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Strangers No More 

When we look around in worship, we see a gathering of people knitted together as a community 

through Christ. Claimed in baptism, each one of us is a member of a community of faith that 

extends beyond the boundaries of church walls and national borders. Called and empowered 

saints, we each belong. Claimed by Jesus, we are each sent to share the good news. It may be 

easy to recognize this community of faith in our worshiping community. But who else is out 

there? Who are we missing? 

Today we hear the call to look beyond the familiar, to look around the edges of our known 

community and beyond our comfort zones. We are called to deliberately seek out the overlooked. 

We are called to look directly into the eyes that others avoid. Maybe that person is someone you 

would typically avoid because you don’t agree with them politically. Maybe it’s the person next 

to you in worship who attends every week but doesn’t feel like they belong. 

When we live into this call from God, surprises abound! After all, the blessings of living in God’s 

community are discovered in all the varied people who are part of it, not just in our corner of it. 

As God opens our eyes and hearts to those ignored by the world, or to those we would choose to 

avoid, our assumptions are shattered—and the strangers in our midst are recognized as 

angels (Heb. 13:2). 

The Christian community isn’t about us, and it isn’t up to us. In truth, if it depended on us, we 

ourselves would never belong. We were all on the fringe until God reached out to us in baptism, 

joining us to a community that never stops growing. We were all outsiders until Christ died to 

give us life and form us into one body. How could we ever keep that abundant life to ourselves? 

 

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

 

  



 TSP -3  

 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 1, 2019 

 
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

A  As in one body we have many members, 

C  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

  

P  Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord, 
C  I am there among them. 

  

A  O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  
C  Direct us by the light of that Spirit.  Amen  

  

 
 

Gathering Music     Gather Us In      ELW 532 (red book) 
 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray… O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. 

C Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                Proverbs 25:6-7 

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom 

literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s 

reading is about humility. 

 
L A reading from Proverbs: 

 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 

  or stand in the place of the great; 

 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 

  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
.L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 112 
 

 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 

 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. R 

 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

  and their righteousness will | last forever. 

 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 

 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 

 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. R 
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 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 

 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 

 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 

   they will hold up their | head with honor. 

 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 

  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish. R 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading                 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all 

of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ. 
 

L A reading from Hebrews: 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 

some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though 

you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 

tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God 

will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be 

content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6So we can 

say with confidence,  

 “The Lord is my helper; 

  I will not be afraid. 

 What can anyone do to me?” 

  7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 

that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 

are pleasing to God.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading                Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his 

hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to 

mimic God’s gracious hospitality to the poor and the broken. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 

on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

 

  7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When 

you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 

someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited 

both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you 

would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 

place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will 

be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will 

be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
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  12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite 

you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 

you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

 

 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Song of the Day      Let Us Go Now to the Banquet      ELW 523 
  

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

A  Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 

world, and all of God’s creation. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

A  God of peace, we pray for the leaders, teachers, and preachers who fearlessly share your word 

and who reveal you through humble sacrifice. Uphold and sustain all who seek to live in a way 

that is pleasing to you.  Guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of 

your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; 

our synod companion churches, St. John Lutheran Church of Grayling,  Hope Church of the 

Brethren, Freeport; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 
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A   God of generosity, we pray for crops growing ripe in the fields and fruit becoming ready to 

harvest. Grant safety to workers who will gather this bounty and bless the yield to come.  Hear us, 

O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 
 
A God of power, we pray for humility, kindness, and generosity to be instilled in the leaders of 

all nations. Inspire them to become models of servanthood, and to work for worldwide peace and 

prosperity.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including  Zack Green 

(Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and 

Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller 

(McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance 

Champaco (Pohls).     Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   God of love, we pray for all those who are forgotten or pushed aside; for those who are 

suffering from poverty, neglect, physical or emotional trauma; and those who are homeless or are 

without a homeland including  Gary Edwards, Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Delmer Hansen, Larry 

Hansen, Mort Howard, Nancy Jefferies and family, Vicky Purser, Mary Rider, George Ulrich Jr., 

Cameron, Vickey, Marie, JoAnne and Lynnze.  Hear us, O God.   

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
A   God of grace, we pray for students of all ages and disciplines, teachers and professors, 

teaching assistants and aids, substitute teachers, and administrators. Provide safety in travel and in 

the classroom, so that a spirit of learning is fostered for all.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  God of mercy, we remember those you love who now rest from their labors. Grant all your 

beloved saints a place at your eternal banquet table.  Hear us, O God. 

C  Your love is everlasting. 

