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The Good Life 

What does a good life look like, and how does one achieve it? That question has been 

asked by everyone from average people to the greatest philosophers for as long as 

humans have been around. Adults share their answers with children through moral tales. 

Advertisers promise it to consumers through carefully calculated stories and pictures. In 

both cases, the “blessings” of the right choice are contrasted with the “woes” of the 

wrong. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus speaks his own series of blessings and woes that paint a 

counterintuitive picture of the good life. He stands among a crowd of people who have 

come to him to be healed of diseases and unclean spirits. People of Jesus’ time blamed 

ailments on individuals’ own poor choices and sins. But as Jesus looks around at the 

crowd, he calls them blessed: the poor, the hungry, the weeping, the hated, the reviled, 

and the defamed. They are blessed because their poverty, hunger, grief, and pain have 

brought them to Christ, through whom God’s power goes out to heal all people. 

It can be easy to paint a version of the good life, or even the “good church,” based on 

worldly visions of prosperity, success, and righteousness. But the goodness of the church 

comes from the one who stands at its center: Jesus Christ. As we come together to 

worship, our Lord draws around himself a crowd with ailments, wounds, and worries, 

many of which the world has taught us to cover up and hide. But together we listen to 

Christ’s words of grace and receive his body and blood at the table. What does the good 

life look like? Broken people being healed together in the presence of Christ. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 17, 2019 

The season of Epiphany begins January 6th (the 12th day after Christmas) and marks the revelation of the 

baby Jesus as the Son of God.  The Epiphany season, therefore, celebrates the spread of the Good News 

from its source in the Jewish community to all nations on earth.  The color is green, for growth, as 

Scripture texts explore the mission of the church in the world. 

 

 

 
 

Pre- Service Music  

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Gathering Hymn       Great is Thy Faithfulness     ELW 733 (red book) 

 

Greeting 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise        Drawn to the Light        ELW 593 

          

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray … Living God, in Christ you make all things new. 

C Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of 

our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.   
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                   Jeremiah 17:5-10 

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings (17:5-11) that 

contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in 

our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death. 

 
L A reading from Jeremiah:  
5Thus says the LORD:  Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their 

strength, whose hearts turn away from the LORD.  6They shall be like a shrub in the desert and 

shall not see when relief comes.  They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an 

uninhabited salt land. 
7Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.  8They shall be like a tree 

planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream.  It shall not fear when heat comes, and its 

leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
9The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it?  10I the LORD test the 

mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their 

doings. 

L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 1 
        1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R  

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do 

        not wither; everything they | do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so | with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 

 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 
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  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R  

  
Second Reading                1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been 

raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death. 

 

A A reading from 1 Corinthians: 
12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 

resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 
14and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been 

in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 

Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not 

raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 

are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only 

we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.  
L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Gospel Acclamation   

 
 

Gospel Reading                     Luke 6:17-26 

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and 

demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is 

truly blessed in the eyes of God. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 17 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 

disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and 

Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were 
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troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for 

power came out from him and healed all of them.  20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  21“Blessed are you who are 

hungry now, for you will be filled.  “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  
22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you 

on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is 

great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.  24“But woe to you who are 

rich, for you have received your consolation.  25“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be 

hungry.  “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.   26“Woe to you when 

all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”    

C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

Children’s Time 

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon 

are welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their 

child during the children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is 

offered. 

 

 

Message                 
Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Song of the Day      Blest Are They       ELW 728 (red book) 
 

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

Prayers   

A  United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 

 

A   We pray for the church. Raise up faithful leaders to proclaim the gospel. Guide us in the ways 

of love. Empower us in ministry and service, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, St. Peter  

Lutheran Church of Battle Creek, United Methodist Church of Nashville; Minister of Music 

Cindy and Pastor Ken.  
A   Radiant God,  

C  let your light shine upon us. 
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A  For the earth. Bless deserts and canyons, farmlands and vineyards. Bring sufficient rainfall to 

lands parched by drought, and restore places scorched by wildfire. Protect fragile environments 

from harm. 
A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  For the nations. Grant wisdom to our elected leaders for the sake of the common good. Give 

courage to those who suffer persecution. Give patience and perseverance to those who work 

to bring an end to injustice.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military including: 

Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford 

(Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brady Rudesill 

(Hansen), and Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls).     
A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  For those in need. For those who do not have enough food; for those who lack money; for those 

who are estranged from their families; for those who worry about many things. Comfort those 

who mourn. Heal and strengthen those who are sick, including Kay Corrigan, Jennifer 

Anderson, Buck, Lyn Mulnix, Kathy (Victoria S. sister), Karl Golnek, Nikki Haddix, Delmer 

Hansen, Mary Jane Hayner, Doug Hensley, Ed McManaway, Elsie Merrow, Paislee Miller, 

Kim Ogden, Barb Swift, Kailie Triick, George Ulrich Jr., Travis, and Sue Walker. 

