
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH Issue 10-2015  
 

 

 

 

GRACEGRAM 

October 2015 
 

   

HOLY COMMUNION OFFERED EVERY SUNDAY   

The Evangelism Committee has 

begun a study of a book that could 

help us understand how to begin 

thinking about doing ministry and 

mission in our world today.  Dave 

Daubert’s book, Living Lutheran: 

Renewing Your Congregation 

(Augsburg Fortress: Minneapolis, 

MN, 2007) gives us a view of a 

number of “vibrant, relevant, and 

growing ministries” of the ELCA and 

tries to see what they say to those 

Lutheran congregations that are not 

growing.  Here is what D. Daubert 

says in the concluding paragraphs of 

chapter one.  Read and enjoy: 

What was the difference between 

these vibrant ministries and the more 

typical Lutheran congregation?  The 

study showed that declining and 

growing congregations were doing 

the same things.  Getting a better 

sign, adding a contemporary worship 

service, putting ads in the paper 

showed up in both fast growing and 

fast shrinking ministries. 

While similar 

techniques and 

tactics were 

applied by both 

groups of churches, the 

congregations that were vibrant and 

growing and had a real impact were 

almost always clear about two things.  

First, they were clear about their 

purpose or their vision for ministry.  

They had an understanding of what 

God was doing and how they could 

be a part of that.  It was known and 

shared by the membership.  It was as 

important to many in the pews as it 

was to the pastors in the pulpit.  

Second, these vibrant congregations 

showed an openness to change in 

order to be faithful.  “We’ve never 

done it that way before,” was 

replaced with, “What do we need to 

do to be effective for God?” 

On the other hand, struggling 

congregations were focused most 

often on their own survival and not 

much else.  When asked about God’s 

purpose for their ministry, they 

lacked clarity and commitment to 

mission.  There was no purpose.  

Vision was dim.  In addition, these 

places reported little enthusiasm for 

change.  They would try something if 

it would keep them alive, but it didn’t 

bring a sense of wonder and 

adventure.  It was received as a 

burden. 

In short, evangelism simply to recruit 

members for the church doesn’t work.  

God isn’t interested in a bigger 

church as much as God is interested 

in a transformed world.  Renewing 

ministry means reconnecting the 

church with what God is up to in the 

world.  A renewed congregation 

exists for others more than for itself.  

It sees partnering with God as 

exciting and adventuresome—a 

chance to extend God’s love to others 

and to meet new people who will be 

allies in God’s work. 

The study also showed that the only 

logical place for the church to begin 

to implement transformation is with 

those of us who love the church and 

are already followers of Jesus.  We 

start with us because we are the only 

people we can change.  If we are not 

clear about our purpose, clear about 

what is important and open to being 

changed by God, then nothing else is 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
by Pastor Paul E. Kuhlman 
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likely to happen.  And if we are not 

serious about this new life that comes 

from Christ, why would we expect 

someone else to be?  Sadly, too many 

Lutherans have been lulled into 

believing, “If we could just get some 

new people in here, this church would 

really do something.”  Why would we 

trust that people we have not yet met 

will be more committed to this than 

we are?  The task of becoming better 

disciples starts one life at a time, and 

the process begins with us. (pages15-

16)  

 

Reformation Sunday—a 

different look 

Reformation 

celebrations and 

Sundays are some of 

Lutherans “sacred 

cows.”  “Oh my, end of 

October without a 

Reformation service?  

Why, it’s a sacrilege!”  

Ok, ok, I am not 

proposing we eliminate it completely, 

just change the readings for the day.  

The Twenty- second Sunday after 

Pentecost (Lectionary 30) has a group 

of readings we seldom get to hear 

because of Reformation Sunday 

readings.   

Therefore, on October 25, the red 

paraments and vestments will not be 

in place, we will be using the 

traditional green, the readings for 

Lectionary 30 will be read, and we 

will hear a miracle story we seldom 

get to hear.  Not to worry, we will 

still sing “A Mighty Fortress,” you 

will see some read in the chancel 

area, and Luther will be quoted.  

After all, Reformation is a Lutheran 

tradition.  

