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Open to the Cross 

From a young age, we are taught to hide the embarrassing parts of ourselves. Sometimes 

we learn that lesson the hard way when we are laughed at for being ourselves. Sometimes 

we pick up on it slowly from what others around us think is cool. We learn to cover up 

problems in our family, hurts we feel inside, or elements of our appearance. When those 

things become visible to another person, we can feel terribly exposed and open to 

rejection, like our life is over. 

In today’s gospel, Peter, too, is highly sensitive to such shame. When Jesus reveals his 

intention to go to Jerusalem at the cost of his own life, Peter objects strongly to this 

deeply vulnerable revelation. Yet Jesus remains firm in his desire to share his deepest 

pains and fears openly with his disciples. Here we catch a glimpse of the courage and 

integrity that Jesus will share with the whole world as he hangs naked from the cross to 

reveal the depth of God’s love for us. 

Martin Luther said that one of the signs of the true church is the presence of the cross. In 

Christian community we should find the same kind of openness to vulnerability that Jesus 

modeled. In our worship, we enact this through our willingness to confess our failings to 

one another, to be confronted with our weakness in the preached word, and to come in 

common need of grace to the table. When we follow Jesus into the space of vulnerability 

beneath his cross, we can encounter the God who is willing to embrace us fully with all 

our faults and problems. 

Take a moment in worship or later at home to gaze at a cross and ponder the mystery of a 

God who chose to find us in our weakness, a God who meets us with radical love and 

mercy to create a new kind of life within us. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413. 

 

 

 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Our Participation Card has two sides to complete. Please fill it out and place it in 

the offering plate every Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the 

Congregational Care and Community Outreach Committees. 
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13th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 3, 2017 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit. 

 

 

Pre-Service Music     

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able 

Gathering Song    I Want Jesus to Walk with Me           ELW 325 (red book) 

Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray . . . O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world.  

C  Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to  

follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading                         Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and 

God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to 

continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words: “I am with you.”  

to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

L A reading from Jeremiah: 
       15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 

persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult.  
16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of 

my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of 

merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me 

with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, 

you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 

 19Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand 

before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth.  

It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20And I will make you to this 

people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the 

ruthless. 
L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 26:1-8   

 
 

 
 

  1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 

  I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 

 2Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 

  examine my heart | and my mind. 
 3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 

  I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 

 4I have not sat | with the worthless, 

  nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R 

 5I have hated the company of | evildoers; 

  I will not sit down | with the wicked. 

 6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 

  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
 7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 

  and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 

 8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 

  and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R 
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Second Reading                               Romans 12:9-21 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 

unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to 

overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live  

at peace with all people. 

A A reading from Romans: 
       9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 

mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 

serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the 

needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for 

evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on 

you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of 

God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are 

hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 

heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Reading                            Matthew 16:21-28 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the 

ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has  

called a “rock.” 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

       21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 

his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 

and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for 

you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose 

it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain 

the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 

not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message. 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

Song of the Day     Will You Come and Follow Me   ELW 798 (red book) 

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

 



 13SP-7  

Prayers   

A  Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s 

creation. 
A brief silence. 

A   We pray for the church and its mission. Make your church ready to lose its life for your sake. 

Unite it in service, sustain it in suffering, and let its love for others be genuine. Empower and 

guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, especially 

Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David, Chrysanne and Sarah; our companion churches 

in Latvia, Honduras and Papua New Guinea; St James Lutheran Church in Jackson, Most Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church in Middleville; and Minister of Music Cindy. Pour out your spirit of 

courage and faith upon the leader you will call for service to Grace. Lord in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayers. 

A  We pray for the earth and its well-being. Make us mindful of the gifts you have labored to 

give us, and inspire us to commit ourselves to their care. Lord in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayers.      
A  We pray for the nations and their leaders. Overcome evil with good. Show us how to live 

peaceably with all. Teach us how to love our enemies. Protect the lives of those who serve in the 

military, especially Myrina Clements, Lance and Kayla Champaco, Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson 

and Tyler Van Houten. Lord in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayers. 

A  We pray for those in any need. Provide for the hungry. Rescue the persecuted. Bless those 

who advocate for fair and safe working conditions and for just and livable wages. Comfort the 

sick and their caregivers, especially Victoria Steadman, Danny Gillons, Corrina Palmer, Larry 

Hansen, Kris Gilbert, Barbara Macaully, Tim Lowe, John Glasgow, Gary Burdick and Connie 

Coulter. Lord in your mercy, 

C hear our prayers. 

