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Choices 

Jesus picked a great place to ask his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is?” (Matt. 16:13). Caesarea Philippi is the city formerly named Paneas, in honor of Pan, 

the Greek god of shepherds and flocks. Built by Herod the Great and rebuilt by his son, 

Philip, Caesarea Philippi was where empire, power, wealth, and other gods were 

displayed. In the midst of a sea of choices, Jesus asks his question. 

The Roman Empire has been replaced by today’s globe-spanning economic and political 

alliances. Military might continues to impress and influence people. The comforts that 

wealth and status can bring still motivate people’s choices and actions. Power, might, and 

wealth still compete with Jesus for our hearts. And more than ever, we are aware of the 

teachings of other religions. In the midst of all these choices, Jesus still wants to know 

who his people say that he is. 

Peter answers with God’s own perspective—Jesus is the saving presence of the living 

God, right in the midst of all the other “gods” that would distract us. As we move into a 

new school year, a new neighborhood, or a new harvest season, we have opportunities to 

make our confession of faith in Jesus, to show he is the center of our lives through the 

choices we make. We can choose some less expensive school supplies for ourselves and 

use the savings to buy school supplies for the community’s collection; donate furniture 

from the old house to a family in need instead of selling it; contemplate how our 

management of material resources reflects our answer to Jesus’ question. And when 

visitors show up in worship, we can seek them out and welcome them with all the 

warmth and joy that we receive from Jesus. Jesus can and will build the church on the 

faith we live out in the midst of a world full of choices. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 
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12th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 27, 2017 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit. 

 

 

Pre-Service Music    Prelude in Fugue in G Major   Cindy Olson (organ) 
         By J S Bach 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able 

Gathering Song    The Church’s One Foundation           ELW 654 (red book) 

Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray . . . O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 

our life.  

C  Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly  

minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Special Music      I Am       Kate Watson, Traci Wales 

         by David Crowder & Ed Cash  Cindy Olson, Carla Neil 

                 Lexi Watson 

Clyde Watson (bass guitar) 

Kristi Wales (piano)  

Sit 

First Reading                            Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort  

to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

L A reading from Isaiah: 
       1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from 

which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your 

father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and 

made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will 

make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be 

found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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      4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me,   

and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation 

has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they 

hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish 

like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats;  

but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 138   

 

 
 

 1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 

 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast | 

love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 

 3When I called, you | answered me; 

  you increased my | strength within me. 
 4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R 

 5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 

 6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty | from afar. 

 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall 

save me. 

 8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your 

hands. R 
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Second Reading                               Romans 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values 

and viewpoints are not molded by this age, but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace 

empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the  

body of Christ. 

A A reading from Romans: 
       1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 

discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 

highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 

of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 

members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 

prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, 

in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 

cheerfulness. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Reading                            Matthew 16:13-20 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the  

living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

       13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 

Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone 

that he was the Messiah. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message. 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

Song of the Day     My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less   ELW 597 (red book) 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
Students are invited to bring their backpacks and sit around the baptismal font for the Blessing of the  

Backpacks.  

P Dear God, as we get ready to start another year in school, we ask your blessing on these 

backpacks,  
C we are thankful for the many items you have gathered together as gifts to those who 

receive them.  
P bless especially the children and young people who will wear them.  
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C As they go about the important work of being students, bless them with eagerness to 

learn, that their world may grow large;  

P encourage respect for teachers, aides, bus drivers, custodians, administrators, cafeteria 

workers, mentors, volunteers, and fellow students, that all may form healthy relationships;  
C instill love for nature, that they may become caretakers of your creation; 
P happiness when learning is easy and commitment when it is hard;  
C and grant faith in Jesus as their best teacher and closest friend.  

P We ask that you would protect these, your own children.  
C Watch over them and keep them safe as they travel to and from school. 

P As they learn, help them to discover the different gifts that you have given to each to be used 

in your work in the world.  

C As they hear the many voices that will fill their days, help them to listen most carefully 

for your voice, reminding them of your never-ending love for them.  

P Your Son came among us as a teacher. Send your blessing on all who are engaged in the 

work of teaching:  
C give them clearness of vision and freshness of thought, and enable them so to train the 

hearts and minds of their students in wisdom and courage to face the challenges of life.  

