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The Trinity’s Dance 

What is in your heart this week? When we come to worship, we often bring with us a jumble of 

feelings: fear, anger, doubt, jealousy. God promises to help us in our weakness by filling us with 

gifts of the Spirit. As you pray today, can you close your eyes and visualize Christ holding a 

pitcher filled with the love of God? Can you imagine this love and the Spirit’s gifts being poured 

into your heart? This love gives us strength and joy for daily living. 

The apostle Paul mentions nine fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These are all gifts that the Holy 

Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, pours into us. We are infused with the Spirit’s gifts! 

In the beginning, God speaks the Word. The preexistent Word present at the beginning of time is 

Christ. Christ sends the Spirit, the very same Spirit who hovered over the face of the deep when 

the earth was a formless void. This Spirit bears witness to God who was in the beginning. This is 

the dance of the Trinity. This dance shines life and light into the hard places of our hearts. 

Meister Eckhart wrote, “When the Father laughs at the Son and the Son laughs back at the Father, 

that laughter gives pleasure, that pleasure gives joy, that joy gives love, and that is the Holy 

Spirit.” 

When we hear the word and celebrate the sacraments, the life of the Trinity becomes our life. The 

love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit becomes the love we share with one another. As a 

community, the love of God is poured into our hearts. This is the gift of the Trinity. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our 2-sided Participation Card and place it in the offering plate 

every Sunday morning.  The purpose for this card is two-fold: 1) to help the 

Shepherds determine who has not been in worship so that they can respond to any 

needs those members might have (illness, pastoral concerns, etc); and 2) to meet 

our visitors. 
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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 

The Holy Trinity 
May 22, 2016 

Today we celebrate God in three persons – three persons in one God (the Trinity).  The outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit on Pentecost helps our understanding of the Trinity mystery. The color is white - a symbol of 

joy, triumph, glory and light. 

 

 

Pre-service Music  Hear Our Thankful Praise  Grace Choir 
          Handel/Hopson 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able. 

Gathering Music            Come Join the Dance of Trinity ELW 412 (red book)      

Greeting 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C   And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

A Let us pray . . . Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-

in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. 

C  Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your 

presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now  

and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading:  Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31 
In the Bible, wisdom has many faces. It is portrayed in terms sometimes human and sometimes divine. 

Often, it is personified as feminine. In this passage, Woman Wisdom is depicted not only as the first  

creation of God but also as God’s helper, rejoicing in God’s creation, especially in human beings. 

L A reading from Proverbs: 
1Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? 2On the heights, beside the 

way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; 3beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of 

the portals she cries out: 4“To you, O people, I call, and my cry is to all that live. 22The LORD 

created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long ago. 23Ages ago I was set up,   

at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 24When there were no depths I was brought forth,   

when there were no springs abounding with water. 25Before the mountains had been shaped,   

before the hills, I was brought forth— 26when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the world’s 

first bits of soil. 27When he established the heavens, I was there,  when he drew a circle on the 

face of the deep, 28when he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of the 

deep, 29when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command,  

when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 30then I was beside him, like a master worker; 
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and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, 31rejoicing in his inhabited world  

and delighting in the human race. 

A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: 8  All Sing Refrain   Cantor sings verses/light print       

 

 
      1O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and   

        children;  

        you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. R 

 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them? R 

 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 7all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 9O | LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-5 
Paul describes the life of faith with reference to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Even now, we have peace 

with God through Jesus, and our hope for the future is grounded in the love of God that we experience  

through Christ’s Holy Spirit. 

L  A reading from Romans: 
1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 

our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 
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produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Stand as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation Open Your Ears, O Faithful People            WOV 715 (blue book)  
    vs 1 & 2 
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Gospel Reading:  John 16:12-15 

Jesus’ ongoing presence with the disciples will be borne by the coming Spirit, who will guide them and  

communicate to them Jesus’ will and glory. 

P  The Gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but 

will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is 

mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children's sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children's message. 

Children's Church (10:45 only)  

Children ages 0 to 5th grade are invited to follow our volunteers to the Elementary Classroom for a brief 

lesson. Parents of children 3 and under should accompany their child. The children will rejoin worship  

during the passing of the peace. 

Message         

Stand as you are able. 

Song of the Day       O Living Breath of God      ELW 407 (red book) 

Kneel or sit as you are able. 

The Prayers           
A  Rejoicing in the triune God, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 A brief silence. 

