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February Facts
February 1st marks the
halfway point between
the winter solstice and
the vernal equinox.
In ancient Rome,
Februarius was the “Month
of Purification” and great
festivites were held to
reestablish the empire’s
focus on righteous living.
In Rome, at the Spring
Cleaning Festival, people
were ritually washed.
February is the only month
that can have no full moon.
The word ‘month’ is
originated from the
“moon-th”, describing one
complete lunar cycle and the
length of a month.
Approximately 150 million
Valentine's Day cards are
exchanged annually,
making Valentine's Day the
second most popular
card-sending holiday after
Christmas.

Deadline for inclusion
in the March 2019
GraceGram is
February 17, 2019.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

FEBRuary
GraceGram
Glorify God in the day of visitation.
1 Peter 2:12
At our Epiphany service, we had three visitors come and join us. I am pretty sure
that none of them rode in on camel or followed a star into our parking lot. But for
some reason, all of them were drawn to be in this place on that Sunday morning.
Why did they come? What are the looking for? What do they expect to find here
at Grace Church?
Most visitors, just as the magi, seek the hope and strength that comes from
knowing that we are claimed and loved by God. They seek to know that their lives
and the work they do matter.
If we are at all true to our calling, they have come to the right place. They will
meet Christ in Word, in bread and wine, and in the welcome embrace of those
already present. They will hear, taste and see the grace of God as it is lived out in a
community of faithful who care and love for each other.
As a pastor, I have realized that there is simply nothing more attractive or faithful
than being God’s community… and to be visibly living out that community when
folk come seeking. That does not mean we will always like each other or even
agree with one another. But we can choose to love one another for the sake of
Christ. And we can make our life together and our work together in Christ of such
priority that it shines like that star of old.
I don’t know what the result of those Epiphany visitations will be. Perhaps some
of our visitors will return. Perhaps not. But I pray that they will have found
among us the living faith, an affirmation that there is a place, a people among
whom God’s grace and goodness is alive.
In a recent survey, 56-63% of people indicated that they would attend church if asked by a family
member or friend. Who will you be inviting to join us?
Let us welcome those who visit and glorify
God in all we do.
Pastor Ken +

EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN
The Congregational Care Committee is starting an email
prayer chain. Participants would be notified by email and
would commit to praying for those in need as requests are
received. This new program is intended to compliment,
not replace, the ministry our Shepherd’s
Ministry already provides to our
members. If interested in being a part
of this prayer chain, please contact Jane
Secor at secorje@gmail.com.

Outreach Committee
HOLLY TROLLY THANKS
We had another great campaign for
Christmas in 2018. Collectively, our
sponsors’ generosity provided 3,459 rides
free of charge to anyone in the community
that wanted to ride and enjoy the holiday
spirit, music, shopping and sights!
You are the reason our County, City and
Villages stand above the others.
- Bill Voigt, Barry County Transit

There are 13 more people trained in CPR, First Aid & AED in
Barry County. Also, 4 people
attended the free AED awareness
session. Thanks to Grace Lutheran
for hosting the training and to
Thrivent Action Plans for financial
support. Classes are made
available locally at a reduced cost
so everyone can afford these
lifesaving skills.

Watch for the next training to be held in the spring.

Save the Date for Barry County Relay For Life

Same Location: Tyden Park in Hastings
Same Time: 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Same people invited: FREE for all to participate, all ages
Survivors, those who care for them and anyone who has lost a loved one to cancer.
So, WHAT has changed????? >>>>THE DATE
The Relay will be held the SECOND weekend of JUNE!
Saturday, JUNE

8, 2019

Giving Tree Report January 2019
Outreach Committee
MANY THANKS to everyone for the bountiful gifts under the Giving
Tree. Our community has been blessed by your generosity. The
United Way now has 65 more cleaning supplies to hand out to those
who need some assistance. The students in Hastings Area Schools
have also been blessed. Between the people of Grace and a $250
Thrivent Grant, we collected 25 pairs of shoes, 80 pairs of socks, 42
underwear, 24 hats, and 20 pairs of gloves and mittens.

