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Made Free 

Some of us live with chronic pain or disability as part of our daily lives. All of us know that our 

bodies are vulnerable, subject to illness or injury. So, of course, we are interested in the healing 

stories of the Bible. In today’s gospel, Jesus heals a woman who has lived with a disability for 

eighteen years. 

There are times when we wish for a miraculous healing, a sudden change in our physical state. 

The miraculous healing isn’t the real heart of this text, however. When challenged for healing on 

the sabbath, Jesus says, “Ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for 

eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” (Luke 13:16). 

Jesus set her free. He set her free to live, to have a place in society. He set her free by healing her 

body, but her physical transformation was God’s way of granting her freedom. Freedom might 

look like miraculous healing. It might look like a wheelchair or a cane that enables a person to 

move around. It might look like a ramp instead of stairs. It might look like a cochlear implant, or 

a replacement joint. Even small tools like eyeglasses grant us freedom, although we often forget 

they’re even there. 

Have you heard the joke about the person caught in a flood? They wait on their roof for rescue. A 

boat comes by and the pilot says, “Get in!” but the person says, “No, God will save me.” A 

helicopter comes and tries to pick them up, but the person says, “No, God will save me.” The 

floodwaters rise, and they are swept away. When they see God, they say, “God, why didn’t you 

save me?” And God responds, “I sent a boat and a helicopter!” 

Healing comes in different ways. Freedom takes many forms. Salvation may look different than 

we expect. But surely, God will set free all of God’s children. God will save each of us. 

 

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 
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Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

August 25, 2019 

 
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

A  As in one body we have many members, 

C  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

  

P  Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord, 
C  I am there among them. 

  

A  O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  
C  Direct us by the light of that Spirit.  Amen  

  

 
 

Gathering Music    Morning Has Broken     ELW 556 (red book) 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray…O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by 

great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. 

C Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we 

may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sit 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                Isaiah 58:9b-14 
The Lord promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and mercy prevail, the 

ruins will be rebuilt, and light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings. 

 
L A reading from Isaiah: 
9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 

rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.  11The LORD will guide you continually, 

and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 

watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  12Your ancient ruins shall be 

rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of 

the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; if 

you call the sabbath a delight and the holy day of the LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going 

your own ways, serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; 14then you shall take 

delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; I will feed you with 

the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 103:1-8 
 

 1Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 

 2Bless the Lord, | O my soul, 

  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives | all your sins 

  and heals all | your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life | from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;  R 

 5who satisfies your desires | with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 

 6O Lord, you provide | vindication 
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  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 

 7You made known your | ways to Moses 

  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 

 8Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R 

 

 

 

Second Reading                  Hebrews 12:18-29 

Using images of Moses from the Old Testament, the writer presents a striking vision of the new 

covenant of God made possible in Christ. There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in 

Christ into which we are invited. 
 

L A reading from Hebrews: 
18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and 

gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers 

beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20(For they could not endure the order that was 

given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so 

terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22But you have come to Mount 

Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 

gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge 

of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

  25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they 

refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one 

who warns from heaven! 26At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet 

once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” 

indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken 

may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give 

thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our 

God is a consuming fire.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  

 
Gospel Reading                 Luke 13:10-17 

Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged 

by a narrow reading of the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to 

include setting people free from bondage. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just then there appeared 

a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite 

unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are 

set free from your ailment.” 13When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and 

began praising God. 14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the 

sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on 

those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord answered him and said, “You 

hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and 

lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 

bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” 17When he said 

this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful 

things that he was doing.  
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

 

 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Song of the Day        You Are Mine        ELW 581 
  

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

 

Prayer 

A  Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of your creation. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

A  Lord of mercy, we cry to you for help, trusting in your compassion for your whole creation. 

Raise up the baptized to offer Christ’s healing and forgiveness to all in distress.  Guide the faith 

of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth 

and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Trinity 

Lutheran Church of Grand Rapids,  Hickory Corners Bible Church, Hickory Corners; Minister of 

Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 

A   We rejoice in your creation: water that nourishes lands and creatures, gardens and fields with 

a diversity of plants. Bless scientists and artists who show us new ways of understanding the 

complex beauty around us.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 
 
A We seek the kingdom that cannot be shaken. Come to the rescue of those who are displaced 

by war, famine, or other disasters. Bless diplomats, peacekeepers, rescue workers, and all who are 

given aid through their efforts, so that peace and plenty prevail.  Protect the lives of those who 

serve in the military, including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody 
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and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley 

(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart 

(Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls).     Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   You know our needs in this community. Accompany those who visit homebound members, 

the hospitalized, and those who are in prison. Heal the hurts of all bent over with sickness, aging, 

or suffering including  Dan Anderson, Jill Burkhead, Matt Dunnigan, Gary Edwards, Wes 

Gillons  Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen, Newell and Sara, Josh 

Hermenitt, Julie Jarvis, family of Nancy Jefferys,  Pat Lewis, Darlene Martino, Lynnze, Hope 

Peck (boot camp), Dave Neeb, Bri Neeb, Cameron, Vicky Purser, Joanne, Marie, Mary Rider,  

George Ulrich, Jr. and the victims of the mass shootings in Dayton and El Paso..  Hear us, O 

God.   

