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Who Are You? Wisdom and Joy 

On a clear night, the sky starts to turn shades of rose an hour or so before sunrise. The 

colorful display isn’t yet dawn, but it heralds the dawn. During any long wait or process 

there is usually a turning point, like quickening in a pregnancy—an encouraging sign that 

what we long for will soon come about. For ages in parts of Western Christianity, rose 

vestments have appeared on the third Sunday of Advent. Songs and readings lilt with joy. 

For the last thousand years monastic communities have added color to evening prayer 

through a set of beautiful verses for December 17 to 23. Many of us know these “O 

Antiphons” from the hymn “O come, O come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257). Each day is a 

name (ending December 23 with O Emmanuel) for the promised Christ. Today’s name is 

Wisdom. 

Today’s gospel illuminates John the Baptist, who is not himself the light but a witness to 

it. Religious gatekeepers ask him hostile questions: “Who are you?” “What do you say 

about yourself?” John shows wisdom not only in knowing who and what he is not (the 

Messiah, a prophet such as Moses or Elijah), but also in knowing who he is: the voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness. 

Those same questions, without hostility, ask each of us throughout our lifetime to discern 

with wisdom who we are not, who we are, and what particular message and song God is 

calling us to voice. Baptized in water and Spirit, we rejoice with all generations in God 

our Savior, who casts down the mighty, lifts up the lowly, and fills the poor with good 

things. Mourners, given a garland instead of ashes, a mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit, will repair ruined cities. Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 

“Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn” (ELW 723, 

refrain). 
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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
December 17, 2017 

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected way, 

as the baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue (like the night sky), representing the Christ who is called 

Dayspring (source of day). 

 
 

 

Pre-service Music  

Welcome/Worship Instructions 

Stand as you are able. 

Gathering Music                       O Come, O Come Emmanuel    ELW 257 (red book) 

Greeting 

P   Blessed be the Holy Trinity; one God; the only sovereign, who dwells in light; Christ Jesus, 

who came to save sinners; the Holy Spirit who lives within us. 

C   Amen. 

Celebration of Light on the Advent Wreath – Shepherds’ Candle  

L     Leap with love, flames of light, 

C     we begin another week of patient preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

L     As candle flames give blessed brilliance to this winter tide, 
C     may our gift-giving be part of our preparation for God’s greatest gift, Emmanuel. 

L     Let each present we prepare to give be a sign of God’s gift of Life, Joy and Peace to our 

world. 

C     Let us wrap every Christmas gift with love, so that our gifts become Advent prayers,  

awakening our hearts to the true mystery of Christmas. 

The second candle is lit 

Advent Singing      Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah    ELW 240 (red book) 

       Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

 for the King of glory. 

Responsive Litany of Seeking  
L  With feeble hands and fearful hearts we come into your presence, O Lord, seeking 

forgiveness. 
C   Like a parched desert we need your streams of joy.   
L   Come, Lord Jesus, into our desert world. Bring the joy and gladness of your forgiveness. 

Bring the joy and gladness of your presence. 
C    Come to us, Jesus, and strengthen us to do your work.  
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Prayer of the Day 

A   Let us pray . . . Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 

words of your prophets, 
C  that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

forever. Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading:   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face hardship and 

oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of  

the Lord, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn. 

L A reading from Isaiah: 
       1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 

bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to 

give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 

instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 

display his glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 

devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

       For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be 

known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall 

acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the 

LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots,   

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness 

and praise to spring up before all the nations.  
A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 126  
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     1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 

  then were we like | those who dream. 

 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.” 

 

 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 

  and we are | glad indeed. 

 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 

  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R 

 

 5Those who | sowed with tears 

  will reap with | songs of joy. 

 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.R 

 

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer,  

and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 

L  A reading from 1 Thessalonians: 
       16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of 

prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 

  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body 

be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is 

faithful, and he will do this. 
A  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Stand as you are able. 
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Gospel Acclamation   

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



3SA-7 

Gospel Reading:   John 1:6-8, 19-28 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to  

Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 

P  The Gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
       6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 

       19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 

Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now they 

had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. 

Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where 

John was baptizing. 
P  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message/Children’s Church 

Message    

Stand as you are able 

Song of the Day      I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light      ELW 815 (red book) 

Kneel or sit as you are able 

The Prayers 

A  Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and comfort for 

all God’s people. 
 A brief silence. 

A  Guiding Lord, bless church leaders, volunteers, teachers, musicians, acolytes, deacons, 

pastors, seminarians, and those discerning a call to ministry. Empower and guide the faith of our 

bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth, and 

Craig, Assistants David, Sarah and Chrysanne; our synod companion churches, Victory Trinity 

Lutheran Church in Ludington, Solid Rock Bible Church in Delton; Minister of Music Cindy and 

Pastor Ken. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A  Creating God, protect Earth’s wilderness, especially where the lands are isolated and 

unexplored. Watch over all living creatures who remain free from human exploitation. Lord, in 

your mercy, 
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C  hear our prayer. 

A  Prince of Peace, send us your Spirit of unity, so that justice may spring up among the nations. 