P Bless all school personnel with joy and satisfaction in their work; knowledge of the 

importance of their work; fellowship with colleagues and students; a spirit of patience, 

humility, helpfulness, kindness, wisdom; and good stewardship of the trust they have been 

given as servants of the public good; 

C through the love of God, in the name of Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Holy  

 Spirit. Amen.  

Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers   

A  Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the world, and all 

in need. 
A brief silence. 

A   God our rock, provide a strong foundation for your church on earth. Unite it in joyful praise, 

service, and mission. Empower and guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the 

servants of your church, especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David, Chrysanne 

and Sarah; our companion churches in Latvia, Honduras and Papua New Guinea; Immanuel 

Lutheran Church in Jackson, Milo Bible Church; and Minister of Music Cindy. Pour out your 

spirit of courage and faith upon the leader you will call for service to Grace. Lord in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

A  You make deserts into gardens and the wilderness into Eden. Restore the clean and pleasant 

beauty of your creation. Lord in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayers.      
A  You shine the light of justice on the nations. Deliver us quickly from evil, protect the 

defenseless, and bring peace to warring lands.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the 

military, especially Myrina Clements, Lance and Kayla Champaco, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson 

and Tyler Van Houten. Lord in your mercy, 
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C  hear our prayers. 

A  You renew our minds and transform our bodies. Wait with all who seek a cure or long for 

relief from chronic pain. Bring comfort and healing to all who suffer illness in spirit, mind, or 

body. Comfort the sick and their caregivers, especially Victoria Steadman, Danny Gillons, Larry 

Hansen and Tristin Nuyen. Lord in your mercy, 

C hear our prayers. 

A  You give gifts to all. Build up this assembly. Increase our generosity, compassion, and 

cheerfulness. Lift up from among us prophets, ministers, teachers, and diligent leaders. We ask 

your blessing of discernment and wisdom upon our Call Committee, and patience for our 

congregation while we wait for our next Pastor. Pour out your spirit of courage and faith upon 

the leader you will call for service to Grace, and let your will be heard clearly by all involved in 

this process. Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayers. 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A    Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayers. 

A  Your salvation lasts forever. Console us here on earth until we join all who praise you 

without end. Lord in your mercy,  
C  hear our prayers. 

P   Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the mercy of 

Christ Jesus. 

C   Amen. 

Stand as you are able 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music    

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning. 

Stand as you are able. 
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Offering Song     God Extends an Invitation    ELW 486 (red book) 

 
 

 
 

 

       Ashokan Farewell        Carla Neil (violin) 

       by Jay Unger          Kristi Winick (piano) 

 

Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. 
C You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to  

embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 12SP-11  

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation 

everything was whole and well in your praise. 

C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again 

into one. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,  

C we await that day when all the people of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree 

of life. 

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

C let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the 

Bread of life, your Son. 

P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church,  

C both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
Sit  

  Lamb of God 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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One Bread, One Body           ELW 496 (red book)  

Take My Life, That I May Be         ELW 583 

Come to the Table            ELW 481 
  

 

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 

C   Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may  

we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen. 

Sit  

Congregational Announcements 

Special Music     The Prayer      Mary Kuhlman, Cindy Olson 

        By Carole Bayer Sager & David Foster            Kristi Winick  

                         Carla Neil (piano) 

Service of Farewell and Godspeed  (10:00 am service only) 

P You and I have been partners in the mission of Grace Lutheran Church for 27 months. It is 

now time to give thanks for the life we have shared in Christ. It is also time for us to say goodbye 

as the Spirit has called me to something new.  I have found our time together rewarding and 

memories of what we have shared will always be precious to me. You have taught me much and I 

am grateful to God for our time together. 

C  The Lord is loving to everyone; God's compassion is over all God's works. All your 

works praise you, O Lord, and your faithful servants bless you. (Psalm 145:9-10) 
P  Let us pray . . . We thank you, o God, for these years of partnership in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 
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C We give you thanks for your goodness and loving kindness to us and to all people. For 

our partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for the Spirit that has empowered us to 

witness, we give you praise. In the name of the Creator, Savior and Spirit. Amen 
P  Dear friends, you have allowed me to share the responsibilities of the ordained ministry in 

your midst. At the beginning of our ministry, you presented me with symbols expressing my 

special role among you. It is time for me to return to you what you have lent me. I was called 

among you to baptize. Here is water which symbolizes God's gift of belonging in Christ. 
(A vessel of water is given to Randy Teegardin) 

C There is one Lord, one faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of us all. 
P I was called among you to proclaim the Good News and teach what Jesus has taught me. 

