
 

 

1 
 

 

 

 

GraceGram 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

September 2016 

NNovemberove
mb2015 

 

HOLY COMMUNION OFFERED EVERY SUNDAY  INSIDE THIS EDITION 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
by Pastor Paul E. Kuhlman  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Tearing Down Walls pg 3 

 Thrivent Action Team pg 3 

 New Photo Directory pg 4 

 Reformation Memories  
pg 5 

 Adult Forums pg 7 

 CROP Walk pg 8 

 

A Look @ Next Month - October  2016 

Theme: “Reformation for a Year” 

 Transition Team—latest update. 

 Reformation Memories—the first 

installment. 

 Committees realigned and 

redefined—some new leaders. 

 Getting Ready for a New Pastor—

thoughts on which to reflect. 

Deadline for inclusion in the October 

GraceGram is September 17, 2016.  

 

Send your articles to Victoria Alt at: 

parishadmin@grace-hastings.org 

Fall is the time of year when schools, businesses, and 

churches return to their regularly scheduled programs.  

Grace is no different.  September marks the return of many 

of the programs that were suspended during the summer 

months.  Like schools, churches start “back up again” from 

where we left off in the Spring. 

Fall is also a time when schools, colleges, and the pro’s start 

up fall football programs.  Generally they begin by 

“returning to the basics,” the fundamentals.  Churches begin 

that way too.  In September Grace returns to the 

fundamentals of our faith, focusing on serving people in 

need, studying God’s Word in Jesus, worshipping God 

every Sunday morning, and witnessing to the world of the 

goodness and grace of God in Christ Jesus. 

Yes, it is nearly fall indeed, and with it comes a rush of 

programs, favorite ministries of Grace, and a need for all 

kinds of volunteers.  In other words, we will be able to see 

God work, challenge us, and call us with more, so much 

more, clarity. 
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President’s Perspective 
by Doug Neeb 

The date has been set!   

We are starting to renovate the Narthex area of our church 

building on August 27th.  You will see some work 

happening before the 27th (look for your mail box at church 

to be moved into the conference room) but, the major tear 

down and moving of walls will start on the 27th.  This will 

start a time of uncertainty, mess, and inconvenience for 

everyone.  I am sure it will affect some more than others 

but everyone will be affected in some way.  If you have a 

concern, please contact me, Doug Neeb, with it and I will 

try to address it.  We may not be able to do anything but, 

we will try.  We expect the period of construction to last at 

least a month.   

Your patience and prayers will be needed to successfully 

complete this renovation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Worship Committee 
by Lorie Gladyness 

Summer has flown by, and fall activities will resume 

shortly!   Starting September 11th, the Sunday worship 

schedule will return to 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.  

The Worship Committee has both services on September 

4th scheduled as Favorite Hymn Sunday AND Blessing of 

the Backpacks! 

Favorite Hymn Sunday (hopefully, it will not be “Stump-

the-Musicians Sunday”!) – The Gathering Song, Hymn of 

the Day, and Communion songs will be chosen by you, 

during worship!  We will likely sing only two, maybe three 

verses of each, so we can sing more!  Choose any hymn 

from the two hymnals (red ELW or blue WOV) in the pew 

rack! 

Blessing of the Backpacks – Teachers and students of any 

age are welcome to bring their backpacks (or not) and come 

forward to receive a blessing for the upcoming school year!   

See you in worship! 

 

 

 

On the Cover  
by Pastor Paul 

I like this window, mainly because of the color it casts.  It is one of the few that is bright yellow and  

white.  This window, however, presents a few challenges.  Some things I confess I do not understand,  

but I will try to explain from my meager perspective.  If someone has a better understanding, as always,  

come and talk to me. 

I have no doubt that this window reflects the church, or the mission of the church.  People of all races and colors are 

gathered together, joined hand-in-hand, reflecting a profound unity in mission and ministry.  I am reminded of the prayer 

we pray after communion sometimes, “As the grains of wheat are gathered together to become one bread, so let your 

church be gathered from the ends of the earth to become one Body.”   

More importantly, what unites this community, what makes the circle complete and round, is the central circle, 

highlighted by the cross of Jesus. We are not united because we enjoy the same things or have agreed to a common 

theology.  What makes us one, in the eyes of God, the church, and the world, is the action and event of Jesus on the 

cross. 

