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Persistent Grace 

Today’s gospel is an encouragement to always be in prayer, but the parable Jesus uses to urge 

people to pray is a complicated one. Jesus says the judge is unjust. The widow in the story is 

persistent in pestering the judge for the verdict she seeks. The judge is not convinced by evidence 

or reason, but simply by the tenacity of the widow. The lesson Luke passes on is that we ought to 

cry out to God day and night with our prayers. 

The parable says nothing directly about the content of those prayers. A quick reading might lead 

to a place of thinking anything we pray for will be answered if we are just persistent enough. 

Perhaps we can wear God down like the widow wore the judge down. This suggests an approach 

in which prayer is used to try to bend God’s will to our own. 

Rather than a force of will, Jesus encourages persistence because every aspect of our lives is 

worthy of being lifted in prayer to God. The Psalms show that we can and should lift our cries up 

to God as often as we experience them. God is able to handle any emotion or struggle we give 

voice to in prayer; speaking it all to God is part of grace-filled transformation. 

Each Sunday we speak the words of the Lord’s Prayer, requesting with our collective voice, 

“Your will be done.” Instead of seeking to bend God’s will to ours, we ask for our will to be 

shaped by God’s. We pray for God’s forgiveness and boldly claim our own role in forgiveness. 

We pray for sustenance and deliverance, all while inviting God’s kingdom to come. God’s 

kingdom is coming without our prayer, Martin Luther reminds us in the Small Catechism, but we 

pray these things so that we may see the kingdom come alive in and among us. We pray to be 

shaped by the endless, loving persistence of God’s grace. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 
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Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 20, 2019 

 

 
Welcome to worship on this autumn day.  We are beginning to see the leaves change, as the cooler 

air comes in.  We see the beauty of God’s creation changing to help us realize the diverse love 

given us by God.  As we see the colors of orange, yellow, red, purple, brown and yes even different 

shades of green reveal themselves, let us celebrate that God walks with us in our lives.  God 

promises to be with us all the days of our lives. 

  

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Gathering Music     Lead Me, Guide Me    ELW 768 (red book) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The grace of eternal God, the holy and living One, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  We come to worship the One who is the beginning and end of all that is good. 

C  Let us share God’s love with one another. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Kyrie Eleison 

       
Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray… O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our 

cries. 

C Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring 

justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

Sit 
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First Reading               Genesis 32:22-31 
Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and his father’s 

blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his 

name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.” 

 
L A reading from Genesis: 
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, 

and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and 

Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day 

is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, 

“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called 

Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then 

Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 

And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 

face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because 

of his hip. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 121 

 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 

  from where is my | help to come? 

 2My help comes | from the LORD, 

  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 

 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 

  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R 

 5the LORD watches | over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 

  nor the | moon by night. 

 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 
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  and will | keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 

  from this time forth for- | evermore. R 

 

Second Reading                 2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5 
Paul continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by emphasizing the importance 

of faithful teaching despite opposition. 

 

L A reading from 2 Timothy: 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 

you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 

instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is 

useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that 

everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 

view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent 

whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost 

patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, 

but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 
4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be 

sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  
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Gospel Reading                  Luke 18:1-8  
Jesus tells a parable of a hateful judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people 

to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent 

widow, how much more will God respond to those who call. 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke: 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, 

“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that 

city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 

opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 

and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so 

that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 

unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 

night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 

yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

Song of the Day       How Clear is our vocation, Lord    ELW 580 
  

Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayer 

A  Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we offer 

our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 A brief silence. 

A  Faithful partner, you will not leave us without a blessing. Wrestle with your church 

and renew it for the sake of the world. Preserve our life in you, so that we faithfully name 

you before the world.  Guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of 

your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne; our synod 

companion churches, Bread of Life Lutheran of Hudsonville,  Middleville Christian Reformed; 

Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
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A   Grant us joy in these autumn days. As the daylight shortens and summer’s green abundance 

decays, scatter the seeds that will bring forth new life in the spring. Keep watch over your whole 

creation. God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A Mercifully extend your ancient promises to all people. Keep and defend the nations from all 

evil and be their shade and protection. Held in your steadfast love, guide the human family in 

ways of mercy and justice. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including  Zack 

Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), 

Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller 

(McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance 

Champaco (Pohls), Julia Ehredt (Halsteads).     God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A   Our help comes from you, maker of heaven and earth. Hear the cries of those who suffer in 

body, mind, or spirit including, Gordy Arkens family, Betty Barnaart, Irene Corr, David Brown 

family, Lucille C., Mark Furrow, Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Cathy Hallaxs, Delmer Hansen, Jan 

Hansen, David Hills, Mike Hoppe, Moffitt family, Miller family,  Ray Ossiff family, Corrina 

Palmer, Mary Stouton family, Mary Rider family, George Ulrich, Jr., Traci Wales,  Landyn 

Vepez, and Lynnze.   Help us not to lose heart, so that your healing love prevails in our lives.  

