Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI

Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Fax: (269) 945-2698
Pastor Paul E. Kuhlman
E-mail: gracehastingspastor@gmail.com

3SL-1

Life-Giving Water
In Yellowstone National Park in the western United States, thousands gather to witness
the geothermal phenomenon “Old Faithful,” a geyser that erupts with predictable
frequency. The water coming from the geyser is not life giving, however. It is so scalding
and sulfurous that nothing is able to grow in the soil around the geyser.
Today we bear witness to a different “Old Faithful.” It is the faith-filled spring of water
gushing up to give life, hope, and loving relationships with God and one another. Indeed,
this gushing, living water leads us into an eternal, life-giving relationship. This spring
gushes forth with the regularity of baptismal remembrance, our daily dying and rising
with Christ. This water gives life. This water saves.
Our question may be much like the Samaritan woman’s: “Where do you get that living
water?” (John 4:11). The source of this water is not a well but Christ himself. In baptism
Christ gives us the water that both drowns us and raises us into new life. It quenches
thirst. It washes weary feet. It sustains us in God’s work of proclaiming good news to the
poor, the captive, the disabled, the oppressed, and all who live on the fringes, even our
enemies.
This good news transcends boundaries and brings unlikely people into relationship with
one another for the sake of the whole world. This news comes from the one sitting by the
well, the messiah, the Christ; the one who knows everything we have ever done; the
Savior of the world. This Christ stands alongside us, with us, and enters into our lives
giving undeserved love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness.
By our testimony, some may come to believe, but through Christ’s word and relationship,
they will be saved through the living water that gushes up to eternal life.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413.

BEFORE WORSHIP
Our Participation Card has two sides to complete. Please fill it out and place it in
the offering plate every Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the
Congregational Care and Community Outreach Committees.
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3rd Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2017
Lent is a season on contrition and renewal. The color purple has become a symbol of penitence. The music
of the season reflects our need for repentance and renewal, which is our effort to turn, again, towards God.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Pre-Service Music
Kneel or sit as you are able.

Confession
P Merciful God, you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost.
C We confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We fail in
love, neglect justice, and ignore your truth. Have mercy on us and wash away our sin.
Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
P Behold, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation.
C Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Welcome/Worship Instructions
Stand as you are able.

Gathering Hymn

What Wondrous Love is This

ELW 666 (red book)

Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
Kyrie

Your Heart, O God, is Grieved

ELW 602

Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray . . . Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin.
C Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of
your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit

Special Music

Nearer, My God, to Thee
Arranged by W. Knapp & R.E. Schram
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Grace Choir

First Reading

Exodus 17:1-7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put the Lord to the test, Moses cried out in
desperation to the Lord. The Lord commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The
doubt-filled question—”Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.
L A reading from Exodus:
1

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.
2
The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water;
and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of
the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight
of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled
and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm 95

1

Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3
For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
5
The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. R
7
For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s
hand.
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Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice!
“Harden | not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert.
9
There your ancestors | tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works.
10
Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’
11
Indeed I swore | in my anger,
‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ” R
8

Second Reading

Romans 5:1-11

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’
death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the
cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.
A A reading from Romans:
1

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our
hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually
dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
9
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through
him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through
the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.
11
But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
2

Stand
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Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading

John 4:5-42

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many
others to faith.
(The congregational responses before and after the Gospel Reading are omitted during Lent.)
P The Holy Gospel, according to John.
5

[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to
his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well.
It was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in
common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that
is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do
you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to
keep coming here to draw water.”
16
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have
had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”
19
The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this
3SL-6

mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.
24
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim
all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”
27
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but
no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left
her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told
me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were
on their way to him.
31
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no
one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the
harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper
may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you
to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their
labor.”
39
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told
me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay
with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They
said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard
for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
Sit

Children’s Message/Children’s Church
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message.

Message
Silence for reflection

Song of the Day

As The Deer Runs to the River

Kneel or sit as able.
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ELW 331 (red book)

Prayers
A Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
A O God, let your church on earth, justified and reconciled through Jesus Christ, be bold in its

proclamation of the gospel. Empower and guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all
the servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David, Chrysanne
and Sarah; our synod companion churches, University Lutheran Church in East Lansing, Grace
Brethern Church in Lake Odessa; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Paul. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A In your hands are the depths of the earth and the sea which you made. Make us faithful
inhabitants of this earth, caring for the waterways and their creatures. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A Lead the nations of the world away from the wilderness of sin and evil, and toward the light
of love and peace. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, especially Myrina
Clements, Kayla Pohl, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A To those who are thirsty for love, for justice, for peace, for belonging, give the water of life.
For those who are suffering or in pain, bring healing balm and peace. Comfort the sick and their
caregivers, especially Victoria Steadman, Danny Gillons, Sharon Duits, John Burdick, Corinna
Palmer, Kris Gilbert and the family of Jeffrey Miller. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A Lead this congregation in service to others. Embolden the faithful here with your promise and
your presence. Direct the work of our Transition Team. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the
silence of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A We give thanks for the witness and testimony of the saints who have gone before us into

eternal life. Let us boast in the hope they have shared, a hope that does not disappoint us. Hear us,
O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast
love; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
Stand as you are able

Sharing the Peace of God
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
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Sit

Offering of Gifts and Music
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every
Sunday morning.
Stand as you are able.

