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Get Ready! 

What does readiness look like? Being ready can mean having your bags packed and your tank full 

of gas so you can leave on vacation. Being ready can mean having jumper cables in the trunk of 

your car in case of a dead battery. Being ready can mean leaving a light on for a family member 

returning home late at night. 

There are many things we do in life to be ready. Sometimes readiness anticipates something good 

happening, and sometimes it anticipates something bad. In today’s reading from Luke 12, Jesus 

compares the coming of the Son of Man to something positive—the expected arrival of the head 

of the household—and to something negative—a thief coming in the night. 

The arrival of the Son of Man will be unexpected. We have to be ready because it could happen 

tomorrow—or years from now. We must be dressed for action, like the Israelites waiting for their 

escape from Egypt, eating their Passover lambs with their shoes on and their staffs in hand. When 

the moment came, they were ready to leave. 

What does readiness look like for Christians awaiting the coming of the Son of Man? It’s 

gathering in community for prayer and praise. It’s eating our sacred meal of communion together 

frequently. It’s making time for God in our daily lives. This is what it means to have our lamps 

lit, to be dressed for action. 

But what if this coming frightens us? What if the very unknowable-ness of the day, the hour, or 

what exactly will happen makes us anxious and afraid? When this coming happens, will it be a 

good thing or a bad thing? Will we even recognize it? Into our uncertainty, into our unknowing-

ness, Jesus speaks these tender words: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). 

 

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

August 11, 2019 

 
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

A  As in one body we have many members, 

C  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

  

P  Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord, 
C  I am there among them. 

  

A  O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  
C  Direct us by the light of that Spirit.  Amen  

  

 
 

Gathering Music   Come, We that Love the Lord    WOV 742 (blue book) 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray…Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. 

C Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever 

you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                  Genesis 15:1-6 
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his 

descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this 

faith he is considered righteous. 

 
L A reading from Genesis: 
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I 

am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you 

give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram 

said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But 

the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 

issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 

stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And 

he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 33:12-22 
 

 12Happy is the nation whose God | is the LORD! 

  Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage! 

 13The LORD looks | down from heaven, 

  and sees all | humankind. 

 14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 

  all who dwell | on the earth. 

 15God fashions | all their hearts 

  and observes | all their deeds. R 

 16A king is not saved by the size | of the army, 
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  nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength. 

 17The horse gives vain | hope for victory; 

  despite its great strength it | cannot save. 

 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O LORD, 

  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 

 19to deliver their | lives from death, 

  and to keep them alive in | time of famine. R 

 20Our innermost being waits for | you, O LORD, 

  our helper | and our shield. 

 21Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 

  for in your holy name we | put our trust. 

 22Let your loving kindness, O LORD, | be upon us, 

  even as we place our | hope in you.  R 

 

 

 

Second Reading                 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope 

and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of 

God. 
 

L A reading from Hebrews: 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by 

faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 

the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 

  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as 

an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in 

the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he 

was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 

promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as 

many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw 

and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for 

people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been 

thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as 

it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be 

called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  

 
Gospel Reading                 Luke 12:32-40 

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing 

life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give 

to others. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 

an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their 

master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he 

comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I 

tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 
38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those 

slaves. 

  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.”  
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

 

 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Song of the Day        Thy Holy Wings       WOV 741 
  

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

 

Prayer 

A  Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of your creation. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

A  Lord God, bless and send your church out from each place of worship to be a light to the 

nations. Wherever we set out in faith, equip us to share our hope in Jesus Christ.  Guide the faith 

of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth 

and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Faith 

Lutheran Church of Grand Rapids,  Hastings Free Methodist Church, Hastings; Minister of 

Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 

A   Bless and protect your creation, raising up stewards and innovators to nourish and sustain 

natural wonders too many to number. Protect bees and butterflies and send sun and rain where 

they are needed. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 
 
A Bless and govern the nations, uniting all humankind in seeking justice and peace. Fashion our 

hearts and guide our deeds in love.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including  

Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford 

(Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi 
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Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and 

Lance Champaco (Pohls).     Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   Bless and comfort those in need, providing shelter to those without homes, food for those 

who hunger, companionship to those who are lonely, and health to the sick, including Karl 

Golnek, Dustin H., Pat Lewis, Hope Peck (boot camp), Dave Neeb, Bri Neeb, Cameron, Vicky, 

Marie, George Ulrich, Jr. and the victims of the mass shootings in Dayton and El Paso.  Be their 

health and their shield.  Hear us, O God.   

