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TAKE FIVE!  WORDS OF REST AND RELIEF 
by Pastor Ken Scheck II 
 

Jesus said, "Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while."  Mark 
6:31 
Whether it be the middle of summer band, football or soccer practice when the 
heat is about to do you in – Take Five.  As you are in the middle of a long stretch 
in the working day, when the work never seems to stop – Take Five.  During 
gardening, mowing, ironing, washing, dusting, when all of these things seem to 
be too much – Take Five.  Take Five seems to be the phrase that brings hope 
and encouragement. 
Take five!  Five minutes to stop the routine.  To rest…to do something else or to 
do nothing at all. 
Take five!  Summertime is a little like that.  Oh, the schedule is often hectic (in 
fact, maybe frantic would be a better description).  Yet, the routine seems to be 
a little different, a little slower, a little more relaxed.  The summer months can 
bring some moments of rest and relief, a few moments to do something 
different or to do nothing at all. 
As we enter these summer months we wish one another a happy “Take Five!”  
We wish for you safe travels, enjoyable trips, fun vacations and rich moments of 
rest and relaxation.  We do all these activities trusting in the presence and the 
power of the God of Grace who never “takes five”.  God is always concerned for 
our well-being. 
God is here in our world actively working for the promotion of peace.  God is 
continually inviting us to live a life motivated by love rather than fear or force.  
God is continually at work in us to help us in the struggle with sin.  God pours 
out the Holy Spirit so that we might even have faith.  God never “takes five”.  
God always surrounds us with the assurance of presence, peace and power in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 
Take Five!  This summer, take five!  Enjoy God’s world and God’s people.  Do so 

trusting and believing in the God who never “takes five!”. 
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Vacation Bible School 
by Pastor Ken 

COME AND SIT AT THE FEET OF JESUS AND LISTEN TO GOD’S 

WORD 

 

Mary sat at the Jesus’ feet listening to him teach.  Luke 

10:39 

 

Vacation Bible School is a wonderful opportunity to “sit at 

the feet of Jesus and listen to his teachings.”  Vacation 

Bible School will be held Monday through Friday, July 

23-27, 5:30-8:00.  Classes will be available for ages:  

preschool through the fifth grade.  Our middle schoolers 

and High School teenagers are encouraged to share their 

involvement by being helpers and teacher assistances.  

Adults within the congregation are invited to participate by 

sharing their time and snacks.   

 

Vacation Bible School will be a great week for our entire 

congregation to “sit at the feet of Jesus” and grow in our 

understanding of the faith.  It will be an opportunity for 

single people, adults, children, families, visitors and 

members alike to share the study of God’s Word and the 

fellowship of God’s people.  Some will teach, some will 

study, some will sing, some will lead recreation, some will 

direct crafts, some will provide snacks; but all of us in our 

involvement will grow in the faith that hold us together as a 

Christian congregation. 

 
Let us sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to him teach. 

 

 
4th Annual Car Show 
Get Revved Up! 
by Gary Golnek 

Grace Lutheran Church 4th Annual Car Show is in the 

planning stages by the Outreach Committee for 2018. The 

date is set for Sunday 29th of July. Same as last year the car 

show will begin 9 AM to include a 10 AM church service 

under the tent followed by a luncheon in the fellowship 

hall. Watch for more details in the July Grace Gram. 
 

 
 
 

Come Hear the Bells & Chimes 
Ring 

by Kim Domke 

Ringing at Thornapple Manor 

Tuesday, May 29, 2019 

Sugarbush Livingroom  6:15pm 

Please join the handbell choirs at Thornapple Manor as they 

share a selection of songs from the year with the residents 

and staff.  Bell, chimes, and Boom-whackers will fill the 

evening with joy and cheer as we praise God! This is a 

wonderful way to minister to our community as there will 

be a time to visit after the concert. 

 

 
Barry County Relay for Life 
Save the Date 
by Kim Domke 

Date:  Saturday, August 4th, 2018 

Location:  Tyden Park in Hastings 

Time:  11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m. 

FREE for all to participate. 

Watch for information on survivor & caregiver dinner. 

Talk with Kim Domke (269) 908- 0024 if you would like 

more details on the walk 

 
Grace’s Annual Meeting 
by Stewardship 

This year’s annual meeting has been scheduled for July 15th 

and will be held between services.  It is important that as 

many members as possible attend to approve next fiscal 

year’s budget. 
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Same Five Questions – One More 
Face 
by Jenn Rosenberger 

KIM DOMKE 

Age:54 

Favorite Color:  Sky Blue and Spring 

Grass Green 

People or animals:  People 

Biggest Fear:  getting stuck in a small/tight place…like a 

sleeping bag head first! 

