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The Meaning of Life 

The book of Ecclesiastes in the Hebrew Bible is full of situations the author describes as “vanity” 

and “chasing after wind.” The author is troubled by these situations, which seem unfair or absurd. 

He laments over a wise man who must leave all his possessions to a foolish heir (Eccles 2:21), 

and over a rich man who loses everything on a bad venture (Eccles 5:13-14). The author of 

Ecclesiastes believes that hard work and wisdom should be fairly rewarded but notes that reality 

often turns out differently. 

One might see today’s parable from the Gospel of Luke fitting neatly alongside Ecclesiastes’ 

cynicism. A rich man, blessed by an abundant harvest, tears down his barns to build bigger 

ones—but he dies before he can enjoy the fruit of his labor. This, too, is vanity and a chasing after 

wind! 

But Jesus doesn’t tell this parable as a commentary on the absurdity of human existence. Rather, 

he is teaching an important lesson about what we value. 

All too often, we place trust first in ourselves, thinking we can achieve success and happiness all 

on our own. Or we believe we will be happy if only we get that latest gadget or that new car; we 

put our faith in blind luck, trusting that the harvest will be good, or that the stock market will 

continue to go up. And yet we find ourselves disappointed again and again. 

“One’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions,” Jesus tells us. Wealth and material 

success will not give our lives meaning. Instead, we should be “rich toward God” (Luke 12:21). 

What does this mean? We are “rich toward God” as we build up our relationship with our Creator 

through prayer and studying scripture, through worship and acts of service. Such an endeavor is 

surely not vanity or a chasing after wind. 

 

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

August 4, 2019 

 
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

A  As in one body we have many members, 

C  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

  

P  Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord, 
C  I am there among them. 

  

A  O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  
C  Direct us by the light of that Spirit.  Amen  

  

 
 

Gathering Music     Built on a Rock      ELW 652 (red book) 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray…Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. 

C Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure 

what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading             Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
L A reading from Ecclesiastes: 
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life 

into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find 

enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 

 

 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to search out 

by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human 

beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and 

a chasing after wind. 

 

 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those 

who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be 

master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I 

turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to 

be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do 

mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are 

full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 49:1-12 
 
1Hear this, | all you peoples; 

  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 

 2you of high de- | gree and low, 

  rich and | poor together. 

 3My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 

  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 

 4I will incline my ear | to a proverb 

  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp. R 

 5Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 

  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 
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 6the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 

  and boast of | their great riches? 

 7One can never re- | deem another, 

  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 

 8for the ransom of a life | is so great 

  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 

 9in order to live forev- | er and ever 

  and never | see the grave. 

 10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 

  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 

 11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | 

generation, 

  though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 

 12Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 

  they are like the | beasts that perish. R 

 

 

 

Second Reading                 Colossians 3:1-11 
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes 

in order to put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by 

God’s love in Christ. 

 

L A reading from Colossians: 
1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 

revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

  5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 

disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8But 

now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language 

from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 

practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 

according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, 

circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  

 
Gospel Reading                 Luke 12:13-21 

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying 

the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 

with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he 

said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist 

in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 
18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 

all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 

life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is 

with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

 

 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Song of the Day     Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue    ELW 644 
 

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

A  Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, and 

all of your creation. 

 

 A brief silence. 

 

A  Your people struggle with the weariness and toil of living in a broken world. Work through 

your church to restore justice and mercy and send rest and comfort to all who are bowed down. 

Trusting in God, our abundant provider, let us pray.  Guide the faith of our bishops and 

congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church of Grand Rapids,  Harvest Community Church of Lake Odessa; Minister of Music Cindy 

and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 

A Your creation longs for generous care. Give growth to the fields, strength to farmers, ranchers, 

and laborers who toil in summer’s heat, and wisdom to us to respect earth’s bounty.  Hear us, O 

God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 
 
A Your world reflects your image in billions of unique ways. Touch every life—low and high, 

rich and poor—and sway every heart toward your merciful will.  Protect the lives of those who 
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serve in the military, including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody 

and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley 

(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart 

(Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls).     Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   Your people in this congregation praise you and pray for your almighty help. Comfort those 

who suffer from anxiety, depression, or stress. Provide for those in need, including Bev Brown, 

family of Allison Neeb, Jamie Coplin’s mother(Julie) and grandmother (Ellen), Opal Gillons, 

Wes Gillons, Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Delmer Hansen, Len Howell, Ruth Howell, Tammi James,  

family of Ron Johns, Elsie Merrow, Dorothy Neil family, Rick Palmer, Laura Smith family, 

George Ulrich, Jr., Pat Wagner, Vicky, Cameron, and Cathy Ziegler.  Hear us, O God.   