What is challenging in this window is the white circle surrounding the people and the yellow background.  I am going to 

take a stab at it and say that the white represents the purity of the community because of the actions of Jesus.  It is white, 

like the inner circle, because the ministry, mission and witness of the church is the same as that of Jesus.  The lines in the 

white circle reach outward, the direction of the church’s mission and witness.  The yellow represents the light given off 

by a community of faith that is faithful to the mission and witness of Jesus—Light to the world.   

You have to just love this window—it speaks JESUS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Forget - Worship times will go 

back to our regular schedule on 

September 11th. Sunday worship at 8:00 

and 10:45 am 
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Tearing Down Walls 
by Kate Watson 

Perhaps it is the upcoming 

renovation plans to  tear down 

and rebuild physical walls in 

our building that made one of 

Paul’s verses from Galatians 

really stand out to me lately, but 

I felt a real need to stop and 

consider this: 

For if I, or any others who have taught that the observance 

of the law of Moses is not essential to being justified by 

God, should now by word or practice teach or intimate that 

it is essential to build up again what I tore down, I prove 

myself a transgressor. – Galatians 2:18 

In context, Paul is writing about his struggle to convince 

some of the early Christians that he was called to preach the 

Gospel to Gentiles as well as Jews. He describes even 

confronting Peter, because Peter had been associating with 

the Gentiles, even eating with them, until some Jews 

arrived that might have thought less of him for doing so, at 

which point Peter separated himself from the Gentiles. 

When Paul confronted him, Peter recognized this mistake. 

Paul’s writing here is applicable far beyond the original 

context. I am drawn to the phrase “torn down.” It brings to 

mind Jesus’s description of the destruction of the temple in 

Matthew 24:2: “not one stone will be left upon another,” 

or, in Matthew 27:51 that the “curtain of the temple was 

torn in two.” Jesus and the cross tore down so many things, 

but Paul is saying here that chief among them was the idea 

that we are justified to God through legalism.  Said 

differently, He tore down the idea that we can be “good 

enough” to earn or deserve God’s love (or conversely, that 

anyone else is different enough to be disqualified). 

In verse 16, Paul reminds the reader that “we know that a 

man is justified or reckoned righteous and in right standing 

with God…only through faith and absolute reliance on and 

adherence to and trust in Jesus Christ.”  Jesus tore down 

the idea of legalism and wants us to be rectified to God 

simply by putting all of our trust in Him. 

Does that mean that the law – the rules – are useless? Well, 

no. Jesus said do not think that I have come to abolish the 

law or prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 

fulfill them. (Matthew 5:17, NIV) Other translations say 

Jesus came to accomplish [the law’s] purpose or to give 

[the law] its completion or make [the law] come true. Jesus 

affirms that the law has purpose and should be fulfilled. It’s 

just so unexpected that Jesus’s life is what it looks like to 

fulfil the law, accomplish the law’s purpose, and make the 

law come true. I don’t think people of Jesus’s time thought 

that’s what it should look like to complete the law, and I 

doubt that many in our time would recognize it, either. 

It seems Paul’s audience in Galatia, and we as well, are 

missing the forest for the trees. The law has a good 

purpose, but when we get caught up in the detail of it, we 

sometimes begin to think that rules and regulations are the 

most important thing. Jesus boiled the law down to two 

simple statements: love God; love your neighbor. Paul 

reminds us that if you are guided by the Holy Spirit, you are 

not subject to the law (Galatians 5:18). One might say that 

by accepting guidance from the Holy Spirit we are led how 

to fulfill the law, accomplish its purpose, make it come 

true, at the same time we keep our absolute faith and 

reliance on Jesus. 

Paul reminds us that if we try to build up that wall of 

legalism between ourselves or anyone else and God, that 

we are “transgressors.” This made me wonder – what walls 

are we trying to build up today? What separations did Jesus 

tear down that we are so humanly determined to put back 

up in our hearts, in our homes, in our church, in our nation? 

