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GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .

is all about
getting
another
chance.
A chance
to forgive,
to do better,
to do more,
to give more,
to love more.
And stop
worrying
about
“what if”
and start
embracing
what would
be.
Deadline for the
February GraceGram is
January 17, 2020.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent a Son, born of a woman, born under the law …
Galatians 4:4
One of the intriguing themes of Advent for me is its temporal layers. The
word “advent” means “arrival” or “coming.” During the Advent season,
the Church prepares for the coming of Christ in at least three ways: the
celebration of the past birth of Jesus, the recognition that Christ comes to
us in the present through Word and sacrament, and the anticipation of the
future coming of Christ in glory.
We know that Jesus was born to a young Jewish woman
living in Palestine under Roman rule. The Gospel of Luke
locates this birth with specific historical markers such as the
reign of Emperor Augustus and the census when Quirinius
was governor of Syria. An accurate depiction of the
historical Jesus would have Middle Eastern features, not the
northern European features so common in traditional
Christian art.
One of my favorite places that I have visited on the web is at the Basilica of
the Annunciation in Nazareth in the Holy Land. What I love most about the
pictures on the website is the courtyard, whose walls are covered with
mosaic paintings. Each mosaic is a gift from a different country and each of
them depicts Mary and the infant Jesus with physical features and clothing
styles characteristic of that country. Yes, Jesus was born a Jew in first
century Palestine. The Incarnation – the Word made flesh – took place in
particular human flesh. But it could have been otherwise. Seeing Jesus and
Mary presented as Ethiopian or Thai or Guatemalan is not historically
accurate, but it is theologically appropriate. God-in-the-flesh is both
particular and universal. In the person of Jesus, the promise that Israel
would be a light to all nations is fulfilled. Emmanuel, God-with-us, comes
to all of us, not just a single tribe or culture.
May your Advent preparations include preparing for Christmas and
preparing for the coming of Christ in Word and sacrament. Let us
prepare for Christ’s coming in your own home and congregation. May we
recognize how Christ comes to others in their own contexts. Let us
continue to prepare a royal highway for the One who comes to bring
peace and wholeness to the whole world.
In Advent preparation,
Pastor Ken Scheck II +

PREPARE

to be ...

’
As we reflect on seventy-five years of God’s gifts to Grace Lutheran Church, let us
be empowered by those with steadfast faith who envisioned a place where God’s
love is proclaimed, faith is renewed, and community is fashioned by the Holy
Spirit. God invites all people to share in the kingdom, as we welcome a diverse
population to be part of our Grace family.
As we move beyond
our 75th Anniversary
Celebration, we receive
God’s call to continue
serving.

Kate & Lexie Watson sing,

It’s All About that GRACE
with Clyde on triangle.

The Worship Committee sings, Where, where are you tonight ?

We, in turn, ask
God to give us
wisdom to know
what is right and the
strength that Grace
Church needs to
help spread God’s
love to others.

God has empowered us with a firm foundation
(the love and grace of God), a treasure to share
(the salvation given to us by Christ Jesus dying
on the cross), and a place to share the resurrection (Grace Lutheran Church).

Julian Kratochvil sings,
Sunrise, Sunset.

Pastor Mike Kemper and Kim Domke
talk about God’s blessings.

Pastors: Paul Kuhlman,
Roseanne Anderson, Ken
Scheck II, Michael Anton &
Mike Kemper, who were able
to attend the 75th
Anniversary Celebration.

PREPARE
Scheck Family Singers singing,
Have you Seen Jesus My Lord?

to be ...

Pastor Michael Anton
shares memories of Grace.

President’s Ponderings – Chris Bush
This month’s article finishes up the discussion of Grace’s strategic plan by focusing on
the goal to “develop the gifts of our congregation.” We volunteer for many opportunities to
serve in some capacity at Grace, whether it’s as a worship server, Children’s Church or youth
group leader, serving a meal, or participating in another ministry. First off, THANK YOU,
Grace, for showing God’s love to the world by the work you do. But maybe you are reluctant
to try something because you think you won’t be good at it, that you don’t have the gift for it.
Let’s try to approach these challenges differently.
Perhaps you are a youth or a senior citizen and you see yourself as having a lesser role, or perhaps no role,
in the goings-on at Grace. We want all ages to see their value in this family. Did you attend the Intergenerational
Christmas Program on December 15 and witness the many people, young and young-at-heart, who led worship?
This collage of an offering of praise must have made God so delighted – who has ever received a construction
paper Christmas card with glitter and finger-paint and bric-a-brac and not been filled with love for the giver? Or a
messily-frosted Christmas cookie, perhaps a gingerbread man with uneven buttons and oversized eyes, and smiled
at the sight? We do not need to seek the perfect; God already sees us as His and
that’s perfect.
As we identify gifts in ourselves and others, training opportunities may be
available to develop those gifts so we can do increasingly more with them. The
Synod and greater Church, as well as other denominations and non
-church organizations, offer resources that can help us build capacity in our various gifts. Some
of these include “Equipping Leaders for Ministry and Mission” (see mittensynod.org), Calvin’s
“January Series” (calvin.edu/january-series), and loads of ELCA resources (elca.org). Grace’s
leadership keeps their eyes open for opportunities to share with our congregation, but if you
see something you’d like to learn more about, connect with us so we can support you.
Additionally, as you grow into a new role at Grace, mentoring with a “veteran” can help make it a smoother transition. Thus, by partnering together, we can bring God’s kingdom to the world.
As gifts are developed and new leaders emerge in our congregation, it’s important to understand roles and
responsibilities so that we work inclusively and effectively. Our constitution and bylaws, continuing resolutions,
and policies provide guidance and structure to help our ministries stay fired up. These documents are reviewed by
Council regularly to ensure we are discerning and following where God leads us. Again, thank you, Grace family,
for using your gifts to help all “Discover Grace”!
INCLEMENT WEATHER
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Television:
WOOD TV 8
WWMT TV 3
WXSP TV
WOTV 4

to be ...

