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JUST THE FACTS
The custom of saying "God
bless you" after a sneeze
was begun literally as a
blessing by Pope Gregory
the Great (540-604 AD).
At this time, the Bubonic
Plague was spreading.
When someone sneezed,
they were immediately
blessed ("God bless you!")
in the hope that they
would not subsequently
develop the plague.

In 1631, a publishing
company published a Bible
with the typo “Thou Shalt
Commit Adultery.” Only 9
of these Bibles, known as
the “Sinners’ Bible” exist
today.
Over 100 million Bibles are
sold or given away for free
every year in the world.
The five most influential
religions in the world are
Christianity,
Buddhism,
Islam,
Hinduism,
and
Judaism.
Deadline for inclusion
in the July 2019 GraceGram is June 17, 2019.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

june
GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .
In the middle of their talk and questions, Jesus came up and walked along with them.
Luke 24:15
Oh, we might complain about it. But there is something comforting about the
daily grind and routine of life. The alarm clock goes off at the same time. The boss
expects the same performance. The kids sit next to the same classmates in the same
building listening (or not) to the same teachers. We shop in the same places and eat
the same food and call each other by name and giggle at the same inside jokes we have
been sharing with each other for a long time. We sit in the same pew on Sunday
morning and sing the same hymns and say the same prayers in pretty much the same
order. And out of all this sameness comes a sense of identity and an assurance that
everything is alright because everything (or pretty much everything) is the same.
Death, of course, interrupts that sameness. Death is a frequent enough visitor that we
can work through the difficult challenges that come to us at the time of death. We are,
like it or not, used to building new patterns and pathways around the emptiness that
death brings into our lives.
But life? Ah…that’s a whole different story.
This new life…this resurrected life…of Jesus is something we cannot account for in our
lives. This intrusion of the Divine into the comfort of our daily life is jarring and
challenging. How do we accommodate ONE whose love for us is greater than the
assumed physics of our own existence? How do we worship Christ? How do we
appropriate the patterns of resurrection into our own life?
If we are serious about Jesus Christ, the ONE whom we confess as Savior and
Lord, then the Easter season is a gift…a perfect time for reflection and action on these
questions. Daunting? Perhaps. But there is help along the way…the witness of the
saints over the past two thousand years including the ones gathering weekly in Christ’s
presence around Holy Word and Holy Meal at 249 East High Street. And there is a
mission to share as we go to serve with and learn from the neighbors God is continually
sending us to through ministry
opportunities such as, Green
Street Food Pantry, Family
Promise, Bell Choir, and more.
Perhaps in the life of ministry
we might find something new
in our lives…and in the process
find ourselves in a new routine,
walking alongside with the ONE
who raises us to a new life that
we simply did not expect.
Blessed Easter.

Pastor Ken +

Have a couple of hours on Saturday, June
15 that you can be the hands, feet, and
voice for God?
The Outreach Committee is planning a canvassing of the
neighborhood from 10:00-noon on June 15. We are
looking for friendly people of all ages who can walk to
some of our neighbors to hand out a postcard and give a
personal invite to our Annual Car Show, Neighborhood
Picnic, and VBS.
All of the materials will be printed for you. There will even
be a little "ditty" printed up if you need some help on what
to say.

MEN’S CORNER

FELLOWSHIP AT
THE FISH FRY

We are hoping for 5 or 6 teams of 2 people each to help
reach our neighbors in the two hour time span. Pastor Ken
will give a brief training for door to door visits…. on Sunday,
June 9 at 9:30 in the conference room.
READY to say YES???…please, sign up on the board
NOT SURE YET???...come on June 9 to see what it is all
about before you commit to June 15.

BATTER UP!
“Come join us on Friday night June
28, 2019 as we go see the Whitecaps
play the Dayton Dragons at Fifth
Third Ballpark.
We will carpool from the church
parking lot at 5:15 p.m. Cost is
$21.50 per person which will
include reserved seats behind
Homeplate,
hotdog and soft
drink.
Make
checks payable to
BOG and may be
given to
either
Joe Longcor or
Jack Vos.”

