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Undivided Attention
Some of the language in our gospel text today is confusing—even offensive. People tell
Jesus they will follow him anywhere if he’ll just let them take care of one thing first. They
want to say goodbye to family and bury their dead. He responds by saying, “No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). Once
you commit to the mission of God, nothing else takes precedence. The work of the kingdom
is a singular priority.
At first, it sounds harsh. We want to cry, “Those requests are completely reasonable,
Jesus!” But the context matters. Luke has just told us that Jesus “set his face to go to
Jerusalem” (9:51). Jesus’ mission has crystalized. He is headed to the place where love and
hate will clash in a way that will change everything. Nothing can distract or dissuade Jesus
from his mission, and he tells those who would follow him that their resolve needs to match
his. If missing their families can keep them from being fully committed to the work of the
kingdom, when they face the powers in Jerusalem, they will come undone.
We gather here for worship, confessing that the powers of the world regularly undo us, that
we choose to follow leaders who tell us what we want to hear. We seek mercy for being
easily distracted and dissuaded from our baptismal mission of love, service, and working
for justice. And we make these confessions at the foot of the cross on which Christ lived
out his singular mission: to love and save us.
The good news is that we have an example to guide us. We who would quickly choose an
easy path safeguarded against suffering are led by the one whose face is resolutely set
toward service and love. And here in this place the gifts of wine and bread, word and
blessing strengthen us to follow.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

BEFORE WORSHIP
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every
Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and
Community Outreach Committees. Sometimes there are additional questions on the
back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card.
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Third Sunday After Pentecost
June 30, 2019

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.
Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Welcome/Worship Instructions
Arise in body or spirit

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
A O Lord, open our lips,
C and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
P Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
C that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
A Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God,
C who gives us life, salvation and resurrection.

Gathering Music

Will You Come and Follow Me
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ELW 798 (red book)

Prayer of the Day
A Let us Pray… Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with
true freedom.
C Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may
steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Sit

First Reading
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God’s
mountain. There the Lord reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and
commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha.
L A reading from I Kings:

Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place.
19
So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were
twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw
his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my
mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I
done to you?” 21He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them;
using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate.
Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
5

Psalm 16
1
Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
2
All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3
But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
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I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips. R
5
O LORD, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
6
My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.
7
I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
8
I have set the LORD al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. R
9
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.
10
For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
nor let your holy one | see the pit.
11
You will show me the | path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. R
Second Reading

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be what
we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life,
one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.
L A reading from Galatians:
1

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke
of slavery.
13
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14For the whole
law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If,
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
16
Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh
desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication,
impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

We Eat the Bread of Teaching
All 4 stanzas
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Gospel Reading
Luke 9:51-62
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by
pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
51

When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he
sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make
ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When
his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on
to another village.
57
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you
go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let
me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me
first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Children’s Time
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
Silence for reflection
Arise in body or spirit

Song of the Day

On Eagle’s Wings

Kneel or sit as able.
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Prayer
A Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in

need.
A brief silence.
A For all followers of Christ; for the church and its ministers; and for the mission of the gospel,
that all will know the gifts of the Holy Spirit, let us pray. Guide the faith of our bishops and
congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig,
Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches Edgewood Lutheran
Church of Fruitport and Freeport United Brethren Church, Freeport; Minister of Music Cindy
and Pastor Ken. Gracious God,
C We give you our praise.
A For the wilderness and deserts; for the rain forests and tundra; for native lands and farmland;

and for all who tend the land, that God’s mighty work be seen in all creation, let us pray.
Gracious God,
C We give you our praise.
A For those who govern in Canada and the United States; for those responsible for peace among

people and nations; and for those who strive for freedom, that all are guided by Christ’s
commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves. Protect the lives of those who serve in the
military, including Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina
Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brady
Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls).
A Gracious God,
C We give you our praise.
A For refugees in need of protection; for the homeless in need of shelter; for those who work in

the summer’s heat; for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit that God provide compassionate
advocates and skilled medical professionals to aid them, including Jenny Anderson, Irene Corr,
Bonnie Ehredt the Keefer Family, Opal Gillons, Wes Gillons, Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Melissa
Hallock, Delmer Hansen, family of Mary Jane Hayner, family of Ruth Kemper, Joan Leiwold,
Pat Lewis, Norma Ludlow, family of Douglas Matthews, Elsie Merrow, Dorothy Neil, George
Ulrich Jr., Pat Wagner, Cameron, Justin, Lillianna, Lindsey. Shayla, family of Christian Jameson
(baby), and Vicky. Gracious God,
C We give you our praise.
A For those who travel this summer; for those celebrating significant events in their lives; and

for this community of faith, that the love of Christ be present in our joy and pleasure, let us pray.
Gracious God,
C We give you our praise.
A Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the
silence of our hearts.
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Here other intercessions may be offered.
A In thanksgiving for those who now rest in the hope of the resurrection, that with them we

receive assurance that God does not abandon us in any time or place, let us pray. Gracious God,
C We give you our praise.
P