A  We pray for this community and its ministry. Move us to persevere in prayer, to extend 

hospitality to strangers, to rejoice with those who rejoice, and to weep with those who weep. We 

ask your blessing of discernment and wisdom upon our Call Committee, and patience for our 

congregation while we wait for our next Pastor. Let your will be heard clearly by all involved in 

this process. Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayers. 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A    Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayers. 

A  Alpha and Omega, we give thanks for all the saints who now rest from their labors. Keep us 

in union with them until we are joined around your throne.  Lord in your mercy,  
C  hear our prayers. 

P   Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of 

Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C   Amen. 
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Stand as you are able 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music    

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning. 

Stand as you are able. 

Offering Song     God Extends an Invitation    ELW 486 (red book) 
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. 
C You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to  

embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation 

everything was whole and well in your praise. 

C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again 

into one. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,  

C we await that day when all the people of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree 

of life. 

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

C let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the 

Bread of life, your Son. 

P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church,  

C both now and forever.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

P  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
Sit  

 

Lamb of God 

  

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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Blest Be the Tie that Binds          ELW 656 (red book)  

Day by Day              ELW 790 

Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song        ELW 808 
  

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 

C   Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may  

we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen. 

Sit  

Congregational Announcements 

Stand as you are able. 
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Blessing 

P   May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirt, bless you 

now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song     Lift High the Cross     ELW 660 (red book) 

Dismissal  

A  Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward to 

make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf to 

use for waving and dancing.  
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:00 am 

Assisting Ministers Randy Teegardin Mark Anton  

Cantor Mark Anton Vickey Argo 

Lector Carl Schoessel Kristi Winick 

Communion Server Brenda Teegardin Melissa Patton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Gavin Patton 

Usher Mark/Jana Bishop Dan & Grayson Patton 

  Gary/Lisa Golnek 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom/Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright 

Chancel Team  Wales Family Ingrid Morgan 

                    

                                         

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, September 10, 2017 8 & 10:45 am 

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Phil Poholski 

Cantor Jack Vos Kate Watson 

Lector Steve Kaiser Carla Neil 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Clyde Watson 

Usher Tom/Cheryl Drumm Mark Anton, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Steve/Peg Kaiser John/Mark Kleinbrink 

Chancel Team  Wales Family Ingrid Morgan 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, September 3  Worship at 8:00 & 10:00 am  

       Last Sunday for Summer Schedule 

Monday, September 4  Labor Day – office closed 

Tuesday, September 5  Women’s Bible study 12:30 pm 

       Executive Board 5:30 pm 

       Worship committee 6:30 pm 

Saturday, September 9 Wine & Cheese party @ Barry & Margaret Wood’s 

Sunday, September 10 Worship at 8:00 & 10:45 am 

 Children’s Church begins 

 Youth groups 6:00 – 8:00 pm      
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 137    Weekly Giving: $5,432.00  Budget Amount: $ 

 

 

If anyone has seen a blue bowl with a white interior, that was brought in for Pastor Paul’s 

luncheon, please contact Doris Allerding. 

 

Pastor Paul and Mary Kuhlman would like to thank the members of Grace for the wonderful 

“send-off” you gave them and for the many gifts they received from you.  The day was 

wonderful—worship, food, fun, and conversations—and they will remember it well.  They wish 

Grace a “grace-filled” future, and they pray you will have a pastor very soon. 

 

Noisy Offering to benefit Barry County Cares will be collected next Sunday, September 10.  

 

Wine and cheese party: At Barry and Margaret Wood’s house, Saturday September 9th at 

6:00pm.  All welcome. Bring Hors d'oeuvres to share, and beverage of one's choice. Questions 

contact Barry or Margaret Wood. 

 

Grace Outreach Committee meets the second Monday of each month at 5:00.  We welcome any 

one who has new ideas for outreach in our community or wants to help organize one particular 

event, such as the Halloween Trick or Treat inside of Grace. Please contact Mike Kemper for 

more details on how to get involved. 

 
Congregational Care Committee will meet on Monday, September 25 at 3:00 pm. 

 

PLEASE SAVE the DATE for CROP WALK  October 8, 2017.  Grace Lutheran is hosting 

this event for Barry County and we need your help to welcome 10-15 churches and up to 300 

people. You can sign up to donate food or be a volunteer the day of the event.  You can 

participate as a walker by signing up with Kim Domke or on 

line   https://www.crophungerwalk.org/hastingsmi 

Donations will be collected Sept  17 – October 8.  Checks should be written to CWS-

CROP   Please see the board in the Gathering Space for more details, or talk with Kim Domke. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of sugar, cereal and boxed instant mashed potatoes.  

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/hastingsmi