3rd Annual Grace Family Picnic
and Prayer Walk
Join us on Sunday, June 9th after second service at the home of Phil and Amy Poholski. The address is
6810 Highlandview Dr., Middleville.
Food and drink will be provided, so just bring your favorite lawn
chair (and adult beverage if you want). We will have a “prayer walk”
through the woods and yard games as well.
We will also be celebrating four high school graduations:

Congratulations to Hope Peck, Shiann Mollett, Kassie Warner and
Emma Peck!
Please call Deborah Wilke at 269.953.8216 and let her know if you
plan on attending--there will not be a sign-up sheet posted (we are
just looking for a head count).

Items Needed for Hastings Food Pantry
We'll need 64 oz bottles of juice, coffee, corned beef hash, pasta-roni and rice a-roni,
dried potatoes or side dish, Spam, canned vegetables, any kind of soup, Miracle
Whip/ Mayo, ketchup, and canned frosting.

Items Needed for Barry County Cares
Toilet paper, liquid dishwashing soap, laundry soap, diapers and wipes, feminine
pads, deodorant, and tooth care items.

"FILL A BAG FOR SUMMER"
Choose 10 or more items, as you are able,
from the suggestion lists above.
These donations will help the

Hasting Area Food Bank
& Barry County Cares
Please return to
Grace Fellowship area
on or before JUNE 23rd

Off The Shelf
Boys in the Boat
by Daniel James Brown

Out of the depths of the Depression comes a story about beating the odds and finding
hope in the most desperate of times—the account of how nine working-class boys
from the American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true
grit really meant.

Hidden Figures
by Margot Lee Shetterly

The phenomenal true story of the black female mathematicians at NASA whose
calculations helped fuel some of America’s greatest achievements in space and how
were a forgotten part of our history.

PROGRESSIVE DINNER
THANK YOU to those who opened up their homes to host
our Progressive Dinner on May 18th: Kay Howell, Sandy
Mosteller & Mary Rider at Mallard Pond for appetizers;
dinner by Pr. Ken, Laura & Anna Scheck; and desserts at
Barry & Margaret Wood's home. Food was provided by
those attending the event. Thrivent Financial gave us a
grant of $250, which was used to purchase food and paper
products. Everyone had a great time, and many of you
asked us to do this annually, so start thinking if you would
like to be a host at one of the three stations in 2020! Call
Deborah Wilke at 269.953.8216 for more information.

President’s Pondering – Chris Bush
What a beautiful time of the year it is, with
everything growing and greening! Nature’s cycle is
certainly evident in our state, and I am happy to be
done with winter for the next six months or so!
The school cycle is finishing up, and vacations
and sports and band camps are gearing up for a busy
summer. And the end of our church year is not too far
off, culminating in our Annual Meeting in July.
As information is shared about where we have been and where we see ourselves going, I
hope what you see excites you and gears you up for new adventures in your faith walk with your
faith family!

NOTICE TO ALL VOTING MEMBERS:
ANNUAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019 AT 9:30 AM.
DAY OF PENTECOST
Thank you,
everyone, for
the love and
support shown
me as I helped
my mother
during her end
-of-life journey these past couple of months.
The emotional and physical hugs really
helped me through this stressful and sad
time.
Chris Bush

Grace Has Policies!
You may or may not know that Grace has quite a few policies in place, to help us do our
administrative work consistently. Now that the season of open houses and weddings is upon us,
it’s a good time to remind the congregation of a couple of
those policies: “Use of Facilities and Property” (in case you
need to borrow a few tables and chairs for a party or want to
hold a family reunion on the property) and “Getting Married at
Grace.”
Please contact Wendy in the church office if you are
interested in learning more! Note that the Executive Committee and Council review the policies regularly to make sure
they are either up-to-date or removed when no longer used.

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:

Military:

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Dorothy Mayo

Carvath Village, Room 149 B

Vivian Allerding

Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings

Opal Gillons

611 E Woodlawn / Hastings
Mallard Pond Apt 217

Ilene Hilson

770 River Rd / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Mary Rider

611 Woodlawn Ave/Hastings
Mallard Pond, Apt 109

Keith Moffit
Vern Allerding

Woodlawn Meadows
1725 N East St. / Hastings

Elsie Merrow

937 Maple Circle/ Hastings

Nieces / nephews of Burdicks
Alexis Kelmer (New Mexico)
Dylan Kelmer (Germany)
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford
Cody Crawford
Son-in-law of Sandy & Matt Mikolajczyk
Zach Green (US Army—Africa)
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LTJG Joel Taggart (USN, Middle East )

Healthy pregnancy for Lindsay Varkula; baby Freeman due
August 2019 , daughter of Joe and Sharon Varkula.