Offering Song

Create in Me

WOV 732 (blue book)

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving

and the offering of our lives,
C that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through

Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call
your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer
P Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with all creation, we bless and
magnify you. You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the
rock.
C We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert
experience of life, pouring out his life for the world.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
C Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await your salvation for all
this thirsty world.
P Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash
away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. Through him all glory
and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,
C both now and forever. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread and wine for the journey.
Communion at Grace
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all
who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus.
 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting
Minister.
If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward.
If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from
the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant. Return the individual chalice/cup to
the basket provided.
 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray.
 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune.
 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
Sit



Lamb of God

ELW 341 (red book)

Bind Us Together

WOV 748 (blue book)

Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

ELW 808 (red book)

Take, Oh Take Me As I Am

ELW 814 (red book)

Stand as you are able.

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray . . . Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.
C Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a
making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Congregational Announcements

3SL-12

Blessing
P May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the
light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give
you ☩ peace.
C Amen.
The cross and the worship leaders will recess in silence.

Dismissal
A Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stewardship Information
Worshippers last week: 109

Weekly Giving: $2,535.00

Budget Amount: $4,226.98

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need
of hamburger/tuna helper, cereal, canned pasta (ravioli, spaghetti-o’s, etc).
Remodeling Project: You will find a list of work items needed to complete Phase one of our
remodeling project. Please check the list and see if there is something you can help us with.
New Sunday Adult Forum--Pastor Paul is offering a new class that will run through Lent in
between services titled, "Christian Worship 101." He will introduce the topic of Christian
worship and will reveal the history of the different parts of our Sunday liturgy throughout the
class. Now is the time to ask those questions about worship you have always wondered about.
Choir – rehearsal time will change to 6:45 pm until Holy Week, beginning March 16.
Don’t forget - no rehearsal on March 23rd.
Transition Team would like to invite you to a church potluck on March 26th after second
service. Hotdogs and hamburgers will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass and be ready to
share your
thoughts and ideas with the team about our congregation and our upcoming pastoral search.
Lenten Wednesday Events – the Hand Bell Choir will provide the Wednesday Lenten Supper on
March 22: sloppy joes, beans, chips, salads and desserts. A free will offering is appreciated. The
supper begins at 6:00 and Wednesday Prayer Service is at 7:00 pm.
Thank you to all who helped yesterday to complete the Renovation Project – Phase 1.
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Today’s Worship Leaders
8:00 am
10:00am
Randy Teegardin
Phil Poholski
Jack Vos
Kate Watson
Carol Vos
Joyce Daugherty
Jan Schreiner
Phyllis Lietz
Gavin Patton
Clyde Watson
Dan & Grayson Patton
Mark Anton, Sandy Mosteller
Gwen Hansen, Joe Longcor
Melissa Patton
Doug/Diane Neeb
n/a
Kim Domke, Lisa Pohl
Vicky Argo, Kay Howell

Assisting Ministers
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church
Chancel Team

Assisting Ministers
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church
Chancel Team

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, March 26, 2017
Barry Wood
Mark Anton
Mark Anton
Mark Anton
Jack Vos
Kristi Winick
Mark Anton
Sandy Mosteller
Katie Pohl
Emmalee Peck
Kay Marsh, John Burdick
Gary/Lisa Golnek
Ed Domke
Mark/Jana Bishop
Ingrid Morgan, Carla Neil
n/a
Diane/Doug Neeb
Vicky Argo, Kay Howell

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
Today, March 19

Monday, March 20
Tuesday, March 21
Wednesday, March 22

Friday, March 23
Saturday, March 24

Worship at 8:00 & 10:45 am
Adult Forum 9:30 am
Children’s Church 10:45 am
Youth groups 6:00-7:30 pm
Small Group Ministry 6:00 pm
LACS Rehearsal 6:30-9:00 pm
Council 6:00 pm
Prayer Group 6:00 pm
Lent dinner 6:00 pm (public welcome)
Lent Prayer Service 7:00 pm
Youth lock-in
Joint VBS planning 10:30 am
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