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Home for the Holidays 

Did you celebrate Christmas at home this year? As Perry Como popularly sang, our 

culture tells us that “there’s no place like home for the holidays.” Yet, not everyone has a 

place that feels like home. While some people have lived in the same town or even in the 

same house for many decades, others have moved year after year, or find “home” to be 

unsafe or precarious. Still others have had to leave home behind under threat of violence, 

natural disaster, or political persecution. 

Today, Matthew’s gospel reminds us that Jesus’ life was marked more by movement and 

displacement than by a settled existence. Even shortly after his birth, Jesus faced threats 

that caused his family to flee their home and country. Later in his life, Jesus warned an 

eager would-be follower about the risks of a life of discipleship, saying, “The Son of Man 

has nowhere to lay his head” (Matt.—8:20). But Jesus’ goal was not to find home for 

himself; instead it was to become a resting place for those who struggle to find one in this 

world. 

In this Christmas season, the story of Jesus proclaimed in Christian assemblies calls us to 

look around for those who feel unwelcome in this world. We are called to seek out those 

who have no home, or who have lost their home in physical or emotional ways. How is 

your community serving those without a home? Is there a homeless shelter in your 

community, a youth refuge, or an organization that assists refugees and asylum seekers? 

Led on by our God who often had no comfortable resting place, the Christian community 

is called to witness to the home we experience in Christ’s love by serving those who seek 

one. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 

 

  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 22, 2019 

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the 

expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected way, as the 

baby Jesus.  The color of the season is blue (like the night 

sky), representing the Christ who is called Dayspring 

(source of day). 
 
 

 
 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit. 
 

 

Gathering Hymn             O Come, O Come Emmanuel   (v.1-4)                ELW 257 

 

The CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE ADVENT WREATH - Angels’ Candle   

  

P  Wrapped in Winter’s darkness, many circles of Christmas lights point the way to the 

birthplace of Emmanuel. 

C  Those circles of light that shine everywhere are holy symbols of unity more brilliant 

than any galaxy. 
  

A  For when we are one with each other, 

C  then Emmanuel is among us. 
  

A  Let us treasure beyond all gifts and all riches the sacred circle of unity that is always the mystic 

manger for the birth of God-among-us. 

C  In the busy days of Christmas, let us not break the circle of communion that was Jesus’ 

great wish for us disciples. 
  

  

 

 

The HYMN of PRAISE               Creator of Stars of Night              tune ELW 289 
 

 

Cre-a-tor of Stars of night.                                       When this world drew on toward night, 

You’re the people’s lasting light.     You came without flashing light. 

Christ, redeemer of us all.       Not as monarch, but as Child. 

We pray you will hear us all. (refrain)    Mary mother meek and mild. (refrain) 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 



 4A-4  

 

The RESPONSIVE LITANY of PRAISE 

  

P  Sing to the Lord a new song. 

C  Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

  

A  Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name. 

C  Proclaim the Good News of God’s salvation from day to day.   

  

P  Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving, 

C  and raise a loud shout with psalms.   

   

A  For the Lord is a great God, 

C  and a great king above all gods.   

   

P  Declare God’s glory among the nations, 

C  and God’s wonders among all people.    

   

A  Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands. 

C  Lift up your voice, rejoice and sing.   

   

P  Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C  for God has done marvelous things.   
  

 

 

 

 
      

Prayer of the Day 

 

A  Let us pray,  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

C Free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 4A-5  

Sit 

First Reading                    Isaiah 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, 

Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human 

attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: 

Immanuel, God is with us! 

 
L A reading from Isaiah: 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 

high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah 

said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 

also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 

shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 

 3Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4O LORD| God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 

 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
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 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 

 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 

 

 

Second Reading                  Romans 1:1-7 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle 

divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s 

mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 

 
L A reading from Romans: 
 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, 

who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with 

power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among 

all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 

Christ, 

  7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
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Gospel Reading                 Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the 

family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 

planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne 

a son; and he named him Jesus. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

Children’s Time 

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon 

are welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child 

during the children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

 

 

Message 
Silence for reflection 
 

 

 

Hymn of the Day     The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came     ELW 265 
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Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers 

