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Humbly to the Table 

“Increase our faith!” (Luke 17:5). This request from the disciples seems perfectly reasonable. 

They have seen Jesus cleanse and heal people, and even resuscitate a dead man. They have seen 

him calm a storm, cast out demons, and multiply loaves and fish. Not only have they seen Jesus 

do all this, but they have done some of it themselves. After Jesus sent seventy of the disciples out, 

they returned with joy and reported, “Even the demons submit to us!” (Luke 10:17). It is not 

surprising they would want to experience more. 

Jesus’ response about faith the size of a mustard seed defies the disciples’ expectations of what an 

increase in faith looks like. He then shares a reflection about obedience and humility. An increase 

in faith, Jesus seems to be saying, does not come through supernatural demonstration of power 

but through humble obedience to what God has commanded. 

As we gather in worship, we certainly hope for an increase in our own faith. Perhaps we, like the 

first disciples, have experienced God working through us in amazing ways. Maybe we have seen 

new life appear in the lives of people around us. Given these glimpses of grace, we find ourselves 

wanting more. Increase our faith! 

Jesus’ answer to our request involves the same obedience and humility commended to the 

disciples. Though a simple invitation to service, this humble obedience can be difficult to put into 

practice. One way we are obedient to our baptismal call is by coming together around a table in 

remembrance of Jesus, receiving the body and blood of Christ in communion. Martin Luther’s 

Small Catechism reminds us that the words “given for you” and “shed for you” are essential 

words of forgiveness—including forgiveness for when we aren’t humble or obedient to God’s 

desires for us. In faith we serve as we are able. We then come humbly to the table to be served a 

gift of grace and forgiveness, given and shed for each of us. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 



 SSP -3  

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 6, 2019 

 
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

Gathering Music     Morning Has Broken    ELW 556 (red book) 
 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  We come to worship the One who brings us together. 

C  Bind us together in love, Lord God. 
 

 

Hymn of Praise     This is the Feast        

 
 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Refrain 

          

 
Refrain 

         

 
Refrain 
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Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray… Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in 

faith, strengthen us. 

C When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors 

and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

First Reading               Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can 

a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by 

proclaiming that the wicked will perish, but the righteous will live by faith. 

 
L A reading from Habakkuk: 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen?  Or cry to you “Violence!” and 

you will not save?  3Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble?  Destruction and 

violence are before me; strife and contention arise.  4So the law becomes slack and justice never 

prevails.  The wicked surround the righteous—therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 
2:1I will stand at my watch post, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what 

he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint.  2Then the LORD answered 

me and said:  Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.  3For there is 

still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie.  If it seems to tarry, wait 

for it; it will surely come, it will not delay.  4Look at the proud!  Their spirit is not right in them, 

but the righteous live by their faith. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 37:1-9 

 1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 

  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 

 2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 

  and like the green grass | fade away. 

 3Put your trust in the LORD| and do good; 
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  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 

 4Take delight | in the LORD, 

  who shall give you your | heart’s desire. R 

 5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 

  and see what | God will do. 

 6The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 

  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 

 7Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 

  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in | evil schemes. 

 8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 

  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 

 9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 

  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land. R 

 

Second Reading                  2 Timothy 1:1-14 
This message written from Paul to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of 

hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise 

that faith with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

 

L A reading from 2 Timothy: 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 

Christ Jesus, 

  2To Timothy, my beloved child:  

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  3I am grateful to God—

whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly 

in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with 

joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and 

your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the 

gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit 

of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

  8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with 

me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a 

holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This grace 

was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now been revealed through the 

appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 
12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have 

put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 
13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that 

are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit 

living in us. 

L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading                  Luke 17:5-10  
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest man who cheats his employer and then is commended by him for 

having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their 

stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke: 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size 

of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it 

would obey you. 

  7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 

sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would you not rather 

say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later 

you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So you also, 

when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done 

only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
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Message   

Silence for reflection 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Song of the Day       How Firm a Foundation      ELW 796 
  

Kneel or sit as able. 

 

Prayer 

A  Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we offer 

our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 A brief silence. 
 

A  Increase the faith of your church. Give us courage when we are reticent in sharing your love. 

Renew in us your holy calling, according to your own purpose and grace. Guide the faith of our 

bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and 

Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church of Holland, Maple Grove Brethren of Nashville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor 

Ken.  Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 

A   Tend the garden of your creation that teems with all kinds of life. Restore us as caretakers of 

animals and plants, mindful of the generations to come.  Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 
 
A Destruction and violence are ever before us, and strife and contention rise up in many nations. 

Draw to yourself all the people of the world, emboldening them to strive for peaceful and just 

solutions to conflict. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including  Zack Green 

(Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and 

Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller 

(McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance 

Champaco (Pohls).     Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 
A   You promise life and wholeness to those who wait patiently for you, and you hear those who 

cry out to you for help. Heal the sick, bind up the brokenhearted, and attend to all in need of your 

care including Irene Corr, Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Cathy Hallaxs, Delmer Hansen, David Hills, 

family of Ray Ossiff,  family of Mary Rider, George Ulrich, Jr., Landyn Vepez, family of Clyde 

Watson (grandfather), Lynnze, and safe travels home for Carla, Traci, Kristi and Misha. 

 Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 
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A   Rekindle your gift of love in this community. Bind together in Christ the weak and the 

strong, those with little faith and those with much. Help us to respond to one another with 

Christlike compassion. Bind us together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 
A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  We remember with gratitude the faithful who have guided the next generations. Gather us and 

all your holy ones (especially William Tyndale) into the eternal, risen life in Christ. Bind us 

together, O God. 

C  Hear our prayers raised to you. 

 
P  Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 

these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 

Sit  

 

Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

     
Arise in body or spirit 
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Offertory       Let the Vineyards       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing  

out of it. 

C  Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table. Nourish us now  

with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Sharing the Peace of God 

 
P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
 

 (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
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Table Prayer 

P  Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

C you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 

P  You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with  

manna from heaven. 

C You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, Christ’s life given for us and rising from the grave,  

C we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

P  By your Holy Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

 
C Strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread and cup make us the  

body of your Son. 

P All glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 



 SSP -13  

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come, take your place at the feast. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Lamb of God 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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 We Walk by Faith        ELW 635 

 Taste and See         ELW 493 

   Take, Oh Take me as I am      ELW 814 

 

Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . God of blessing, at this table we have seen you face to face, and in the gift of  

Christ’s body and blood, our hearts have been refreshed. 

C   Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have received:  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Be strengthened with the power of God, ☩ the love of Christ, and the help of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever.   
C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song     God of Grace and God of Glory      ELW 705 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am      10:45 am             

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin   Mark Anton 

Cantor       Jack Vos Mark Anton 

Lector       Carol Vos Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server   Brenda Teegardin Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Mark Anton Volunteer 

Usher       John Burdick/Kay Marsh Joe Longcor/Gwen Hansen 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Volunteer Eve Wright/Jeanette Markwart 

Children’s Church     ~ Laura Scheck 

Table Guild       Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker       Jeanette Markwart 

 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, October 13, 2019 

                                            8:00 am      10:45 am             

Assisting Minister     Emma Peck    Vickey Argo 

Cantor       Mark Anton Vickey Argo 

Lector       Jack Vos Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server   Jan Schreiner Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Volunteer Lance Ogden 

Usher       Mark Anton/Volunteer Mark Anton/Sandy Mosteller 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Jack / Carol Vos John/ Mary Kleinbrink 

Children’s Church     ~ Laura Scheck 

Table Guild       Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker       Jeanette Markwart 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday,  October 6   Worship Services at 8:00 am and 10:45 am 

        Church School 10:45 am 

Monday, October 7   Congregational Care Mtg 3:00 pm 

        Social Activities Mtg 5:00 pm 

Tuesday, October 8   Brothers of Grace Mtg 7:00 pm 

Thursday, October 10   Clapper Kids 3:45 pm 

        Grace Notes 5:45 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 62  Weekly Giving:  $1,113.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  
 

Called to the Church Triumphant, our sister in Christ, Mary Rider. Let us celebrate the gift and 

promise of the resurrection. 
 

Adult Forum gathers today to begin our study With Open Hands by Henri Nouwen. 
 

Concert today: an acapella concert by LAAC members 3:00 pm, here at the church. 
 

Congregational Care will meet on tomorrow at 3:00 pm. 
 

Social Activities Committee will meet tomorrow at 5:00 pm. 
 

Brothers of Grace will meet Tuesday at 7:00 pm. 
  

We are blessed to have the Bell Choirs performing next Sunday, October 13th in both services.   
 

Crop Walk  Next Sunday, October 13th, Middleville United Methodist Church.  Information at 

crophungerwalk.org/hastingsmi.  Team is “Grace Lutheran Hastings”. 
  

Youth Hayride:  Sunday, October 20th at 1:30! 
 

PASTIES ARE COMING!  Pre order your pasties on the order sheets in the Gathering area; baked 

are $7.00 each and unbaked are $6.00 each.   
 

Barry County Food is in need of corned beef hash, canned tomatoes, and stuffing mix.  Please 

consider dropping off a few items. 
  

Mutual Ministry:  If there is a ministry concern, please contact Carl Schoessel.  Carl is our member 

of the Mutual Ministry Committee that is highlighted this week and can be reached by a phone call 

or a text message at 269.838.8407. 
  

Wall Calendars— Sign up today in Gathering Area to pre-order NIV calendars for yourself or as 

gifts by today for $5.00 each! 
  

Reformation Hymn Sing  will be on October 27th here at Grace 

Lutheran Church at 3 pm. 
 

Women’s Restroom Renovation:  Cost $5,545.38 / balance now at $4,890.38. 
 

New Address: Joyce Daugherty, Inn Adult Foster Care, 241 W Grand Ledge Hwy, Sunfield  MI  

48890. 

 

The Safety Team thanks all who filled out the survey relating to safety & security here at Grace.  If 

you would like to fill out a survey, just ask an usher or a member of the church administration and 

they would be happy to get you one. 