Give us the will to repair the broken systems that perpetuate injustice. Protect those who serve in 

the military, including Myrina Clements, Lance and Kayla Champaco, Joshua Wright, Parker 

Stancil, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A Merciful God, comfort your children who are mourning, bind up the brokenhearted, and heal 

our wounds. We pray for those who are homeless or imprisoned, refugees, those who struggle 

with addiction or mental illness, and all in need. Comfort all in need in body, mind, or spirit, 

including Steve Kaiser, Danny Gillons, Pastor Joe Benedict, Ray and Pat Depew, Jada Love and 

family, Joann Cremeans, Cathy Balek, Denis Wilke Sr, Mary Golnek, Laura Miller, Magnus 

Zethelius, Gale Morway, Tim Lowe, John Glasgow, Barbara Macaully, Kris Gilbert and Calab. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A   Lord of justice, strengthen and increase the ministry of food pantries, meal service deliveries, 

employment training programs, and advocacy for equity among all classes and races. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C  Have mercy, O God. 

A  Gracious God, hear the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence of our 

hearts. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

A  Eternal God, clothe us in your garments of salvation, so that together we may rejoice in your 

presence with the saints who have died and with those unable to be with us today.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

P  We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who is to 

come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 

Offering of Gifts & Music  
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Stand as you are able 

Offertory Hymn Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ ELW 674 (red book) 

Offertory Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us.  

C  Feed us with your love, that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light.  

Amen. 
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Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.   
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to 

you, O Lord, through Jesus Christ, who is your promised light which no night can overcome, and 

so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for creating 

a world of order and beauty.  

C    When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim 

your justice and mercy.  

P At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering 

world. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; He broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

C    For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

P Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await his coming again in 

righteousness and peace. 

C Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, 

increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

P Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:  
C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
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Invitation to Communion:  
P    Share in the inheritance of all the saints. Come to the table prepared for you. 
 

 

Lamb of God  

    

 

  You are Holy                               ELW 525 (red book) 

  Drawn to the Light                     ELW 593 

  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence     ELW 490 

Stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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Prayer after Communion 

A  Let us pray . . . God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we 

share. 

C  Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your  

people in the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sit 

Announcements 

Stand as you are able 

Blessing 

P   May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 

your path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C     Amen. 

Sending Hymn   Christ, Be Our Light          ELW 715 (red book) 

Sending 

A  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 123     Weekly Giving: $ 4,734.00 Budget Amount: 

$4,181.22 

Grace Choir – choir practice will be at 6:30 on Thursday, December 21st. 

Houston Bound! 

The youth group is having a babysitting fundraiser event on Saturday, December 23rd , from 

12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you are in need of childcare we would love to host your children, as 

you do that last minute shopping or wrapping of gifts. 

 

December 24 – Sunday service will be held at 10:00 am (one service Sunday), with a Christmas  

Eve Service held at 7:00 pm. 

December 31 – Sunday worship service is at 10:00 am, and pre-service will be a hymn sing  

starting at 9:40 am. 

Women's Bible Study will NOT meet for the rest of the year or for the first Tuesday in January.  

Our next meeting will be January 9th at 12:30pm. 

Wednesday Advent Services - ADVENTure..... A Journey of Hope “As we walk in times that 

are not certain, we know that God is with us guiding and directing our days.  This Advent you are 

invited to come on Wednesday nights to experience an adventure, as we explore some of the 

ways  

God has given our ancestors hope, as God gives us hope on our faith journey. 

The ADVENTure  begins at 6:00pm with dinner (free will offering), special music beginning each  

Wednesday at 6:50pm.  Holden Evening Prayer Service and children’s activities begin at 7:00pm 

Renovation Update - Being good stewards of God, there was a decision to go ahead with the 

purchase of carpet that was needed for the church.  The price for the carpet has risen steadily 

during our fundraising efforts and the church was faced with another price increase in the near 

future.  We have a current debt of $16,258.38 for this purchase.  We would be blessed if you 

would be willing to help pay down this debt we owe to ourselves.  Thanks for your consideration.  

If you would like to write a check, please remember to write ‘carpet fund’ in the memo line.  

 

Votive Candles – as the Epiphany season is approaching, Pastor Ken is inviting you to bring a 

votive candle during the season of light. We will be using them and lighting them on January 

31,2017. 

 

Worship Committee would love to get your input about our worship here at Grace. Their email  

address is gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of saltine crackers, boxed instant mashed potatoes and cake frosting.  

mailto:gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                                 10:00 am            

Assisting Ministers                               Phil Poholski 

Cantor                               Kate Watson 

Lector                               Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server                                Mark Anton  

Acolyte/Crucifer                                Clyde Watson 

Usher                                Mark Anton, Ed Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.                                Kristi Winick, Ingrid Morgan 

Children’s Church   

Chancel Team  Lisa Golnek 

                                         

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, December 24, 2017  - 10:00 am 

Assisting Ministers                                  Traci Wales                               

Cantor                                  Volunteer 

Lector                                  Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server                                   Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer                                   Hope Peck 

Usher                                   Gary/Lisa Golnek, volunteers 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.                                   Volunteers 
Children’s Church   

Chancel Team  Lisa Golnek 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, Dec 17 Worship at 10:00 am 

 Youth Christmas Program 

 Youth Group 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Monday, Dec 18        Youth & Family Committee 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, Dec 20        Advent dinner 6:00 pm 

              Advent services 7:00 pm 

Thursday, Dec 21        Choir practice 6:30 pm 

Saturday, Dec 24        Worship at 10:00 am 

          Christmas Eve worship 7:00 pm 
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