Weird Fact about yourself: I have ridden on a dolphin, but 

would still like to sit upon an elephant and a camel 

Why do you want to go to Houston?  I love to see first-hand 

how God changes lives through service to others. The 

ELCA National Gathering is a long week of hot, hard work, 

but the rewards last a life time, both for those who receive 

and those who serve.  The nightly worship services, with 

fantastic music and inspiring speakers, are the highlight of 

long days of service and learning.  The Gathering 

experience reminds me of the Amy Grant song Mountain 

Top.   

And I'd love to live on a mountain top 

Fellowshipping with the Lord 

I'd love to stand on a mountain top 

'Cause I love to feel my spirit soar 

 

But I've got to come down from that mountain top 

To the people in the valley below 

Or they'll never know that they can go 

To the mountain of the Lord 

 

I am grateful to the Grace Family, for supporting all 11 

of us traveling to Houston in June.  I hope to live out some 

Mountain Top experiences, and to share those with Grace 

when we return.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Endowment Fund Report 

by Margaret Wood 

This year the Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) had income 

earned in the amount of $2870.76. The MEF committee 

met and determined to distribute the income earned as 

follows: $700.00 to the GLC Outreach Committee to assist 

with their commitment to Family Promise of Barry County 

and $1883.68 to the GLC Youth Group to assist with their 

mission trip this year to Houston, Texas. Additionally, ten 

percent, which was $287.08, of the income earned was 

reinvested in the MEF per policy. 

 
 
Small Group Ministry Survey 

by Derrick Rosenberger 

The small group ministry team asked members of Grace 

what their wishes were for small group ministries within 

the church.  Thank you for all your responses. The 

following suggestions were made: golf, small repairs/lawn 

maintenance, cookies, gardening, book club, 

knitting/quilting/crocheting, running club, handmade cards, 

fix & feast, and visiting shut-ins. 

 

Each of the Small Group team members have split up this 

list of activities and will be contacting members that have 

expressed interest in these different activities. As contact is 

made group contacts will be established to allow others to 

join the activities and to know how the activity will take 

place. 

 

Much of the activity involved with each group will be a 

matter of the members deciding what the activity(ies) 

should look like. We will be contacting you very soon. You 

can always join the activity/group even after it starts. 

 

Again, thank you for your ideas and helping us grow and 

reach out in Grace. 
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Homebound Communion 
Visitation Team 

by Julie Jarvis 

The blessing in Communion is embracing thoughts of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus as he gave his life to save us from 

our sins (ourselves) in asking that one simply trust, which is 

to Believe.  Not too much to ask when forgiveness is placed 

before us by this most unselfish gift of Love. 

 

So, these words thus written describe the honor in forming 

a group of people that feel directed to help take this 

blessing to those people unable to attend church services as 

they would like to.  Thus, this blessing in Sharing of 

Communion will then be taken to them where needed. 

 

We will come to serve you in God’s name, through His 

Grace, not ours. 

 

When all on this chosen path have formed the group 

needed, we will pursue through Pastor Ken’s guidance. 

 

Praise God from whom all Blessings flow. 

 

 
 
A Note of Thanks 

Thank you for your prayers that fuel our ministries and 

provide strength for the people we serve as well as our 

caregivers, for your volunteering that reminds people that 

they are not alone, and for your financial gifts that 

empower us all to do more than we could ever do 

individually.   

 

Thank you for making massive ripples of positive change 

with Samaritas in 2017 by serving people as an expression 

of the love of Christ. 

 

        ~ Samaritas  

 
Thank you to the members of Grace Lutheran Church from 

the North/West Lower Michigan Synod of the ELCA in 

grateful appreciation for giving $14,500.02 for Mission 

Support. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gift of Victoria Alt 

by Pastor Ken 

We have been blessed by the gift of Victoria Alt as our 

Parish Administrator.  As Victoria is retiring at the end of 

the month, we take a moment to say thank you for her 

dedication and hard work.  We are grateful for the 

professionalism she had shown over the years.  We were 

blessed by her stories and her listening ear.  We were 

thankful for her willingness to work through her lunch hour 

at times.  Victoria is a blessing to those who know her.   

 

We will miss her generous spirit, but we are glad that she 

can begin her retirement with her husband Dan.  Victoria 

and Dan purchased a RV and plan to take many road trips 

in the future.  They plan to eventually travel to the west 

coast.  Victoria shared that she is looking forward to a new 

chapter in her life.  We are thankful for the chapter she 

spent with us here at Grace Church. 