June Birthdays
Gwen Hansen
Opal Gillons
Beulah Benedict
Deborah Wilke
Jackson Barnaart
Vickey Argo

6/3
6/6
6/6
6/11
6/12
6/14

Emmalee Peck
Hope Peck
Laura Scheck
Tom Drumm
Diana Brown
Susan Barnaart

6/14
6/14
6/19
6/24
6/30
6/30

June Anniversaries
Larry and Linda Maupin
Lyle and Joyce Proksch
Dan and Melissa Patton
Richard and Rosalind Melcher
Jack and Carol Vos

6/1
6/6
6/10
6/11
6/26

Philip and Amy Poholski
Ed and Kimberly Domke
Russel and Linda Trongo
Stephen and Traci Wales

6/17
6/17
6/23
6/24

Youth Mtg 6-7:30 pm

LACS 6 pm

30 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am

25
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

24
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

23 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am

Council Mtg 6 pm

18
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

17
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

11
Pastor to Grand
Rapids

16 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am

Congregation Picnic
at Poholski’s home
after 2nd service

9 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am

10
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Flute Choir 7 pm
Outreach Mtg Noon

26
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

19
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

12
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Girl Scout Mtg
5:30—7 pm

Executive Mtg 6 pm

Social Activities 6:30
pm

Worship Committee
Mtg after 2nd service

5
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

4
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

3
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

27
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

20
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

13
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

6
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

30

29

2 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am

28

27

Thu

Wed

26

Tue

Mon

Sun

June 2019

22

15
Neighborhood
Canvassing
10 am—Noon

8

1 Relay for Life
Tyden Park 11am–
11 pm

Sat

28
29
White Caps Baseball
Game BOG

21

14

7

31

Fri

Grace Lutheran invites you to walk in the Barry County Relay For Life
Date:
Location:

Saturday, June 1, 2019
Tyden Park in Hastings

Time: 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m.
FREE for all to participate….

registration is requested but not required
You may decide to walk 1 hour… 2… 5…. or ALL 12 hours of the event…any amount of involvement will fill you
with HOPE. Registration forms are available on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space.
Special laps you won't want to miss…
6 pm- Survivor Ceremony and dinner and celebration lap
9 pm- Luminaria ~ lighted, silent lap
Luminaria will be offered to decorate as you wish, or have someone decorate for you. Each white bag is $10 and
will be available at Grace until May 30.
Live and Silent Auction Teams are asked to bring (1) live auction item $50 value or more and can provide as
many silent auction items as they would like. Donations will go to their team totals! Let Kim Domke know if you
have items you would like to donate. Items due on Saturday, June 1.

We will be recognizing the following graduates
in our second service on June 9, 2019. Please
come and celebrate with them!

5TH ANNUAL CAR,
TRUCK &
MOTORCYCLE SHOW
at

Grace Lutheran Church
Hope Peck
Shiann Mollett
Kassi Warner
Emma Peck
(all Hastings High School students)

July 28, 2019: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Car Show opens at 9 am (registration at that
time)
Single Outdoor Worship service at 10 am
and lunch from 11:30 to 1:30 pm
Food and beverages provided by Thrivent
Come and enjoy the food, fun, and fellowship
with us!
Public is invited to attend.

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Our Staff:

Vice President: Margaret Wood

Sunday @ 8:00 am

Secretary: Kate Watson

and 10:45 am

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin

Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music

Church Council

Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 9 AM - 4PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Members/Liaisons
Derrick Rosenberger (Small Groups)
Sheryl Gorden (Worship)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)
Jan Schreiner (Congregational Care)
Shayna Gibbons (Children/Youth)
John Burdick (Property)
Carrie Duits (Stewardship)
Bill Freedlund (Social Activities)

Grace Lutheran
Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645
Worship Committee:
gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
10:45 am
1st Sunday after Labor Day
through May @ 10:45 a.m.

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

