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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 27, 2016 

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected way, 

as the baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue (like the night sky), representing the Christ who is called 

Dayspring (source of day). 

 
 

 

Pre-service Music  

Welcome/Worship Instructions 

Stand as you are able. 

Gathering Music            Rejoice, Rejoice Believers  ELW 244 (red book) 

Greeting 

P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity; one God; the only sovereign, who dwells in light; Christ Jesus, 

who came to save sinners; the Holy Spirit who lives within us. 

C   Amen. 

Acolyte lights first candle 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
P  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  You call all nations to walk in your 

light and to seek your ways of justice and peace,  
C for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. 
P Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. 

C Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and 

welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. 

P Bless be God forever. 

C  Amen 

Advent Singing 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

Embracing all things far and nigh; 

In strength and beauty come and stay; 

Teach us your will and guide our way. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
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Prayer of the Day 

A   Let us pray . . . Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

C  By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and  

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading:   Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal 

reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us  

walk in that light of that Lord now!” 

 
L A reading from Isaiah: 
          1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come 

the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall 

be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say,  

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may 

teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,  

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate 

for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 

hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  
A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 122  

    

 
      1I was glad when they | said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 

 2Now our | feet are standing 

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 3Jerusalem is built | as a city 

  that is at unity | with itself; 
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 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R 

 5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the | house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 

  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 7Peace be with- | in your walls 

  and quietness with- | in your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 

  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 9Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 

  I will seek to | do you good.” R 

 

Second Reading:  Romans 13:11-14 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s  

coming in the future. 

L  A reading from Romans: 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day 

is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 

honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 

the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Stand as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation   

 
  

Gospel Reading:   Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, unexpected event that will bring salvation or judgment  

upon people caught up in the usual affairs of daily life. He urges people to be alert and expectant. 

P  The Gospel according to Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

       [Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
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heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two 

will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 

his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message/Children’s Church 

Message 

Stand as you are able. 

Song of the Day       Wake, Awake for Night is Flying ELW 436 (red book) 

Kneel or sit as you are able. 

The Prayers           
A  As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout the 

world, praying for all who are in need. 
 A brief silence. 

A  For the church and its leaders, and for all who work for the unity of the gospel; that the 

compassion of Christ break down all divisions, Empower and guide the faith of our bishops and 

congregations and all the servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants David and Sarah; our synod companion churches, St. John’s Lutheran Church in 

Baroda, First Baptist Church of Middleville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. Let us 

pray, 
C  Have mercy, O God. 

A  For the well-being of creation, for mountains and hills, lakes and rivers, snow and sunshine, 

plants and animals, and for all who care for the earth; that God raise up stewards to protect this 

good creation. Let us pray, 

C  Have mercy, O God. 

A  For peace among nations, for those who lead all levels of government, for judges and 

magistrates, and for those who speak for the voiceless; that all are treated with equity and 

fairness. Protect those who serve in the military, especially Myrina Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua 

Wright, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Let us pray, 
C  Have mercy, O God. 

A For those who are anxious and worried, for the sick and bereaved, for the homeless and 

imprisoned, for those in any need; that the compassion shown by Christ be embodied in 

caregivers and advocates. Let us pray, 
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C  Have mercy, O God. 

A   For those who gather for word and sacrament, for those who travel, and for our holiday 

preparations; that in all our activities we give thanks to the Lord. Comfort all in need in body, 

mind, or spirit, especially Rick Palmer, Victoria Steadman, John Burdick, Elsie Merrow, George 

Ulrich Jr, Vicky Kruithof, Doug Haddix, Debra Wood, Butch Tossava, Dave & Cheryl Hills, 

Kathy Plourde, Ron Bush, the Kotrba family and the Kate Fitch family. Let us pray, 

C  Have mercy, O God. 

A  Gracious God, hear the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence of our 

hearts. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Let us pray, 

C  Have mercy, O God. 

A  In thanksgiving for those who have died and are at rest; that their witness to the gospel serve 

as examples of living the life of faith. Let us pray, 

C  Have mercy, O God. 

P  Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known only to 

you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 

C  Amen. 

 
Stand as you are able. 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

Sit 

Offering of Gifts & Music  
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Stand as you are able. 

Offertory Hymn Let the Vineyards WOV pg 21 (blue book) 

Offertory Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 

together to become one bread, 

C  so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 

for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You comforted your people 

with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 

when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for creating 

a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the 

prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring 

us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await his coming again in 

righteousness and peace. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

P Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, increase our 

hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
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P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:  
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion:  
P    Share in the inheritance of all the saints. Come to the table prepared for you. 
 

 

Sit 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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Lamb of God  

 

    

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                         ELW 272 (red book) 

  Taste and See                ELW 493 

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A  Let us pray . . . God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we 

share. 

C  Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your  

people in the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

Announcements 

Stand as you are able 

Blessing 

P May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn     Soon and Very Soon    ELW 439 (red book) 

Sending 

A  Go in peace. Christ is with you 
C Thanks be to God. 

If you forgot to place your Participation Card in the 

offering plate, you can still drop it off in the basket 

outside the sanctuary. 
 

Salvation is Nearer 
A thief, a flood, life suddenly taken: about that future day and hour that will snatch our breath 

away, no one knows, says Jesus. “Keep awake therefore” (Matt. 24:42). But lying awake 

anticipating trouble wears down body and soul and can signal post-traumatic stress. What are we 

to make of these words? 