A  Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 
A   Hear your church, O God, as we pray for all who belong to Jesus Christ. Where the church is 

scorned, preserve it; where the church is privileged, grant it humility.  Guide the faith of our 

bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and 

Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Bethlehem 

Lutheran Church/ Lansing, Pleasantview Church in Dowling; Minister of Music Cindy and 

Pastor Ken.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 
A  Hear your earth, O God, as we pray for its healing and care. Protect the grapevine and the 

mighty cedar, the mountains and seas and all that is in them. Give life, that all life may call on 

your name.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 
A  Hear the nations, O God, as we pray for those who hold power and authority over people and 

lands. Help those who create and uphold good laws and those working to reform what is unjust, 

that the world might better reflect your grace.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, 

including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford 

(Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi 

Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance 

Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).     We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

A   God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages.  From those who 

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old.  We ask you to help us be open 

to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair.  We thank you for our interim 

chair.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 
A  Hear those in need, O God, as we pray for all who face uncertainty: refugees and immigrants, 

those who are imprisoned, and those without work, housing, food, or health care. Bring good 

news to all in need of hope.  We pray especially for  Doris Allerding, Dorothy Bolton, Gary 

Burdick, Penny Burdick, James Colvin, Irene Corr, family of Sharon Curd, Sue Eifler, Mark 
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Furrow, Sue Gibbons, Karl Golnek, Cathy Hallaxs, Delmer Hansen, Carter Howland, Kelly & 

family, Tim Kemper,  Denver Kiersey, Norma Ludlow, Tom Marlow, Purser family, Duane R.,  

Dick Sass, Carol Stewart, Tim Sullivan, Kalie Triick, Bill T., George Ulrich Jr., Pat Wagner, 

Cheryl Wilke, Rusty Wilkins, Cameron, Lynnze, Lisa and Vicky.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
A Hear this community of faith, O God, as we pray for families and friends who gather in this 

season, for travelers and hosts, and for those who will work or serve others this Christmas. Let the 

peace of Emmanuel, God-with-us, shine in every heart.  We lift our hearts to you, 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 
A  Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A   Hear all who mourn, O God, as we remember the lives of our beloved dead. Encourage the 

living to learn from our ancestors in faith as we follow your call. We lift our hearts to you,  

C   Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
P   You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day 

and hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

C   Amen.  

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music              

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.   
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Arise in body or spirit. 

Offertory        Create in Me 

 

 
 

Offering Prayer 

 
A  Let us pray . . . God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. 

C Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son,        

our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with 

the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
Table Prayer 
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P  Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might 

be satisfied by your abundance. 

C  You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with 

manna from heaven.  You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the 

world. 

 
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
P   Remembering, therefore, Christ’s life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his 

coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

C  By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in 

hunger and want. 

 
P    By this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

C  Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

Sit 
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Lamb of God 

 

 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v.5-8)       ELW 257 

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness        ELW 251 

Wait For the Lord            ELW 262 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

 
A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 
A   O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 

blood of your Son. 
C   By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be Christ’s body in the world, that more and more we 

will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

Blessing 

 
P God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you all, 

now and always. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Song         Canticle of the Turning        ELW 723 

 
 

 

Dismissal  

 
A Surrounded by God’s people of every time and place, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am                

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin Traci Wales 

Cantor       Jack Vos Anna Scheck 

Lector       John Burdick Kristi Winick 

Communion Server  Brenda Teegardin Phyllis Lietz  

Acolyte/Crucifer       Mark Anton Volunteer 

Usher       Mark Anton/Volunteer Gary Golnek/Doug Neeb  

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Volunteers Bill and Lorraine Freedlund 

Children’s Church     ~ Kim and Lydia Markwart 

Table Guild       Lisa Golnek 

Bread Maker       Laura Scheck 
 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, December 29, 2019 

                              10:00 am                       

Assisting Minister     Mark Anton 

Cantor       Mark Anton  

Communion Server   Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Volunteer 

Usher       Sandy Mosteller/Gwen Hansen  

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Volunteers 

Children’s Church    Laura Scheck 

Table Guild       Lisa Golnek 

Bread Maker       Laura Scheck 

 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday, December 22  Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

 

Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve Service of Lights 7:00 pm 

        Office Closed 

 

Wednesday, December 25  Office Closed 

  


