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Standing Together 

Today’s parable finds two characters at the extremes. One trusts in his own righteousness, and not 

without reason. He is faithful to his spiritual practices and his generosity. His prayer lacks 

compassion for others but does begin with gratitude. The other, a tax collector, will not look up to 

heaven and is beating his breast, reflecting the real humility he brings to his prayer for mercy. 

The introduction to the parable describes its audience as those trusting in themselves while thinking 

of others with contempt, implying that we are to strive to be like the humbler of the two characters. 

As the parable unfolds, this contrast draws our attention, but in reality, we do not live exclusively 

at one extreme or the other. Some days we are self-righteous, and other days we struggle to see our 

worth. Some people draw out our high-minded contempt, while others leave us feeling beaten 

down. We can live whole seasons of life in places at either end of the spectrum or somewhere in 

between. 

There is common ground between these two people in prayer. The Pharisee is “standing by himself” 

(Luke 18:11). The tax collector is “standing far off” (Luke 18:13). Both seem disconnected from 

the broader community, one because of his contempt for them and the other because of his guilt or 

shame. 

When we gather in worship, we stand together in community, grounded in our identity in Christ 

through worship, water, wine, and bread. Our access to this community in Christ does not depend 

on how “good” we are, or on how connected we may feel to other Christians or to God on any 

given day. Our identity as children of God does not increase with our righteousness, nor does it 

diminish with our failures. Our identity is rooted unshakably in the one who humbled himself on 

the cross, that we all might be free to live into the truth of God’s love. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Reformation Sunday 

October 27, 2019 

 

 
Welcome to worship!  Today invites the daughters and sons of the Reformation to celebrate the 

perennial source of reform in the church: the word of God and the sacraments of forgiveness and 

new life.  Indeed, when the church welcomes a new member in baptism or gathers around the table 

of communion, the Holy Spirit's reforming labor continues among us. 

 

We rightly celebrate the Reformation not when we glory in the events of the past, but rather when 

we pray, "Come, Holy Spirit!"  The church is always in need of reform, always in need of dying 

again in Christ and being raised from the dead, so that it might be truly free.   

 

The color for Reformation day is red, which represents the fire of the Holy Spirit. Luther’s Rose, 

a primary emblem of the Lutheran church, is comprised of the following: a black cross, for faith in 

Christ crucified; the red heart, for faith in the Savior; the white rose, to show that faith causes joy, 

consolation and peace; the blue sky, symbolizing that such joy of faith in the Spirit is the beginning 

of the heavenly joy to come; and the golden ring surrounding all, to signify the endless bliss that 

heaven will bring. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 

Gathering Music    I, the Lord of Sea and Sky    ELW 574 (red book) 
 

 

 

Moravian Love Feast 

 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The grace of eternal God, the holy and living One, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  We come to worship the One who is the beginning and end of all that is good. 

C  Let us share God’s love with one another. 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Kyrie Eleison 
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Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us Pray… Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

C Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend 

them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading               Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 

upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). 

The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our 

hope lies in a God who forgets. 

 
L A reading from Jeremiah: 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 

though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 

on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach 

one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 

more.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 46 

 1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

  a very present | help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

 3though its waters | rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the | break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R 

 7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 

 11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold R 

 

 

 

Second Reading                  Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human 

beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship 

with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us 

from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
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L A reading from Romans: 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 

human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 

comes the knowledge of sin. 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 

law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are 

now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God 

put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 

his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 

the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 

the law.  
L The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation     Alleluia  
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Gospel Reading                  John 8:31-36  
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that 

sets people free from sin.  
P The Holy Gospel, according to John: 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, 

“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 
36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  
P  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

Message   

Silence for reflection 

Arise in body or spirit 

Song of the Day       A Mighty Fortress       ELW 504 
  

Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayer 

A  Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we offer 

our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 A brief silence. 

A  God, our refuge and strength, you make all things new. Reform your church so that our life 

together bears witness to your unmerited love. Free us from sin and write the law of love on our 

hearts.  Guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, 

including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne; our synod companion 

churches, Bread of Life Lutheran of Hudsonville,  Middleville Christian Reformed; Minister of 

Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 
A   Reform our relationships with you, with one another, and with all creation. Restore this good 

earth, the home you entrust to our care. Enrich soils, cleanse waters, and purify the air. God of 

love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
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A Bring an end to war and to the violence that shakes the nations and worries your people. 

When voices of fear threaten to overwhelm us, fill the earth with your peace and strength.  Protect 

the lives of those who serve in the military, including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil 

(Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and 

Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill 

(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), and Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), Julia Ehredt 

(Halsteads).     God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A   Be the present help of those suffering the tumult of illness, poverty, abandonment, and 

uncertainty. Bring your calm and healing to those in need including,  Gordy Arkens family, Betty 

Barnaart, Sean Benedict, Gary Burdick, Irene Corr, David Brown family, Lucille C., Colleen 

Endsley, Rich Ferne, Mark Furrow, Wes Gillons, Opal Gillons, Karl Golnek, Dustin H., Cathy 

Hallaxs, Delmer Hansen, Jan Hansen, David Hills, Mike Hoppe, Tom Marlow, Moffitt family, 

Miller family,  Nancy Morgan, Ray Ossiff family, Corrina Palmer, Gavin Patton, Mary Stouton 

family, Mary Rider family, George Ulrich, Jr., Traci Wales,  Rusty Wilkins, Landyn Vepez, 

Christina & Louis, Lauren, and Lynnze.   Help us not to lose heart, so that your healing love 

prevails in our lives.  God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages.  From those who 

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old.  We ask you to help us be open 

to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair.  We thank you for our interim 

chair  God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A   In this community, O Lord, we are all sinners and saints. In our dealings with one another 

and in our witness in the world, help us trust in your mercy, freely offering others what you give 

us. God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  We remember before you those who have died in Christ and now live in the fullness 

of salvation.  We trust your presence now even as we wait for your glory to be revealed. 
God of love, 

C  Receive our prayers. 
 