Radio:
WBCH 100.1 FM
WBCK 95.3 FM

LETTERS OF
GRATITUDE
Entering the
Church Triumphant
was our brother in Christ,
Vern Allerding.
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men[a]
from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is
he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we saw his star when it rose[b]
and have come to worship him.”
Matthew 2:2

Didja Know?
Have you noticed the new water
cooler? This replaces the old
drinking fountain in the Gathering
Area! You can get HOT or COLD
water (cups are provided).

Mission Endowment Fund
by Margaret Wood

As you may be aware, Grace Lutheran Church has a Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) and a MEF Committee. The purpose of
the MEF is to provide for mission work beyond the operational budget of our church. The Committee is tasked with discerning
where to distribute up to 90% of the earnings of the MEF. Your suggestions are welcomed for directing where these funds
may be best used. Please place your suggestion along with
your name in Margaret Wood’s mailbox and it will be
reviewed by the MEF Committee when it meets.
You may wonder how does the MEF grow. One way the
MEF grows is that 10% of the annual earnings are
reinvested and become part of the principal. The other
way the MEF grows is through receiving bequests, trusts
and gifts of cash or assets designated to it. If you have not
done so already, please consider when preparing your will
or estate plan to give to the MEF.
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The Social Activities Committee will be hosting a
Movie Night, celebrating Chinese New Year, on
January 25, 2020. Everyone is invited, but you need
to sign up on the sheet posted in the Gathering Area
so we have an idea of how much food we will need.
The adult film to be shown is “Breakthrough” and
the children’s file is “Nancy McPhee.”

MOVIE
NIGHT

Date:

Saturday, January 25th (snow date February 1st)

Place: Grace Lutheran Church, 239 E North St

Times:

6:30 pm Food Served ~ 7:00 pm Movie starts

Cost: This is a FREE event

SAVE
THE
DATE:

Sunday, February 2nd ~ Souper Bowl
Chili/ Soup Cook Off
Proceeds going to ELCA World Hunger

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the weekly
worship folder need to be in by
Wednesday at noon for printing to
be completed on time!

PREPARE to be ...

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has
come.
2 Corinthians 5:17

INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT:
ALL ARE INVITED
We will be gathering after second service on
Sunday, January 26th to tie off lap size
blankets for a local nursing facility.

COME HEAR THE BELLS AND CHIMES
RING
At Woodlawn Meadows Retirement Village
1821 N East St.
Thursday, January 9th from
6:15 pm to 7:00 pm
Assisted Living Dining Area

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:
Dave Bolton
Dorothy Mayo
Vivian Allerding
Opal Gillons

Military:
Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville
Carvath Village, Room 149 B
Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings

Ilene Hilson
Jamie Coplin

611 E Woodlawn / Hastings
Mallard Pond Apt 217
770 River Rd / Hastings
109 E Grant St / Hastings

Doris Allerding

2122 N M-43 Hwy / Hastings

Joyce Daugherty

River Inn Adult Foster Care
241 W Grand Ledge Hwy
Sunfield MI 48890

Lois VonSeggern

6600 Constitution Blvd/ Portage
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Nieces / nephews of Burdicks
Alexis Kelmer (New Mexico)
Dylan Kelmer (Germany)
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford
Cody Crawford
Son-in-law of Sandy & Matt Mikolajczyk
Zach Green (US Army—Africa)
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Granddaughter (and husband) of Bev McManaway
Brandon Miller (Marines)
Stevi Kay Miller (Navy)
Grandneice of Karen and Bill Halstead
Julia Ehredt

BIRTHDAYS

YES, children do come with manuals!
Prayers for a healthy pregnancy
For Danielle Gorman.
Grandparents are
Mary and John Kleinbrink.

ANNIVERSARIES
John and Mary Kleinbrink
January 5th

Gerald Knickerbocker
Jeanette Ulrich
Clyde Watson, Jr
Carl Schoessel
Tina Pontius
Rick Duits
Logan Clements
Sheryl Gorden
Eve Wright
Jane Power

1/06
1/07
1/11
1/13
1/14
1/20
1/22
1/26
1/26
1/30

Our Staff:

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Vice President: Margaret Wood

Sunday @ 8:00 am

Secretary: Shayna Gibbons

Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music

and 10:45 am

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin

Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 9AM - 4PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Church Council
Members/Liaisons
Tom Peck (Small Groups)

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com

George Lietz (Worship)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)
Erin Everly (Congregational Care)
Angela Pruitt (Children/Youth)

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
10:45 am
1st Sunday after Labor Day
through May @ 10:45 a.m.

John Burdick (Property)
Vickey Argo (Stewardship)

PREPARE

Bill Freedlund (Social Activities)

to be ...

Grace Lutheran
Church

Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI

269-945-9414

Heather Albright
Nursery Attendant
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058

Phone:

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org

PREPARE

269-945-2645
Worship Committee:
gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com

to be ...