God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages.  From those who 

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old.  We ask you to help us be open 

to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair.  We thank you for our interim 

chair  God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A   Speak through us in our encounters with Holy Scripture. Hearten and strengthen ministers of 

faith formation, so that all who belong to you may be capable and equipped for good works in 

your name.  God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  We thank you for your grace made manifest in the saints who have gone before us. Living in 

hope, bring us all to the joyful feast that has no end. God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

P  Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 

these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
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Sit  
 

Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Arise in body or spirit 

Offertory      Light Dawns on a Weary World 
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Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Living and true God, we give to you the things that are yours – our skills, our  

time, our possessions, our selves.  Bless us and these your gifts. 

C  Move us to works of faith and labors of love for the good of all people and the wholeness  

of your creation; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
 

 (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
 

Table Prayer 

P  Holy, living and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

C You created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 

P  We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace. 

C You, Lord God, promise an end to injustice and harm. 

 

 P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, the sacrifice of Christ’s life, death and the gift of resurrection,  

C we await with all the saints the loving redemption of our suffering world. 
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P   Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who share in the  

body and blood of your Son. 

C  Teach us your mercy and justice, and in Christ make all things new. 
 

P  All glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   God’s love is poured out in Christ for you.  Open yourselves to receive it. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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 Lamb of God 

  What a Friend we have in Jesus    ELW 742 

 There is a Balm in Gilead      ELW 614 

   Lord, take my hand and lead me    ELW 767 

 

Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet.  Sustain us on the  

journey. 

C   Strengthen us to care for the least of your loved children, and give us glad and generous  

hearts as we meet you on the way. Amen. 
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Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Gracious God, ☩ Redeeming Savior, and life giving Spirit, bless you and lead you into the 

way of truth and life.   
C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song     Let Streams of Living Justice      ELW 710 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am      10:45 am             

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin   Anna Scheck 

Cantor       Pastor Ken Kate Watson 

Lector       John Burdick Kristi Winick 

Communion Server   Brenda Teegardin Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Volunteer Lexie Watson 

Usher       Tom & Cheryl Drumm Ed and Luke Domke 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Tom & Cheryl Drumm Doug Neeb 

Children’s Church     ~ Eve Wright 

Table Guild       Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker       Jeanette Markwart 

 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, October 27, 2019 

                                            8:00 am      10:45 am             

Assisting Minister     Chris Bush    Mark Anton 

Cantor       Jack Vos Anna Scheck 

Lector       Chris Bush Carol Morgan 

Communion Server   Jan Schreiner Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Mark Anton Volunteer 

Usher       Dave Neeb/Kay Marsh Doug Neeb/Gary Golnek 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Lyle and Joyce Proksch Bill and Lorraine Freedlund 

Children’s Church     ~ Eve Wright 

Table Guild       Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker       Jeanette Markwart 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday, October 20  Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

       Church School 10:45 am 

 

Monday, October 21  LACS 6 pm 

 

Thursday, October 24  Clapper Kids 3:45 

       Grace Notes 5:45 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 105  Weekly Giving:  $1,797.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  
 

Adult Forum will begin a study on the book of Ephesians this week. 

  

 PASTIES ARE COMING!  Pre order your pasties on the order sheets in the Gathering area; baked 

are $7.00 each and unbaked are $6.00 each.  If you know anyone who would like to order, have 

them call the office at 269-945-9414 and speak to Wendy. 

  

Cindy Olson is our mutual ministry contact for the week, please use the following cell phone 

number to reach her or leave a message.   517.242.3725. 

 

Reformation Hymn Sing  will be on October 27th here at Grace 

Lutheran Church at 3:00 pm. 

 

Books-for-Kids:  A BIG THANK YOU to all who contributed to this cause!  We have exceeded 

our goal and will be able to supply books to Southeastern Elementary School. 

 

Retired Pastor Anton will be presenting a program entitled "History of the Bible" on 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 3:30 at the Hastings Kellogg Community College campus beginning on 

October 30 through December 4.  For fee and registration information, contact the: KCC Lifelong 

Learning office at 269.965.4134. 

 

Trunk-or-Treat:  Thursday, Oct. 31, 5:30-7:30 PM.  A sign-up sheet is posted in the gathering 

area for volunteers to serve as treat station hosts, popcorn & cider servers, greeters, and general 

help.  Candy donations may be placed in the basket provided underneath the sign-up sheet.  Non-

Candy donations can be placed in the plastic bin (marked). 

 

Turkeyville Hayride, Corn Maze, Haunted Highway and more!  Our Middle School youth are 

invited to have some fun at Turkeyville, USA TODAY.  We’ll meet at the church at 1:30 PM and 

plan to return around 5:30 PM.  Cost is only $5.00 per student.  Questions?  Speak to Pr. Mike 

Kemper or Jane Secor. 

 

Grace needs a chairperson to lead the Youth and Family Committee.  This committee is 

responsible for nurturing the Christian spirit of our children and youth, together with their families, 

and helps provide faith-related activities to engage youth in what interests them.  The committee 

coordinates youth activities, Children’s Church, and VBS, and works with other committees to 

promote youth and family participation in the full life of Grace Lutheran.  Please continue to pray 

for this need. If you are feeling called to this ministry, as a chairperson or a committee member, 

please contact Pastor Ken, Chris Bush, or Angela Pruitt.  We are grateful that Angela has stepped 

in to be our interim chairperson. 

 

Noisy Offering last week was $56.46. 