Paul also wrote to the Galatians that there is now no 

distinction; neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is tnot male and female; for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28). There is now neither 

young nor old. There is now neither new member nor 

lifetime member. There is now neither democrat nor 

republican. There is now neither    nor   . How 

would you fill in the blanks? 

 

Thrivent Action Teams 
by Diane/Doug Neeb 
 

It always seems like we are struggling to find ways to fund 

our outreach programs.  Programs like the Back-pack give 

away, the Annual Car show, the Holly Trolley event, or 

anything that is reaching out to our community to make 

God’s word known.   

If you are a Thrivent Member there is a tool you can use to 

help fund these events.   You can start a Thrivent Action 

Team by applying to Thrivent on line to help fund the 

outreach event you would like to support.  We, as Thrivent 

members, are able to fund two events per year by using this 

tool.  Thrivent, when they approve the Action team request, 

will issue a prepaid gift card for use to fund items for the 

event in the amount of $250.  It is quick and simple to do, 

once you have registered your 

account on line.  If you have 

any questions please contact 

Doug Neeb, 269-685-7831 and 

he can give you more details.   
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Youth Committee Report 
by Jana Bishop 
 

What an exciting time at Grace for youth ministry…  We 

are so thankful for Gwen and Joe for being the HS youth 

leaders for the past few years… they have done such a great 

job of leading and mentoring Grace’s HS youth and I am 

truly thankful for their service. 

September 11th is the BIG day for the start of youth 

ministries at Grace for the High School, Middle School 

groups and the 

beginning of 

Children’s church 

during 2nd service. 

HS and MS youth 

groups will be 

kicking off the 

year with a Tree 

making, tie-dying, 

taco bar party!!   

I would like to thank Jenn Rosenberger and Steve and Traci 

Wales for taking over the reins of the HS youth group…  

Jenn is bringing some awesome new ideas to the HS 

ministry and we are all looking forward to her being a part 

of the team…  Steve and Traci are such a blessing and a 

welcome addition to the team as well! 

I will again be heading up MS youth group and am looking 

for creative ways to plug Grace Members in as helpers. 

Eve Wright will be coordinating the program for Children’s 

church – we already have 8+ volunteers (mostly couples) to 

help with the ministry…  I know the younger youth at 

Grace are really looking forward to this again!   

The HS and MS youth will be meeting from 5:30-7:30 on 

Sept 11th then back to the regular time of 6-7:30 on the 25th 

– look for a lot of exciting things this year! 

Youth groups will be planning their schedule through 

December and will have it ready to hand out at the Sept 11th 

kick off! 

So glad to be a part of His service at Grace and looking 

forward to what God has in store of the leaders and youth at 

Grace in the coming year!! 

 
 
 
 

Grace is Planning a New Photo 
Directory 
by Pastor Paul 

Who are the new people joining Grace?  How can I find the 

people I want to talk to when I only have their name?  I 

know what someone looks like but how I do find out their 

name? 

These are some of the questions that can be answered with 

the help of a new photo directory.  Throughout the month 

of September, several members of Grace will be 

encouraging ALL us to participate in a photography session 

(September 22-24) for the new photo directory. 

The photo appointment offers you a great deal of 

opportunities.  You could take a photo of the extended 

family, or invite your children to return for a larger, family 

portrait.  You can bring your pet, or have a professional 

photo that could be made into a Christmas card or 

anniversary card.  Or you do not have to buy anything.  The 

photo you choose for the directory will be sent to you free 

as an 8 x 10 that could be placed in a prominent location in 

the home or in the garage to scare the critters away.  Your 

choice! 

In the end, your photo will appear in the directory, along 

with other family information, and we can all get to know 

each other a little bit better.  We no longer have to be 

strangers, always asking the pastor whom such and such is. 

You can set up an appointment on Sundays at church 

during most of September, or you can go to the church’s 

website (www.grace-hastings.org), click on the photo 

directory icon on the main page, and it will lead you step-

by-step through the registration process (three to four 

simple steps).  You will be reminded with a phone call or a 

card of your appointment as the time approaches.  For more 

information, please be sure to call the office. 

