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Name Your Wilderness 

Name your wilderness. Do not read on yet. Name it now, this moment. No one else needs to 

describe it for you. It is your wilderness. Aches. Burns. Howls. Shadows. Echoes. Fears. Shames. 

Hungers. Jeers. Memories. Futures. Scars. Catastrophes. Wastes. Falls. These may comprise your 

wilderness. 

In Judea, the wilderness is dusty, dry, rocky, and hot. The land is rugged and steep, dangerous 

and threatening. But it is not a hopeless place. When the wadis, where the rivers run, fill up with 

rainwater, the brown, broiled-crisp hillsides dress in green, and flowers emerge as if scraps of 

rainbows have dappled the earth. In a seemingly desolate place, grace startlingly appears. 

Name your wilderness. 

John the Baptist was in the wilderness. He went there with a message. It takes courage to cry out 

to the occupiers of the wilderness with a vision of hope. He did it with nerve, saying, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

The crowds were there from all regions. It seems they came hoping for hope. Naming their 

wilderness, the crowds found the courage to “repent, for the kingdom of heaven [had] come 

near.” 

“Repent”: John’s persistent refrain in the wilderness. He was “crying out,” the gospel tells us, not 

whimpering or gently prompting. The word repent muscles and presses, carving a new path 

where all the other occupiers leave drought and ruin. The river Jordan flows in the wilderness; in 

its current the Spirit moves, the call “Repent!” carried in its quickening flow. The message is both 

warning and promise. In naming your wilderness, you discover not desolation but opportunity for 

new life. Name your wilderness. See the grace flower and spring into abundance. The one who is 

coming—the embodiment of the kingdom of heaven come near to us—offers repentance and 

grace. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved  

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every 

Sunday.  This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and 

Community Outreach Committees.  Sometimes there are additional questions on the 

back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8, 2019 

 

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for 

the expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected 

way, as the baby Jesus.  The color of the season is 

blue (like the night sky), representing the Christ 

who is called Dayspring (source of day). 
 

 

 
 

 

Pre- Service Music     

Infant Holy    10:45             Clapper Kids 

Behold a New Joy  8:00 & 10:45           Grace Notes 
 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit. 
 

 

Gathering Hymn              Blessed be the God of Israel                      ELW 250 

 

The CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE ADVENT WREATH - Bethlehem Candle   

  

P   With joyful hearts filled with hope, 

C   we delight as the circle of light grows wider in the darkness of winter. 

  

  

A   In this season when we decorate our towns and homes with lights and color, 

C   may we also be busy decorating our hearts as well. 

  

  

P   Let us deck the halls of our hearts with deeds of compassion for the poor, with acts of love and 

service to one another, and with kindness to our friends and strangers. 

C   Let the preparation and decoration of our hearts rival the joyous beauty of our homes 

and cities. 

  

 

  

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pR3UvNTcUgAlNSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzYXRzcTJiBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiNTQ0MDFmN2U0ZDdmOTY0MTExZGE5NTcwZmM2NDIzYwRncG9zAzM3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3F_ad
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 Advent Hymn                          The Advent of our God                     tune ELW 279 

  

                           I                                                                                                     II 
  

The advent of our God we seek,                                                   All glory be to Christ, the Son 

The coming of our Lord.                                                                          who died upon the tree. 

We seek the Lord of Grace who saves:                           All praise to God the One who makes, 

the  Savior - loved - adored.                                                                  creates and made us free. 

We pray for Jesus’ coming                                                                         Sing to the Holy Spirit 

into our world of sin.                                                                            who moves among us still. 

We hope for life, we pray for Christ,                                We hope for life, we pray for Christ, 

our God, who dwells within.                                                                        our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

The RESPONSIVE LITANY of SEEKING 

P  What do you seek? 

C  We look for God’s presence. 

  

A  Where do you seek the coming of God? 

C  We look for God’s presence here in this place. 

  

P  We come seeking the Lord of grace. 

A  We look for God’s gift of love. 
  

Prayer of the Day 

A  Let us pray,  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 

C By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen  

 

Sit 

Special Music     People Look East        Grace Notes 

 

First Reading                    Isaiah 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). 

Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to 

harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 
L A reading from Isaiah: 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  3His delight shall be in the 

fear of the LORD.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but 

with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he 
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shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 

wicked.  5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 

the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 

shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  8The nursing child shall play over 

the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  9They will not hurt 

or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 

waters cover the sea.  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 

nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

L   The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm – 72:1-7, 18-19 
 

1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
2that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R  
5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 

7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
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18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 

  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen  R 
 

 

Second Reading                  Romans 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has 

welcomed them into God’s family. 
 
L A reading from Romans: 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 

by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so 

that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I tell 

you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that 

he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 10and again he 

says,  “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again,  “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and 

let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says,  “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who 

rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  13May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
L   The Word of the Lord.  
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation    
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Gospel Reading                 Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways 

and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
 

P   The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C    Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 

said,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’ ” 
 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 

the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 
 
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do 

not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 

from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 

I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 

the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Children’s Time 

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon 

are welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child 

during the children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

Message 
Silence for reflection 
 

Hymn of the Day       He Came Down        ELW 253 
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Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers 

A  Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A   God of promise, your reign has come near. Call your people to the way of repentance and 

inspire your church to bear fruit in the world through acts of faithful service.  Embolden your church 

to take up the cross against the powers of oppression and death, and guide the faith of our bishops 

and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, St. John Lutheran 

Church/ Lake City, Nashville Peace United Methodist Church; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor 

Ken.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

A  God of creation, we pray for the wolf and the lamb, the lion and the calf, and all species whose 

lives are intertwined. Repair and preserve that all life on earth may be sustained.  We lift our hearts 

to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

A  God of the nations, teach those with power and privilege to serve the vulnerable. Give to all 

leaders wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, and a heart of compassion for the world you 

so love. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including  Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), 

Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, 

Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady 

Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt 

(Schrieners, Halsteads).     We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

A   God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages.  From those who 

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old.  We ask you to help us be open 

to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair.  We thank you for our interim 

chair.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C   Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

A  God of the poor, set tables of abundance in all places where hands are empty, where stomachs 

ache with hunger, and where hearts and minds suffer pain. Feed and heal all who are in need. We 

pray especially for  Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, James Colvin, Irene Corr, family of Sharon 

Curd, Mark Furrow, Karl Golnek, Cathy Hallaxs, Delmer Hansen, Norma Ludlow, Tom Marlow, 

Purser family, Dick Sass, Kalie Triick, George Ulrich Jr., Pat Wagner, Rusty Wilkins, Cameron, 

Lynnze, Lisa and Vicky.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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A  God of hope, renew in your people all joy and peace in believing, especially those facing 

anxiety, depression, or alienation. Guide this community of faith to welcome one another, just as 

Christ has welcomed us.  We lift our hearts to you, 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

A   Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the 

silence of our hearts.  

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
A   God of eternal life, you promise to take away our sin and gather us in your care forever. We 

give thanks for those who now rest from their labors on earth, freed from pain and the power of 

death.  We lift our hearts to you,  

C   Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P   You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and 

hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

C   Amen.  

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music              

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning.   

 

Noisy Offering:  We raise up praise and Thanksgiving for the gifts offered in this bowl today serving the 

needs of Barry County Cares. 

 

 

Bring A Touch, Jeanette Isabella 8:00        Grace Notes 

He Is Born  10:45            Clapper Kids 
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Arise in body or spirit. 

 

Offertory        Create in Me 

 

 
 

 

Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. 

C Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son,        

our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You comforted your people with 

the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 

comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Table Prayer 

 

P  Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might 

be satisfied by your abundance. 

C  You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with 

manna from heaven.  You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the 

world. 

 
P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 
P   Remembering, therefore, Christ’s life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his 

coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

C  By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in 

hunger and want. 

 
P    By this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

C  Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

Sit 
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Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who come with 

open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a common cup by the Assisting Minister. 

If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 If you prefer wine from the pouring chalice in an individual cup, take an empty cup from the tray and 

have it filled by the Worship Assistant.   Return the individual chalice/cup to the basket provided. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the usher. 
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Lo, how a Rose e’er Blooming         ELW 272 

The King Shall Come           ELW 260 

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love        ELW 708 

 

Sending of Communion (only if needed) 

A Gracious God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, you give new life through bread and wine:  

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 

blood of your Son. 
C   By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be Christ’s body in the world, that more and more we 

will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

Blessing 

P God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you all, 

now and always. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Song           People, Look East        ELW 248 
 

 

Dismissal  

A Surrounded by God’s people of every time and place, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  Students and adults are invited to come up for a closer look at the bells & chimes during the 

Postlude song.  Your participation is encouraged and welcomed. 

