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Persistent Prayers 
“Have it your way” was Burger King’s slogan in the 70s. The company ran a campaign 

with a catchy song that promoted its unique willingness to make your burger the way you 

wanted it. Other companies predefined how burgers were built and would charge an 

additional fee for a special order. Now most restaurants as well as other retail entities 

cater to their guests. There is a cultural expectation in North America that we can and 

should have everything our way. Today’s gospel is often read in that same vein. “Ask, 

and it will be given you” is interpreted as “I can get whatever I want if I just ask.” 

Jesus’ disciples see him praying. One of them requests instructions on how to pray, 

adding that John taught his disciples to pray. Perhaps even the way you prayed was a 

mark of whom you followed. The disciples wanted to emulate Jesus’ faith practices. 

Jesus gave the model prayer, what we today call the Lord’s Prayer, and went on to 

explain the certainty of God responding to the persistent prayers of the faithful. 

The prayer Jesus taught his disciples, and us, is a simple, humble prayer glorifying God, 

asking to be fed, and asking both for forgiveness and the strength to forgive. Jesus was 

not creating a brand for his disciples to imitate, but teaching them what is important in 

the content and habit of prayer. Today’s reading concludes with Jesus stating that God 

will “give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:13). He doesn’t promise that a 

laundry list of material wants will be granted. Keep knocking, keep asking, and be 

persistent in your habit of prayer. The Holy Spirit has been given to you so that you may 

faithfully live out your baptismal call. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 
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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 21, 2016 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit. 
 

 

 

Pre-service Music   

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able. 

Gathering Music            God Is Here!    ELW 526 (red book)    

Greeting 

P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C   And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

A Let us pray . . . O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by 

great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. 
C  Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin,  

we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading:   Isaiah 58: 9b-14 
The Lord promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will  

be rebuilt and light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings.  

L A reading from Isaiah: 
9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you 

offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the 

darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy 

your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered 

garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;  

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the 

breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, from pursuing 

your own interests on my holy day; if you call the sabbath a delight and the holy day of the LORD 

honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving your own interests, or pursuing your 

own affairs; 14then you shall take delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride upon the heights 

of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the LORD 

has spoken.  

A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 109:1-8 

 

 

 

 1Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 

  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3who forgives | all your sins 

  and heals all | your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life | from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R 

 5who satisfies your desires | with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 

 6O LORD, you provide | vindication 

  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7You made known your | ways to Moses 

  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 

 8LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R 

 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 12:18-29 

Using images of Moses from the Old Testament, the writer presents a striking vision of the new covenant of 

God made possible in Christ. There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which we  

are invited. 

L  A reading from Hebrews: 
      18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and 

gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers 

beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20(For they could not endure the order that was 

given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so 

terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22But you have come to Mount 

Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 

gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge 

of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

  25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they 

refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one 
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who warns from heaven! 26At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet 

once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” 

indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken 

may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give 

thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our 

God is a consuming fire. 

A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Stand as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation   

  
               

Gospel Reading:   Luke 3:10-17 

Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged by a 

narrow reading of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include setting 

people free from bondage. 

P  The Gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just then there 

appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and 

was quite unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, 

“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13When he laid his hands on her, immediately she 

stood up straight and began praising God. 14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because 

Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work 

ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord 

answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his 
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donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not this woman, a 

daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage 

on the sabbath day?” 17When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire 

crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children's sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children's message. 

Message 

Stand as you are able. 

Song of the Day       O Day of Rest and Gladness  ELW 521 (red book)       

Kneel or sit as you are able. 

The Prayers           

A  Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 A brief silence. 

A  Lord of all languages, we pray with and for Christians in worship all over the world. Make 

your church joyful to reflect the diversity of your people and the unity of your love. Bring power 

to our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, especially Bishops 

Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Sarah; our companion churches in Latvia, Honduras 

and Papua New Guinea, Augustana Lutheran Church in Tustin, Central United Methodist Church 

in Lake Odessa; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Your Spirit speaks in creation. We thank you for watered gardens, for abundant yield, for 

clean water, for sunlight, for communities where people and nature live in peace together.  Hear 

us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Remove the yoke of destructive partisanship, the pointing of the finger at our enemies, and 

bless nations in need. Empower all to speak the truth, encouraging honorable leadership.  Protect 

those who serve in the military, especially Myrina Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua Wright, Tim 

Krewson and . Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Bring strength, health, and wholeness in the parched places of our lives. Bless those in need 

this day and surround them with care and hope. Comfort all in need in body, mind, or spirit, 

especially Sue Steeby, Laurie O., the family of Ethyl Simon, George Ulrich Jr, Debra Wood, 

Vicky Kruithof, Joe Rathbauer, Jennifer Andresen, Brian Andrus, John & Ben Warren, Vern & 

Judy Schieffer, Abagail Kopf, Darlene Olson and Mike Carmean.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  We pray for those who must be absent from this assembly while they work. Give them and all 

people sabbath rest. Refresh our hearts in Christ. Hear us, O God. 
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C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Gracious God, hear the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence of our 

hearts. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

A  Our stories are shaped in community. We thank you for people young and old, women and 

men, who have witnessed your love, and we remember those who have recently died. Hear us, O 

God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
C  Amen. 

