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Accepts with Pleasure 

You can tell by your carefully scripted name on the front, the engraved return address, 

the thick textured envelope—a wedding invitation has arrived at your door! You open it, 

pulling out a stack of inserts and enclosures as featherlight tissue paper drifts to the floor. 

Instantly you can tell—this is one of those weddings: fancy, upscale, and so very fun! 

Our culture has eliminated so many elaborate occasions and lavish events that the rare 

opportunity to dress up and be elegant for an evening is a delight. Delicious food, 

wonderful music, the celebration of love! You can hardly wait—but what will you wear? 

The Son of God invites you to his wedding banquet today. At the altar of our Lord, you 

receive the richest food and the choicest of wines—the very body and blood of Jesus, 

given for you for the forgiveness of your sins and as a promise of everlasting life. Around 

the table are all your sisters and brothers in Christ—the ones standing next to you and the 

ones across time and space. At this wedding feast, not even death prevents guests from 

attending. And as marvelous as this meal is, what you eat here is only the appetizer 

course, keeping you fed until the full banquet begins in the new heaven and the new earth 

that are to come. 

You, beloved child, are invited to this table today, and in eternity, as far more than just a 

guest. Baptism clothes us in the garment of salvation and gives us a new identity as 

God’s precious chosen ones. Wear these clothes with joy and confidence. Come, a place 

at the banquet table is waiting for you. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23413 
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19th Sunday after Pentecost 
October 15, 2017 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the church 

and the fruits of the Spirit. 

 

 

Pre-Service Music    Fanfare Danza arr. K McChesney    Grace Notes 

        10:45 am Following You, Jesus by K Mitchell Clapper Kids 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able 

Gathering Song      All Are Welcome         ELW 641 (red book) 
           vs 1 - 3  

Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray . . . Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out 

your life with abundance.      
C  Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and 

transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and  

Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

Special Music      Bwana Awabariki  arr. S.T. Nelson   Grace Notes 

First Reading                        Isaiah 25:1-9 

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful 

victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing everyone  

up—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation. 

L A reading from Isaiah: 
       1O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done 

wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you have made the city a heap,   

the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. 3Therefore 

strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 4For you have been a 

refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade 

from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of aliens like 

heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was 

stilled. 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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  6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 

well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will 

destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all 

nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all 

faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 

spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might 

save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23      Shepherd Me, O God        ELW 780 (red book) 
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Second Reading                            Philippians 4:1-9 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and 

give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts  

and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful. 

L A reading from Philippians: 
       1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord 

in this way, my beloved. 2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 
3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside 

me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names 

are in the book of life. 

  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
L The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 

  
 

Gospel Reading                            Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation  

is not to be taken lightly. 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

       1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who 

had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, 

saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 

calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they 

made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his 

slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 

those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 

those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to 

the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, 

both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 

wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 

And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
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throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For 

many are called, but few are chosen.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message/Children’s Church 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message. 

Message     

Silence for reflection 

Song of the Day       Table of Plenty  
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Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers   

A  Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s 

creation. 
A brief silence. 

A   You rejoice in your church, gracious God. Welcome your children to the table you have 

prepared and send us forth to share the saving mercy we meet in Jesus Christ. Empower and 

guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, especially 

Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David, Chrysanne and Sarah; our companion churches 

in Latvia, Honduras and Papua New Guinea; Advent Lutheran Church in Lake Ann, Parmelee 

United Methodist Church in Middleville; and Minister of Music Cindy. Pour out your spirit of 

courage and faith upon the leader you will call for service to Grace. Lord in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

A  You rejoice in your good creation. Provide moisture for parched places, wind and sun for 

flooded lands, and shelter and sustenance for creatures of every kind. Lord in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer.      
A  You rejoice in the people and places of the world. We pray for nations who cannot sit at table 

together, for leaders distracted by anxiety and fear, and for refugees unwelcome in their 

homelands. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, especially Myrina Clements, 

Lance and Kayla Champaco, Joshua Wright, Parker Stancil, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van 

Houten. Lord in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

A  You bring peace that surpasses understanding. We pray for all who cannot worship with us 

this day: those who are homebound, hospitalized, imprisoned, or working. Comfort their hearts 

and ours with your healing presence. Comfort the sick and their caregivers, especially Danny 

Gillons, Danielle Eberly, Sue Sensiba family, Bob Crankshaw, Mary Golnek, Tim Lowe, John 

Glasgow, Kris Gilbert, Barbara Macaully, Debby Wood, Kathy & Ken Plourde, Judy & Bill Heil 

and Jeanne & Ron Bush. Lord in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A  You rejoice in this congregation. We pray for its ministries of hospitality: for the Community 

Outreach team, for ushers and greeters, and all who welcome guests in this place. We ask your 

blessing of discernment and wisdom upon our Call Committee, and patience for our congregation 

while we wait for our next Pastor. Let your will be heard clearly by all involved in this process. 

Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 
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A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A    Lord in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

A  You promise an eternal feast. We give thanks for the saints of every time and place. Hold us 

in communion with them until all are united at your heavenly banquet. Lord in your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 

P   Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of 

Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music  

  8:00 am  God Is So Good/Jesus Loves Me arr. V.W. Stephenson      Grace Notes 

  10:45 am  March Triumphant by J.C. Dare         Clapper Kids 

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning. 

Stand as you are able. 

Offering Song       Create in Me          
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and 

our labor. 
C Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the  

whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen 

Stand as you are able 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation 

everything was whole and well in your praise. 

C When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again 

into one. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death,  

C we await that day when all the people of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree 

of life. 

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  

C let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the 

Bread of life, your Son. 

P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church,  

C both now and forever.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 

P  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 
Sit     

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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I Am the Bread of Life           ELW 485  (red book) 

We Come to the Hungry Feast         ELW 479  

All Are Welcome vs 4 & 5          ELW 641 
  

Stand as you are able. 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts 

that form us to be humble and courageous. 
C   May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a 

living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our  

redeemer.  Amen. 

Sit  

Congregational Announcements 

Stand as you are able. 

Blessing 

P   God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, savior of the world, 

raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church: Almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Sending Song      We Are Called          ELW 571 (red book)       

Dismissal  

A  Go in peace. Sound the good news.  
C  Thanks be to God.  

 

┼ During the Sending Hymn, those who wish (especially children) are invited to 

come forward to make music and dance in the area in front of the pews on the 

left.  There are instruments and scarves in and near the basket by the wall. ┼ 
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             10:45 am               Processional in C by K Mitchell     Bell Choir 

 

Everyone is invited to come up close to listen and ring with the bell choir. 

 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                            8:00 am                          10:45 am 

Assisting Ministers Randy Teegardin Vickey Argo 

Cantor Volunteer Mark Anton 

Lector Carl Schoessel Carla Neil 

Communion Server Melissa Patton Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Grayson Patton Hope Peck 

Usher Tom/Cheryl Drumm  Mark Anton, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jan Schreiner Kristi Winick, Ingrid Morgan 

Children’s Church  Kim & Lydia Markwart 

Chancel Team  Jeanette Ulrich Mark Kleinbrink 

 

                    

                                         

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, October 22, 2017 

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Phil Poholski 

Cantor Jack Vos Kate Watson 

Lector Carol Vos Kristi Winick 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Clyde Watson 

Usher John Burdick, Kay Marsh Mark Anton, Gwen Hansen 

  Sandy Mosteller, Joe Longcor 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark/Jana Bishop Doug/Diane Neeb 

Children’s Church  Hope, Emma & Tom Peck  

Chancel Team  Jeanette Ulrich Mark Kleinbrink 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, October 15 Worship at 8:00 & 10:45 am 

 Children’s Church 10:45 am 

Monday, October 16 Community Outreach 5:00 pm 

 Small Group Ministry 6:00 pm 

 Youth & Family 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Tuesday, October 17  Women’s Bible Study 12:30 pm 

       Council 6:00 pm 

       Women of Faith 6:30 pm 

Thursday, October 19  Clapper Kids bell choir 3:45 – 5:00 pm 

       Grace Notes bell choir 5:45 – 7:00 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 79     Weekly Giving: $5,270.00  Budget Amount: $4,181.22 

For emergency pastoral care please contact retired pastor Mike Kemper. For other needs, please 

contact the church office at 945-9414 or Grace President Chris Bush at 517-614-5546.   

 

Call Pastor visits and presides on October 22, 2017.  

Call Vote will be held after worship on October 29th, Reformation Sunday, with worship at  

10:00 am. There will also be a potluck luncheon after the vote. The theme is ‘bring your favorite  

ethnic dish to pass’. See the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 

Preserve our progress!  Now that our walls have a fresh look with new paint, please post any  

notices on the bulletin board near the coffee counter in the Welcoming Space. 

Last one to leave the building after a meeting or on a Sunday?  Please remember to lock the 

door!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of elbow macaroni, stuffing, canned pasta (ie, ravioli, spaghetti-o’s, etc).  


