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We Are Found! 
Rescuers diligently searched for the lost. Cheers went up and tears of joy fell when 

someone was found alive! Though it has been 15 years since 9/11, there are many who 

carry with them today the images of searching for the lost in the mountain of debris at 

Ground Zero and the joy when someone was found. 

Whether in the rubble of an earthquake, the aftermath of a tornado, the devastation of a 

hurricane, or the search for a lost child, rescuers rejoice when the lost are found safe and 

sound. Jesus tells us that the angels of God will rejoice in the same way over one sinner 

who repents. That’s why Jesus meets and eats with sinners. All are worth finding—even 

the religious leaders, who are sinners too. 

If there is great joy when someone is found, then there is also great sorrow when 

someone is not. Many still carry the pain of having lost a loved one on 9/11 who was 

never found. Many around the world have lost a loved one who has never been found to 

war, natural disaster, or other tragedies. Many grieve someone who seems lost in their 

sin—perhaps even themselves. 

The promise in Jesus is that we are never so lost that we can’t be found by our loving 

Savior. Even in death, Christ carries us to life. Jesus meets us in our grief to comfort and 

heal us. Daily, Christ searches to find us in the dust of our sin and wipes it away with his 

very own body and blood. 

We all need rescue from sin, death, and the powers that seek to destroy us. And in bread, 

wine, water, and word, Jesus finds us again and again. Taste, see, and hear today: our 

rescuer comes to save us! 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Our Participation Card has two sides to complete. Please fill it out and place it in 

the offering plate every Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the 

Congregational Care and Community Outreach Committees. 



17SP-3 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 11, 2016 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit. 
 

 

 

Pre-service Music   

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able. 

Gathering Music            Amazing Grace   ELW 779 (red book) 
 

Greeting 

P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity; one God; the only sovereign, who dwells in light; Christ Jesus, 

who came to save sinners; the Holy Spirit who lives within us. 

C   Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all 

those who go astray. 
C  Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you 

and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

Lord.  Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading:   Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s 

reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that  

the Israelites are God’s own people and boldly asks mercy for them. 

L A reading from Exodus: 
       7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 

land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 

me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 

make a great nation.” 

  11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to 

kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 

fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, 

Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will 
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multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will 

give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind 

about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.  
A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 51:1-10 

 

 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 

 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me. R 

 
Second Reading:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 

The letters to Timothy are called the Pastoral Epistles because they contain advice especially intended for 

leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence  

that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

L  A reading from 1 Timothy: 
      12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 

faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, 
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and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the 

grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying 

is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the 

foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who 

would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the 

only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Stand as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation   

  
     

 

Gospel Reading:   Luke 15:1-10 

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners 

repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that his or her  

recovery brings joy in heaven. 

P  The Gospel according to Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

      1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats 

with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 

losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 
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lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when 

he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for 

I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together 

her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 
10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children's sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children's message. 

Message 

Stand as you are able. 

Song of the Day      O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate   ELW 722 (red book)  

Kneel or sit as you are able. 

The Prayers           
A  Rejoicing in the Spirit’s work among us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 
 A brief silence. 

A  Gracious God, we thank you for your word that strengthens the weak and the faint in heart. 

We thank you for your word that encourages the believer and saves sinners. Bring power to our 

bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and 

Craig, Assistants David and Sarah; our companion churches in Latvia, Honduras and Papua New 

Guinea, Lebanon Lutheran Church in Whitehall, Church of the Nazarene in Nashville; Minister 

of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  We pray for those places in our world ravaged by fires or floods. Restore the land, and bless 

the efforts of those who work to save and protect it. Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  We pray for the leaders of nations and all those in positions of authority. Guide them as they 

make decisions for the good of all. Lead them in the ways that make for peace. Hear us, O God.  
C  Your mercy is great. 

A  We pray for those who suffer as the result of war, violence, terrorism, or natural disaster. And 

we pray for those who willingly serve others in dangerous situations: first responders, firefighters, 

emergency medical personnel, members of the military and law enforcement. Protect those who 

serve in the military, especially Myrina Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson and 

Tyler Van Houten. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 
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A  We pray for our congregation. Prepare us to welcome newcomers. Make this a place of hope 

for the least of these in our community. Be with those who are sick, injured, or in any need. 

Comfort all in need in body, mind, or spirit, especially John Burdick, Katie Leary, Greg and 

Danny Gillons, Al Miller, George Ulrich Jr, Sue Rider and Debra Wood. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Gracious God, hear the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence of our 

hearts. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great 

A  Let us remember with thanksgiving the dearly departed who rest from their labors. Gladden us 

by their lives of faith, and at the last day unite us in the joy of heaven. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great. 
P  Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
C  Amen. 

Stand as you are able. 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

Sit 

Offering of Gifts & Music 
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

After the usher passes your pew, you are invited to drop your coins in the metal bowl at the front of the 

nave. These gifts are sent to Barry County Cares. 

