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Falling for Jesus 

In this final week of Lent we prepare to enter the story of Jesus’ passion, death, and 

resurrection and to be transformed and renewed in our baptismal identity through this 

story’s movements. In our wider culture, however, the depth of meaning and experiences 

that the church walks through during Holy Week, which begins next Sunday, can be 

hidden behind secular celebrations of Easter. 

The Greek inquirers in today’s gospel remind us that people around us who are not 

Christian or do not celebrate Holy Week may still be curious about the origins and 

significance of Easter. Amidst chocolate bunnies and eggs, we may find ourselves, like 

Philip and Andrew, with opportunities to direct people’s curiosity toward the Lord we 

come to meet each week. 

Jesus’ words to his disciples help us in our witness. He is the one who laid down his life 

for others out of love. In his life we find a willingness to give everything he has for his 

neighbors and loved ones, even for those who don’t yet have a relationship with him. It is 

from just such a sacrifice that so much fruit has sprung forth. The church is part of that 

fruit, people across the centuries who have sought to live their own lives in the same way, 

offering love to the stranger and the outsider. 

Each week we come together and reap the fruit of Christ’s self-giving love. We hear it in 

his words. We taste it in the bread and wine of the table. We receive it in the care and 

consolation of other Christians around us. And as we receive so much from Christ and his 

church, we are empowered to let ourselves “fall” in service to others so that they too 

might see through us to Jesus Christ (John 12:24). 

 Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 18, 2018 

Lent is the season of contrition and renewal. The color purple has become a symbol of penitence. The 

music of the season reflects our need for repentance and renewal, which is our effort to turn, again, 

towards God. 

 

 
Pre- Service Music        

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Stand as you are able. 

The Confession and Forgiveness  

P   In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

P   God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours. Equip us by your Spirit to 

confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before us in your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P   With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 

P   Merciful God, 

C forgive us. Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. We have spoken  

when we should have kept quiet. 

Silence. 

P   Let us confess . . . 
C we were silent when we should have said something. 

Silence. 

P   Let us confess . . . 
C we acted when we knew better. 

Silence. 

P   Let us confess . . . 

C we were still when we know we should have moved. 

Silence. 

P   Let us confess . . . 

C the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do, have mercy on us, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

P   People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free because God loved the 

world so much. Take hold of life—eternal life! 

C Amen. 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn            Jesus Loves Me     ELW 595 (red book)  

Kyrie        
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Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 

P   The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin through 

the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray . . . O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive 

our prayers. 
C  Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may 

live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Sit 

First Reading                             Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the covenant established at 

Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a new covenant with the people. There will be  

no need to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts. 

L A reading from Jeremiah: 
      31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 

on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach 

one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more. 

L The Word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 51:1-12 

 

 

 

      1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 

 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 

 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R 

 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 

 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 

  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R 
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Second Reading                                 Hebrews 5:5-10 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how Christ lived in  

trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of our eternal salvation. 

A A reading from Hebrews: 
       5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who 

said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also in another place,  

“You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 

to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having 

been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been 

designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

L The Word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Reading                    John 12:20-33 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ words about seeds 

planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be 

 gathered. 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

       20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 

Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 

is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 

from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 

this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Message/Children’s Church 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message. 

Message 

Silence for reflection 

Stand as you are able. 

Song of the Day      Will You Let Me Be Your Servant     ELW 659 (red book) 

Kneel or sit as you are able. 
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Prayers   

A  Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 
A brief silence. 

A  We pray for the church. Guide us into a deeper knowledge of your love and grace. Increase in 

us the gifts of faith, hope, and service. We pray for evangelists, pastors, prophets, teachers, and 

all servants of the church. Empower and guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all 

the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth, and Craig, Assistants David, Sarah and 

Chrysanne; St Luke’s Lutheran Church in Muskegon, Woodland United Methodist Church; 

Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A  We pray for the world. For seeds planted in hope of an abundant harvest. For fertile soils and sufficient 

rains. For shepherds and ranchers, farmworkers and seafood harvesters. For flowers and berries. For 

orchards, vineyards, and citrus groves. Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A  We pray for the nations. For countries embroiled in long-term conflicts, and for communities scarred 

by political unrest and upheaval. Grant wisdom to the world’s decision makers. Guide them to work for 

peace and the well-being of all people. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including 

Myrina Clements, Lance and Kayla Champaco, Joshua Wright, Parker Stancil, Tim Krewson and 

Tyler Van Houten. Lord, in your mercy, 
C   hear our prayer. 

A  We pray for those in need. For all who suffer in any way. For those who are lonely or isolated. For 

those seeking employment. For those who approach the hour of their death, and all who are ill. Comfort 

all in need in body, mind, or spirit, including Mary Golnek, Wendy Eifler, Gladys Bishop, the 

Andress family, Shirley Fisher, Tim Lowe, Audrey Burdick, John Glasgow, Steve Kaiser, Newell, 

Sara, Suzanne and Michelle. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A  We pray for this assembly. For those preparing for baptism. For visitors, newcomers, and those who are 

returning after an extended absence. Deepen us in faith. Fill us with hope, and draw us all into your loving 

presence. Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A    Lord, in your mercy, 

C   hear our prayer. 