Let’s just tone the volume down a bit 

this year and next so that in 2017, the 

Five Hundredth Anniversary of the 

nailing of the 95 Thesis to the church 

door in Wittenberg by 

Martin Luther, can take 

on a whole new 

beginning of 

rediscovering the 

writings, theology and 

table talk of our 

movements founder, 

ML. 

 

 

 

In Sundays and Seasons, a lectionary 

and worship resource for Sunday 

worship, this is said of All saints 

Day: “On All Saints Day we celebrate 

the victory won for all the faithful 

dead, but we grieve for our beloved 

dead as well, knowing that God 

honors our tears.  We bring our grief 

to the table and find there a foretaste 

of Isaiah’s feast to come.”  All 

Saints’ Day is an assigned day for the 

church to remember those who have 

served Jesus’ church and have joined 

the heavenly chorus.   

This year on November 1 we will 

remember our blessed dead—friends, 

family and neighbors.  In your 

bulletin that Sunday you will find a 

slip of paper where you can write the 

name(s) of those who have passed 

away that you would like to 

remember.  At the appointed time in 

the service, you will bring that paper 

forward to the pastor where the name 

will be read, a chime on the organ 

will play and you will be able to light 

a candle in memory.  Please hold the 

number of names to no more than 3-

4.  The names of those who have died 

this past year at Grace will be the first 

remembered by the pastor on All 

Saints’ Day.
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY  

November 1, 2015 

Living Liturgy—Essentially Christian—NOT so Essential.  

In grad school I wrote a lengthy paper trying to make the case for those elements of Sunday liturgy that are essential for 

Christian/catholic worship.  Though the reviews from the faculty were mixed, I was encouraged to continue my reflection, 

and I still hold today that there are several essential elements of Christian/catholic liturgy and worship that must be present 

each Sunday/Sunday-like gathering.  In other words, on the day that the community gathers together to worship God and 

remember the actions and words of Jesus, certain elements must be present for worship to be authentically “Christian.” 

I know, we worship in many different ways, using many different elements and practices.  But there are a number of elements 

or liturgical practices that were born in the first two centuries of the church.  These elements were born and tested under the 

fire of persecution, and they still inform and grow the church today. 

The elements I believe to be “essential elements of Christian worship” are the following: Hymn(s) of Praise; Old and New 

Testament Readings, including the Psalms; Sermon/Homily; Prayers of the Faithful; Offering; Holy Communion with a 

Eucharistic Prayer (prayer of thanksgiving, Words of Institution and a call to the Holy Spirit--epiklesis); Blessing/Benediction 
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Trunk-or-Treat has 

been one of those 

mission events 

that has both 

drawn a large 

response from the 

community and a 

good response from 

the members of Grace.  Though this 

program was initially leaderless and 

in doubt this year, a number of 

members have recognized the 

importance of the program and have 

agreed to schedule and organize it. 

This year, however, we are proposing 

to do it in a slightly different format.  

Rather than freezing in the parking 

lot, Trunk-or Treat will become an 

indoor event.  We want to decorate 

each of the doorways that open up 

from classrooms to the circular hall; 

there are eight all together (counting 

only classrooms).  We would also 

like to decorate the entrance to the 

building with a Halloween motif, and 

the space in front of the office where 

we would like to offer treats to the 

adults who will be accompanying 

their children.   

Here is what we need from the people 

of Grace: 

a. People/couples/families who would 

be willing to decorate a doorway and 

be present on October 31st to hand 

out candy and other goodies to the 

children. 

b. Couple/family willing to decorate 

the entrance to the building. 

c. Couples/families who would be 

willing to decorate the area in front of 

the offices and welcome everyone 

while offering treats to the adults.  

We need several people who can help 

with this, the most important 

“welcoming” job of all. 

d. People who are willing to direct 

the visitors to park and enter the 

building from the parking lot (an 

outdoor job, but we promise 

lots of hot chocolate to 

those who choose this 

job). 

e. Member 

donations of “large” sacks of candy, 

or monetary donations to help others 

buy in bulk. 

If you would like to help, talk to 

Mary Kuhlman, 945-9683, 

maryrkuhlman@gmail.com, or let the 

office know of your offer.  A box for 

candy donations will appear very 

soon in the narthex. 

 

If we are committed to mission in the 

community, this is a great 

opportunity.  The community will be 

coming to us, and we just have to be 

joyful and enthusiastic hosts.  Help us 

put on the “best” face of Grace! 

