Saturday Easter Vigil
March 31, 2018
This is the night! This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from
death to life. Tonight is the heart of our celebration of the Three Days and the pinnacle of the church’s
year. The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign, and we gather around the pillar of fire,
hear ancient stories of faith, welcome a new sister at the font, and share the food and drink of the promised
land.
All gather in silence in the Gathering Space. Each person shall receive a small candle.

Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed
from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the
Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we
proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await
Christ’s coming again in glory.
A small fire or large candle is lighted.
P Let us pray…Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world.

Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising,
C until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
The pastor traces the inscription on the paschal candle held by the assisting minister.
P Christ, yesterday and today, + the beginning and the end, ( to Christ belongs all time and

all ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion now and forever.
C Amen.
The paschal candle is lighted and raised for all to see.
P The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our | hearts and minds.
The Assisting Ministry, with the candle, leads the congregation into the church, after everyone has lighted
their individual candles from the pascal candle or passing it to each other. During the procession, the
pastor will sing the following three times and the congregation responds in like manner.

Procession
P The light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.
The assembly goes to their seats and the pascal candle is placed in its stand next to the reading stand.
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Easter Proclamation
A Rejoice, now, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s
throne! Jesus Christ is risen! Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; and for so great a
victory, sound the trumpet of salvation. Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the
brightness of your king! Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever.
Rejoice, O holy Church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! Let this place
resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with full devotion of heart and mind and voice we
should praise the invisible God, and the only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; who, by his precious
blood, redeemed us from bondage to the ancient sin. For this indeed is the Pascal Feast in which
the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are made holy.
A This is the night
C This is the night
A in which, in ancient times, you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, and led them,
dry-shod, through the sea. This is the night
C This is the night
A in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising brightness. This is the night
C This is the night
A in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin, are renewed in
grace, and are restored to holiness. This is the night
C This is the night
A in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ rises from hell in triumph. O night truly
blessed which alone was worthy to know the time and hour in which Christ rose again from hell!
This is the night
C This is the night
P of which it is written: “The night is as clear as the day,” and, “Then shall my night be turned
into day.” The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; washes away sin;
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate; brings peace; and
humbles earthly pride.
Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving for the light of
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, reflected in the burning of this candle. We sing the
glories of this pillar of fire, the brightness of which is not diminished even when its light is
divided and borrowed. This is the night
C This is the night
P in which heaven and earth are joined—things human and things divine.
We, therefore, pray to you, O God, that this candle, burning to the honor of your name, will
continue to vanquish the darkness of night and be mingled with the lights of heaven. May Christ
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the Morning Star find it burning, that Morning Star who never sets, that Morning Star who, rising
from the grace, faithfully sheds light on the whole human race.
And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve with your continual protection your whole
Church, giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing;
C through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Stand as you are able.

Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray…Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the
risen Christ.
C Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in
sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit. Individual candles are extinguished.

First Vigil Reading

Response

Genesis 1:1—2:4a

Taste and See the Goodness of the Lord

The assembly sings the refrain, a soloist sings verse 1 and then the assembly sings the refrain.
Silent reflection
P Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more

wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share
our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C Amen.
Second Vigil Reading
Response

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Taste and See the Goodness of the Lord

The assembly sings the refrain (above), the soloist sings verse 2 and then the assembly sings the refrain.
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Silent reflection
P Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son you have brought us out of sin into

righteousness and out of death into life. Breathe into us your life-giving Spirit, that receiving the
gifts of word and sacrament, we may live in hope of all your blessings to come, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
Third Vigil Reading
Response

Isaiah 55:1-11
Taste and See the Goodness of the Lord

The assembly sings the refrain, a soloist sings verse 3 and then the assembly sings the refrain.
Silent reflection
P Holy God, you created all things by the power of the Word, and you renew the whole earth

by your Spirit. Give now the water of life to all who thirst for you, that, rejoicing in your
covenant of mercy, we may bring forth abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C Amen.
Fourth Vigil Reading

Daniel 3:1-20

Silent reflection
P Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by the proclamation of your prophets

you declare to us the word of salvation. By the grace of your Spirit increase the devotion of all
the baptized, that, strengthened by your presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and be
united with your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
New Testament Reading
Romans 6:3-11
L A reading from Romans:
L 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed
from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand as you are able. The lights of the church come on, sanctuary candles are lighted, and bells are rung.
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P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The Easter Proclamation is made three different times. When the lights of the church come on, then after
sanctuary candles are lit, and finally just before the bells are rung.