Stand as you are able. 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

Sit 

Offering of Gifts & Music 
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Stand as you are able. 

Offertory Hymn We Are an Offering ELW 692 (red book) 

Offertory Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 

hand in blessing. 
C  Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.   
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Blessed are you, Holy God, the First and Last, life’s Beginning and its End. You called us to 

live as your people and promised to be our God. When time and again we failed to trust your 

promise and refused to walk in your ways, 

C you sent your Word made flesh, the root and offspring of David, to dwell among us and 

draw us back to you. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Send now your Holy Spirit upon these gifts and all who share this meal. By your Spirit wipe 

away all tears and mend with mercy what sin has torn apart.  

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P We await Christ’s coming with glad and joyful hearts. 

C And we long to feast forever at the Supper of the Lamb. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:  
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion:  
P    Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast of the Lord 

 

 

Sit 

Lamb of God  

  

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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By Your Hand You Feed Your People    ELW 469 (red book) 

  Here is Bread      ELW 483 

  One Bread, One Body     ELW 496 

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A  Let us pray . . . O God, as a mother comforts her child, so you comfort your people, 

carrying us in your arms and satisfying us with this food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. 

C  Send us now as your disciples, announcing peace and proclaiming that the reign of God  

has come near; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

Announcements 

Stand as you are able 

Blessing 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C  Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn     God Be With You Till We Meet Again  ELW 536 (red book)  

Sending 

A  Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We depart for study, service and fellowship. 
 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  123   Weekly Giving: $5,270.39  Budget 

Amount: $4,233.32 

Ethyl Simon Memorial Service – scheduled for Wednesday, August 24 at 11:00 am. Visitation 

begins at 10:00 am and a luncheon will follow the service. 

Building Renovation—the time has come, the planning is complete and we have set a 

start date for the much talked-about building renovations.  Mark this Saturday, August 

27th on your calendar, the date we begin tearing down and rebuilding the Narthex area 

(Gathering Space).  

Renovation Volunteers needed—we are needing volunteers to help with painting and 

the construction projects.  If you can help with either, please sign up on the lists posted 

next to the mail boxes or complete the back of the Participation Card.  If you have any 

questions please see Doug Neeb. 

Pre-K and early 5’s Backpack Project—we are collecting items for the backpack program and 

you can find the list of those items in the Gathering Space, next to the coffee.  We need those 

items at the church as soon as possible, no later than August 28.  If you want to donate money to 

this ministry, just write out your check to Grace Lutheran Church and mark “backpacks” in the 

memo area.  A box can be found in the narthex to collect your donation of school items. 

Backpack Project—is a ministry of Grace.  We need members to welcome the children and 

their parents and help them choose the items they want in their own backpack.  A signup sheet is 

on the bulletin board, and you can sign up for one or more 2-hour blocks over the distribution 

dates, August 29 – September 2.  Another great opportunity for opening a dialogue with the 

community. 

Grace Pictorial Directory – Community Outreach has programmed a new photo directory for 

Grace. Picture dates have been set for September 22, 23 and 24.  There is no charge for the 

directory photograph and each person/family is given a free 8x10 portrait of the picture that will 

appear in the directory. Schedule your appointment at the table in the narthex/Gathering Space. 

Or online by clicking on the icon on Grace’s website (www.grace-hastings.org). 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of sugar and hamburger/tuna helper. Donations can be placed in the box outside Pastor  

Paul’s office. 

The Food Bank is open 5 days a week and is run by volunteers.  There are usually 6-8 

family per day that stop in to take advantage of the assistance provided. If you would like to 

donate to the Food Pantry but do not want to do the shopping, there is a jar on the top of the 

food box where financial donations can be made. 

http://www.grace-hastings.org/
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:00am 

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Connor Wales 

Cantor Steve Kaiser Kate Watson 

Lector Carl Schoessel Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Katie Pohl Hope Peck 

Usher Dan/Melissa Patton Doug/Diane Neeb 

 Gavin, Grayson Patton Dave Neeb, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Chris Bush John/Mary Kleinbrink 

Nursery    Volunteers needed Steve/Traci Wales 

Chancel Team  Chris Bush                 Pastor Paul 

 

                                                                   

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, August 28, 2016  

Assisting Ministers Barry Wood Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos  Myrina Clements 

Lector Mary Kuhlman Carla Neil 

Communion Server Mark Anton Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Gavin Patton Gabe Barnaart 

Usher Mark Anton Gary/Lisa Golnek 

 Lyle/Joyce Proksch Dollie Larsen, Mark Anton 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark/Jana Bishop Doug/Diane Neeb 

Nursery    Dan/Melissa Patton Volunteers needed 

Chancel Team  Chris Bush                 Pastor Paul 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 Today, August 21 Worship at 8:00 & 10:00 am 

  CPR/First Aid 4:00-10:00 pm 

 Monday, August 22 CPR/First Aid 4:00-10:00 pm 

  Lakewood Choral Society 6:30-9:00 pm 

 Wednesday, August 24 Prayer group 6:00 pm in Sanctuary 

  

      

 

 


