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Widening the Circle 

When Jesus first announced a message of good news for the oppressed, the people of his 

hometown were thrilled. They had suffered and struggled together for a long time. The stirring 

words of Jesus’ powerful sermon stoked their hope, and by its end the people were amazed and 

singing his praises. Yet, Jesus’ message was not finished. He continued to widen the scope of 

God’s mercy beyond those gathered with him in Nazareth. God’s kingdom, he said, even 

included groups that Jesus’ hearers considered their enemies. Sometimes those outsiders had been 

even more appreciative of God’s grace than God’s own people had! With that, the cheers of the 

crowd turned to angry shouts and Jesus found his very life threatened. 

Congregations and ministries often contain groups who have spent many years together, sharing 

the work of ministry and building deep relationships with one another. To belong to such a 

community is a tremendous blessing that many people have never experienced. But such 

communities must also guard against the temptation to hear God’s words of abundant grace as a 

private message just for them. The gospel revealed in Jesus Christ always pushes us to see a 

wider circle, in which outsiders are just as much the focus of God’s loving attention and where 

even those who are most unlike us have things to teach us about God’s grace. 

As you gather for worship today, is anyone new in your assembly? Who might feel the most like 

an outsider? What groups and people in your wider community are not present with you today? 

As you listen to the many words of grace and love in today’s service, be intentional about 

pondering how these messages apply to people beyond your normal circles. As you are sent back 

out into your community, notice others around you, especially those who seem unlikely to gather 

with you for worship. Pray for heightened awareness of outsiders and watch for opportunities to 

learn about God’s love from them. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 3, 2019 

The season of Epiphany begins January 6th (the 12th day after Christmas) and marks the revelation of the 

baby Jesus as the Son of God.  The Epiphany season, therefore, celebrates the spread of the Good News 

from its source in the Jewish community to all nations on earth.  The color is green, for growth, as 

Scripture texts explore the mission of the church in the world. 

 

 

 
 

Pre- Service Music  

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Gathering Hymn      Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty   ELW 413 (red book)  

 

Greeting 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise      Light Dawns on a Weary World       ELW 726  

          

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; 

C That we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.   
Sit 

 

First Reading                   Jeremiah 1:4-10 

God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb. Jeremiah’s task is to 

preach God’s word in the midst of the difficult political realities of his time, before the 

Babylonian exile. He is to make God known not only to Judah, but also to the nations. 

 
L A reading from Jeremiah:  

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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4Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, 

and before you were born, I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7But the 

LORD said to me,  

 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak 

whatever I command you.  8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the 

LORD.” 

 
9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, “Now I have 

put my words in your mouth.  10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to 

pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 

 

 

 

Psalm 71:1-6 
1In you, O LORD, have I | taken refuge; 

  let me never be | put to shame. 

 2In your righteousness, deliver me and | set me free; 

  incline your ear to | me and save me. 

 3Be my strong rock, a castle to | keep me safe; 

  you are my crag | and my stronghold. 

 4Deliver me, my God, from the hand | of the wicked, 

  from the clutches of the evildoer and | the oppressor. R 

 5For you are my hope, | O Lord GOD, 

  my confidence since | I was young. 

 6I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you have |  

         been my strength; 

  my praise shall be al- | ways of you 

 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R 
 

 



 4SAE-5  

Second Reading                1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that God gives 

us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind of love 

that God showed us in Jesus Christ. 

 

A A reading from 1 Corinthians: 
1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 

and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give 

away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I 

gain nothing 

  4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not 

insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices 

in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

  8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only 

in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I 

spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an 

end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I 

know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, 

and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 

Arise in body or spirit 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation   Be Thou My Vision          ELW 793 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

Thou my best thought both by day and by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

 

 

Gospel Reading                     Luke 4:21-30 

People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed. 

Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes 

beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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21Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 

came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless you 

will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 

hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell 

you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many 

widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 

and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a 

widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 

Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in 

the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 

brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he 

passed through the midst of them and went on his way.     

C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

Children’s Time 

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon 

are welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their 

child during the children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is 

offered. 

 

Message                Pastor Ebb-Speese 
Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Song of the Day      I, the Lord of the Sea and Sky   WOV 752 (blue book) 
 

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

Prayers   

A  United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 

 

A   We pray for the church. Inspire us by your Spirit as we respond to your call. When we are 

reluctant, strengthen us; when we are doubtful, encourage us. Above all, let your love shine 

through us.  Open our hearts to hear your word of life and respond in lives of service 

including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our 

synod companion churches, St. John’s Lutheran Church of Baroda, St. Rose of Lima Catholic 

Church in Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  
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A   Radiant God,  

C  let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  For the earth. For mountains and prairies, cities and farms, rain forests and deserts. Awaken us 

to the mystery and diversity of your creation. Nurture all living things and protect your creation 

from harm. 
A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  For the nations. Kindle within us a spirit of respect for one another. Protect those fleeing their 

homes to escape danger or oppression. Bring peace to communities torn apart by warfare and 

violence.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military: Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker 

Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin 

and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brody Rudesill (Hansen), and Kayla and Lance Champaco 

(Pohls).     
A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  For those in need. Protect those who suffer abuse and encourage those who lack hope. Guide 

all who provide medical care. Comfort those who grieve and bring healing to the sick, including  

Lyn Mulnix, Kathy (Victoria S. sister), Karl Golnek, Nikki Haddix, Delmer Hansen, Mary Jane 

Hayner, Elsie Merrow, Kim Ogden, Kailie Triick, George Ulrich Jr., and Sue Walker. 