Maybe we should call it “Grace-and-

Treat,” or “Come and Sweet,” or 

“Take and Treat,” or…..Stop it!  

ENOUGH already!!! 

 

Grace's Facebook Page has been 

resurrected and is alive and kicking! 

If you manage an event or committee 

you need to publicize or just have 

great content you think the Grace 

community would like to read, please 

submit the information to one of the 

Facebook administrators: Kate 

Watson, Chris Bush, or Pastor Paul. 

 

 

 

Trunk-or-Treat 
October 31, Halloween at Grace 

Though these elements are essential in Sunday worship, their order is of lesser importance.  These elements must be present 

for a Sunday liturgy to be “authentically” catholic, not just visibly or partially Christian—rooted in the traditions of the 

church.  The order or placement of these elements is secondary. 

If we can say there are essential liturgical elements, then we can also say that there are also “non-essential” elements.  Some 

people would like to think that these non-essential elements are really “less-essential” and still need to be present in worship.  

I disagree.  The “non-essential elements” came long after the body of the liturgy was established, and were added for any 

number of important or significant reasons and purposes.  But they remain “non-essential” because they did not grow out of 

the years of persecution and growth. 

The “non-essential elements” would include: Confession of Sins; Greeting/Invocation; Kyrie; Prayer of the Day; Children’s 

Sermon; Hymn of the Day; Confession of Faith/Creed; Offering Prayer; Preface and Preface Proper; Holy, Holy, Holy; Prayer 

after Communion; Communion Hymns; Sending Hymn; Sending 

I am not saying that some or most of these elements are unimportant, or that they should not be included in Sunday worship at 

all.  Their inclusion might help the flow of worship, and in some cases they give us a unique understanding or perspective.  

We can change or remove these parts during different seasons of the year.   

Grace’s 

Facebook Page 
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Faith and Art Walk News 
 

The Faith and Art Walk has been placed on hold at this 

time. We will revisit our plans for a later date. Looking 

forward to the participation of those who can write 

devotions, act as greeters and take part in music.  We can 

make this a go with the support of our congregation! Please 

watch for more rescheduling details as they are developed. 

October Education News 
by Lorraine Freedlund 

   The “Faith Building” Intergenerational Opening for 

Sunday School took place on Sunday, September 13th. 

The Theme was from 1 John 1:7 “ But if we walk in 

the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 

with another..” 

  Chris Bush lead the All Hands and Hearts faith-

building activity groups. This was followed by Pastor 

Paul and Mary Kuhlman leading the Grace community 

in singing several uplifting songs. Kim Domke ended 

the fellowship gathering in joyful prayer. All enjoyed 

the snacks and refreshments during the celebration of 

community. 

  Thank you to Carl Schoessel, Chris Bush , Dave 

Neeb, and Mark Bishop for sharing their Christian 

faith as teachers during Sunday School this year. Our 

Grace community should support these teachers by 

praying for them each Sunday as they are God's 

helping hands. 

  The Education “faith building” group will continue to 

meet throughout this year. This group will continue to 

brain-storm ideas, activities, and programming that 

will increase youth and adult participation as we grow 

together as a community of the faithful here at Grace 

Lutheran. 

   An upcoming event to plan for is the Advent/ 

Christmas celebration in December. There have been 

several ideas suggested and on-going planning is  

taking place. 

Faith-Building – Off and Running! 

The first All Hearts and Hands Faith-Building Sunday 

(formerly known as Intergenerational Sunday School) was 

September 13.  The theme was about having fellowship 

with each other (see 1 John 1:7).  We sang some new and 

some familiar songs, led by Mark Kuhlman and Curt 

Johnson.  After reading the Bible verse, we played “This 

AND That,” listing familiar phrases that have the word 

“and” in them.  Sure, everyone could think of peanut butter 

and jelly, mac and cheese, salt and pepper.  But not 

everyone came up with Sonny and Cher; Batman and 

Robin; red, white, and blue; or love and marriage (awww).  

We then paired up and got to know each other better so that 

we could fill out Prayer Partner cards.  After that, we made 

magnets with the Bible verse on them, so we could keep the 

Prayer Partner card on the fridge door at home as a 

reminder to continuously pray for each other. 

