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Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God.
Romans 15:7
This past month members of Westboro Baptist Church, Topeka, Kansas, were
in Columbus, Ohio to protest against St. John United Church of Christ and
“Old Trinity” Lutheran Church for the congregations’ commitment to
welcoming people of all of every background. Known for protesting at the
funerals of gay men as well as at several Jewish institutions, Westboro Baptist
is classified by several organizations as a hate group. At Old Trinity on a
Sunday morning, the handful of protesters were vastly outnumbered by
members and friends of the congregation who showed up to counter
Westboro’s message of hate.
In a sermon preached at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, the Rev. Dr. Cheryl
Peterson reflected on the challenges of being welcoming. Genuine welcome
goes well beyond being friendly to visitors. When we welcome those whom
others reject, we may find ourselves the object of criticism and even hate.
Dr. Peterson’s sermon reminded me of a Thanksgiving sermon I once
preached. The response to “Thank you” in many encounters is no longer
“You’re welcome” but “Thank you!” Responding to “Thank you” with “Thank
you” can turn gratitude into a transaction. You thank me, I thank you back, and
the transaction is concluded. Why do we shy away from saying “You’re
welcome”? I suggest it is because expressing gratitude reminds us of our
dependence on others.
And what happens if we unpack the contraction: not “You’re welcome” but
“You are welcome”? “You are welcome” opens us up, makes us
vulnerable. When I say – and mean – “You are welcome in my home” or “You
are welcome in my life,” how am I called upon to change my behaviors and my
attitudes?

Deadline for the
November GraceGram
is October 17, 2019.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

Jesus Christ welcomed sinners – us! – into his life, at the cost of his life. Jesus
calls us to welcome others as we have been welcomed. How do you live out
“You are welcome”?
Let us welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed you here at Grace
Church!

Pastor Ken +

Off The Shelf ~~
Reading the Bible with Rabbi Jesus :
by Lois Tverberg (Holland, Michigan native)
How a Jewish Perspective Can
Transform Your Understanding
This book unfolds so many valuable truths in the Scriptures that are often ignored or
misunderstood. Lois Tverberg is a trustworthy guide whose insightful discoveries
provide a delightful appetizer to some of the most exciting passages in the Old
Testament. It is a wonderful resource for reading and studying the Bible!

Trunk-or Treat: Thursday, October 31 5:30 – 7:30 PM
We are planning to welcome approximately 300 children and their parents from the
Hastings community at Grace on Halloween night once again this year. We would like to
set up 7 to 9 “treat stations” hosted by our members to hand out candy to the young
ghosts and goblins visiting us that evening. Additionally, we are looking for 4-5
volunteers to help serve popcorn and apple cider, serve as greeters, count attendance
and float around to help as needed.
By the time you read this article a volunteer sign-up sheet will have been posted in the
gathering area. We will also be asking members for donations of bags of candy for
distribution to the children who come through.
This is an especially fun event where we have as
much fun as the kids dressing up in a costume
and enjoying the blessing of giving candy away.
Thank you in advance for the wonderful support
we have always and again expect to receive from
you, our church family.
Outreach Committee

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:

Military:

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Dorothy Mayo

Carvath Village, Room 149 B

Vivian Allerding

Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings

Opal Gillons

611 E Woodlawn / Hastings
Mallard Pond Apt 217

Ilene Hilson

770 River Rd / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Mary Rider

611 Woodlawn Ave/Hastings
Mallard Pond, Apt 109

Keith Moffit
Vern Allerding

Woodlawn Meadows
1725 N East St. / Hastings

Elsie Merrow

937 Maple Circle/ Hastings

We

Nieces / nephews of Burdicks
Alexis Kelmer (New Mexico)
Dylan Kelmer (Germany)
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford
Cody Crawford
Son-in-law of Sandy & Matt Mikolajczyk
Zach Green (US Army—Africa)
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Granddaughter (and husband) of Bev McManaway
Brandon Miller (Marines)
Stevi Kay Miller (Navy)

BARRY COUNTY
FOOD BANK NEEDS:
Chocolate frostings
Cake mixes
Sugar
Soups (not tomato or chicken
noodle), cream of mushroom
or celery, Bottles of Juice,
Stuffing Mix, Hamburger
Helper, Saltine crackers