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We
commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
Sit

Offering of Gifts and Music
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every
Sunday morning.
Arise in body or spirit

Offertory

Take My Life That I May Be

ELW 583

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we
are given to share, and for this bread and wine.
C Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Sharing the Peace of God
P
C

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
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Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on
this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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You Are Holy

TSP -11

Table Prayer
P Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer.
C in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, the seas and stars were

whole and well in your praise.
P When sin had scarred the world.
C you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death.
C We await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree

of life.
P Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
C As grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from

the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
P Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Holy God, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
C Amen

Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
P God invites you to this table of bounty. Come, the banquet is ready.
C Thanks be to God.

Communion at Grace
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who
come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus.
 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister.
If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward.
If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the
tray and have it filled by the Worship Assistant. Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket
provided.
 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray.
 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune.
 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher.

Now Behold the Lamb

Bread of Life from Heaven

ELW 474

I Received the Living God

ELW 477

One Bread, One Body

ELW 496
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Sending of Communion
A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share
your word and sacrament with those who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray . . . Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the
body of Christ, broken for us.
C Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the wounded world,
in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mission Minutes
Arise in body or spirit.

Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The
blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen.

Sending Song

Soon and Very Soon

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.
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Week at a Glance
Sunday, June 30

Services at 8:00 am & 10:45 am

Thursday, July 4

INDEPENDENCE DAY – Office Closed

Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.

Today’s Worship Leaders
8:00 am
10:45 am
Hope Peck
Mark Anton
Jack Vos
Anna Scheck
Emma Peck
Joe Longcor
Mark Anton
Sandy Mosteller
Volunteer
Lance Ogden
Mark Anton & Volunteer
Volunteers
Volunteers
Bill & Lorraine Freedlund

Table Guild –
Bread Maker –

Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink
Gwen Hansen

Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Table Guild –
Bread Maker –

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, July 7, 2019
8:00 am
10:45 am
Randy Teegardin
Vickey Argo
Jack Vos
Mark Anton
Carol Vos
Sandy Mosteller
Brenda Teegardin
Laura Scheck
Volunteer
Mark Anton
Tom & Cheryl Drumm
Joe Longcor & Gwen Hansen
Tom & Cheryl Drumm
Eve Wright & Jeanette Markwart
Chris Bush
Cindy Olson
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Stewardship Information
Worshippers last week: 57+ Weekly Giving: $ 1,852.00

Budget Amount: $4,576.53

Breakfast Brunch Today! Join us at 9:15 am for a yummy brunch. We will have muffins, Egg
Casseroles, coffee cake, fruit and a great time of fellowship. The youth are raising funds for the
National Youth Gathering taking place in Minneapolis in 2021. Thanks to all who brought food to
share.
Mutual Ministry: If there is a ministry concern, please contact Carl Schoessel. Carl is our member
of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a phone call
or a text message at 269.838.8407.
Vacation Bible School thanks Anna Scheck for stepping forward to be our primary decorator. We
have Carol Morgan and Angela Pruitt who are helping Anna with decorations after second service
a week from today. If you would like to help them decorate, please feel free to show up next
Sunday.

A BIG Thank You
We thank Joe Longcor and Emma Peck for stepping up to be our leaders for Games, Kim Domke
for teaching Kids Vids and Laura Scheck & Erin Everly for doing the Crafts. We are thankful to
all who are on the kitchen team by either providing a food or serving: Vickey Argo, Cheryl and
Tom Drumm, Bill and Lorraine Freedlund, Shayna Gibbons, Gwen Hansen, Virginia Henion,
Sandy Mostellar, Amy and Phil Poholski, Laura Scheck, Deborah Wilke. Thanks to Chris Bush
and Kate Watson for helping with registration. We thank Kim Markwart, Corrina Palmer and Anna
Scheck for being crew leaders. We are still looking for one or two more crew leaders. THANKS
FOR THE GREAT RESPONSE THAT WE HAVE HAD IN HELPING GRACE
LUTHERAN CHURCH MIINISTER TO YOUNG PEOPLE.
Brothers of Grace: The next “Adopt-a-Highway” outing is on Saturday, July 13th. Please mark
this on your calendar and meet at the church at 8:00 am.!
Executive Mtg Changed: Please meet between services next Sunday, July 7th.
Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on July 21 at 9:30 am between services. Plan
to be here!
5th Annual Car Show / Outdoor Worship / BBQ: Mark your calendars for this one! The car
show will open at 9 am for registration of vehicles, we will worship together under the tent at 10
am, and lunch will be served from 11:30 – 1:30 on the front lawn.
If there is a pastoral emergency, please do not hesitate to call Pastor Ken Scheck at 269-3704632.
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