Did you miss out on this faith-building and relationship-

building fun?  Please join us on the next All Hearts and 

Hands Sunday on November 22nd.  Better yet, join with a 

group every Sunday – elementary, middle school, high 

school, or adult – and keep the faith-building and 

relationship-building going! 

EVANGELISM NEWS FOR OCTOBER 
by Bill Freedlund 

“We ask the Holy Spirit to come down to inspire us with 

the knowledge and understanding to take the word and 

teachings of Jesus to our community. Help us to know 

how to present Christianity as relevant to today's world.  

As Christians we have lost touch with many and 

sometimes appear to exist on the fringe of society. Help us 

to become centered again. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, our Lord, Amen” 

 

 “Living Lutheran” by Dave Daubert will be our new book 

study. Congregation members have been invited to take part 

in the review and study of this book over the next several 

months. We hope to begin looking at this book at the 

October meeting. Please stop by when evangelism meets 

and we will have book discussion at the beginning of the 

meeting. Of course, we welcome all to meet further to 

discuss evangelism at Grace. 

  The Backpack Project has been completed. We were able 

to pack 107 backpacks and they were distributed to area 

students. It was decided that any left over funds and 

supplies would be saved for next year. We will review the 

project next year for changes and updates. Seven backpacks 

were also delivered to Hastings Middle School for students 

in need. 

  The Faith and Art Walk will need to be postponed till a 

later date. The event will need greeters and a few more 

devotions. May be necessary to replan for the spring of 

2016. 

  Halloween Trunk or Treat will be looked at again at the 

October meeting. Will need volunteers to represent 

evangelism if this event will be held this year. 

  Christmas basket volunteers will be sought from the 

congregation. Contact will be made with Mary Kleinbrink 

to see how the project worked last year. Will discuss at the 

October meeting. 

  Will review Holly Trolly at the October meeting. We will 

need volunteers to make this project a success. 

  We encourage the congregation to bring forth new ideas in 

order to reach out to the community. The evangelism 

committee needs new recruits to function. Need to 

concentrate on increasing evangelism members at this time. 
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Are you ready to hear those HANDBELLS RINGING again? 

Would you like to be part of an awesome group that Praises the LORD through music? 

Not sure about the commitment or if you can do it?    

(No commitments to the semester until after you try ringing.) 

Then you are invited to come find out at:    Bell Basics Ring -a-Long 

THURS., October 1, 2015    6:00- 8:00 PM 

Regular rehearsals begin OCTOBER 8th  

 for all youth (past and newly interested, minimum 4th  grade) 

 for new adults interested in exploring the bells and handchimes 

 for parents of interested students 

 for past adult members who would like some review 

Rhythm games, bell history, how to hold a bell, “music reading”, bell set up, and more!                                                 

Regular rehearsals every Thursday:  Afterschool youth choir 3:45 to 5:00pm   adult choir 5:45 to 7:00pm                     

2015 ringing Sunday is Dec. 13 at 10:00am   Adults also ring for Advent service on Wed Dec.16 at 6:50pm 

Please let Kim know if you have any questions or if you are planning to come.  (h)945-9181 or (c)908-0024 

 

 

 

 

A reminder and friendly invite to join brothers at Grace 

Lutheran Church on Tuesday night, October 6 from 7-8:30 

p.m. 

 

Phil Poholski will lead a devotion centered around the book 

and upcoming movie titled "90 Minutes in Heaven" ... a 

true story, a challenging story, and a story that asks what 

would you do? 

 

Phil's read the book...should make for rich discussion and 

maybe we will want to host a viewing once released. 

The two YouTube sites below have both a Trailer for the 

upcoming movie and a 1 hour interview with the fellow that 

experienced these HEAVENLY 90 minutes.  Invite another 

brother or friend to join you.  I'm hopeful the women I've 

copied will share with their husbands as well. 

 

 

I may well have missed some Grace men due to not having 

their e-mails.   Hope you extend the invite!   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf69T0DUkuQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6msFt4rnh-0 

 

The meeting will start about 7p.m....then Phil will lead this 

devotion 'til about 8p.m. followed by some brief business 

and discussion of future meetings. 