 

Away in a Manger 8:00            Grace Notes 

Deck the Halls  10:45            Clapper Kids 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am                

Assisting Minister     Chris Bush Mark Anton 

Cantor       Pastor Ken Mark Anton 

Lector       Jack Vos Carol Morgan 

Communion Server  Brenda Teegardin Sandy Mosteller  

Acolyte/Crucifer       Volunteer Volunteer 

Usher       John Burdick / Kay Marsh Ed Domke / Sandy Mosteller  

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Jack & Carol Vos Doug Neeb 

Children’s Church     ~ Shayna Gibbons 

Table Guild       Lisa Golnek 

Bread Maker       Laura Scheck 
 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, December 15, 2019 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am                

Assisting Minister     Chris Bush Vickey Argo 

Cantor       Jack Vos Kate Watson 

Lector       Chris Bush ~~~ 

Communion Server  Jan Schreiner Mark Anton  

Acolyte/Crucifer       Mark Anton Lexie Watson 

Usher       Dave Neeb / Kay Marsh Mark Anton /Joe Longcor  

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Lyle & Joyce Proksch (Greeter only) Kleinbrinks 

Children’s Church     ~ ~~~ 

Table Guild       Lisa Golnek 

Bread Maker       Laura Scheck 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday, December 8  Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

       Church School 10:45 am 

       Nursery Available both services 

Monday, December 9  Outreach Mtg 4:30 pm 

Tuesday, December 10  BOG Christmas Night Out 6 pm 

       Flute Choir 7 pm 

Wednesday, December 11 Advent Meal 6 pm; Special Music/ Bell Choir 6:50 pm 

       Prayer Service 7:00 pm 

Thursday, December 12 Youth Bell Celebration 3:45 – 5 pm 

Holly Trolley  5 – 8 pm 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  67     Weekly Giving:  $3,345.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  
 

Noisy Offering today! 
 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Romans today.  Come join us in the conference 

room at 9:30 am.  
 

Outreach Mtg. tomorrow at 4:30 pm. 
 

Calling all men to join us for our annual B.O.G. Christmas Dinner Night Out on Tuesday, 

December 10th at 6:00 pm.  Where?  Yankee Bill’s Saloon (formerly Blarney Stone).  Be sure to 

see the sign up sheet in the gathering area.  Hope to see a lot of you there! 
 

Wednesday Advent Service on December 11th.  There will be tacos for dinner provided by Amy 

Poholski.  The Bell Choir will perform.  Our meal will begin at 6:00 with the proceeds going to the 

AED and CPR training materials.  Our theme for worship this Wednesday is on Healing Light.   

On Wednesday December 18th, the Outreach Committee will provide a dinner of homemade soups, 

breads, cheese & crackers with dessert.  The proceeds will go toward Family Promise.  Buddy and 

Bows will perform that night.  Our theme for worship on that Wednesday will be Eternal Light. 
 

Intergenerational Christmas Program is next Sunday at the 10:45 am worship time.  3rd Sunday 

in ADVENT worship will be at 8:00 am.  After the Intergenerational Christmas Program, there will 

be a Birthday Party for Jesus.  Please sign up for the meal.  
 

Christmas Family Adoption – Gifts and Christmas dinner boxes.     We plan to adopt 6 families this 

year (18 children total).  Gift boards are set up in the gathering area with tags for each child (2 gifts 

each) and instructions for returning gifts to the church. 
 

Holly Trolley – Thurs., Dec. 12, 5:00-8:00 PM    We will again be handing out hot cocoa and cookies 

to people waiting to board the Holly Trolley on the evening of December 12.  Sign-up sheets are posted 

for donations of cookies (about 12 dozen needed) and volunteers to serve or transport items from the 

church to the courthouse lawn. 
 

Women of Faith – Mark your calendars! We are having our December gathering at Applebee’s on 

Tuesday, December 17th at 1:00 pm. Please put your name on the sign up sheet in the gathering area for 

a table count. 
 

Cindy Olson is our mutual ministry contact for the week, please use the following cell phone number 

to reach her or leave a message:  517.242.3725. 
 

Nursery Now Available!  Grace now has a Nursery Attendant for your children during both worship 

services.  We are pleased to welcome Heather Albright to our staff for the loving care of God’s young 

ones! 

 

 


