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The Gift That Keeps Giving 

Have you ever received a gift that just keeps on giving? Sloganeers love to invoke this phrase in 

advertisements to entice gift givers with the promise of a gift so good that it will unleash its 

original sense of excitement long-term. In most cases we can spot the sales pitch, but in other 

cases we may have received gifts we cherish so much that they truly do feel like they “keep on 

giving.” It might be a cozy sweater you’ve worn until it’s pilled and tattered, or a painting you 

look at every day, given to you by a friend. Maybe it’s a tool or appliance that has never ceased to 

amaze you with its versatility, or a book you’ve read multiple times and can’t stop talking about. 

Today’s gospel describes the gift of Jesus—his life, his work, his words, and his actions for us 

and for our salvation. “From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace,” the gospel 

writer gushes (John 1:16). These words flow from the witness of those who followed Jesus and 

experienced his presence as a gift that never stopped giving. As the disciples watched him 

transform the lives of person after person and community after community, they experienced ever 

new wonders at his side. The Gospel of John aims to pass the fullness of all these gifts to other 

communities, places, and times so that the grace made known in Christ may never stop giving. 

As you gather in Christian community today, you are invited to participate in the collective 

witness of the church—in words shared, hymns sung, prayers lifted up, bread broken, wine 

poured, and the declaration of the mystery of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. Today the 

presence of Jesus Christ continues to give, pouring out grace upon grace on all those gathered, so 

that this assembly might also become Christ’s witnesses in the world. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved 
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Epiphany of Our Lord 
January 5, 2020 

The season of Epiphany begins January 6th (the 12th day after Christmas) and marks the revelation of the 

baby Jesus as the Son of God.  The Epiphany season, therefore, celebrates the spread of the Good News 

from its source in the Jewish community to all nations on earth.  The color is green, for growth, as 

Scripture texts explore the mission of the church in the world. 

 

 
Pre- Service Music   

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Arise in body or spirit 

 

Gathering Hymn      We Three Kings (stanzas 1-3)    WOV 646 (blue book) 

 

 

Greeting 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise      O, Morning Star (stanzas 1 & 2)    ELW 308 (red book) 

          

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A   Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word 

C  By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   Amen.   
Sit 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                    Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her, because the light of God’s presence is in 

her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to 

Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.   

   

L A reading from Isaiah: 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 

you, and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall 

come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  5Then you shall 

see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 

brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  6A multitude of camels shall cover 

you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring 

gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 

 

 

 

Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 

 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 

 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
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  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 

  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. R 

 11May all kings bow | down before him, 

  and all the nations | do him service. 

 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 

  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 

 13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 

  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 

  and precious is their blood | in his sight  R 
 

 

 

 

Second Reading                  Ephesians 3:1-12 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul 

and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

 

A A reading from Ephesians: 

 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for 

surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and 

how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a 

reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In 

former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 

members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me 

by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 

to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone 

see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that 

through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he 

has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and 

confidence through faith in him. 
L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 
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Arise in body or spirit 

 

Gospel Acclamation   This Little Light of Mine      ELW 677 
         (stanzas 1 & 2) 

Gospel Reading                    Matthew 2:1-12 
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a 

faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 

seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 

had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Gospel Response    This Little Light of Mine       ELW 677 
         (stanza 3) 

 

Message 

Silence for reflection 

Arise in body or spirit 

 



WE ARE PREPARED TO BE . . .  EL-7 

 

 

Song of the Day      The First Noel          ELW 300 
 

 

 

Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers   

A  Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 
A brief silence. 