You may know most people, or you may think you know 

all the people you care to know, but there are many people 

at Grace who want to get to know YOU.  This is the next 

best thing to wearing your name tag every Sunday.  People 

can look in the directory, find your photo and next Sunday 

call you by name.  Do it for the next pastor then!  The next 

pastor will need the directory to learn your names and 

faces. 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.grace-hastings.org/
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Reformation Memories – 

500th Anniversary coming in 2017 
by Pastor Paul 

How many of you are aware 

that in 2017 the world will be 

remembering the actions of 

Martin Luther that initiated the 

Reformation of the western 

Christian church in the 16th 

century.  In 1517, Martin 

Luther nailed the 95 theses on 

the door of the church in 

Wittenberg that sparked a movement still active today 

throughout the churches, but specifically grounded in the 

name and ministry of the “Lutheran” church. 

Many Lutherans and other Christians throughout the world 

will begin a year of remembrance, beginning October, 

2016.  The ELCA is planning a host of activities, there are 

some scheduled by the synod (not the least is an open trip 

led by our bishop to the home of the Reformation in 

Germany), in our conference (particularly among the 

churches of Grand Rapids), and in our congregation.  On 

Reformation Sunday of this year, Assistant to the Bishop, 

Pastor Sarah Friesen-Carper, will preach at Grace Lutheran 

Church, to help us begin our walk through the Reformation.   

I hope we will see other opportunities at Grace to remember 

the Reformation and its principles.  The Worship 

Committee is talking about some ideas, and the Community 

Outreach Committee may use this year to focus on some 

projects that may have a “Reformation” theme.  I hope to 

offer some Adult Forums that will focus on the history and 

documents that shaped the Lutheran and Protestant 

Reformation.  Keep your eyes on the GraceGram 

throughout the year to find other programs or events that 

could help us understand this remarkable event, the 

Reformation, and its meaning for us today. 

From October, 2016 through 2017, the GraceGram will 

include a short article titled, “Reformation Memories.”  

Each month I hope to introduce you to something of the 

Reformation you did not know—a person, an event, or a 

thought.  I may have to dig a little to find something, but I 

have a good list already started.  Be sure to read 

“Reformation Memories” each month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organizing the Photo Directory 
Pages 
by Pastor Paul 

Every directory has a certain format and focus.  Grace’s 

new directory will have one as well.  The Communication 

Team, the group responsible for planning and organizing 

the monthly GraceGram, the website and our Facebook 

page, will lead the way in the formatting the new photo 

directory. 

Nonetheless, you can help with this process.  The team 

needs photos of the work, ministry, mission, and worship of 

the members of Grace.  If you have photos, not more than 2 

years old, of the life of Grace and her members, please loan 

them to us.  We will use them in the activity pages of the 

new directory.  Bring them to the office or pastor as soon as 

you can.  We will mark them on the back with a label so 

that we can return them to you.  If your photos are on the 

computer, just send us copies by email, writing “Directory 

photos” on the subject line. 

If you would like to help the Communication Team with 

this project, do not hesitate to talk with Pastor Paul or 

Victoria Alt (Parish Administrator) and we will let you 

know of our meeting dates/times.  More the merrier! 

 
Use Canvas and Cloth Bags! 
by Environmental Stewardship Task Force 
N/W Lower Michigan Synod 

“Urban Tumbleweeds" have been littering our streets! 

When plastic shopping bags don't make it to the trash they 

are often seen blowing in the wind. The solution? Let's 

reduce the demand for, and manufacture of, plastic bags. 

The members of the synod's newly formed 

Environmental Stewardship Task Force would like to 

encourage everyone to use canvas/cloth reusable shopping 

bags. Put them in your car and then remember to bring 

them into the store with you. It is such a simple, easy habit 

that we should all get into in order to reduce the amount of 

plastic in landfills!  
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by Kim Domke 

Are you ready to hear those HANDBELLS RINGING 

again? 

Would you like to be part of an AWESOME GROUP that 

PRAISES THE LORD through music? 

Not sure about the commitment or if you can do it? (No 

commitments to the semester until after you try ringing.) 

You are invited to come find out at: 

Bell Basics Ring-a-Long 

Thursday, September 15 5:30-8:00 pm 

(this includes dinner - please bring something to share) 

 

 for all youth (past and newly interested, minimum 
4th grade) 

 for new adults interested in exploring the bells and 
handchimes 

 for parents of interested students 
 for past adult members who would like some review 

Rhythm games, bell history, how to hold a bell & chime, 

“music reading”, bell set up, and more! 

