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Just Listen 

 

“Peace I leave with you” (John 14:27). If there were no other reason to love Jesus, if 

there were no other reason to want to be near him, if there were no other reason to think 

him divine, this would be enough. 

 

Jesus is going away, and his friends and followers are afraid. They feel lost, adrift. They 

don’t know what they will do without him. They want to keep him near so they can hear 

his voice and feel the touch of his hand. But soon these opportunities will be lost to them. 

Jesus speaks to their troubled hearts and to ours: Peace. So listen. Let all other voices be 

silenced. Turn from everything that distracts you from the voice of Jesus. Listen to one 

word: Peace. 

 

Peace to the troubled places in your heart. Peace to the sadness and sorrow you carry. 

Peace to the anxieties you have about your life and future. Peace to the guilt or shame or 

regrets you bear. 

 

Listen to the voice of the one who has gone all the way down into death and brought back 

nothing but life and grace, love and joy. Listen, for he tells you that the God of all 

creation—the one who formed you—wants this one thing for you: Peace. 

 

You are not condemned. You are not rejected. You are not abandoned. The things you 

fear can and will hurt you, but they will never snatch you from the love that holds you in 

eternal hands. Not now. Not ever. 

 

Jesus goes away, but he comes back to us. His Spirit abides in us, with us, among us. 

Always. He is as real as the person sitting next to you, as physically present as the bread 

and wine of the holy meal, and as warm as the hearts and hands of those soon to greet 

you with the word your heart craves: Peace. 
 

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 26, 2019 

Easter We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead on Easter Sunday and throughout the year. 

It’s because of his death and resurrection that we are assured of forgiveness from our sins, and 

everlasting life with God. The liturgical colors are white, a color of triumph and glory, and gold, 

a color of joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-Service Music    

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions  
Arise in body or spirit 
 

 

 

 

Gathering Music   Morning Has Broken      ELW 556 (red book) 

          
 

 

 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
 
 
 
P The grace and peace of Jesus Christ, who was raised from the dead to bring everlasting hope, 

be with you. 

C And also with you. 
      

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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                                   Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray… Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food 

from your tree of life. 

C Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and 

the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

Sit 
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First Reading                  Acts 16:9-15 

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person 

in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her 

conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi. 
 
L A reading from Acts: 
9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 

cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to 

them.  11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 

Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a 

Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside the 

gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to 

the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 

listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her 

heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she 

urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” 

And she prevailed upon us. 

L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 67: 
       1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 

 2Let your way be known | upon earth, 

  your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 

 5Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 

  let all the | peoples praise you. 

 6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

  God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

 7May God | give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe R 
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Second Reading                Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5  

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. 

Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb 

supplant sun and moon. 
 

L A reading from Revelation: 
10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 

the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

  22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And 

the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is 

the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into 

it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into 

it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who 

practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 

river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves 

of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see 

his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no 

light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

L Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading                  John 5:1-9 

Jesus performs a healing miracle on the Sabbath. In doing so he both reveals divine 

creative power and teaches a richer, deeper meaning for the Sabbath as a healing and 

creative time. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to John. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which 

has five porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5One man 

was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and 

knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 
7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water 

is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” 
8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At once the man was made well, 

and he took up his mat and began to walk.  

  Now that day was a sabbath. 
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the  

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, as He loved so long ago, 

Taking children on His knee, saying, “Let them come to Me.” 

 

 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

Song of the Day      Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus      ELW 802 
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Kneel or sit as able. 

 

Prayer 

A  Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 
A brief silence. 

A   Prevail upon us with your Spirit. Convince us daily that you have called us to proclaim the 

good news of your grace. Let all who love you proclaim your word of life.  Embolden your 

church to take up the cross against the powers of oppression and death, and guide the faith of our 

bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and 

Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches Grace 

Lutheran Church of East Tawas, Faith United Methodist Church of Delton; Minister of Music 

Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God, 

C   and give us new life. 
 
A  Feed us with the bounty of your creation. Bless the earth with enough rain and sunshine for 

the flourishing of orchards, gardens, and fields. Give us thankful hearts as we share the fruit of 

the land with all who hunger.  Hear us, O God, 

C   and give us new life. 
 
A  The leaves of your tree of life are for the healing of the nations. Bring an end to civil war, 

genocide, terrorism, and violence. Overcome divisions of race, politics, and religion. Mend 

relationships across borders and across oceans.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the 

military, including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brady 

Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls).     
A Hear us, O God, 

C   and give us new life. 

A   Our hearts are troubled and afraid. Visit us again with your peace. Comfort those facing 

uncertain futures: those who are unemployed or underemployed, those in difficult relationships, 

those with chronic pain, those waiting for news about their health, and those who are sick, 

including Cameron, the family of Chris Bush, Irene Corr, Joyce Daugherty, Karl Golnek, Grace 

and her hospitalization, Dustin H., Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen, Ruth Kemper, Norma Ludlow, 

Elsie Merrow, Dorothy Neil, Robin Norton, Kim Ogden, Steve Rider, Vickey, George Ulrich, Jr., 

Pat Wagner, and the 2019 Graduates.  Hear us, O God, 

C   and give us new life. 

 
A  We give you thanks for all who have died in service to nation. Inspire us to walk in your light 

and to live for the sake of freedom and justice for your children.  Hear us, O God, 

C   and give us new life. 

 
A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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A  Hear us, O God, 

C   and give us new life. 

 

A  Open the gates of salvation to all who are written in your book of life.  Lead us into the city 

that needs no light of sun or moon, where you will be our light forever.   Hear us, O God, 

C   and give us new life. 