God changes the seasons and guides history, raises up kings
and brings them down, provides both intelligence and
discernment. Daniel 2:21

Celebrating Our 75th – Plans in the Works!
On Sunday, November 24, we’ll celebrate 75 years of Amazing
Grace! (The “official” anniversary date is October 17th, just
so you know.) There will be a single worship service that day,
followed by a luncheon and “entertainment” (a variety show).
You will be hearing announcements and seeing sign-up sheets
as we move through October and into November. You might
be approached by some of the planning teams to share your
memories of Grace’s early years, to gift the worship service (or
the variety show!) with your special talent, or to prepare one
of your famous dishes for the luncheon. Let the Spirit of joy enter your heart as we celebrate and give
thanks! There may be some old friends joining us that day….

“What a huge harvest!” Jesus said to the disciples. “How few
workers! On our knees we pray for harvest hands!”
Matthew 9:37-38
The Social Activities Committee would like you to join them
at the the Thornapple Players performance of Blithe Spirit
on Sunday, 10/6, at 2 PM.
Blithe Spirit is a Noel Coward comedy about a successful
novelist, Charles Condomine, who wishes to learn about the
occult for a novel he is writing. He arranges for an eccentric
medium to hold a séance at his house. At the séance, she
inadvertently summons Charles's first wife, Elvira, who has
been dead for seven years. The medium leaves the séance
unaware that she has summoned Elvira. Only Charles can see
or hear Elvira, and his second wife, Ruth, does not believe that Elvira exists. The
ghostly Elvira makes continued and increasingly desperate efforts to disrupt
Charles's current marriage.
Tickets are: Adults: $10, Seniors & Students: $8.00 at the door. Meet at church
for carpooling by 1:15 pm on October 6th. Everyone should arrive at the Dennison
PAC by no later than 1:45pm, purchase your tickets, and be seated in our reserved
section. Reserved seats will be released at 1:45 pm so the PAC has an opportunity to
sell more tickets to others.
We also hope you are able to join us at the State Street Diner after the
play. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex. Please sign-up
ASAP, as we need a count to reserve seats. We need a final count by September 29.

President’s Ponderings by Chris Bush
For the next few months, my Ponderings will be on the four focus areas of
Grace’s Strategic Plan, as presented during the annual meeting in July. (We’ll
plan on getting that presentation onto our website; if you’d like a paper copy of
it, let me know.) This month’s article is about strategizing to “Maintain
Financially-Sound Standing.”
Our committees and other ministry teams carefully, and prayerfully, discern their
individual budgets and judiciously use those funds each year. They not only look to the membership’s
regular offerings to support their work but strive to find other means to pay for ministry expenses:
Thrivent grants, special offerings, and fundraisers. I appreciate their attention to the responsible stewardship of the budgetary and non-budgetary monies available for these ministries.

In Pastor Ken’s sermon on September 8, he talked about Christians living responsibly. At first, I misheard
him, thinking he had said “living responsively.” Yet, we are called to do both: responsible stewardship in
response to God’s call to love and serve. While Grace is able to meet its financial obligations and pay the
bills, we typically do not meet our budgetary goals. I encourage the congregation to review weekly
information in the bulletin, and monthly information in the Treasurer’s Report, about our cashflow, and I
ask that you pray for leadership as we continue to wrestle with financial matters, large and small.

Emmaline Rose Freeman was born into the
world on August 26, 2019 to
Lindsey Varkula (6 lbs/9 oz)
Proud grandparents are
Sharon and Joe Varkula.

Prayers for a healthy pregnancy
For Danielle Gorman.
Grandparents are
Mary and John Kleinbrink.

ANNIVERSARIES
Tom & Cheryl Drumm
Grace Lutheran Church (75)
Joe Longcor & Vickey Argo
Gary & Lisa Golnek

10/06
10/17
10/23
10/28

Congratulations
Melissa Patton
Victoria Steadman
Ron Neil
Brenda Teegardin
Matt Mikolajczyk
Ed Domke
Carla Neil
Joyce Daugherty

10/02
10/08
10/09
10/09
10/09
10/10
10/10
10/11

Mary Rider
Joe Varkula
Kristi Winick
Pastor Ken
Julie Jarvis
Connor Wales
Larry Maupin

10/13
10/16
10/16
10/19
10/27
10/27
10/31

Kailyn & Colton Ranguette
who were united in
marriage on
21 September 2019
God Bless them in their life
together.