Sharing dates for this first semester are: Sunday, Oct. 16, 

Sunday, Dec. 11, & Wed. Dec 14 (adults only) 

Please let the director know if you have any questions or if 

you are planning to come.   Kim Domke    269-908-0024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ringing in July at the fountain in Hastings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Minister of Music 
by Cindy Olson 
 

Maybe you’ve wondered what that contraption is on the 

organ?  It’s called a zimblestern (pronounced ZIM-buhl-

shtern).  The zimblestern rings small bells at random as an 

accompaniment to organ music, and has been used for 

centuries in devotional music.  Also called “Cymbalstern,” 

the word means “cymbal star”.  Originally, the zimblestern 

was made in a shape of a star with small bells mounted on 

each point.  The star was turned manually or pneumatically, 

and the bells were struck with stationary clappers.  

Now, zimblesterns are electronically operated (with the 

press of a button, in the case of the organ here at Grace).  

The bells are stationary with a device in the center that 

rotates and strikes the bells.   

My experience with using a zimblestern is pretty limited.  

There is one on the organ in the chapel at Trinity Lutheran 

Seminary, in Columbus, Ohio, where I was a student in the 

late 1990’s.  The zimblestern was most often used there 

when the hymn lyrics spoke of the Holy Spirit.  When that 

happens, I hope you can sense sound of the bells  

representing the presence of the Holy Spirit moving among 

us.  I will be looking for other opportunities to use the 

zimblestern, as well. 

On a personal note, I will be the main caregiver for my 

mom, Darlene Olson, who is having a knee replacement on 

August 23rd. I have substitute musicians lined up for August 

28th, and September 11th and 18th.  I will be here on 

September 4th for Favorite Hymn Sunday, as my brother 

and sister-in-law will be taking their caregiving turn that 

weekend.   

Mom won’t be able to drive until at least October 13th.  Her 

doctor wants her under his direct care for at least the first 

four weeks after surgery.  After that, she may be able to 

finish her out-patient physical therapy in Grand Ledge (she 

lives near Dayton, Ohio).  My hope is to be able to alternate 

weeks between Grace and the Community Music School, 

where I teach, if she isn’t able to finish her rehab in 

Michigan.  Time will tell.  Prayers for Mom, the doctors, 

and me, especially with the extra travel, are appreciated! 

Also, for those who sing in choir, or are interested in 

singing in choir, I wouldn’t expect to resume rehearsals 

until mid- to late-October.  Stay tuned! 

Thankful for your prayers and understanding. 
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Transition Team 
The first major step in the call process 
by Pastor Paul 
 

The time has arrived for Grace to begin the process of 

calling our next pastor.  We need to first complete the 

congregational profile and name a call committee that will 

interview and recommend a candidate for a letter of call.  

The congregational profile is the work of a Transition 

Team, together with the congregation.  The Transition 

Team is elected by the Congregation Council, and the 

Council will set forth the working parameters of the team. 

The Executive Board and the Congregation Council will 

consider names for the Transition Team at their meetings in 

September.  Generally, the Transition Team is made up of 

6-8 members.  The church leadership will present 10-15 

names for consideration and prayer.  In October, the 

Congregation Council will then select the members from 

among those names. 

The Transition Team’s purpose is to help the congregation 

identify the strengths and growth areas of mission and 

ministry of Grace.  They will lead the congregation to 

identify the gifts we have received from our past, assist us 

in understanding where God is calling Grace to mission, 

ministry and witness today, and help identify the qualities 

needed in a pastor to complete Grace’s newly discerned 

vision. 

The Transition Team will need about 3-4 months to 

complete their work.  If the team can meet for the first time 

in November, the members should be able to complete their 

tasks no later than the end of February.  The Call 

Committee could then begin meeting in March and be 

ready to interview candidates by April.  The bishop and 

Pastor Paul proposed this is a workable time-table.  Bishop 

Satterlee will most likely then be able to offer names of 

candidates for our consideration.   