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   Bless and sustain those wanting but unable to bear children, those in the adoption process, 

and children longing for parents. Welcome in love those who seek homes in a new community or 

country and give us eyes to see and hearts to respond to the needs of our newest neighbors.  Hear 

us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  Holy One, you formed the church to announce the words of eternal life to the world.  Equip 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which concluded its Churchwide Assembly 

yesterday, to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Gather the church together into one body for 

the sake of our shared mission to tell of the love of God.  Filled with your Word, turn the church 

inside out so that we might live lives that proclaim your freedom and renewal to all the 

world.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
P  All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  
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Arise in body or spirit 

 

Offertory      Let Us Go Now to the Banquet    ELW 523 (red book) 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we 

are given to share, and for this bread and wine. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives 

may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

 
P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 

 

  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
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Table Prayer 

 

P  Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 

     and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 

C We praise you for the gift of your Son, who poured out your Spirit on the disciples of every  

     race and nation. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, Christ’s death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit,  

C we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 

 

P  Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: 

C Anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, with thankful hearts, we may be  

     witnesses to your Son. 

 

P All glory and honor is yours, Holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 

C   Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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O Lamb of God 

 
 

 

Blessed Assurance            WOV 699 

One Bread, One Body           WOV 710 

  Eat this Bread             WOV 709 
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Sending of Communion  (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Be strengthened with the power of God, ☩ the love of Christ, and the help of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.   
C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song    Go, My Children with My Blessing       WOV 721 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Emma Peck Traci Wales 

Cantor Mark Anton Kate Watson 

Lector Jack Vos Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Lexie Watson 

Usher John Burdick & Kay Marsh Joe Longcor & Gwen Hansen   

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jack & Carol Vos John & Mary Kleinbrink 

 

Table Guild –  Chris Bush 

Bread Maker –  Cindy Olson 

 

 Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, August 18, 2019 

       

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Chris Bush Vickey Argo 

Cantor Pastor Ken Vickey Argo 

Lector Chris Bush Joe Longcor 

Communion Server Jana Bishop Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer Lance Ogden 

Usher Mark & Jana Bishop Ed & Luke Domke  

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark & Jana Bishop Bill & Lorraine Freedlund 

 

Table Guild –  Chris Bush 

Bread Maker –  Cindy Olson 

 

 

 

 

Week at a Glance 

 

Sunday, August 11   Worship Services at 8:00 am & 10:45 am 

       Noisy Offering 

 

Monday, August 12  Catechism Class 10 am 

       Outreach Mtg 4:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, August 14  Catechism Class 10 am 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  78    Weekly Giving:  $ 4,938.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93 
 

Noisy Offering will be received today. 
 

Outreach Mtg  tomorrow at 4:30 pm. 
 

Executive Mtg on Monday, August 19th at 6 pm. 
 

Council Mtg on Tuesday, August 20th at 6 pm. 
 

Barry County Food Bank is in need of soup, Hamburger Helper and stuffing mix.  Please consider 

dropping off a few items. 
 

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Clyde Watson.  Clyde is our 

member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a 

phone call or a text message at 269.953.4928. 
 

Adult Forum will meet today and continue our study of generosity and inclusion. 
 

If there is a pastoral emergency, please do not hesitate to call Pastor Ken Scheck at 269-370-

4632.  
 

Catechism Classes are being held August 12th and 14th.  We gather tomorrow to focus on the 

sacraments of the church.  We remember our baptism with a game of Wet Tag and we will make 

communion bread for the congregation to use on a Sunday.  The second class on Wednesday, 

August 14th will focus on the Ten Commandments and some other parts of the Old Testament.  We 

will play Old Testament BINGO and Ten Commandment JEOPARDY.  The classes begin at 10 

am and will include a lunch.    
 

CPR/First Aid Class.  New classes are scheduled for the Monday, August 19th .  CPR and AED 

coverage is from 9 am - 12:30 pm ($60) and First Aid is from 12:15 pm – 4:30 pm ($60  If you are 

interested in attending, please contact Kim Domke at 269.908.0024.  Sign up on information board 

in the Gathering Area. 

 

Ladies Day:  Pearls of Wisdom – Faith United Methodist Church in Delton, Saturday, August 17 

from 9:30 am – 2 pm.  Tickets $10 (includes lunch) – to order tickets until August 13th, call 269-

623-5400. 

 

Mike Hamp is walking 284 miles to bring hope to those battling addiction and struggling for 

mental health.  Join Secure Counseling as we send him off : 220 S Broadway St., Hastings on 

August 18th 1-4 pm.  Free to attend – everyone is welcome!  There will be food, games, giveaways, 

and fun for kids. Please see   @securecounseling’s Facebook Event for additional & updated 

information. 

 


