”
10
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents.
Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD,
“Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you
lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them,
that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the
land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this
people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all
this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put
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me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”
16
So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have
them take their place there with you.”
24
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the
cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.
26
Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the
spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and
so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen
men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake?
Would that all the LORD‘s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on
them!”
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19:7-14
7
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes.
9
The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R
11
By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R
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Second Reading

James 5:13-20

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrating with
those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, and offering
forgiveness to each other.
L A reading from James:
13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
16
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the
earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.
19
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by
another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the
sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading
Mark 9:38-50
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and
sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried
to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who
does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is
not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because
you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
42
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown
into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to
be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to
enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where
their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
49
“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
38

Sit

Children’s Time
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
Silence for reflection

Song of the Day

Lord, Speak to Us that We may Speak

Kneel or sit as able.
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ELW 676

Prayer
A Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s beloved creation.

A brief silence.
Gracious God, you gather congregations together by the power of your word. Bless leaders with
the gifts of wisdom and discernment as they seek to make your church the community for which
you long. Embolden your church to take up the cross against the powers of oppression and death,
and guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church,
including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod
companion churches Spruce Lutheran Church of Spruce, Hastings Assembly of God; Minister of
Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Creative God, blue whales and honeybees sing the goodness of the earth. Glaciers and deserts

declare your greatness. Make us good stewards of our home for the generations to come. Hear us,
O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Sovereign God, you raise up governments to protect the widow and orphan. Bless citizens

with wisdom and discernment as they choose leaders. Inspire leaders to always seek the common
good. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),
Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks) and Kayla and Lance Champaco
(Pohls). Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Loving God, you desire health and wholeness. Reconcile the conflicts and disputes among us.

Teach us to heal the trauma of racism and poverty. Break our hearts open to all those who suffer
and mourn, especially the family of Ryan Rock, Karl Golnek and family, Larry Hansen, Keith
and Carolyn Moffit, Tim Lowe, Colleen Endsley, Ellie Clark, and John Glasgow. Hear us, O
God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A Welcoming God, you place children among us. Teach us to honor the children in our midst

and to pay attention to what they can teach us about who you are. Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
A

Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or
in the silence of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Hear us, O God.

C Your love is everlasting.
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A You surround us with a cloud of witnesses who announce the good news of abundant life to a

sad and needy world. Make us a pilgrim people, always telling the story of your loving kindness.
Hear us, O God.
C Your love is everlasting.
P

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
C Amen.
Stand as you are able

Sharing the Peace of God
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
Sit

Offering of Gifts and Music
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every
Sunday morning.
Stand as you are able.

Offertory

As the Grains of Wheat

ELW 465 (red book)

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living
thing.
C You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to

you, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow the way of humble service and love, and so, with
the church on earth all creation and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn.

Holy, Holy, Holy

Eucharistic Prayer and Acclamation
P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the
plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.
C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again
into one.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and
drink this cup we proclaim Christ Jesus.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come, come again.
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Congregation:

P Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Amen, Come Lord Jesus; Amen, Come Lord Jesus.

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains are scattered on the hillside become one
bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the
Bread of life, your Son. Amen, Come Holy Spirit. Amen, Come Holy Spirit.

P Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your
Holy Church, both now and forever.
C Amen
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Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
C Thanks be to God!
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Communion at Grace
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who
come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus.
 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister.
If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward.
If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the
tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant. Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket
provided.
 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray.
 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune.
 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.

Lamb of God

Additional Verses:
You break the chains of hatred and fear:
You are the way of justice and peace:
You are the way of mercy and love:
You are the bread of life for us all:
You pour your Holy Spirit on us:
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O Christ, Our Hope

ELW 604

Come, Ye Disconsolate

ELW 607

Let Us Break Bread Together

ELW 471

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
C Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.
Congregational Announcements

Blessing
P God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever.
C Amen.
All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward to
make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf to
use for waving and dancing. In the weeks to come this will end and be replaced during Children’s
Time.

Sending Song

Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing

Dismissal
A Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
C Thanks be to God.
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ELW 545

Week at a Glance
Sunday, September 30

Worship Services 8:00 and 10:45 am
Brunch for Family Promise
Children’s Church 10:45 am

Monday, October 1

Congregation Care Mtg. 3:00 pm

Tuesday, October 2

Executive Mtg. 6:00 pm

Thursday, October 4

Clapper Kids 3:45 pm
Grace Notes 5:45 pm

Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church

Today’s Worship Leaders
8:00 am
10:45 am
Anna Scheck
Vickey Argo
Pastor Ken
Vickey Argo
Anna Scheck
Jeanette Markwart
Laura Scheck
Mark Anton
Volunteer
Emma Peck
Volunteer
Gary Golnek & Mark Anton
Volunteer
Doug & Diane Neeb
Kim & Lydia Markwart

Table Guild –

Wales Family

Bread Maker –

Laura Scheck

Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, October 7, 2018
8:00 am
10:45 am
Randy Teegardin
Traci Wales
Jack Vos
Mark Anton
Carol Vos
Gwen Hansen
Brenda Teegardin
Diana Neeb
Volunteer
Lance Ogden
John Burdick/Kay Marsh
Doug & Diane Neeb
Jack & Carol Vos
Eve Wright/Jeanette Markwart
Doug and Diane Neeb

Table Guild –

Jeanette Ulrich,

Bread Maker –

Jeanette Markwart
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Stewardship Information
Worshippers last week: 81

Weekly Giving: $3,961.00 Budget Amount: $4,576.53

Adult Forum will meet today at 10:00 am. We will study how baptism makes us full members
of the body of Christ, and how baptism is the only criterion for a person to begin taking
communion. Next week we will study a “new” world coming.
Time and Talent Survey will be taken during the announcements. There will be special music
during this time to give all who are completing the survey an ability to fill in these ministry sheets.
Today, after the Time and Talent Survey, the Youth and Adults who went on the Mission to
Houston will give a presentation. We are thankful for their ministry in the name of Jesus Christ
and look forward to hearing what they took away from this mission experience.
Family Promise Brunch: today between services at 9:30 am. A free-will offering will be received
to benefit Family Promise.
Congregational Care Committee will meet on Monday, October 1st at 3:00 pm.
On October 14, 2018 there will be a preplanning funeral/memorial class during the
Adult Forum time. We will meet at 9:30 for this informative class.
Calendars – Orders now being taken for God’s Creation calendars at $5.00 each. Order by Oct.
8 on the sheet in the Gathering Area. Payments can be made during office hours or placed in
Wendy’s mailbox with all information.
High School Youth Group will meet next Sunday at 6:00 pm.
CROP Hunger Walk –Sunday, October 14: Come walk with us in the CROP Hunger Walk to
raise funds to fight hunger in our community and around the world. We’ll start and end at
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL 315 W Center St, Hastings. Registration starts at 1:30 and the Walk
starts at 2:00. See SIGN UP BOARD or Kim Domke for more information and how to walk or
donate to CROP.
Trunk or Treat, Wednesday, October 31 5:30 – 8:00 pm. We invite you to bring bags of
candy to share with the approximately 300 children and their parents that we expect from the
Hastings community here at Grace.
Pasty Sale November 3rd. Please sign up to help prepare dough on the 1st, cutting meat on the
2nd and putting the pasties together on the 3rd. Unbaked are $6.00 while baked pasties are
$7.00. Sales sheet are posted on bulletin board. If you have any questions, please see Joe
Longcor at Grace or leave a message at 269-623-2348.
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