Grace could possibly have a new pastor in place as early as 

next summer, 2017.  Of course, this is dependent on 

everything flowing smoothly and judiciously.  Sometimes 

that does not happen, but your Intentional Interim Pastor 

will offer his skilled leadership to meet that goal.  

Meanwhile, in January, the Congregation Council will 

begin working on a financial package that could become 

part of the new 2017-2018 budget. 

For now, prayers are needed from all members of the 

congregation.  Every member needs to pray for the process 

to not only go well, but that it be directed by God’s Word in 

Jesus, guided by the Holy Spirit, and grounded in prayer.  

Leaders and members alike must take some time each week 

to ask for the wisdom of the Holy Spirit upon the Transition 

Team, the Congregation Council, and the future members 

of the Call Committee.  This process is only as effective as 

the members are active in prayer.  The call process is a 

God-thing, thank goodness, and it should motivate us to 

surrender to God’s purpose and power in all things. 

 
Adult Forums at Grace 
by Pastor Paul 

Beginning in September, I will again offer weekly adult 

forums, finishing some of the studies begun earlier in the 

year: 

1. Sunday AM Adult Forum:  between services, 

beginning at 9:30 am, Pastor Paul will continue the study of 

the parables of Jesus, at least through the month of 

September.  The first class will begin on the Sunday Grace 

returns to its fall schedule, September 11.  Just bring your 

Bibles and a willingness to learn, listen, or share. 

2. Monday PM Adult Forum:  I had to discontinue this 

study earlier in the Spring for personal reasons.  I am now 

ready to continue the study of the Gospel of John, 

beginning with chapter 12.  The first class will start on 

September 12, at 6:30 pm.  The place of the meeting will be 

in the “new” Conference Room. 

A Word of Encouragement:  many people do not attend 

Bible studies because they are afraid they do not know 

enough to participate.  That is like not going to school 

because one does not know enough.  It is like not going to a 

new job because we do not have enough saved up in the 

bank.  Crazy, right?  No one is “judged” by what one does 

not know, but by how willing one is to learn and discover.   

One Last Word:  If anyone would like to teach an adult 

class on Sunday or during the week, just pitch the idea to 

me and I will help where I can.  I am not the only teacher at 

Grace.  There is wisdom in us all—we call it the gift of the 

Holy Spirit! 
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Children’s Church Returns 
Sunday, September 11th  
by Kate Watson 

 

Children's Church for children Grade 5 and younger is 

returning this fall, starting September 11th. Children's 

Church will be offered at the 2nd Service only each Sunday. 

Participants will leave worship after the children's sermon 

for a brief lesson relating to the week's readings and return 

before communion. If you enjoy seeing God's Kingdom 

through the eyes of the children, volunteer to be a 

Children's Church leader! Leaders serve about once every 6 

weeks on a rotating schedule. Contact 

Eve Wright at 269-367-4139 to 

volunteer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renovation Team—for helping us settle on a plan; and 

particularly to Ed Markwart for giving us a clearer vision 

and wise encouragement. 

Vacation Bible School Volunteers—especially to Chris 

Bush for putting the program together and her leadership 

throughout the week; to Kim Domke for organizing and 

training the Jr Leaders; to all those members of Grace who 

served as leaders and volunteers throughout the five days, 

and to the parents who sent their children to VBS. 

Volunteers at Grace’s 2nd Annual Car Show—especially 

to Gary Golnek for his leadership and vision, and for 

always reminding us of the Outreach potential of this 

program; to all the members who volunteered to make the 

show a great success; and a special thanks to Philip Maass, 

financial associate of Thrivent Financial, for preparing so 

much food and doing it so well. 

Volunteers for the Backpack Project—for everyone who 

donated and the many who served the families who came in 

search of our generosity and God’s grace. 

Volunteer Alexi Selby (Victoria Alt’s daughter) for her 

help in painting classrooms. 

Thank you for the words of comfort, your notes and cards, 

your thoughts and prayers for myself and family after the 

unexpected death of my brother ~Victoria Alt, Parish 

Administrator 

CROP Walk 2016 
by Kim Domke 
 

Please consider how you can become involved in the 

CropWalk for this year.   

1. Prayers for an abundant turnout for walkers of all 

ages and donations. 

