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Every Boundary, Every Time 

Luke’s gospel offers us a frightening and beautiful glimpse of the kingdom today. Jesus takes a 

boat across to the other side of the sea, to a land of Gentiles, which is pretty much “the wrong 

side of the tracks” for a Jewish teacher. But Jesus knows that God’s healing love reaches across 

seas, over religious boundaries, and past political divisions. 

The first person Jesus encounters in this foreign land is a man possessed by demons. The man’s 

community has resorted to shackling him for the sake of safety, and his naked and “wild” body 

imprisons him, ostracizing him from all relationships. But these boundaries are not a hindrance 

for God: Jesus shows that God’s freeing love stands with those on the margins, touches the 

untouchable, and reaches in where danger lurks. 

As we gather for worship today, we bring with us all the labels and boundaries that shackle us. 

We know just where we fit and, even more so, where we do not fit. We are tired of carrying our 

demons around, exhausted by the power they have over us and the ways they keep us apart from 

others. God calls us together to confess this captivity and then to watch as our Lord frees a man 

who is captive to demons. We confess that Jesus is Lord and trust in the promise that Christ will 

reach across every boundary, every time, to restore the untouchable, dangerous, and unlovable 

parts of us. 

At the close of worship, someone will invite us to “Go in peace. Share the good news.” Today, 

after receiving forgiveness, a nourishing word, and a meal of healing and strength for the journey, 

let us leave here freed once again from that which imprisons us, joyfully declaring how much 

God has done. 

 

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Second Sunday After Pentecost 

June 23, 2019 

 
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  

 

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The  steadfast  love  of  God,  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  growth  of   

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  O Lord, open our lips, 

C  and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

  

P  Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

C  that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

  

A  Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God, 

C  who gives us life, salvation and resurrection. 

  

 

 
 

Gathering Music   Give Me Jesus          ELW 770 (red book) 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray… O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. 

C In your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything 

that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sit 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                  Isaiah 65:1-9 

The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self absorption is idolatry, and images 

from pagan worship fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the wine, God 

will use Israel’s exile to establish a new community of the faithful. 
 

L A reading from Isaiah: 

 1I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did not seek 

me.  I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not call on my name.  2I held out my hands 

all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own 

devices; 3a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and offering 

incense on bricks; 4who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s 

flesh, with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 5who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come 

near me, for I am too holy for you.”  These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day 

long.  6See, it is written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay into 

their laps 7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the LORD; because they 

offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into their laps full 

payment for their actions.  8Thus says the LORD: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, 

“Do not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake, and not destroy 

them all.  9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 

my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 22:19-28 
19But you, O LORD, be not | far away; 

  O my help, hasten | to my aid. 
20Deliver me | from the sword, 

  my life from the power | of the dog. 
21Save me from the | lion’s mouth! 

  From the horns of wild bulls you have | rescued me. 
22I will declare your name | to my people; 

  in the midst of the assembly | I will praise you. R 
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23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD‘s 

face hid- | den from them; 

  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! R 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations R 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading                  Galatians 3:23-29 

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other believers. 

Those who call themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of 

race, social class, or gender in favor of true unity in Christ. 

 

L A reading from Galatians: 
23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 

revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified 

by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ 

Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 

there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to 

Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation  We Eat the Bread of Teaching       ELW 518 
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Gospel Reading                  Luke 8:26-39 

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners, and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some 

who witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is 

commissioned to give testimony of God’s mercy and power. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 
27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had 

worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down 

before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to 

come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with 

chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 
30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered 

him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 

 

  32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to 

let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and 

entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

  34When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the 

country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they 

found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right 

mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed 

by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes 

asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 
38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him 

away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went 

away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 
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Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Song of the Day      Lord of All Hopefulness       ELW 765 
 

 

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

Prayer 

A   Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 

need. 

 A brief silence. 

A  For all servants of the gospel, for the church throughout the world, and for all who sing the 

praise and glory of God, that through the gift of faith, all declare the wonderful name of Christ. 

Guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including 

Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion 

churches Zion Lutheran Church of Freeland and Vermontville Bible Church, Vermontville; 

Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Gracious God, 

C   We give you our praise. 

 

A  For the well-being of creation, for mountains and lakes, for fields and forests, and for plants 

and animals, that God lift up good stewards to care for the entire earth.  Gracious God, 

C   We give you our praise. 
 