Here is the Bible that expresses this call. 

(A Bible is presented to Kate Watson) 

C Thanks be to God for the Good News of Christ. 
P I was called among you to lead worship and preside at Holy Communion. Receive now this 

chalice as a symbol of our worship life. 
(A chalice is presented to Chris Bush) 

C Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
 
 
A Mary Kuhlman is invited forward for recognition for her leaving this congregation after 

many years of service and worship, and moving to another congregation. 

Mary, as you leave our community of faith, we wish to bid you Godspeed.  

A A reading from John: Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness but will have the light of life." 

A In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you a member of his church. 

When you came to this community we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as the 

people of God. At Grace Lutheran you have come to know and to share in God's loving purpose 

for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, and God has blessed us 

through you.  

A Let us pray… Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant Mary, 

who has enriched this community and shared her gifts with her friends at Grace. Now bless and 

preserve her at this time of transition.  
C Day by day, guide her and give her what is needed, friends to cheer her way, and a 

clear vision of that to which you are now calling her. By your Holy Spirit be present in her 

pilgrimage, so that she may travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P And now, it is time for us to say farewell. We ask that in your love and commitment, you 

send us forth with a blessing. 

C Paul and Mary, we send you forth with our blessing. The Lord bless you and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you  

with favor and give you peace both this day and forever. Amen. 
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Stand as you are able. 

Blessing 

P   May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirt, bless you 

now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song     On Our Way Rejoicing     ELW 537 (red book) 

Dismissal  

A  Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward to 

make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf to 

use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 95    Weekly Giving: $2,051.00    Budget Amount: $ 

 

 

Pastor Paul’s Exit Interview with Bishop Sarah Friesen-Carper will take place at 6:00 pm on 

Monday, August 28th. All current council members (or those just leaving office) are invited to 

attend. 

 

Voice Recital at Grace – Tuesday, August 29th at 7:00 pm. Students of Bob Oster, including 

Mary Kuhlman and Cindy Olson. Reception to follow. 

 

Wine and cheese party: At Barry and Margaret Wood’s house, Saturday September 9th at 

6:00pm.  All welcome. Bring Hors d'oeuvres to share, and beverage of one's choice. Questions 

contact Barry or Margaret Wood. 

 

Congregational Care Committee will meet on Monday, September 25 at 3:00 pm. 

 

PLEASE SAVE the DATE for CROP WALK  October 8, 2017.  Grace Lutheran is hosting 

this event for Barry County and we need your help to welcome 10-15 churches and up to 300 

people. You can sign up to donate food or be a volunteer the day of the event.  You can 

participate as a walker by signing up with Kim Domke or on 

line   https://www.crophungerwalk.org/hastingsmi 

Donations will be collected Sept  17 – October 8.  Checks should be written to CWS-

CROP   Please see the board in the Gathering Space for more details, or talk with Kim Domke. 

 

Grace Outreach Committee meets the second Monday of each month at 5:00.  We welcome any 

one who has new ideas for outreach in our community or wants to help organize one particular 

event, such as the Halloween Trick or Treat inside of Grace. Please contact Mike Kemper for 

more details on how to get involved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of sugar, canned pasta (ie, ravioli, spaghetti-o’s, etc) , instant mashed potatoes.  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/hastingsmi
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:00 am 

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Vickey Argo 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector John Burdick Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server Jana Bishop Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Clyde Watson 

Usher John Burdick, Kay Marsh Mark Anton, Joe Longcor 

  Gwen Hansen, Sandy Mosteller 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Steve/Peg Kaiser Doug/Diane Neeb 

Chancel Team  Chris Bush 

 

                    

                                         

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, September 3, 2017 

Assisting Ministers Randy Teegardin Mark Anton  

Cantor Mark Anton Vickey Argo 

Lector Carl Schoessel Kristi Winick 

Communion Server Brenda Teegardin Melissa Patton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Gavin Patton 

Usher Mark/Jana Bishop Dan & Grayson Patton 

  Gary/Lisa Golnek 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom/Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright 

Chancel Team  Wales Family Ingrid Morgan 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, August 27   Worship at 8:00 & 10:00 am  

       Blessing of the backpacks 

       Pastor Paul’s last Sunday 

Monday, August 28   LACS rehearsal 6:30 – 9:00 pm 

Tuesday, August 29   Voice recital – students of Bob Oster 7:00 pm 

Sunday, September 3  Last Sunday for Summer Schedule 

           