2. Sign up to walk here in Hastings on Sunday, 

October 9, 2016 at Hastings First United 

Methodist Church  209 W Green Street registration 

at 1:30…the walk begins at 2:00, with a celebration 

event at 3:00 

3. Make a donation that will create a difference in 

stopping hunger here in Barry County and around 

the world.  You can designate your donation to go 

to LWR (Lutheran World Relief) by donating 

online…new this year. 

Where do the donations for CROPWalk go?   

25% stays in Barry County to help in 5 locations:  Barry 

County Cares (former Love, Inc.), First UMC of Hastings 

Food Bank, Good Food For Freeport, Maple Valley 

Community Center of Hope (Nashville), and Middleville 

UMC Food Bank.     

75% goes all around the world through an organization 

called Church World Services.  CROP Hunger Walk helps 

families find food security, sources for clean water, 

provides tools and seeds for farming, and provides small 

business startup costs so they can become independent. 

795 million people worldwide do not have enough food to 
lead a healthy, active life. 
 

1 out of 6 children -- roughly 100 million -- in developing 
countries are underweight. 

66 million primary school-age children attend classes 
hungry across the developing world. 

Hunger kills more people every year than AIDS, malaria 
and tuberculosis combined.  

If women farmers had the same access to resources as 
men, the number of hungry in the world could be reduced 
by up to 150 million. 

One in every nine people on our planet go to bed hungry 
each night. 

Nearly 50 percent of people living in extreme poverty are 
18 years old or younger. 

The poorest 20 percent of the world’s children are about 
twice as likely as the richest 20 percent to be stunted by 
poor nutrition and to die before their fifth birthday. 
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New Member Brunch 
September 25th  
by Pastor Paul 
 

The Community Outreach Committee is planning another 

New Member Brunch for September 25th, after each of the 

services in the Gathering Space.  Derrick, Jenn, Myles and 

Molly Rosenberger, Mary Jean Hayner, and Dick and Linda 

Melcher will be welcomed into the life and ministry of 

Grace as new members.  We are grateful for the gifts our 

new Grace members bring to us, and we pray that they will 

continue to discover the presence of Christ in word and 

sacrament.  Plan to attend on this Sunday and to welcome 

them personally to Grace at the coffee hour. 

On that same Sunday, during the 10:45 am service, Myles 

and Molly Rosenberger will be received into membership 

through the sacrament of baptism.  In this service, God 

claims the baptized as members of his family and workers 

with us in the kingdom of God.  Molly and Myles have 

been active members in worship with their parents for quite 

some time, and we are glad they will receive the sacrament 

of baptism.  We will pray they cherish and remember the 

promises of Jesus richly poured out through the water and 

oil of baptism. 

 

Spiritual Formation Program 2016 
by Living Fire Ministries of the N/W Lower Michigan ELCA 
Synod 
 

Christian Spirituality: Entering the Narrow Gate 

 

Program Location: St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

3215 4 Mile Rd NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 

 

A year-long reflective study of the Christian Wisdom 

Tradition. Explore the classic elements of monastic, 

spiritual & contemplative life to discover how this ancient 

wisdom, learning and spiritual practice might be understood 

and lived in new settings & life today. 

The program offers a reflective personal & transformative 

process for all who desire deeper life in the Holy Spirit and 

more intentional living of the Christian life in Christ. The 

rich and inspiring teaching is centered on the saints, mystics 

and spiritual teachers of the Christian centuries, personal 

contemplative prayer practice, the writing and living of a 

personal Rule of Life and participation in a silent directed 

retreat. Attendance at each session is expected. 

Year-long program – Fridays 9:30am-4:30pm 

• Ten sessions, 9:30 am-4:30 pm; one Friday per month 

(except March) 

• Tuition: $550 includes lunch (Payment in full or 50% due 

with registration and 50% due in January) 

• Each program day consists of two three-hour sessions, 

each focusing on a separate topic. 