Pasty Sale will be held on Saturday, November 2nd.



Flour prep work will be on Wednesday, October 30th led by Jan
Schreiner (big thanks to Jan and this team).
Meat cutting will be on Friday, November 1st starting at 5 p.m.
(hope to see the loyal story telling gang again...bring a friend).

The work sheets and sale sheets are up in the coffee area. Sign-up
where/as you are able. We're shooting to sell 400 again this time but
Grace members will get a two-week head start to order before it hits
the paper...so get your order in.
Cost:

$6.00 Unbaked

$7.00 Baked

If you have any questions, please contact Joe Longcor at Grace or leave
a message at 269-623-2348. Thanks for all each of you do to support

Grace's works.

LET US NOT FORGET!

Blessings...Joe

Let mutual love continue.

Hebrews 13:1

Supplying Books for School Students
There are now many community organizations that collect
backpacks and school supplies at the start of school each year. So
our Outreach Committee has been considering some other need
that we might help with that is not being met by others in our
Hastings Community.
We have learned that elementary students are given the opportunity to purchase one
book each month from the Scholastic Books catalog sent to teachers each month. However,
many of the students do not have the opportunity to purchase a book because family finances
are too tight to allow their children to place an order.

For such students-in-need, Scholastic Books will allow a book to be purchased by their
teacher for $1.00. A donation of $10.00 would therefore enable the teacher to purchase one
book a month for the entire school year for such a student. We felt this was an unmet need
that we could easily support. We would like to help our member, Shayna Gibbons, a teacher at
SE Elementary School, with a fund to purchase books for the students-in-need in her
classroom. We understand there are approximately 20 such students.
If you would like to help make a donation to this “Books for Kids” Fund you may do so by
cash or check (payable to Grace Lutheran), placing it in a pew envelope and mark the outside
of the envelope “Books for Kids”. We’ll let you know how we did in the November Grace Gram.

From the Worship Committee
We would like to bring back a way for people to donate
flowers for the sanctuary.
Martin Luther is given credit for this quote..."God writes

the gospel not in the Bible alone, but on trees and flowers and clouds and stars."
If you choose to give thanks to the Lord with an offering
of flowers, you may sign up on the calendar board by the
office.

Please bring in your own flowers….


Do not place them on the altar, but on a stand near the altar. Someone from the altar
guild will move them where they are best suited depending on the décor for the week.



If you would like a line in the bulletin showing who you are remembering or honoring,
or the reason for celebrating a special occasion, please be sure to provide that
information at least one week prior to your date.

L

king for something to do in October?

With your kids, grandkids, or by yourself—these are all activities that provide fun,
learning, and wellness for everyone! This is a great opportunity to talk about our role
as stewards of our environment and the wonders of God’s creation.
1. Take a hike in the woods: Hiking trails abound in Barry and neighboring counties. Close
trails are found in Yankee Springs Recreation Area, state parks in Battle Creek, Ottawa,
Allegan and Muskegon area; the fall colors are beautiful.
2. Go on a bicycle ride: Learn the rules of the road for bikes

ahead of time; find an area

without a lot of traffic for safety and enjoy the scenery.
3. Canoe, kayak or fish:

There are hundreds of lakes and rivers in our state, many in our

own county; learn

how to be safe on the water and what fish are native to that area.

4. Watch for the Hunter’s Moon and constellations on an evening walk: The Algonquin Native
American tribe referred to October’s full moon as the Full Hunter’s Moon because it was time
to go hunting in preparation for winter.
5. Help harvest grapes at a vineyard: Some vineyards along
participate in the harvesting and processing of grapes for

Lake Michigan will allow you to
wine and juices.

6. Rake a neighbor’s lawn, just to be helpful: Many of our neighbors are not able to clear
their lawns of leaves and debris themselves.
7. Carve or decorate pumpkins: You don’t need

training for this—just let your

imagination go and have fun!
8. Visit a cider mill, walk the orchards and learn how to make cider: Apple picking is
something even the very young can help with; make applesauce!
9. Get the garden/yard ready for winter:
plants and their care. You might even

Work together and talk about types of
create a compost area for next year’s fertilizer.

