The Church: A House without Walls
When I worked for the State of Illinois, one of my roles was to research accommodations for
persons with disabilities. As a civil services test developer, it was my role to research and recommend
accommodation alternatives so that persons with disabilities could participate equitably in the civil
service employment process. Over time, accommodations offered included Braille and large print
exams, sign language interpreters, screen reading software, wheelchair accessible testing stations,
and other accommodations.
I was surprised by the amount of pushback to the incorporation of these accommodations –
especially as the accommodations were required by Federal law. Some staff could not comprehend
how accommodations were not unfair advantages that created inequity in the testing process. If
someone couldn’t take the exam in the exact same way they did then the accommodation must be
unfair. For example, isn’t it unfair for someone with dyslexia to use a screen reader instead of reading
for themselves? If they can’t read, shouldn’t this be a disqualifying factor for employment.
But was reading the issue or was comprehension the issue? If someone is applying for a job like
research assistant, the physical ability to visually see and read information is not critical. What is
critical is the ability to comprehend and gather pertinent information related the topic being
researched. Accommodations for persons with disabilities are not “cheats”. Accommodations permit
persons with disabilities to use their knowledge, skills and abilities to participate fully and fruitfully in
our society. Accommodations tear down the artificial dividing wall that had been constructed over time
that separate persons with disabilities from persons without disabilities. A dividing wall that relegated
people who were blind or deaf or otherwise handicapped to institutions that kept them separated from
the non-disabled world. People with disabilities were hidden away, forgotten, disenfranchised
because of ignorance and cultural intolerance. Because persons with disabilities and their advocates
fought for equality and basic civil rights, we now have a law that permits persons with disabilities to
pursue their “American Dreams.”
Have you ever found yourself on the wrong side of a wall? Think a minute about the walls you
have encountered in your life. What side of the wall do you fall on? White or person of color? Male or
female? Euro-American or another nationality? South? Midwest? New England? Lower, middle or
upper class? What opportunities were open or closed to you based upon factors over which you had
no control or choice? None of us choose our skin color. None of us chose our anatomy. None of us
chose our ethnicity. None of us chose where we were born. None of us chose the economic strata we
were born into. It doesn’t feel good to be the one walled out because of something beyond our
control. Walls serve to benefit the few at the expense of the many. Walls serve to protect the
privileged of the expense of the disadvantaged.
I am glad that Jesus was a wall destroyer. Because I would have been twice disadvantaged as
and Gentile and a female. I would have been cut off from the chosen people of God by my ethnicity
and from equal participation in the world because I am a woman. Jesus came to tear down the walls
that separated Jew from Gentile, slave from free, male from female. Jesus came to tear down the
walls that had been erected by the misapplication of the law. God had blessed Abraham to be a
blessing. God had instructed his chosen people to “love their neighbor as themselves.” God had
instructed the Jewish people to offer hospitality to strangers and immigrants.

God was never in the wall building business. The law was never intended to be an impregnable
fortress for the benefit of the few. The law was intended to be a sanctuary – a means of God’s favor
and a refuge from oppression. But, somehow over time the law became a wall: a means of separation
rather than reconciliation. The law was used as a means to cut people out of the covenant promise
between God and humankind.
So, the way to make reparation for the misuse of the covenant of circumcision was to cut a new
covenant. Only this time, God himself would bear the mark of the covenant. God himself would bear
the sign of the covenant on his own body. The mark of the new covenant would be a scarred brow
from the crown of thorns, four nail holes from the crucifixion, and a pierced side from the soldier’s
lance. It is the flesh of Jesus that was cut in order to once again seal the covenant of the promise of
salvation for all the peoples and nations of the earth.
Jesus the faithful, law abiding, and undefiled Jewish son of God broke down the wall of hostility
that divided Jew from Gentile, slave from master, male from female. It is because of Jesus that
nothing separates us from the love of God. Not genealogy, ethnicity, nationality, anatomy, not money,
not even sin.
God in Christ Jesus isn’t in the wall building business. God in Christ Jesus is in the house building
business. And God in Christ Jesus likes the open floor plan. God in Jesus Christ is the structural
support of the house. The door is as wide open as Jesus’ arms on the cross. Everyone is welcome
into the house of God in Christ Jesus.
So, let’s follow the carpenter’s example. Let’s not build walls into the household of God that
separate and segregate God’s chosen people. Let’s not build walls in our hearts and minds and
spirits that cause us to evict people from God’s house. Because when we build walls, the person we
are really evicting is God in Christ Jesus. The very One who took down the No Trespassing sign for
us.
Let us pray…
God, thank you for sending Jesus to make your house of peace and salvation accessible to all of us
who are disabled by sin. Thank you for bringing us near to you, O God. Thank you for uniting all
people through Jesus. Thank you God, that In Christ, you have chosen all of us for salvation and that
in your grace you have left none of us behind. Amen.