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   You provide deliverance and justice for all who are oppressed. Free those in bondage to 

substances, gambling, or other forms of addiction. Release victims of human trafficking and bring 

them to safety.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  You raise up witnesses in every generation. As we remember those who have passed into 

your peace before us, comfort us in the sure hope of your Son’s resurrection.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
P  All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit  

 

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

     
Arise in body or spirit 
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Offertory       God Extends an Invitation       ELW 486 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we 

are given to share, and for this bread and wine. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives 

may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

 
P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 

 

  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
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Table Prayer 

 

P  Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 

     and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 

C We praise you for the gift of your Son, who poured out your Spirit on the disciples of every  

     race and nation. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, Christ’s death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit,  

C we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 

 

P  Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: 

C Anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, with thankful hearts, we may be  

     witnesses to your Son. 

 

P All glory and honor is yours, Holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 

C   Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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O Lamb of God 

 
 

 

Here is Bread             ELW 483 

Healer of our Every Ill           ELW 612 

  Taste and See             ELW 493 
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Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Be strengthened with the power of God, ☩ the love of Christ, and the help of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.   
C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song    We Are Marching in the Light of God     ELW 866 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



 ESP -15  

 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Randy Teegardin Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos Anna Scheck 

Lector John Burdick Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Sandy Mosteller 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Volunteer 

Usher Dave Neeb & Kay Marsh Gary Golnek & Sandy Mosteller  

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Lyle & Joyce Proksch Doug & Diane Neeb 

 

Table Guild –  Chris Bush 

Bread Maker –  Catechism Class 

 

 Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, September 1, 2019 

       

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Chris Bush Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector Carol Vos Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Volunteer 

Usher Tom & Cheryl Drumm Joe Longcor/ Gwen Hansen  

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom & Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright / Jeanette Markwart 

 

Table Guild –  Wales family 

Bread Maker –  Laura Scheck 
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Stewardship Information 
Worshippers last week: 88   Weekly Giving:  $ 1,687.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93 

 

God has blessed us in so many ways.  We celebrate that God loves each of us and calls each of us 

by name.  One of the blessings we celebrate today is the First Communion for Liz Markwart. 
 

We praise God with music and thank Jeanette Markwart for sharing her talents with us this 

morning while Cindy Olson is away. 
 

Adult Forum will meet today and will study how our community of faith is transformed by 

compassion. 
 

LACS will practice tomorrow at 6:00 pm. 
 

Safety and Security Meeting is this Wednesday at 6:15 pm. 
 

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Kristi Winick.  Kristi is our 

member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a 

phone call or a text message at 269.953.6638. 
 

Women of Faith will resume monthly meetings on Tuesday, September 17th at Mallard Pond 

(1:30-3 pm). 
 

Mark your Calendar!  September 29th Single Service at 10 am: Outreach Committee is 

organizing a Brunch following the service with proceeds supporting Crop Walk. 
 

Save the Date for Crop Walk 2019!  Sunday, October 13th, Middleville United Methodist Church. 
 

Bell Choir Workshop on Thursday, September 12th from 5:30 – 8 pm.  If you plan to attend or are 

interested, please contact Kim Domke. 
 

Your Social Activities Committee has scheduled a Game Night for Saturday, Sept. 14 at 6:30 

pm to be held in the Gathering Space.  Please bring your favorite board game (or other tabletop 

game), and a snack to share (optional).  Beverages will be provided.  Please sign up on the form 

provided on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space.  If we have over 25 people signed up, we 

will set up in the Fellowship Hall.  FAMILIES WELCOMED!  Direct questions to Deborah Wilke 

at 269.953.8216 (call or text). 
 

Barry County Food Bank is in need of soup (cream of mushroom and cream of celery), 

Hamburger Helper, Stuffing Mix and bottles of juice. 
 

Women’s Restroom Remodel Project:  Our beginning balance was a -$ 5,545.38.  Donations 

made in the amount of $500 have been received thus far.  If you would like to make a donation 

toward this project, please put a notation on the bottom of your check or on your envelope for 

“Women’s Restroom”.    5,545.38 Original Debt for this project 

           500.00 Contributions to date 

        5,045.38 Remaining Debt 