 

May God bless and lead our time together...   Peace 
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Continuing Prayers 

Companion Synods in Honduras, Papua New Guinea, and Latvia  

Healthy pregnancies 

Jacqueline Endsley 

Sarah Endsley 

Heather Baucom 

Mary Beth DeVinney 

 

Nursing home residents . . . Beth Oehler, Dorothy Mayo, Eileen Oehler, Vivian Allerding 

 

Shut-ins … Dave Bolton, Ilene Hilson, Jamie Coplin, Opal Gillons 

 

Military  

Kayla Pohl, daughter of Rob & Lisa Pohl 

Myrina Clements, daughter of Cherie Clements 

Aaron Endsley, Adam Miller, Alyssa Mills, Amber Reid, Andrew Ferguson, Ashley Gillons, Austin Endsley, Ben 

Curtis, Carl Franson, Charles & Tim Krewson, Cole Davis, Dylan Kelmer, Edward Frost, Greg Scott, Jena Harwood, 

Jon Ingran, Jordan Swank, Josh Lewis, Justin Ogden, Lena Jordon, Noah Daniels, Phil DeVries, Ryan Davis, Spencer 

Reid, Taylor Gould, Tom Fenoseff, Zackary Green, Zach Duits 

 

Each month we will print a “new” list; so if you want a name to appear each month, you will need to let the office know 
each month.  When you notify the office of a name you would wish to add to the prayer list, please include the following 
information: 

--the name of the person added to the prayer list 

--your name and your relationship to the person (friend, co-worker, relative, etc) 

--the reason for the prayers (in general terms, such as “cancer,” “family issues” or “personal concerns”) 

 

Please feel free to include names of people you want the church to pray for who are deployed by the military.  
Members in the military will also be mentioned each Sunday in the prayers. 

On Sunday morning we would like to also remember members of our church family who are in need of prayers due to 
illness. If you would like your name offered on the Sunday prayer list, please contact the office and/or Pastor Paul.  If you 
know of someone in the congregation whom you would like to place on the prayer list for Sunday morning, make sure that 
the person is willing to have their name on the list, and then contact the office. 
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Grace 
Lutheran 

Church 
Gracegram 

239 E. North St. 
Hastings, MI 49058 

Website: www.discover-grace.org 

Facebook:  Grace Lutheran Church-  
ELCA Hastings, MI 

Phone: 269-945-9414  269-945-2645 

Fax: 269-945-2698 

 

    Parish Admin: Victoria Alt   

      ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org  

    Monday – Thursday     8 AM - 3PM                 

    Financial Coord: Linda Trongo  

     trongocamper@mei.net   or 

     LTrongo@grace-hastings.org 

 

    Custodian: Nathan Freedlund 

    Minister of Music: Cindy Olson 

    Choir Accompanists:  

         Marcia  Bowman, Chris Bush 

    Bell Choir Leader: Kim Domke  

    Organist Emeritus: Donna Buehl 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

                                             Winter 

                      (1st Sunday after Labor Day - May) 

                            Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

                                                                    Summer 

                                                           (June – Labor Day) 

                                                   Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

                                                       Sunday School in recess 

                                                                  5th Sundays 

                                                           Sunday @ 10:00am 

                                                               Advent and Lent 

                                                          Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

                                     Winter 

             (1st Sunday after Labor Day – May) 

                                   9:30 AM 

                               5th Sundays 

                                                           Sunday @ 8:45 am 

                                                                               

 

 

 
 

http://www.discover-grace.org/
mailto:ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org
mailto:trongocamper@mei.net
mailto:LTrongo@grace-hastings.org
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Grace 
Lutheran 

Church 
Gracegram 

239 E. North St. 
Hastings, MI 49058 

Website: www.discover-grace.org 

Facebook:   Grace Lutheran Church-
ELCA Hastings, MI 

 

Committee Chairs 
   Brothers of Grace, Joe Longcor 

   Congregational Care, Margaret Wood 

   Education, Lorraine Freedlund 

   Evangelism, Bill Freedlund 

   Property, Tom Peck & Phil Poholski 

   Sarah Circle, Kay Howell 

   Social Activities, Diane Neeb 

   Stewardship, Tim Schoessel 

   Worship, Lorie Gladyness 

   Youth & Family, Jana Bishop 

 

 

 

http://www.discover-grace.org/