 

Please say goodbye in your own way, before May 31, 2018.  

After that date, Victoria will be on the road. 

 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind always be at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 

and rain fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, 

May God hold you.  In the name of the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Love and Relationship 

by Jenn Rosenberger 

Molly is home sick on her birthday. Some may say this is 

sad and a bummer, I selfishly thought it was a blessing that 

I got to spend the day alone with one of them on their 

birthday. Having twins, rarely do I get alone time with one 

of them, let alone on their birthday. One of our favorite 

things to do together is bake, this day however she had to 

watch from the couch but we still carried on a conversation 

as I made her brother’s birthday treats. She surprised me 

when she said, “I wish love wasn’t so hard.” I had to pause, 

first in reflection and then in awe at this amazing 11- year- 

old. I am so greatly blessed by her. However, the statement 

got me thinking. 

 

What is love? To me love is an emotion, so love is not hard, 

it is the relationship that follows love that is hard. God calls 

us to be in relationship with people but God also calls us to 

love our neighbors as ourselves. Being a woman sometimes 

loving ourselves can be difficult, self-esteem and every 

other image and article telling us we are not enough… 

loving ourselves seems farfetched so how is it then that we 

can love our neighbor? Now my head was really spinning, 

so was my mixer as I lost sight of what I was doing… I 

opened my heart for a moment, and just sat.  

 

If I cannot love myself as I ought to then am I really loving 

God as I ought to?  

 

Also, if I am not loving myself, then, I am not loving my 

neighbor to the fullest I can. 

 

I simply gave Molly the answer I could best understand at 

the moment, that relationships were hard, love was not 

hard, love in an emotion, love is given freely, it is the 

relationship that is work. But I added, that anything worth 

working for is almost always good, especially marriage. I 

explained that all people are different and though we may 

love them, being in relationship with them either as friends 

or more than that, can be difficult, but as long as we keep 

working at it and keep God in it then it can be really good 

and it is worth the hard parts. She smiled and was very 

happy that love was not hard. Life seemed simpler to her 

then. 

 

For me, I have more looking and praying: 

James 1:5  (NIRV) 

 
5 If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He 

will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone and 

doesn’t find fault. 

. 

 
 

Summer Worship Schedule 

by Wendy Kimble 

Our schedule for worship services will continue on the 

winter schedule throughout the year.  Times for services are 

8:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 

6-3  Gwen Hansen 

6-6  Opal Gillions, Beulah Benedict 

6-10  Beverly McManaway 

6-12  Jack Barnaart 

6-14  Vickey Argo, Hope Peck 

Emmalee Peck 

6-20  Tom Drumm 

6-24  Tom Duits 

6-30  Diana Brown 

 

June Anniversaries 
 

6-6  Lyle & Joyce Proksch 

6-7  Michael & Charlotte Anton 

6-10 Pastor Mike Kemper/Jane Secor 

Dan & Melissa Patton 

6-11  Dick & Linda Melcher 

6-17  Ed & Kim Domke 

Phil & Amy Poholski 

6-23  Russ & Linda Trongo 

6-24  Steve & Traci Wales 

6-26  Jack & Carol Vos 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

Sundays @ 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

 

Lent & Advent – Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Children’s Church 

1st Sunday after Labor Day – May 

@ 10:45 AM 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Committee: 

President: Chris Bush 

Vice President: Margaret Wood 

Secretary: Kate Watson 

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin 

Church Council Members/Liasons 

Derrick Rosenberger – Small Group Ministry 

Sheryl Gorden/Jan Schreiner – Congregational Care 

Phil Poholski – Property Committee 

Gary Golnek – Community Outreach 

Diane Neeb – Social Activities 

Dave Neeb – Stewardship 

Gwen Hansen – Children/Youth Ministry 

Jan Schreiner – Worship Committee 

 

 

239 E. North St. 
Hastings, MI 49058 

Website: 
www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: 
Grace Lutheran Church- 

ELCA Hastings, MI 

Phone: 
269-945-9414 
269-945-2645 

Our Ministers: 

Ken Scheck II 
Minister of Word and Sacrament 
pastorken@grace-hastings.org 

 
Cindy Olson, Minister of Music 

 

Worship Committee: 

gracelutheranworshipcommittee
@gmail.com 

 

 

Our Staff: 

Victoria Alt, Parish Administrator 

Mon – Thurs     8 AM - 3PM 

ParishAdmin@grace-hastings.org 

Kim Domke, Bell Choir Director 

Nathan Freedlund, Custodian 
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