We remember that these words are part of a larger story, where “sleeping” and “waking” evoke 

dying and rising with Christ, and the end is the victory of God’s love. Whatever shocks the future 

may hold, the promise is finally joyful. 

Today we read the words of Jesus alongside those of Paul. No one knows what future day or hour 

the Messiah will break in to break apart the ordinary, but we do know what time it is now: the 

moment to wake from sleep. “For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers” 

(Rom. 13:11). Imagine: time and space have shifted. Joy is closer than we realize. 

We hear these words on this day, the first of a new church year and the “candled seasons” of 

Advent and Christmas. The colors have changed to blue, shades of the northern hemisphere’s 

deepening night skies. Though winter is only beginning, “the night is far gone, the day is near” 

(Rom. 13:12). We see that darkness surrounds us, but dawn is just over the horizon. 

In baptism we have been raised with Christ, whom we put on daily like a sheltering garment, an 

armor of light. We and our companions illuminate the path for one another. We awaken, or keep 

awake, by living fully in each present moment, clinging to the promises, practicing hope. We 

resist gloom. We rise and walk together in the light of Christ, drawn by the vision of a peaceful 

city. Nearer to us now is glory breaking up the night, announcing the birth of the Savior. 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 

 

 

 

 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 76   Weekly Giving: $1,783.00 Budget Amount: $4,226.98 

Greeting Cards - The MS and HS youth are selling greeting cards to raise funds for their 

activities..  These are nice quality, thick cards!  There are 12 cards per package, each with 

an inspirational message and a scripture verse.  The inside of the cards are blank so you 

can write your own personal message.  They make great gifts too! The cards are 1 pkg of 

12 for $8.00 (that is ONLY $.66 per card – can’t beat that!!) or 2 pkgs for $15.00.  The 

cards will be available after services for the next few weeks in the gathering area or you 

can contact Jana Bishop, Jenn Rosenberger or Victoria our Parish Administrator. 

Calling all painters! If you would like to help paint at Grace to help us complete ‘phase 1’, 

please sign up on the sheet outside Pastor Paul’s office, in the Gathering Space. You can come as 

you have availability and follow the directions posted on the walls. 

Free Babysitting - The Middle School and High School Youth groups are having a FREE 

childcare night on Dec 10th from 6-8pm at Grace.  Parents can drop off their kids for a couple 

hours to grab dinner, so a little shopping or just go home and relax.  Children NEED to be signed 

up by Dec 3rd to ensure we have enough childcare providers and age appropriate activities – the 

sign-up sheet is on the wall outside of Pastor’s Office. 

Float building – if you would like to help the Youth Groups build their float today from 6-8 pm 

for the Hastings Christmas Parade, which takes place on Dec 3rd, contact Jana Bishop at 269-838-

3348. 

Children’s breakout sessions during Advent will take place each Wednesday during Advent 

services beginning at 7:00 pm. 

Advent Wednesday Prayer Service begins November 30th with a light dinner planned and 

presented by the Worship Committee at Grace, beginning at 6:00 pm. The Holden Village Prayer 

Service begins at 7:00 pm 

Holley Trolley - Once again we plan to provide music and treats for community members riding 

the Hastings Holly Trolley on Friday, December 9, 6-9 pm on the Courthouse Lawn.  We are 

looking for singers, greeters, and cookie bakers to pitch in to make this a successful outreach 

program again this year.  A sign-up sheet is posted in the Gathering Space.  Let’s join in adding  

some Grace-full Christmas cheer for our friends and neighbors riding the Holly Trolley. 

Jail Worship  - the next scheduled worship service with the men and women of the Barry County 

Jail is scheduled for December 11th.  We will meet at the jail at 12:45 and plan to share a 

worship service with both the men and women at the jail. Please contact Doug Neeb if you are 

interested. 
 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of cereal, instant mashed potatoes, elbow maccaroni and canned pasta, ie, spaghetti-o’s, 

ravioli, etc.  
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:45am 

Assisting Ministers Randy Teegardin Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector Carol Vos Carla Neil 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Gavin Patton Emmalee Peck 

Usher Mark Anton, Kay Marsh Doug/Diane Neeb 

  Dave Neeb, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Chris Bush Carolyn O’Connor 

Children’s Church     Children’s Church 

    Traci Wales, Kristi Winick 

Chancel Team  Pastor Paul E Kuhlman Mary Kuhlman 

                                                                   

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, December 4, 2016  

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Phil Poholski 

Cantor Steve Kaiser Vickey Argo 

Lector Chris Bush Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server Brenda Teegardin Sandy Mosteller 

Acolyte/Crucifer Katie Pohl Mark Anton 

Usher Randy/Brenda Teegardin Mark Anton, Gwen Hansen 

 Lyle/Joyce Proksch Sandy Mosteller, Joe Longcor 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Steve/Peg Kaiser Eve Wright 

Children’s Church    Volunteers Children’s Church 

    Kim Domke, Lisa Pohl   

Chancel Team  Lisa Golnek 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 Today, November 27 Adult Forum – Psalms 9:30 am 

  Children’s Church 10:45 am  

  High School/Middle School Youth Group  

     float decorating 6:00-8:00 pm 

 Monday, November 28 Adult Forum - Gospel of John – small group mtg 6:00p 

 Wednesday, November 30 Prayer group 6:00 pm 

 Thursday, December 1 Clapper Kids 3:45-5:00 pm 

  Grace Notes 5:45-7:00 pm 

 Saturday, December 3 Community Breakfast 

  Christmas Parade 5:00 pm 

 