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:

Military:

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Dorothy Mayo

Carvath Village, Room 149 B

Vivian Allerding

Thornapple Manor, Sugarbush Rm 408
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings

Vern Allerding

2122 N M-43 Hwy / Hastings

Opal Gillons

611 E Woodlawn / Hastings
Mallard Pond Apt 217

Ilene Hilson

770 River Rd / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Mary Rider

611 Woodlawn Ave/Hastings
Mallard Pond, Apt 109

Keith Moffit

Woodlawn Meadows
1821 N East St. / Hastings
937 Maple Circle
Hastings

Elsie Merrow

Nieces / nephews of Burdicks
Alexis Kelmer (New Mexico)
Dylan Kelmer (Germany)
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and Son-in– Law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford
Cody Crawford
Son-in-Law of Sandy & Matt Mikolajczyk
Zach Green (US Army—Africa)
Gwen Hansen
Brody Rudesill

The Ornaments of Blessings were so beautiful they just had to be
shared. Here are some of the wonderful gifts God has bestowed upon
the people of Grace. Look in the Gathering space for more.

I am blessed with…
Good friends
A home, A car
Video games and my math skills
A precious dog
My daughters, my sons, all my children
Food every day
A job I love
FAMILY...both blood and spiritual
A church in which to worship freely
Loving wife and family
Loving husband
Seeing God with the eyes of my Soul
Loving God’s bounty
Drawing and painting
A supportive, loving family PLUS this Grace Family
Good health, a roof over my head, a good job & the gift of Jesus in my
life
God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit

Verse of the Month:
The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have
loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you
with unfailing kindness. “
Jeremiah 31:3

Febrary Birthdays
Tori Schoessel
Jack Vos
Liz Markwart
Mattea Markwart
Donald Granzow
Teresa Burdick
Joseph Longcor
Lorraine Freedlund
Gale Morway
Vern Allerding
Kate Watson

2/10
2/14
2/15
2/15
2/15
2/16
2/19
2/22
2/27
2/28
2/28

Febrary Anniversaries
Matt & Sandra Mikolajczyk
Frank & Ann Bolton

2/20
2/28

Presidential Ponderings

- from Chris Bush

Most of our Grace family know that I retired at the end of 2018. I wasn’t sure how quickly I would adjust to my
new schedule, or maybe I should call it a “non-schedule.” I think I have already achieved the retiree mindset
because, as I mentioned to Shirley B, I’m beginning to forget what day of the week it is! I am feeling the stress of
deadlines, briefing management and the legislature, and preparing for public meetings melt away. People have
asked me if I have any big plans like a trip or am I just going to kick back, and the short answer is no. The longer
answer is, I do want to take care of tasks that have been put on hold: doing the housework that had received only
a lick and a promise, starting up the beekeeping and maple-syruping again, pruning back the fruit trees and grape
vines, more hiking and backpacking. Although my pace is more relaxed, I keep busy,
like many other retirees. The working-life chapter has finished up; the next chapter has
begun.
We are seeing work projects at Grace finishing up: the carpeting is nearly done, we
have some trim that still needs to go on the walls, but much of what we set out to do
with the renovations has been accomplished. Our transformation has been impressive,
not only our building but ourselves too. We are more welcoming, more known in the
community, and more reflective of God’s light and love. The next pasty sale will help
fund the replacement of the HVAC unit that serves the offices, allowing staff and
visitors to those offices to be comfortable. We are looking into adding signage in the building to point users and
visitors to where they need to go. Our support of Family Promise and other outreach programs will continue to
grow. So, with God’s work, there is no kicking back. Let us keep the mindset of using our gifts of time, talents,
and treasure to bring God’s kingdom to earth.

Mutual Ministry Committee Members
Brenda Teegardin, chair
Pastor Ken Scheck, clergy
Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
Julian Kratochvil
Carl Schoessel
Clyde Watson
Kristi Winick

616.560.5910
269.370.4632
517.242.3725
806.336.0661
269.838.8407
269.953.4928
269.953.6638

If there are any concerns, please contact any
member. If you have a complaint, we ask that you
share it with us. If you are uncomfortable talking
directly with a member of the committee, please
know you can share your concern via text
message. The Mutual Ministry Committee is
having a listening post during the first quarter of
2019. Pastor Ken Scheck and Cindy Olson, our
staff members, will not be present for this
listening post. We want feedback and concerns
given to the Mutual Ministry, so that our ministry
can grow. If it is broken and we do not hear
about it, we cannot address it. Thanks for your
partnership in ministry.