Gospel Acclamation

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing
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Gospel
John 20:1-18
P The holy gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
P Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set
out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but
he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.
11

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and
the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this,
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and
I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because
I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
P
C
P
C

The gospel of the risen Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Sit
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Easter Vigil Message
Stand as you are able

Song of the Day

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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Thanksgiving for Baptism
P In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn
children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and
in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
Profession of Faith
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
C I renounce them.
P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
C I renounce them.
P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
C I renounce them.
P Do you believe in God the Father?
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
A Let us pray…We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your

daughters and sons new birth,
C cleanse us from sin and raise us to eternal life. Sustain us with the gift of your Holy Spirit.
Give us the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
Kneel or sit for the prayers.
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Prayers

A On this most holy night, Christ passes from death to life, and the whole creation
shouts for joy. We pray that the light of Christ will continue to transform the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence
A Shine the light of Christ on your church gathered in prayer, O God. Lead us to the shadowy

places of this world and there give us humility to speak a word of newness and grace. Bless and
protect our bishops, Elizabeth and Craig, all the churches of our Synod, Barry County and our
Companion Synods. Hear us, O Lord.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A By the light of Christ, illumine the creation with the splendor of life. Reawaken hibernating
creatures and give new buds to dormant vegetation. Hear us, O Lord.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A By the light of Christ, fuel justice and equity in and among the nations of this world. We pray
particularly for the people and faith communities of the Holy Land, and for all lands ravaged by
strife or warfare. For all those who serve in the military, including Myrina Clements, Kayla Pohl,
Joshua Wright, Tim Krewson and Tyler Van Houten. Hear us, O Lord.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A By the light of Christ, warm the hearts of those in need and comfort those who care for them.
We pray especially for those who will die soon. Bring them to dance with you on the safe side of
the sea. Hear us, O Lord.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A By the light of Christ, awaken in this community new energy for life together. Help us plant
new seeds and dream new dreams for the flourishing of the spirit of joy among all people. We
rejoice with the newly baptized. Hear us, O Lord.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A Listen to the prayers of you faithful lifted up in loud voice, or in the silence of their hearts.
(Individual petitions can be offered now)
A Hear us, O Lord.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A Let Christ’s everlasting light shine on the faithful departed, who, with angels and archangels

and all the company of heaven, sing the eternal song of all creation’s praise. Hear us, O Lord.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
P You are light, O God; you are life. We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to your
care, trusting in the one who is the firstborn of the dead, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
Stand as you are able

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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(We share the peace of the risen Christ with one another.)
Sit

Offering of Gifts & Music
Stand as you are able.

Offertory Hymn

Take My Life That I May Be
vs 2 & 4
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Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray . . .God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was
lifted up from the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world.
C May all creation be brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, from
death to life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
P The risen Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give God thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior
Jesus Christ, the true paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sins, who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer
L You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are indeed holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
C We give thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us his holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.
L In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again,
C we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able.
P We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with you Word and Holy
Spirit to bless us, your servants and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and,
receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our
inheritance with all your saints.
C To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P Holy things for holy people.
C One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God.
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C Thanks be to God.
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Communion at Grace
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all
who come with open hands and hearts to the presence of Jesus.
 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting
Minister.
If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward.
If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from
the tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant. Return the individual chalice/cup to
the basket provided.
 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray.
 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune.
 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.


You are Mine
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Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am
Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup
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Stand as you are able.

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray . . . Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
C Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the
world; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Blessing
P God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty God, Father, ☩
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward
to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf
to use for waving and dancing.

Sending Hymn

Christ the Lord is Risen Today
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Dismissal
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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Assisting Ministers
Cantor
Lector

Usher

Chris Bush
Mark Anton
Sandy Mosteller
Jack/Carol Vos
Gwen Hansen
Mark Anton
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