A For the nations and their rulers, for aid workers, and for people in war-torn areas (especially), 

that God raise up leaders and advocates to work for the equality of all.  Protect the lives of those 

who serve in the military, including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  

Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley 

(Burdicks), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance Champaco 

(Pohls).     
A Gracious God, 

C   We give you our praise. 
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A   For all who cry out in need: the hungry and poor, the downtrodden and outcast, the grieving 

and the sick, that all know that God is near and hears their cries including Jenny Anderson, Irene 

Corr, Bonnie Ehredt, Opal Gillons, Wes Gillons, Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Melissa Hallock,  

Delmer Hansen, family of Mary Jane Hayner, Ruth Kemper, Joan Leiwold, Pat Lewis, Norma 

Ludlow,  family of Douglas Matthews, Elsie Merrow, Dorothy Neil, George Ulrich Jr., Pat 

Wagner, Cameron, Lillianna, Lindsey, and Vicky.  Gracious God, 

C   We give you our praise. 

 
A  For teachers preparing for the upcoming school year, for those who are traveling and absent 

from worship, and for those who visit our congregation, that God’s love lead them in their daily 

vocations.  Gracious God, 

C   We give you our praise. 

 
A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
A  For all baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, including those who have died.   

Confident that we belong to you in life and in death, Gracious God, 

C   We give you our praise. 

 
P   Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We 

commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit  

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

     
Arise in body or spirit 
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Offertory       Take My Life That I May Be      ELW 583 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we 

are given to share, and for this bread and wine. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives 

may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

 
P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You Are Holy 
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Table Prayer 

 

P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer. 

C in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were 

whole and well in your praise. 

 

P When sin had scarred the world. 

C you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death. 

C We await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree 

of life. 

 

P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 

C As grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from 

the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

 

P Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Holy God, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P   God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 

C   Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 

Now Behold the Lamb 

 

God Extends An Invitation          ELW 486 

We Come to the Hungry Feast         ELW 479 

  Now We Join in Celebration         ELW 462 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who 

come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the 

tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket 

provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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Sending of Communion 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the 

body of Christ, broken for us. 

C   Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the wounded world, 

in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song    On Our Way Rejoicing          ELW 537 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am         10:45 am            

Assisting Minister Chris Bush  Traci Wales 

Cantor Pastor Ken  Mark Anton 

Lector Carl Schoessel  Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner  Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton  Volunteer 

Usher Dave Neeb & Kay Marsh  Gary Golnek & Mark Anton  

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Lyle & Joyce Proksch  Doug & Diane Neeb 

 

Table Guild –  Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker –  Gwen Hansen 

 

 Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, June 30, 2019 

                                            8:00 am         10:45 am            

Assisting Minister Hope Peck  Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos  Anna Scheck 

Lector Emma Peck  Joe Longcor 

Communion Server Mark Anton  Sandy Mosteller 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer  Lance Ogden 

Usher Mark Anton & Volunteer  Volunteers   

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Volunteers  Bill & Lorraine Freedlund 

 

Table Guild –  Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker –  Gwen Hansen 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 70   Weekly Giving:  $3,201.00     Budget Amount:  $4,576.53 
 

Food For The Poor does much more than feed millions of individuals.  We drill life-giving 

water for those who otherwise wouldn’t have clean drinking water; we provide life-saving 

medical care; we build homes for families without adequate shelter; we provide skills training and 

micro-enterprise opportunities that enable the poor to work; and we give children an education 

that will enable them to break free from the cycle of poverty that has ensnared generations.  More 

than 95% of all donations go directly to programs that help the poor.  Today, Pr. Darrell D. 

Golnitz, ELCA Pastor, will deliver the Message:  "The Strength Of That Food". 

 

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Clyde Watson.  Clyde is our 

member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a 

phone call or a text message at 269.953.4928.  

 

Check your Mailboxes today for the July GraceGram and a postcard detailing Summer Events at 

Grace!  Please pass this postcard on as an invitation to someone that you know! 

 

Youth Committee Mtg on Tuesday from 6 – 7:30 pm.  

 

Safety and Security Committee Mtg this Wednesday evening at 6:15. 

 

Come join us this Friday night June 28, 2019 as we go see the Whitecaps play the Dayton 

Dragons at Fifth Third Ballpark. We will carpool from the church parking lot at 5:15 p.m. Cost is 

$21.50 per person which will include reserved seats behind Homeplate, hotdog and soft drink. 

Make checks payable to BOG and may be given to either Joe Longcor or Jack Vos. 

 

Vacation Bible School is seeking a decorating team.  If you have an eye for designing an African 

scene, maybe you could share your gift with youth and adults through this ministry need. 

 

Brothers of Grace:  The next “Adopt-a-Highway” outing is on Saturday, July 13th.  Please mark 

this on your calendar and meet at the church at 8:00 am.! 

 


