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Get Lost 
 

 When we lose something important, we stop at nothing to find it. It pervades our thoughts. It 

demands our attention and alters our life schedule. The more time that goes by without it, the 

more we begin to fearfully consider what the future will look like without it—how our lives will 

be affected, and perhaps others’ lives too. 

 Jesus tells two parables today about things that are lost. The owners of both the lost sheep and 

the lost coin stop at nothing to find them. And in the end, the lost ones are found. Unlike our own 

searches for lost items, which sometimes end in disappointment, these parables from Jesus end in 

rejoicing. “Rejoice with me,” say the shepherd and the woman, for they have each found what 

they had lost (Luke 15:6, 9). 

 The lost sheep and the lost coin are both reflective of our own wandering ways. We so easily 

lose ourselves in the temptations of this world and the sinfulness of our human nature. We so 

quickly find hiding places from our shame, from our fears, from our God. We retreat to 

comfortable spaces where we hope God won’t find us, and we peer out from them in hopes that 

God will. 

 We get lost. And yet, God searches for us. God stops at nothing to find us. God rejoices over 

us. In baptism, God finds us—for good. Claimed as Christ’s own, we are never so lost that we 

can’t be found. In holy communion, God finds us—for good. Called out of our wayward 

wandering and forgiven for all we could ever do, we are never so lost that we can’t be found. 

So go ahead, get lost. And be found by God again and again. 

  

 From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 15, 2019 

 
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

Gathering Music    Great is Thy Faithfulness    ELW 733 (red book) 
 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  We come to worship the One who brings us together. 

C  Bind us together in love, Lord God. 
 

 

Hymn of Praise     This is the Feast      ELW Page 140/141   

 
 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Refrain 

          

 
Refrain 

         

 
Refrain 
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Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray… O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all 

those who go astray. 

C Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to 

you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

First Reading                Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s 

reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that 

the Israelites are God’s own people and boldly asks mercy for them. 

 
L A reading from Exodus: 
7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 

of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 

me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 

make a great nation.” 

  11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to 

kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 

fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, 

Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will 

multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will 

give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind 

about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
.L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 51:1-10 
 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me | from my sin. 

 3For I know | my offenses, 

  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 

 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 

 9Hide your face | from my sins, 

  and blot out | all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spir- | it within me. R 

 

Second Reading                  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
The letters to Timothy are called the Pastoral Epistles because they contain advice especially intended for 

leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence 

that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

 

L A reading from 1 Timothy: 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful 

and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a 

man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace 

of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure 

and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 

am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 

Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to 

believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 

honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading                 Luke 15:1-10 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners 

repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that his or her 

recovery brings joy in heaven. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

  3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 

finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together 

her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 
10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
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Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Song of the Day      Lord Jesus, You shall be my Song     ELW 808 
  

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

 

Prayer 

A  Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 

world, and all of God’s creation. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

A  Bless pastors, deacons, and all church leaders in their ministries, so that your gospel is shared 

through their faithful leadership and living.  Guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and 

all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and 

Roseanne; our synod companion churches, St. Paul Lutheran Church of Greenville,  Hope United 

Methodist of Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 

A   Protect and preserve habitats and biospheres, especially in places damaged by natural disaster 

or human alteration. Restore balance to deserts, oceans, polar regions, and temperate areas. Bind 

us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 
 
A Instruct all the world’s people, nations, and governments in ways of justice, mercy, and 

peace. Lead us away from the idols of power, war, self-centeredness, and fear. Protect the lives of 

those who serve in the military, including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil 

(Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and 

Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill 

(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls).     Bind us together, 

O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 
A   Show mercy to the lost, welcome to the outsiders, and comfort to the suffering and dying. We 

pray for all who need your healing and constant presence, including  Vivian Allerding, Vickey 

Argo, Chris Briggs and family, Gary Edwards, Colleen Endsley, Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen, 

Merle Martin, Vicky Purser, Anna Schreiner, family of Kevin Smith, Linda Smith, George Ulrich, 
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Jr., Russell Wilkins, Justin (new job), Kim and Melinda (safe travel), JoAnne, Cameron, Vicky, 

Marie and safe and successful CROP WALK. 

 Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 
A   Strengthen those who work with people in crisis: firefighters, police officers, hospital staff, 

chaplains, nurses, doctors, emergency responders, staff and counselors in rehab centers and 

women’s shelters. Give them wisdom and compassion, so that those in need are well-supported 

and cared for. Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
A  We give thanks for the beloved sheep of your fold who have died and who now find life in 

your eternal glory. Embrace us as we hope and rejoice in your unfailing redemption.   Bind us 

together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 
P  Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit  

 

 

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

     
Arise in body or spirit 
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Offertory       Let the Vineyards      WOV 35 (blue book) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing  

out of it. 

C  Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table. Nourish us now  

with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Sharing the Peace of God 

 
P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
 

 (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
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Table Prayer 

P  Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

C you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 

P  You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with  

manna from heaven. 

C You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, Christ’s life given for us and rising from the grave,  

C we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
 

P  By your Holy Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

C Strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make us the  

body of your Son. 

 
P All glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P   Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place at the feast. 

C   Thanks be to God.  

 

Lamb of God 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling       ELW 608 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross       ELW 803 

  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart         ELW 484 

 

Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of  

Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. 

C   Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have received:  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Be strengthened with the power of God, ☩ the love of Christ, and the help of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.   
C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song    Come, thou Fount of Every Blessing     ELW 807 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 FSP -15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am      10:45 am             

Assisting Minister Chris Bush Vickey Argo 

Cantor Pastor Ken Vickey Argo 

Lector Chris Bush  Jeanette Markwart 

Communion Server Jana Bishop  Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Volunteer Volunteer 

Usher Mark/ Jana Bishop  Ed/ Luke Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr. Mark/ Jana Bishop  Doug Neeb 

Children’s Church ~   Kim / Lydia Markwart 

Table Guild Wales family 

Bread Maker Cindy Olson 

   

Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, September 22, 2019 

                                         8:00 am    10:45 am       

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin   Mark Anton 

Cantor       Mark Anton Anna Scheck 

Lector       John Burdick Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server   Brenda Teegardin Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Mark Anton Lance Ogden 

Usher       Dave Neeb/ Kay Marsh Doug Neeb/ Gary Golnek 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Lyle/ Joyce Proksch Bill / Lorraine Freedlund 

Children’s Church     ~ Kate Watson 

Table Guild       Wales family 

Bread Maker       Cindy Olson 

 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday,  September 15  Worship Services at 8 am & 10:45 am 

Tuesday, September 17  Women of Faith (Mallard Pond) 1:30 pm 

        Council 6 pm 

        Flute Choir 7 pm 

 Thursday, September 19  Clapper Kids 3:45 pm 

        Grace Notes 5:45 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 89   Weekly Giving:  $3968.00        Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  

  
Congregation Council and Committee Chairs will meet between services today at 9:30 am. 

  

Noisy Offering last week totaled $ 76.61.  Thank you for your generosity. 

  

Women of Faith will resume monthly meetings on Tuesday at Mallard Pond (1:30-3 pm). 

  

Council will meet at 6 pm on Tuesday. 

  

Mark your Calendar!  September 29th Single Service at 10 am: Outreach Committee is 

organizing a Brunch following the service with proceeds supporting Crop Walk.  A sign-up sheet 

will be posted in the Gathering Space.  Just write in your last name and place an “X” under the 

column for the type of food you wish to bring. 
  

Congregational Care will meet on October 7th at 3 pm. 

  

Save the Date for Crop Walk 2019!  Sunday, October 13th, Middleville United Methodist Church. 

  

Barry County Food Bank is in need of soup (cream of mushroom & cream of celery), Hamburger 

Helper, bottles of Juice, saltine crackers, cake mixes, sugar, and stuffing mix.  Please consider 

dropping off a few items. 
  

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Brenda Teegardin.  Brenda is our 

member of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a 

phone call or a text message at 616.560.5910. 

  

Wall Calendars— Sign up in Gathering Area to pre-order NIV calendars for yourself or as gifts 

by October 6th for $5.00 each! 

  

Mark your calendars for an acapella concert by LACS members here at 3:00 p.m.   

  

Social Activities invites you to a view a play entitled, Blithe Spirit, on October 6, 2019.  Mark 

your calendars.  More details to follow. 

  

Adult Forum will not meet today, as there is a training event.  We will gather next week.  See 

you then, as we study what communion really means. 

  

Reformation Hymn Sing on October 27th here at Grace Lutheran Church at 3:00 pm. 

  

Women’s Restroom Renovation Update:  The balance is now down to $4,945.38. 

 