• Each session has required readings (short background 

and/or readings from the original writings of each spiritual 

teacher) and journal questions 

• Participation in a four-day silent directed retreat during 

the year is encouraged (scheduled at St. Francis Retreat 

Center in DeWitt and/or Augustine Retreat Center, Conway 

MI – just beyond Petoskey) 
 

Contact: Sister Nancy Brousseau, OP (616)560-4580 

nancybrousseau@mittensynod.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 
9-1  Mary Thompson      

9-3  Deb Watson       

9-7  Shirley Beck, Hannah Hinken    

9-9  Peg Newton, Molly Moore 

9-10  Chris Steinke       

9-11  Steve Wales 

9-14  Steve Kogge, Dylan Bowman 

9-15  Donna Buehl       

9-16  Mark Bishop, Gavin Patton, Grayson Patton 

9-17  Dustin Bowman      

9-19  Scott Larson       

9-22  Rob Pohl 

9-23  Gabriel Barnaart      

9-24  Mark Anton 

9-26  Bryan Allerding, Alexis Watson    

9-30  Mary Dawson 
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Walking Together – 
A Day for Lay Leaders Congregation 
council members  

by Bishop Craig A. Satterlee 

 

 
 
  
 

Do you ever wonder how best to lead your congregation 

into God’s future? Ministry team and committee leaders - 

Are you looking for new ideas and best practices in your 

specific area of ministry? Rostered leaders - Would your 

congregation benefit from its lay leaders meeting with 

others who are serving as they are?  

If you can answer yes to one of these questions, let’s go 

“Walking Together.” 

The word “synod” can be translated “together on the way” 

or “walking together”. November 5th, our synod will offer 

a day called Walking Together - an opportunity for our 

synod’s lay leaders to be encouraged and equipped for their 

work through prayer, worship, presentations and 

conversation.  

The focus of this first Walking Together event will be 

“Fundamentals of Renewing the Church”. Our synod’s 

Director of Evangelical Mission Rev. David Sprang will 

give a keynote on these fundamentals:  

1. A congregational plan leading to 

numerical growth in worship 

and participation in the life of 

the church  

2. A congregational plan to develop, 

equip and empower self-reliant 

leaders  

3. A plan for the congregation to 

reflect the diversity of its 

mission field and community  

4. A congregational plan to develop 

the discipleship/faith practices of 

the ministry participants  

5. A plan for holistic, year-round 

stewardship  

6. Development of a worship and 

music ministry that is relevant to 

the community  

7. Plans for partnering with the 

community  

 

Following the keynote, participants will have the 

opportunity to explore two of these fundamentals more 

deeply. There will be time for discussion over lunch. Our 

day together will conclude with Holy Communion led by 

Bishop Craig A. Satterlee.  

Walking Together will be held Saturday, November 5, 

2016 from 9:30 am – 4:00 pm in Saginaw, MI. Please save 

this date and watch for registration materials in 

September’s newsletter. Come as a group from your 

congregation and bring back insights and enthusiasm for 

the ministries entrusted to you. 

Hey people of Grace!  This 

looks like it was made for us!  

Let’s try and get a group 

together to attend, and maybe 

get us on track for growth 

even before our new pastor 

comes! 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Winter 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day - May) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Summer 

(June – Labor Day) 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

5th Sundays 

 Sunday @ 10:00am 

Advent and Lent 

 Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

All Ages Faith Building/Sunday School 

Winter 

(1st Sunday after Labor Day – May) 

9:30 AM 

5th Sundays 

Sunday @ 8:45 am 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee: 

President: Doug Neeb 

Vice President: Chris Bush 

Secretary: Kate Watson 

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin 

Council Members 

Cherie Clements 

Margaret Wood 

Phil Poholski 

Kay Howell 

Diane Neeb 

Tim Schoessel 

Jana Bishop 

Lorie Gladyness 

239 E. North St. 
Hastings, MI 49058 

Website: 
www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: 
Grace Lutheran Church- 

ELCA Hastings, MI 

Phone: 
269-945-9414 
269-945-2645 

Fax: 
269-945-2698 

Our Staff: 

Pastor: Paul Kuhlman 

gracehastingspastor@gmail.com 

Parish Admin: Victoria Alt 

ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org 

Mon – Thurs     8 AM - 3PM 

Minister of Music: Cindy Olson 

Choir Accompanists: 

Marcia Bowman, Chris Bush 

Bell Choir Director: Kim Domke 

Custodian: Nathan Freedlund 

Organist Emeritus: Donna Buehl 
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