Stand as you are able. 

Offertory Hymn God Extends an Invitation ELW 486 (red book) 

Offertory Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 

together to become one bread, 

C  so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 

for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.   
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might be 

satisfied by your abundance. You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and you 

fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

C You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, 

C we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

P By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

C strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the 

body of your Son. 

P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church, 

C both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:  
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion:  
P    Take hold of the life that really is life. Come, take your place at the table. 
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Sit 

Lamb of God       

 

   

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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  Create in Me A Clean Heart              WOV 732 (blue book) 

  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart              WOV 711  

  Father, We Thank You               WOV 704 

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A  Let us pray . . . We come again to you, O God, giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy 

you have embraced us and healed us, making us one in the body of Christ. 

C  Go with us on our way. Equip us for every good work, that we may continue to give you 

thanks by embracing others with mercy and healing; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

Announcements 

Stand as you are able 

Blessing 

P  God Almighty send you light and truth to keep you all the days of your life. The hand of God 

protect you; the holy angels accompany you; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

Sending Hymn      You are Mine    ELW 581 (red book)  

Sending 

A  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C Thanks be to God. 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:00am 

Assisting Ministers Barry Wood Phil Poholski 

Cantor Mark Anton Vickey Argo 

Lector John Burdick Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Grayson Patton Jack Barnaart 

Usher Dan/Melissa Patton Doug/Diane Neeb 

 Gavin & Molly Patton Dave Neeb, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Steve/Peg Kaiser Ingrid Morgan, Kristi Winick 

Nursery    Volunteers Children’s Church 

Chancel Team  Wales Family Ingrid Morgan 

 

                                                                   

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, September 18, 2016  

Assisting Ministers Barry Wood Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos Kate Watson 

Lector Carol Vos Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server Mark Anton Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Katie Pohl Hope Peck 

Usher Mark Anton Gary/Lisa Golnek 

 Lyle/Joyce Proksch Mark Anton, Dollie Larsen 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Chris Bush John/Mary Kleinbrink 

Nursery    Volunteers Children’s Church 

Chancel Team  Wales Family Ingrid Morgan 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 Today, September 11 Worship at 8:00 & 10:45 am 

  Children’s Church 10:45 am 

  Adult Forum – Parables 9:30 am 

  Noisy offering 

  Barry County Jail Worship 

 Monday, September 12 Community Outreach 5:00-6:30pm 

  Adult Forum – Gospel of John 6:30-8:00 pm 

 Tuesday, September 13 Women of Faith 6:30-7:30 pm 

  Brothers of Grace 7:00-8:30 pm   

 Wednesday, September 14 Prayer group 6:00 pm 

 Thursday, September 15 Bell Basics Ring-a-long 5:30-8:00 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  70 Weekly Giving: $3,051.00 Budget Amount: $4,233.32 

Did you know? Children can bring a bag from the Pencil Tree to worship. You will find fun 

things to do as you pass the time in worship. 

 

Children’s Church – begins today. Children of the 10:45 service will be invited to participate  

after the Children’s Sermon. They will return with the leader at the time of the Passing of the  

Peace. 

Adult Forums begin this week on Sunday, between services and on Monday evenings beginning  

at 6:30 pm 

Community Outreach – meeting scheduled for September 12 at the new time, 5:00-6:30 pm. 

Women of Faith – meeting September 13, 6:30-8:00 pm 

BOG – meeting September 13, 7:00—8:30 pm, for all men of Grace & their friends/family. 

New Member Class – will begin September 18, for our newest members, for anyone interested 

in joining and for members who would like a refresher. The class runs for six weeks and will 

begin each Sunday around 12 Noon and last for 60-70 minutes. 

Grace Pictorial Directory –Picture dates have been set for September 22, 23 and 24.  There is 

no charge for the directory photograph and each person/family is given a free 8x10 portrait of the 

picture that will appear in the directory. If you have not made an appointment, the Team will be 

calling you. 

New Member Brunch – schedule for September 25th after each service to welcome our newest  

members. Their pictures will be posted very soon.  

Let’s beautify our church – looking for volunteers that would like to beautify the grounds of 

Grace Lutheran Church on October 1. Skills needed: helping out, having fun, playing in the dirt, 

meeting and working with those you know and maybe a few you don’t know. We plan to work  

9 am - ? (this depends on how many volunteers help out). If you have questions, please contact 

Phil Poholski at 269-948-3655. 

CROP Walk – the annual Barry County CROP Walk to address the problem of world hunger is 

scheduled for October 9. You can be a walker or you can commit to supporting a walker through 

your gifts. This year the walk will take place in Hastings. Contact Kim Domke, 269-908-0024, or 

Jane Secor, 269-569-1275, if you would like to help. 

Worship Leadership Training Class – has been rescheduled for two Sundays in November.  

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of sugar and hamburger/tuna helper. Donations can be placed in the box outside Pastor  

Paul’s office. 