Didja Know?

- Chris Bush



Did you know that although we have a nursery, if
families want to use it during worship, we do not have
many volunteers to keep it consistently staffed? Please
pray about this ministry need!



Did you know that Grace Council minutes are available
in the church office? Or that you can ask Wendy (our
Parish Administrator) to get you a paper or electronic
copy? Council reviews and approves the previous
month’s minutes at each meeting, so the minutes
currently available as of the printing of this newsletter
are for the December 2018 meeting.

Our Christian Sympathy goes to Kate Watson,
whose father Bill Politis entered the Church

Triumphant.
Our Christian Sympathy goes to
Laura Scheck, whose mother
Alice Katterhenrich entered
the Church Triumphant.

We pray that God’s Holy Spirit surrounds those
who mourn. Let them remember the promise
of the resurrection.

Praising God with Puppets
Did you know that Grace once had a Puppet
Praise Ministry program? We have somewhere
between 20 and 30 puppets, along with a
moveable stage, that have been used for
Vacation Bible School, other special programs,
and even as the homily. Both youth and adults
have been puppeteers, and
many of the skits have been
written by Grace members!
It’s been some time since we
have heard from the
puppets. Is this ministry
calling you? Please let Chris
Bush know of your interest!

Thank You to all my church family for your prayers and
to each of you who have helped me get to radiation
appointments in Kalamazoo.
I wish I could be back in church ,but for now, that’s on
the back burner. I do feel the presence of your prayers.
Much Love to each and everyone of you!
Mary Jane Hayner

“SOUPER”–BOWL SUNDAY
Sunday, Feb. 3rd, two NFL teams will play for the Vince
Lombardi Trophy and one team will be crowned as the
champion of the 2018 season. That same day we will
again give every member an opportunity to vote for their
favorite team as the Outreach Committee hosts another
Souper Bowl lunch following the 10:45 worship service.
Vote for your favorite team by placing a contribution in
the soup jar of your team or in the “I don’t care who
wins” jar. All donations will be forwarded to the ELCA
World Hunger Campaign. See the display table in the
gathering area.
There will be a wide variety
of soups, breads, salads and
desserts available for lunch
provided by the Outreach
Committee members. No,
sorry, the Lions, Bears, or
Packers will not be available
for a vote again this year.

VS

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Vice President: Margaret Wood

Sunday @ 8:00 am

Secretary: Kate Watson

and 10:45 am

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin

Our Staff:
Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org
Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music

Church Council

Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 9 AM - 4PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Members/Liaisons
Derrick Rosenberger (Small Groups)
Sheryl Gorden (Worship)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)
Jan Schreiner (Congregational Care)
Shayna Gibbons (Children/Youth)
John Burdick (Property)
Carrie Duits (Stewardship)
Bill Freedlund (Social Activities)

Grace Lutheran
Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ECLA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645
Worship Committee:
gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
10:45 am
1st Sunday after Labor Day
through May @ 10:45 a.m.

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

4
5
Pastor’s Office Hrs
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
10 am—Noon
Social Activities 6:30 pm Executive Mtg 6 pm

11
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Outreach Mtg 4:30 pm

3 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am
Soup-er Bowl 12:15

10 Services
8 am & 10:45 am
Noisy Offering
Youth Group 6 pm

26
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

24 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am
Youth Group 6 pm

25
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

19
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am-Noon

17 Services:
18
8 am & 10:45 am
Pastor’s Office Hrs
Worship Comm. After 10 am –Noon
2nd service

12
Pastor to Grand Rapids
Women of Faith 1:30
(Mallard Pond)
Brothers of Grace 7 pm

29

28

27

Tue

Mon

Sun

February 2019

27
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

20
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Council Mtg 6 pm

13
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

6
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Mutual Ministry
6pm

30

Wed

28
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Clapper Kids 3:45
Grace Notes 5:45

(Tentative MEF Comm 6pm)

21
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
.Clapper Kids 3:45
Grace Notes 5:45

14
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Clapper Kids 3:45
Grace Notes 5:45

7
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Clapper Kids 3:45
Grace Notes 5:45

31

Thu

22

15

8

1

Fri

23

16

9
MOVIE NIGHT
6:30 pm

2

Sat