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   Your communities near and far lack basic resources. Supply work, food, and health care for 

all who are in need. Bring relief to those who are overworked.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Let us pray for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and its members who gather this 

week in its Churchwide Assembly. Inspire the celebration of God's varied works throughout the 

church. Instill your peace in the midst of the work you have called us to and the deliberations that 

will take place. Shape the work of the church according to your will for the whole world.  Hear 

us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A  O God, our beginning and our end, you kept Abraham and Sarah in safety throughout the 

days of their pilgrimage, you led the children of Israel through the midst of the sea, and by a star 

you led the magi to the infant Jesus. Protect and guide us now as we set out to travel. Make the 

ways safe and the homecomings joyful for those traveling to the Churchwide Assembly and bring 

us all at last to our heavenly home, where you dwell in glory with our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

life-giving Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
P  All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit  
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Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

     
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Offertory      Let Us Go Now to the Banquet       ELW 523 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we 

are given to share, and for this bread and wine. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives 

may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

 
P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
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Table Prayer 

 

P  Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 

     and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 

C We praise you for the gift of your Son, who poured out your Spirit on the disciples of every  

     race and nation. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, Christ’s death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit,  

C we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 

 

P  Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: 

C Anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, with thankful hearts, we may be  

     witnesses to your Son. 

 

P All glory and honor is yours, Holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 

C   Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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O Lamb of God 

 
 

 

We Know That Christ is Raised         ELW 449 

Bread Of Life, Our Host and Meal        ELW 464 

  Now We Join in Celebration         ELW 462 
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Sending of Communion (Only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Be strengthened with the power of God, ☩ the love of Christ, and the help of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.   
C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song    In Christ There is No East or West       ELW 650 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Randy Teegardin Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector Carol Vos Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server Brenda Teegardin Diane Neeb 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer Volunteer 

Usher Tom & Cheryl Drumm Doug & Diane Neeb   

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom & Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright & Jeanette Markwart 

 

Table Guild –  Chris Bush 

Bread Maker –  Cindy Olson 

 

 Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, August 11, 2019 

       

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Emma Peck Traci Wales 

Cantor Mark Anton Kate Watson 

Lector Jack Vos Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Lexie Watson 

Usher John Burdick & Kay Marsh Joe Longcor & Gwen Hansen   

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jack & Carol Vos John & Mary Kleinbrink 

 

Table Guild –  Chris Bush 

Bread Maker –  Cindy Olson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week at a Glance 

 

Sunday, August 4   Worship Services at 8:00 am & 10:45 am 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  145    Weekly Giving:  $3,422.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93 
 

Barry County Food Bank is in need of soup, Hamburger Helper and stuffing mix.  Please consider 

dropping off a few items. 
 

Noisy Offering will be received next Sunday, August 11th. 
 

Women’s Restroom Remodel Project:  Our beginning balance was a -$ 5,545.38.  Donations 

made in the amount of $100 have been received thus far.  If you would like to make a donation 

toward this project, please put a notation on the bottom of your check or on your envelope for 

“Women’s Restroom”.     5,545.38 Original Debt for this project 

            100.00 Contributions to date 

         5,445.38 Remaining Debt 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Churchwide Assembly is meeting August 4 – 10, 

2019.  During worship today, we will pray for the Churchwide Assembly and ask God’s Holy Spirit 

to guide our church.  As you may know, Anna Scheck is a voting member.  The assembly is held 

this year in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.   
 

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Julian Kratochvil.  Julian is our 

member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a 

phone call or a text message at 806.336.0661. 
 

Adult Forum will meet today, and  we will continue our study on conformity and transformation.  

We may also begin our study on generosity. 

 

If there is a pastoral emergency, please do not hesitate to call Pastor Ken Scheck at 269-370-

4632.  
 

Catechism Classes are being held August 12th and 14th.  The first class on Monday, August 12th 

will focus on the sacraments of the church.  On that day, we remember our baptism with a game of 

Wet Tag and we will make communion bread for the congregation to use on a Sunday.  The second 

class on Wednesday, August 14th will focus on the Ten Commandments and some other parts of 

the Old Testament.  We will play Old Testament BINGO and Ten Commandment JEOPARDY.  

The classes begin at 10 am and will include a lunch.    
 

CPR/First Aid Class.  A new class is scheduled for the week of August 19th.  If you are interested 

in attending, please contact Kim Domke at 269.908.0024. 
 

Church School resumes after Labor Day on September 8th.  Invite your neighbors’ kids to join 

you for worship. 
 

New Address:  If anyone is wondering where Lois VonSeggern is now, here is her current address: 

 6600 Constitution Blvd, Portage MI  49024 
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