A  With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died, especially those who have been witnesses and 

examples to us. Bring us with them to the promise of resurrection and life eternal with you. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

P   Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C   Amen. 
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Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music   

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning. 

Stand as you are able. 

Offering Song      Come to the Table               ELW 481 (red book) 
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the 

offering of our lives, 

C that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through  

Christ our Lord. Amen 

Stand as you are able 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call 

your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the 

gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn:          
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
C together with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 

P You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. 
C  We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring 

out his life for the world. 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your salvation for 

all this thirsty world. 
P Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

C  wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
P Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church, both now and forever. 
C  Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the  

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P  Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit    Lamb of God  

 
 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all 

who come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting 

Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to 

the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee          ELW 759 (red book) 

Now We Remain            ELW 500 

Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup        ELW 492  

Stand 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

C   Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a 

making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Sit  

Congregational Announcements 

Stand as you are able. 

Blessing 

P   May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the 

light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord bless you and keep you. The 

Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give 

you ☩ peace. 

C   Amen. 

Dismissal  

A  Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

Closing Hymn   Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow  ELW 327 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 132           Weekly Giving: $4,298.00  Budget Amount: $4,181.22 

Lent Devotional Books are available for your edification. We are thankful for the many 

members who took time to write a reflection for us to ponder. 

 

Coin Boxes are also available for you to pick up and save a quarter for each Lenten day. The box  

can hold 60 quarters. This money will go toward ELCA World Hunger program. 

Wednesday, March 21 –Lenten dinner with sloppy joes, beans, chips, salads and desserts, free will  

offering to go to handbell activities. Lenten service at 7:00 pm 

We continue our Lenten journey entitled:  The Road is Hard that Leads to Life.  This Wednesday, 

March 21, we will focus on how God shapes us and forms us, just like a potter who works with 

clay.  Come and witness this gift of God’s shaping and transforming in our lives.  
 

Adult Bible Study – today, beginning at 9:30 am, there is a study entitled Making Sense of the  

Cross. Copies of the book used in the study will be available. We will meet in the Conference Room. 

Good Friday Cross Walk, March 30, 9:30 AM.  Sign-up sheets are posted for: 1.)Walker 

participants 2.)Volunteers to read parts of the passion story at various reflection stops along the  

walk 3.) Donations of light refreshments.  

Shut-in cards – if you would like to help send messages of love and caring to our shut 

ins and members in nursing homes, please see the sign up sheet taped to the end of the  

mailboxes. 

Renovation Update - Being good stewards of God, there was a decision to go ahead with the 

purchase of carpet that was needed for the church.  The price for the carpet has risen steadily during 

our fundraising efforts and the church was faced with another price increase in the near future.  The 

original debt amount was $16,258.38. To date we have received $8,125 in generous donations from 

our members. The remaining debt for the carpet is $8,733.38. We would be blessed if you would be 

willing to help pay down this debt we owe to ourselves.  Thanks for your consideration. If you 

would like to write a check, please remember to write ‘carpet fund’ in the memo line.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church on Green Street is currently in need 

of Pasta and Rice A-Roni, white sugar, chicken based soups (not chicken noodle), beef 

based soups (not beef vegetable), coffee (not huge cans), 64 oz juice (not apple), juice 

packs, pasta (not spaghetti), and canned pineapple. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders   

                                          8:00 am       10:45 am            

Assisting Ministers Chris Bush Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector Carol Vos Carol Morgan 

Communion Server Jana Bishop Vickey Argo 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Emma Peck 

Usher John Burdick, Kay Marsh Mark Anton, Sandy Mosteller 

  Gwen Hansen, Joe Longcor 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark & Jana Bishop Volunteers 

Children’s Church  Kim Domke 

Chancel Team  Vickey Argo & Kay Howell 

                                         

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, March 25, 2018 

Assisting Ministers Randy Teegardin Vickey Argo 

Cantor Jack Vos Vickey Argo 

Lector Carl Schoessel Jeanette Markwart 

Communion Server Melissa Patton Sandy Mosteller 

Acolyte/Crucifer Gavin Patton Lance Ogden 

Usher Dan & Grayson Patton Gary/Lisa Golnek 

  Mark Anton 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jack/Carol Vos Doug/Diane Neeb 

Children’s Church  Traci Wales, Kristi Winick 

Chancel Team  Vickey Argo & Kay Howell 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

Today, March 18 Worship at 8:00 & 10:45 am 

 Children’s Church 10:45 am 

 Middle school youth group 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

 High school youth group 6:30 – 8:00 pm @ Biggby 

  Monday, March 19   LACS rehearsal 6:15 – 9:30 pm 

Tuesday, March 20   Women’s Bible Study 12:30 pm 

Council 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

  Wednesday, March 21  Lenten Supper 6:00 pm 

         Lenten Service 7:00 pm 

Saturday, March 24  Spring flower pick-up 2:00 – 5:00 pm     

       Team Grace for Houston 5:00 – 7:00 pm 