A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 
A  For this assembly. Bless our children and our elders. Gather us into a community guided by 

your love. Inspire in us a spirit of hospitality and kindness. Teach us to bear one another’s 

burdens with compassion. 
 Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  We give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith, and who now see you face-to-face 

(especially Ansgar). Inspire us by their example and bring us into your everlasting presence.  

Wipe away all tears and bring us with them into the joy of the resurrection. 

A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

P   Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

Sit 
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Offering of Gifts and Music  

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Offering Song      

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

C You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 
Arise in body or spirit 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 

of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

 
P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

C Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes 

and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
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P   Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

C We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his 

coming.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  Let your Word take flesh 

in us.  Awaken your people. 

C  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P  We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light 

and life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 Sit 
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   Blessed Assurance         WOV 699 

   We Come to the Hungry Feast      WOV 766 

   I Received the Living God       WOV 700 

 

 

 Sending of Communion 

A Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 

receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body 

and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen. 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 

C   You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we  

tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. Amen. 

 

Congregational Mission Minutes 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Blessing 

P   The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and 

the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song   You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore     ELW 817 
        

Dismissal  

 

A  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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New Member Class will begin on Sunday, 10 March 2019.  This class will study Luther’s Small 

Catechism.  This class will take place during the Adult Forum hour.  All members are welcome to 

attend, as it is always good for us to remind ourselves of God’s grace revealed through the gift of 

Holy Communion, Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Apostles’ Creed and other 

materials.  If you are interested in joining the body of Christ here at Grace, please contact Pastor 

Ken.  The class will meet each week until April 7th. 
   

Mutual Ministry is here for you. If there is a ministry concern, please contact Carl 

Schoessel.  Carl is our member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this 

week and can be reached by a phone call or a text message at 269.838.8407.  
 

Email Prayer Chain: The Congregational Care Committee has started an email prayer 

chain.  Participants would be notified by email and would commit to praying for those in 

need as requests are received.  If interested in being a part of this prayer chain, please 

contact Jane Secor at secorje@gmail.com. 
 

Carpet We are thankful to all who have contributed to the Carpet Fund.  We started with a 

$29,984.00 debt.  Contributions have totaled $27,361.12.  We only have a $2,623.88 debt 

remaining.  Thank you for your partnership in reducing the debt we have on the carpet.  You are a 

gift to us all.  
 

Mark your calendar for Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019. 
 

Praising God with Puppets.  If you are interested in renewing our puppet ministry, please 

contact Chris Bush. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:secorje@gmail.com
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am        10:45 am             

Assisting Minister        Chris Bush     Vickey Argo 

Cantor Mark Anton Vickey Argo 

Lector Chris Bush Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Lance Ogden 

Usher Tom/Cheryl Drumm Joe Longcor/Gwen Hansen 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom/Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright/Jeanette Markwart 

Children’s Church  Kim / Lydia Markwart 

Table Guild Vickey Argo & Jane Secor  

Bread Maker  Gwen Hansen 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, February 10, 2019 

                                            8:00 am        10:45 am               

Assisting Minister Hope Peck Mark Anton 

Cantor Pastor Ken Mark Anton 

Lector Emma Peck Carol Morgan 

Communion Server Jana Bishop Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer Volunteer 

Usher Mark / Jana Bishop Doug / Diane Neeb 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark / Jana Bishop Volunteer 

Children’s Church  Doug  / Diane Neeb 

Table Guild Vickey Argo & Jane Secor  

Bread Maker  Gwen Hansen 

 

 

Week at a Glance 
 

Sunday, February 3    Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

         Soup-er Bowl luncheon 12:15 

Monday, February 4    Social Activities 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, February 5    Executive Mtg 6 pm 

Wednesday, February 6   Mutual Ministry Mtg. 6 pm 

Thursday, February 7    Clapper Kids at 3:45 pm 

         Grace Notes at 5:45 pm 

Saturday, February 9    Movie Night 6:30 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 78 Weekly Giving:  $4,446.57 Budget Amount:  $4,576.53 
 

Welcome!  The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected.  God 

uses our lips to declare the glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be.  God 

uses our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it.  God uses Jesus of 

Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God 

chooses.  Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed. 

 

We welcome Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese as she leads worship and our adult forum today.  

We are pleased to be a partner congregation with Zion Lutheran Church, Woodland where 

Pastor Ebb-Speese is called.  Today Pastor Ken is preaching at Zion.  We are thankful for 

our partnership in sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America. 

   

Adult Forum will meet today at 9:30. Today our study will focus on the ministry of 

Samaritas.  Come and learn about one of our ELCA ministries here in Michigan.  Next 

week we will study Parables and Questions. 

 
Souper-Bowl Sunday – February 3rd :  The Outreach Committee is again sponsoring a Souper-

Bowl lunch on February 3rd following the 10:45 service.  See the display table in the Gathering 

Area to vote for you favorite team and see information about the ELCA World Hunger Campaign 

that this event will support.  Make a contribution in the jar of your favorite team playing in the 

Super Bowl this year or in the “I don’t care who wins” jar.  A variety of soups, breads, salad and 

desserts will be provided. 

 

Social Activities Mtg. on Monday at 6:30 pm 

 

Executive Mtg on Tuesday at 6 pm 

 

Mutual Ministry Mtg on Wednesday at 6 pm. 

 

Movie Night!  On Saturday, February 9th, your Social Activities Committee will be hosting a Pizza 

& Movie Night at Grace.  We will be viewing The Shack, with discussion to follow.  The Shack is 

rated PG-13, so we will be offering a second movie for the younger people to watch at the same 

time in another area (Nanny McPhee).  Pizza will be served at 6:30 p.m., movies at 7 p.m., and 

discussion immediately following The Shack.  There will be a sign-up sheet posted in The 

Gathering Space; please sign up so we know how many people will be attending.  Also, be sure to 

let us know if you will need a ride. 

 