 
P   We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 

help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit  

 

Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

     
Arise in body or spirit 

Offertory       As the Grains of Wheat        ELW 465 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in 

this meal. 

C  Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all 

for your love’s sake.  Amen 
 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of risen Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, 

through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow the way of humble service and love, and so, with the 

church on earth all creation and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn. 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table Prayer  

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through Jesus Christ, who by his death 

on the cross and glorious resurrection broke the bonds of sin and death and gave life to all creation. 

C    By dying on the cross, Jesus has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life. 

 

P    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

C    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 

P     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

C   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  
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P    With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith.  Christ 

has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 
 
 

 

P   Pour your Holy Spirit upon us as we share this meal in the body and blood of our Lord. 

C    Make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast.  Unite us in faith, encourage 

us with hope, inspire us to love, that we may serve as your faithful people until we feast at 

your table in glory. 
 

P   Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we 

await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.  

Amen,  Come Lord Jesus;   Amen,   Come Lord Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P   Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains are scattered on the hillside become one 

bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the 

Bread of life, your Son.    Amen, Come Holy Spirit.  Amen, Come Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P   All glory and honor is yours, O God, now and forever. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
Invitation to Communion 

P   Holy things for holy people. 

C   One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God. 

P   Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

C Thanks be to God. 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who 

come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the 

tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket 

provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Come To the Hungry Feast         ELW 479 

Let Us Break Bread Together         ELW 471 

  For the Bread which You have Broken       ELW 494 

 

 

Sending of Communion 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Additional Verses: 

You break the chains of hatred and fear: 

You are the way of justice and peace: 

You are the way of mercy and love: 

You are the bread of life for us all: 

You pour your Holy Spirit on us: 
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Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the 

body of Christ, broken for us. 

C   Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the wounded world, 

in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, keep 

you from harm, and fill you with courage. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song    Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand       ELW 441 

 

 

 

Dismissal  

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
A   You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am         10:45 am            

Assisting Minister Hope Peck  Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos  Mark Anton 

Lector Emma Peck  Joe Longcor 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner  Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton  Volunteer   

Usher Dave Neeb & Kay Marsh  Gary Golnek & Mark Anton 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Lyle & Joyce Proksch  Doug & Diane Neeb 

Children’s Church ~  Traci Wales 

Table Guild –  Karen Halstead & Jan Schreiner 

Bread Maker –  Deborah Wilke 

 

 Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, June 2, 2019 

                                            8:00 am         10:45 am            

Assisting Minister Chris Bush  Traci Wales 

Cantor Jack Vos  Vickey Argo 

Lector Chris Bush  Kristi Winick 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner  Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer  Lance Ogden 

Usher Tom & Cheryl Drumm  Joe Longcor & Gwen Hansen  

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom & Cheryl Drumm  Eve Wright & Jeanette Markwart 

Children’s Church    

Table Guild –  Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker –  Gwen Hansen 

 

 

 

Week at a Glance 

 

Sunday, May 26   Services at 8:00 am & 10:45 am 

        

Monday, May 27   MEMORIAL DAY – Office Closed 

 

Tuesday, May 28   Summer Office Hours Begin 

 

Thursday, May 30   Bell Choir Concert at Thornapple Manor 6:15 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 108   Weekly Giving:  $3,426.00     Budget Amount:  $4,576.53 
 

Adult Forum meets today at 9:30 in the conference room. Today we study Condemned and 

Crucified.  Next week we study Through Death to Victory. 

 

Bell Concert at Thornapple Manor this Tuesday at 6:15 pm.  Please join Grace Notes and Clapper 

Kids as they lead a time of music and fellowship with residents and staff. 

 

Relay for Life:  June 1st at Tyden Park from 11am to 11 pm.  Come join us for the Walk.  Luminaria 

Bags will be available today at a cost of $10 each.  Cash or checks made out to American Cancer 

Society (memo – Barry RFL) will be accepted.   

 

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Cindy Olson.  Cindy  is our 

member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a 

phone call or a text message at 517.242.3725.  

 

Summer Office Hours will begin on Tuesday, May 28th.  As we did last summer, the office will 

open at 8 am and close at 3 pm, Monday through Thursday.  Lunch closing will be from 12 noon – 

1 pm each day. 

 

Worship Committee Mtg next Sunday following second service. 

 

3rd Annual Grace family picnic and prayer walk!   June 9th after 2nd service at the Poholski 

home. 6810 Highlandview Dr., Middleville.   Bring your favorite lawn chair. Food and drink will 

be provided. If you desire an adult beverage, please bring your own.  The prayer walk through the 

woods is optional. 

 

Please join Tom Peck in a time of fun, food and fellowship as he celebrates Hope and Emma’s 

High School Graduation.  Their Open House will be on Sunday, June 2nd from 1-4pm at the home 

of Mark and Jana Bishop – 1314 Whiskey Run Dr, Hastings MI.  If you need a map, please pick 

one up in the Narthex. 

 

Come join us on Friday night June 28, 2019 as we go see the Whitecaps play the Dayton Dragons 

at Fifth Third Ballpark. We will carpool from the church parking lot at 5:15 p.m. Cost is $21.50 

per person which will include reserved seats behind Homeplate, hotdog and soft drink. Make 

checks payable to BOG and may be given to either Joe Longcor or Jack Vos. 

 

Vacation Bible School is seeking a decorating team.  If you have an eye for designing an African 

scene, maybe you could share your gift with youth and adults through this ministry need. 

 

 

 


