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A Seussian Gospel Message for Our Graduates 

When I graduated from high school, I received the Dr. Seuss classic, “Oh, the Places You’ll 

Go.” Some of you may have also received this book as a graduation gift. The book talks about 

the path that lies ahead of you as you leave the nest. Much of what Dr. Seuss says is quite wise. 

But he missed a few points along the way…and on some points he goes quite astray.  

The book of Act is about the people of God and where they go. Apostles are Jesus-sent people 

who go with the flow, sowing and planting God’s word as the Spirit blows them this way and 

that. Acts of the Apostles fills in the blanks and corrects the kinks in Dr. Seuss’ tome about 

those on the roam. 

Dr. Seuss tells us, that as things begin to happen to us, we will begin happening too. We’re 

happening people. Yes, it true! We’re happening people because God happens too! Jehovah, our 

Lord God, his name means “the happening one.” The question is not what, but “who?” Who 

will be happening you? Will it be God or will other strange nest free birds be happening you? 

As you are happening, do step with great care and tact. Remember that you are God’s child: that 

is a fact! Some may try to confuse you, to convince you that Christ is myth, that the Bible is just 

babble, that you were created by no one. When you are being twisted this way and that by very 

smart people who disagree with you: remember that you are smart too! You possess learning 

and logic. You have theology and doctrine. They ground your faith. Stand on that holy ground 

and defend it with grace. That very smart goat might just do an about face. 

Dr. Suess tells you that “You can steer yourself any direction you choose and that the waiting 

place is a useless place.” Not so says God. Waiting is a holy space. Being on the go is about 

going somewhere. Not meandering mindlessly without care. Wait, pray, and listen too, for 

directions to the places God is sending you. If you rush on ahead, and go your own way, God 

will be there to greet you and set you back straight. But you’ll have taken a long trip through the 

land of Ado-where nothing or little has been accomplished by you. 

Wherever you’re flying, to dorm or barracks or some other nest, join up with another flock: 

campus ministry, chaplain, or congregation. You’ll find, I hope, a new faith family to help you 

fly straight and along the narrow path. Who with you will remember their first bird bath and 

with you take refreshing, renewing dips in that bath again. The bath that made you God’s own 

child; the bath cleansed you from sin; the bath that made you one of God’s people; sealed you 

with Jesus mark; and filled you with the Holy Spirit’s spark. 

You, children, are ready to carry Christ’s banner high because you are a Godly group. You have 

been filled with God’s word, Jesus’ supper, and the Holy Spirit. Now is the time to go, not sit. 

You’ve been “apostled!” You’ve been sent out! It God’s mission you’re about to continue 

along. The Holy Spirit will guide you, have no doubt. “Jesus is risen!” you may shout! But oft 

times the message is clearer in quieter tones…perhaps with a friend over ice cream cones. 



Ascension Sunday 2011 A Pastor Amy Luckey 

Grace Lutheran Church – Hastings, MI October 28, 2011 

 2

Dr. Suess tells you that “You’re on your own…And YOU are the one who’ll decide where to 

go.” Remember, alone you will never be. No, that’s not the case with the Holy Trinity. You’ll 

see. In good times and bad times, happy and sad times, peaceful and scary times, God is with 

you always, to the end, forever. Now that is a promise you can count on in this missionary 

endeavor. 

Jesus has gone up, it’s time for you to go out. Go on, go out into the world. You have been sent. 

Go, go, go until your goes become wents. You will move mountains. Jesus has told you so.  

So, now dear loved ones, with God’s blessing, off you go! Send us a postcard, drop us a note, 

text us a message every now and then. So we can continue to rejoice with you as you wander 

and witness and work for the Lord. From this nest to your next, God is with you. You are blest. 

We wish you all the best. 

And for those of us past graduation age, this message still applies to us too…until Jesus returns 

this world to renew. 