P  Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 

these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 

Sit  
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Offering of Gifts and Music   
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill it out and place a Participation Card in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.  

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Offertory      We Are an Offering 

           

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Living and true God, we give to you the things that are yours – our skills, our  

time, our possessions, our selves.  Bless us and these your gifts. 

C  Move us to works of faith and labors of love for the good of all people and the wholeness  

of your creation; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you. 
 

 (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on 

this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 



 NSP -12  

Table Prayer 

P  Holy, living and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

C You created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

 

P  We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace. 

C You, Lord God, promise an end to injustice and harm. 

 

 P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

     Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, the sacrifice of Christ’s life, death and the gift of resurrection,  

C we await with all the saints the loving redemption of our suffering world. 

P   Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who share in the  

body and blood of your Son. 

C  Teach us your mercy and justice, and in Christ make all things new. 
 

P  All glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come your will be done on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P   God’s love is poured out in Christ for you.  Open yourselves to receive it. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Lamb of God

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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 One Bread, One Body        WOV 710  

 We Come to the Hungry Feast      WOV 766 

   Now We Offer          WOV 761 

 

Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet.  Sustain us on the  

journey. 

C   Send us now to shine with your goodness and bear witness to the one we have 

received:  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

Blessing 

P   Gracious God, ☩ Redeeming Savior, and life giving Spirit, bless you and lead you into the 

way of truth and life.   
C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song     Christ, be our Light        ELW 715 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                                            8:00 am      10:45 am             

Assisting Minister     Chris Bush    Mark Anton 

Cantor       Jack Vos Anna Scheck 

Lector       Chris Bush Carol Morgan 

Communion Server   Jan Schreiner Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Mark Anton Volunteer 

Usher       Dave Neeb/Kay Marsh Doug Neeb/Gary Golnek 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Lyle and Joyce Proksch Bill and Lorraine Freedlund 

Children’s Church     ~ Eve Wright 

Table Guild       Jeanette Ulrich and Mary Kleinbrink 

Bread Maker       Catechism Class 

 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, November 3, 2019 

                                            8:00 am      10:45 am             

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin   Vickey Argo 

Cantor       Jack Vos Vickey Argo 

Lector       Carol Vos Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server   Brenda Teegardin Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Volunteer Lance Ogden 

Usher       Tom & Cheryl Drumm Joe Longcor / Gwen Hansen 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Tom & Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright / Jeanette Markwart 

Children’s Church     ~ Kim & Lydia Markwart 

Table Guild       Deborah Wilke 

Bread Maker       Catechism Class 

 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday, October 27  Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

       Church School 10:45 am 

Monday, October 28  LACS 6 pm 

 

Wednesday, October 30 Security Mtg 6:15 pm 

 

Thursday, October 31  TRUNK-OR-TREAT (church) 5:30-7:30 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week: 79      Weekly Giving:  $7,894.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  
 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Ephesians this week. 

  

Security Mtg. Wednesday at 6:15 pm. 
 

PASTIES ARE COMING!  Pre order your pasties on the order sheets in the Gathering area; baked 

are $7.00 each and unbaked are $6.00 each.   

  

Reformation Hymn Sing  today, here at Grace Lutheran Church at 

3:00 pm. 
 

Retired Pastor Anton will be presenting a program entitled "History of the Bible" on 

Wednesdays from 1:30 to 3:30 at the Hastings Kellogg Community College campus beginning on 

October 30 through December 4.  For fee and registration information, contact the: KCC Lifelong 

Learning office at 269.965.4134. 
 

Trunk-or-Treat:  Thursday, Oct. 31, 5:30-7:30 PM.  A sign-up sheet is posted in the gathering 

area for volunteers to serve as treat station hosts, popcorn & cider servers, greeters, and general 

help.  Candy donations may be placed in the basket provided underneath the sign-up sheet.  Non-

Candy donations can be placed in the plastic bin (marked). 
 

75th Anniversary Celebration on November 24, 2019 at 10 am.  Please invited your friends and 

neighbors to join us that day for this joyous occasion.   
 

Community Thanksgiving Service at Hope United Methodist Church, November 24th at 6 pm. 
 

Grace needs a chairperson to lead the Youth and Family Committee.  This committee is 

responsible for nurturing the Christian spirit of our children and youth, together with their families, 

and helps provide faith-related activities to engage youth in what interests them.  Please continue 

to pray for this need. If you are feeling called to this ministry, as a chairperson or a committee 

member, please contact Pastor Ken, Chris Bush, or Angela Pruitt.  We are grateful that we have an 

interim chairperson. 
 

Barry County Cares: Need for Personal Care / Household Items such as bathroom tissue, facial 

tissue, paper towel, laundry detergent, dish detergent, deodorant, toothpaste, razors, shaving cream, 

shampoo, conditioner, feminine products.  Place in FOOD BOX – they will be delivered for you to 

BCC. 
 

Lakewood Area Choral Society is looking for new members!  If you are interested, please contact 

Joanie Oster at lacsmusic@gmail.com. 
 

Pastor Ken is our mutual ministry contact for the week, please use the following cell phone number 

to reach him or leave a message:   269.370.4632. 

mailto:lacsmusic@gmail.com