A  O Lord our sovereign, your name is majestic in all the earth. Enliven your church by your 

Spirit to live into the name bestowed on us in baptism.  Bless the leadership of our bishops and 

congregations and all the servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants David and Sarah; our companion churches, Our Savior Lutheran Church in Saginaw, 

St Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church in Lake Odessa; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A  Holy Wisdom, we praise and thank you for the mountains and hills, the earth and fields, the 

skies above, the fountains of the deep, and your delight in the human race. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer 
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A  God of peace, the nations of the world are ever and always dependent on the peace that only 

you give. Guide the leaders of nations to make choices that lead to peace.  Protect those who 

serve in the military, especially Myrina Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson and 

Andrew Crumbeck. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A  Spirit of truth, heal us, reconcile us, break the bonds of the oppressed, give sanctuary to 

refugees, end the exile of those who are marginalized, and pour your love into all hearts. We pray 

especially for Butch Tossava, Joe Rathbauer, Dean Wenk, Marcia Morgan and Gerald Reid.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
A  Father of Jesus, keep us mindful of how we use the names of others. Keep us from bearing 

false witness, and help us honor your name above all others. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A  Gracious God, hear the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence of our 

hearts. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A  O God, you have called the saints your own. Gather us, with them, into your kingdom, in the 

promise of life forever with you. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
C  Amen. 

Stand as you are able. 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

Sit 

Offering of Gifts & Music  

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Stand as you are able. 

Offering Song   Take My Life, that I May Be     ELW 583 (red book) 

Offertory Prayer 

A  God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 
C  Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your 

glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in 

splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation 

everything was whole and well in your praise. 

C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again 

into one. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,  

C we await that day when all the people of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree 

of life. 

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  
C let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the 

Bread of life, your Son. 
P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church,  

C both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:  
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation To Communion 

P    Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast of the Lord. 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.





HT-10 

 

Sit 

Lamb of God      ELW 336 (red book) 

  One Bread, One Body     ELW 496 

  Holy, Holy, Holy     ELW 473  

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A  Let us pray . . . O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people, 

carrying us in your arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. 

C  Send us now as your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that the reign of God  

has come near; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

Announcements 

Recognition of Ministry - Teachers 

Stand as you are able 

Blessing 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C  Amen. 

Sending Hymn      The Spirit Sends us Forth to Serve  ELW 551 (red book)  

Sending 

A  Alleluia. Proclaim the good news. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

If you forgot to place your Participation Card in the 

offering plate, you can still drop it off in the basket 

outside the sanctuary. 
 

We depart for study, service and fellowship. 
 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  136   Weekly Giving: $3,075.00  Budget 

Amount: $4,233.32 

 

Stewardship Committee Calendar 
1. Congregation budget review & questions between services on June 5 & June 12 

2. Present budget to Council for approval ~ June 17 

3. Annual meeting ~ July 10 

Outreach Opportunity at Magnum Care.  Come help us celebrate spring with our neighbors 

across the street.  On Thursday, May 26 from 6:00-6:45 p.m. our two handbell choirs will 

provide music for the staff and residents of Magnum Care.  All are welcome to come and  

participate. 

May 29th is a 5th Sunday, therefore there will only be 1 service held at 10:00 am. 

Summer worship hours, beginning June 5th, will change to 8 am and 10 am. 

Graduation Celebration – Please join us Sunday, June 12th after second service to honor our 

2016 graduates Connor Wales, Kenzie Rudesill and Alison Verus. We will be celebrating in the  

Fellowship Hall with cake and gifts for the graduates. 

Help is still needed for the Vacation Bible Event in July. Think about how you could help. You 

can sign up as a volunteer in the coffee area. Please, you have a gift to share and VBE has the  

place and time to share them. 

Construction Area – some places in Grace will be changed and rebuilt. Please be patient with 

the mess while volunteers are busy with construction. If you want to help with the heavy lifting or  

with food, sign up in the narthex. 

Facebook – not visited Grace’s Facebook page yet? Take a look! There are all kinds of good  

articles to read and plenty of “food for thought”. 

Office calendar – each group has the responsibility to ensure that their events, meetings, etc are 

on the calendar on the office door prior to publication of the paper calendar at the end of the  

month. 

Contribution statements will now be provided twice a year rather than quarterly as they have 

been in the past.  The next statements will be available in early July. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

________________________8:00 am______          ______       10:45am_________ 

Assisting Ministers Barry Wood  Connor Wales 

Cantor Steve Kaiser  Mark Anton 

Lector Carol Vos  Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server Mark Anton  Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Katie Pohl  Jack Barnaart 

Ushers Mark Anton  Gary/Lisa Golnek 

 John Burdick  Mark Anton 

 Kay Marsh  Dollie Larsen 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Chris Bush  Eve Wright 

Nursery    Volunteers needed  Children’s Church 

Chancel Team  Karen Halstead  Jan Schreiner 

                                                                   

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, May 29, 2016 – 10:00 am 

Assisting Ministers  Phil Poholski 

Cantor  Vickey Argo 

Lector  Kristi Winick 

Communion Server  Doug Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer  Hope Peck 

Ushers  Doug/Diane Neeb 

  Dave Neeb, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.  Carolyn O’Connor 

Nursery     Children’s Church 

Chancel Team  Karen Halstead Jan Schreiner 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 Today May 22 Children’s Church 10:45 am 

 Tuesday, May 24 Lakewood Choral Society 7:00-9:00 pm 

 Wednesday, May 25 Word Watchers 10:00 am 

  Prayer Group 6:00 pm 

 Thursday, May 26 Bell outing at Magnum Care 6:00-6:45 pm 

    