10. Visit the Zoo: Boulder Ridge, John Ball, Binder Park, a local petting zoo, or the
Detroit Zoo. The animals are all still out, but the crowds and the heat are down.
Find out one new fact about each animal you see on your visit.

BE ACTIVE ~ STAY HEALTHY ~ HAVE FUN

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED….
TO STOP HUNGER

Youth Hayride
Youth are invited to

Cornwell’s Turkeyville
October 20th
We will leave
the church at
1:30 pm
(Normal admission cost is $10.00)

It will only be $5.00 per person;
bring spending money for snacks and
souvenirs.


Please consider how you can become involved in the
CropWalk for this year.

We thank Jane Secor and Mike Kemper
for taking our youth on this event.

Prayers for an abundant turnout for walkers of all ages and donations.
Sign up to walk in on Sunday, October 13, 2019 at MIDDLEVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH 111 Church St, Middleville Registration at 1:30…the walk begins at 2:00, with
a celebration event at 3:00, cleaned up and done by 4:00.
Sign up to help with desserts for the celebration event.
Make a donation that will create a difference in stopping hunger here in Barry County and
around the world.
In person or online at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/hastingsmi
Be sure to donate to our team:

Grace Lutheran Hastings

Where do the donations for CROPWalk go?
25% stays in Barry County to help in 5 locations:

Barry County Cares (former Love, Inc.)
First UMC of Hastings Food Pantry
Good Food For Freeport
Maple Valley Community Center of Hope (Nashville)
Middleville UMC Food Bank

75% goes all around the world through an organization called Church World Services.

CROP Hunger Walk helps families find food security, sources for clean water, provides
tools and seeds for farming, and provides small business startup costs so they can become
independent.
What does CROP stand for?
When CROP began in 1947 (under the wing of Church World Service, which was founded in
1946), CROP was an acronym for the Christian Rural Overseas Program. It’s primary mission
was to help Midwest farm families to share their grain with hungry neighbors in post-World
War II Europe and Asia.
Today, the acronym stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty with the same
goal of ending hunger… locally and worldwide.

The Great Lakes Gathering is scheduled from February
7-9, 2020 in Kalamazoo, Michigan. This event brings
together groups of high school youth and young adults
throughout the Great Lakes region for a weekend of
faith, service, and leadership to make an impact in the
world. This event is designed to walk alongside
participants as connect faith and life in ways that unlock their specific gifts and interests, resulting in
participants becoming an agent of change in a hurting world as they experience and learn to share the
radical, transformational, and countercultural love of Christ.
Introducing Faith Tracks
Each activity-based Faith Track will provide an opportunity to connect faith and life around a specific topic
of interest throughout the entire Great Lakes Gathering. Faith Track selections will be made when
registration occurs. These include: Faith & Jesus; Faith & Service; Faith & Worship; Faith & Peer Ministry;
Faith & Justice; and Faith & Science.
Tell us if you are interested - SOON!

Mark your calendars for the third annual
Junior High Youth (grades 6-8) Charge event
held at the Great Wolf Lodge in Traverse City,
Michigan from March 20-22, 2020.
The youth will spend time building their faith
in small groups, congregational time, and
worship. In skill shops the focus will be on
service
opportunities,
leadership
development, and community. This will equip
them to return home ready to make change in
the world in the name of Christ.
Tell us if you are interested - SOON!
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Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush
Vice President: Margaret Wood
Secretary: Shayna Gibbons
Treasurer: Randy Teegardin

Our Staff:
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday @ 8:00 am
and 10:45 am

Church Council

Tom Peck (Small Groups)
George Lietz (Worship)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)

Angela Pruitt (Children/Youth)
John Burdick (Property)
Carrie Duits (Stewardship)
Bill Freedlund (Social Activities)

Grace Lutheran
Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645
Worship Committee:
gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com

Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music
Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 8AM - 3PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Members/Liaisons

Erin Everly (Congregational Care)

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
10:45 am
1st Sunday after Labor Day
through May @ 10:45 a.m.

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