 
P  Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit  
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Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

     
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Offertory       God Extends an Invitation       ELW 486 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we 

are given to share, and for this bread and wine. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives 

may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

 
P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 

 

  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
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Table Prayer 

 

P  Holy God, Breath of life and Fire of love: with a mighty wind you brought creation into being, 

     and by a pillar of fire you led your people into freedom. 

C We praise you for the gift of your Son, who poured out your Spirit on the disciples of every  

     race and nation. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, Christ’s death, resurrection, and the sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit,  

C we await his coming again to renew the face of the earth. 

 

P  Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal: 

C Anoint us with your gifts of faith, hope, and love, that, with thankful hearts, we may be  

     witnesses to your Son. 

 

P All glory and honor is yours, Holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   God invites you to this table of bounty.  Come, the banquet is ready. 

C   Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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O Lamb of God 

 
 

 

Taste and See             ELW 493 

Yours, Lord is the Glory          ELW 849 

  Let Us Break Bread Together         ELW 471 
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Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Be strengthened with the power of God, ☩ the love of Christ, and the help of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.   
C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song    Light Dawns on a Weary World      ELW 726 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Chris Bush Mark Anton 

Cantor Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector Carol Vos Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server Jan Schreiner Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Volunteer 

Usher Tom & Cheryl Drumm Joe Longcor/ Gwen Hansen  

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Tom & Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright / Jeanette Markwart 

 

Table Guild –  Wales family 

Bread Maker –  Cindy Olson 

 

 Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, September 8, 2019 

       

                                            8:00 am    10:45 am          

Assisting Minister Emma Peck Traci Wales 

Cantor Mark Anton Kate Watson 

Lector Jack Vos Carol Morgan 

Communion Server Volunteer Sandy Mosteller 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Lexie Watson 

Usher John Burkick/ Kay Marsh Mark Anton / Sandy Mosteller 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Jack and Carol Vos John and Mary Kleinbrink 

Children’s Church ~ ~ Doug & Diane Neeb 

Table Guild –  Wales family 

Bread Maker –  Cindy Olson 

 

 

 

Week at a Glance 

 

Sunday, September 1  Worship Services at 8:00 am & 10:45 am 

 

Monday, September 2  LABOR DAY – Office Closed 

 

Tuesday, September 3  Flute Choir 7 pm 
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Stewardship Information 
Worshippers last week:  76    Weekly Giving:  $2,793 .00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93 

 

Emmaline Rose Freeman was born 8/26/19 at 7:37 pm, 6 lbs 9 oz.!  Grandparents are Sharon and 

Joe Varkula.  We welcome Emmaline Rose.  
 

Adult Forum will meet today, and study God’s justice and where it takes us.  Next week we will 

study forgiveness and how it transforms community. 
 

Next week Church School begins during the 10:45 am worship service!  We will also have the 

blessing of the school bags that day at both worship services.  If you forget your backpack or bag, 

Pastor Ken will still invite you to the font to receive a blessing. 
 

Outreach Committee will meet Monday, September 9th at 4:30 pm. 
 

Social Activities Committee will meet Monday, September 9th at 6:30 pm. 
 

Brothers of Grace resume monthly meetings on September 10th at 7 pm. 

 

Women of Faith will resume monthly meetings on Tuesday, September 17th at Mallard Pond 

(1:30-3 pm). 
 

Bell Choir Workshop on Thursday, September 12th from 5:30 – 8 pm., including dinner.  If you 

plan to attend or are interested, please contact Kim Domke. 

 

High School Youth are going kayaking on September 22, 2019 from 1-4 pm at Jordan Lake. Space 

is limited, please RSVP to Ang Pruitt at 810.348.6767. 
 

Mark your Calendar!  September 29th Single Service at 10 am: Outreach Committee is 

organizing a Brunch following the service with proceeds supporting Crop Walk.  A sign-up sheet 

will be posted in the Gathering Space.  Just write in your last name and place an “X” under the 

column for the type of food you wish to bring. 
 

Your Social Activities Committee has scheduled a Game Night for Saturday, Sept. 14 at 6:30 

pm to be held in the Gathering Space.  Please bring your favorite board game (or other tabletop 

game), and a snack to share (optional).  Beverages will be provided.  Please sign up on the form 

provided on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space.  If we have over 25 people signed up, we 

will set up in the Fellowship Hall.  FAMILIES WELCOMED!  Direct questions to Deborah Wilke 

at 269.953.8216 (call or text). 
 

Barry County Food Bank is in need of soup (cream of mushroom & cream of celery), Hamburger 

Helper, bottles of Juice, saltine crackers and stuffing mix.  Please consider dropping off a few items. 
 

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Cindy Olson.  Cindy is our member 

of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a phone call 

or a text message at 517.242.3725. 