A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 
A  For this assembly. For newcomers, visitors, longtime members, and those who are absent from 

us today. Root us deeply in your word and increase our faith. 

 
 Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died and now rest in your presence.  Sustain 

us in hope of the resurrection and bring us into the joy of unending life in you.  

A    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

P   Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

Sit 
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Offering of Gifts and Music  

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Offering Song      
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

C You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 
 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Great Thanksgiving  

 

  

 
P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, almighty and ever living God.  Sharing our life, Christ lived among us 
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to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.  And 

so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 
 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 
P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

C Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes 

and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 
P   Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
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this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming.   
 

 

 

 

 

P  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  Let your Word take flesh 

in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.   
 

 

 
 
 

P  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
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P  We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light 

and life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 Sit 
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Here I Am, Lord         ELW 574 

   O God, My Faithful God       ELW 806 

   O God of Mercy, God of Light      ELW 714 

 

 

 Sending of Communion 

A Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 

receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body 

and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

A   O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 

C   You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we 

  tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. Amen. 

 

Congregational Mission Minutes 

 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Blessing 

P   The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and 

the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song      Canticle of the Turning        ELW 723 
        

Dismissal  

 

A  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C  Thanks be to God.  

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am        10:45 am             

Assisting Minister Randy Teegardin Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos Kate Watson 

Lector Carl Schoessel Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server Brenda Teegardin Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Lexi Watson 

Usher John Burdick/Kay Marsh Ed & Luke Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jack & Carol Vos Deb Wilke 

Children’s Church  Traci & Kalie Wales 

 

Table Guild Vickey Argo & Jane Secor  

Bread Maker  Gwen Hansen 

 

 

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, February 24, 2019 

                                            8:00 am        10:45 am               

Assisting Minister Emma Peck Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos Anna Scheck 

Lector Carol Vos Kristi Winick 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Sandy Mosteller 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer Lance Ogden 

Usher Dave Neeb/Kay Marsh Gary Golnek/ Sandy Mosteller 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Volunteer Doug & Diane Neeb  

Children’s Church  Tom & Cheryl Drumm 

Table Guild Vickey Argo & Jane Secor  

Bread Maker  Gwen Hansen 

 

 

 

 

Week at a Glance 
 

Sunday, February 17    Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

         Worship Committee meets after 2nd service 

Wednesday, February 20   Council at 6 pm.  

Thursday, February 21   Clapper Kids at 3:45 pm 

         Grace Notes at 5:45 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 87 Weekly Giving:  $3247.00 Budget Amount:  $4,576.53 
 

Adult Forum will meet today at 9:30 and the focus will be Parables and Questions.  Next 

week we will study Words of Judgment. 
 

Mark your calendar for Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019. 
 

Praising God with Puppets.  If you are interested in renewing our puppet ministry, please 

contact Chris Bush. 
 

Mutual Ministry is having an opportunity for you to discuss any topic with them on 

March 10, 2019 at 9:30 am.  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Cindy Olson.   

Cindy is our member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and 

can be reached by a phone call or a text message at 517.242.3725.  
 

Pasties… Coming to give you enjoyment.  We will put them together for a pickup on March 23, 

2019.  Sign-up sheet is coming.  I can taste them now. 😉 
 

Want to be added to the email Prayer Chain? Contact Jane Secor secorje@gmail.com. 
 

Carpet We are thankful to all who have contributed to the Carpet Fund.  We started with a 

$29,984.00 debt.  Contributions have totaled $27,361.12.  We only have a $2,498.88 debt 

remaining.  Thank you for your partnership in reducing the debt we have on the carpet.  You are a 

gift to us all.  
 

Spring Cleaning Day here at Grace Lutheran Church is Saturday, March 16. 
 

New Member Class will begin on Sunday, 10 March 2019.  This class will study Luther’s Small 

Catechism and take place during the Adult Forum hour.  All members are welcome to attend, as it 

is good for us to remind ourselves of God’s grace revealed through the gift of Holy Communion, 

Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Apostles’ Creed and other materials.  If you are 

interested in joining the body of Christ here at Grace, please contact Pastor Ken.  The class will 

meet each week until April 7th. 
 

Mark your calendars for the showing of Beauty & The Beast, March 16 at 2:00 pm.  The Social 

Activities committee invites you to sign up for the Hastings High School production of this favorite.  

Cost for tickets are $10.00 for general admission and $5.00 for senior citizens. 

 

Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) committee is meeting in the conference room on Thursday, 

February 21, at 6 pm to determine distribution of income. 

 

mailto:secorje@gmail.com