A   Holy God, you make your presence known to the church in every land. Give to us a desire 

and will to support the diverse work of the church throughout the world.   Empower and 

guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, 

including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants Chrysanne, David and Roseanne;our 

synod companion churches, Redeemer Church of Lansing; Prairieville Bible Church of 

Delton;  Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Radiant God,  
C  let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  Generous Creator, in you all things came into being and without you not one thing exists. We 

praise you for the snow and rain that water the earth. Move us to care for the well-being of the 

work of your hands.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

      
A  Savior of the nations, you gather in your care people of every age and ability, from lands near 

and far. Inspire the leaders of the nations to work for peace within their countries and in all the 

world.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military: Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker 

Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, 

Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady 

Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia 

Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).     Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  Saving God, provide for your people who begin this new year in need. Grant shelter to those 

who are homeless, comfort to all who are lonely, and a strong sense of your presence to those 

who are sick, including  James Colvin, Irene Corr, Kay Corrigan, Karl Golnek, Delmer 

Hansen, Mike, Phyllis, Lee and Rene Hoppe, Gale Morway, Anna Page, Mike Shoemaker, 

George Ulrich, Jr., Darlene Umbarger, Dorothy Woods, family of Shirley Blakely, family of 

Charie Dennis, family of Taylor Clark, Cameron, Vickey, Bill, Lisa, Lynnze, David.Give us 

hope in the promise of new life where pain and suffering will be no more.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 
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A  God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages.  From those who 

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old.  We ask you to help us be 

open to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair.  We thank you for our 

interim chair.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

 

A  Word of truth, your good news of salvation is proclaimed among us. Bless all who proclaim 

your word in this community, especially teachers, pastors, deacons, musicians, and lectors.    

Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  Along with all the saints, form us into a holy and loving community in which people can find 

abundant compassion and peace. Through us bring others into your unbreakable covenant. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  Gracious One, your light shines in the darkness and it is not overcome. We thank you for the 

witnesses who have testified to your light. May their lives continue to inspire us.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

P   Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

 
Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music    

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning 

 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

Offering Song     O, Morning Star  (stanzas 3 & 4)      ELW 308 
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

C You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

Great Thanksgiving 

   
 
 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 

of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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Table Prayer 

 
P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

C Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes 

and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 
P   Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

C We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his 

coming.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  Let your Word take flesh 

in us.  Awaken your people. 

C  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P  We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light 

and life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
Sit  

 

 
 

 

Lamb of God     O, Morning Star  (stanzas 5 & 6)      ELW 308 

 

   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light     ELW 815 

   Come, Beloved of the Maker        ELW 306 

 

Sending of Communion 

A Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 

receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body 

and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen. 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 

C   You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we  

tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. Amen. 
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Mission Minutes 

 

 

 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

Blessing 

P   The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and 

the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song         We Three Kings (stanzas 4-5)     WOV 646 
         

 

Dismissal  

A  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward 

to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf 

to use for waving and dancing.  
 



WE ARE PREPARED TO BE . . .  EL-14 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am              

Assisting Minister     Chris Bush Vickey Argo 

Cantor       Jack Vos Vickey Argo 

Lector       Carol Vos Sandy Mosteller 

Communion Server  Jan Schreiner Laura Scheck  

Acolyte/Crucifer        

Usher       Tom & Cheryl Drumm Joe Longcor / Gwen Hansen  

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Tom & Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright / Jeanette Markwart 

Children’s Church     ~ Laura Scheck 

Table Guild       Vickey Argo 

Bread Maker       Laura Scheck 
 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, January 12, 2020 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am              

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin  Mark Anton 

Cantor       Pastor Ken Mark Anton  

Lector       Jack Vos Gwen Hansen 

Communion Server   Brenda Teegardin Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer       Mark Anton Lance Ogden 

Usher       John Burdick/Kay Marsh Ed Domke / Doug Neeb  

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Jack & Carol Vos Volunteers 

Children’s Church    ~ Traci Wales 

Table Guild       Vickey Argo 

Bread Maker       Laura Scheck 

  

Week at a Glance 

Sunday, January 5   Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

 

Monday, January 6  Social Activities Mtg 5:00 pm 

 

Tuesday, January 7  Executive Mtg 6:00 pm 

  



WE ARE PREPARED TO BE . . .  EL-16 

 

Stewardship Information 
Worshippers (24th) 142  (29th) 53     Weekly Giving:  $9,924.00     Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  

 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Romans today.  Come join us in the conference 

room at 9:30 am. 

 

Social Activities Mtg tomorrow at 5:00 pm. 

 

Executive Mtg Tuesday at 6:00 pm. 

 

Congregational Care Mtg. on Monday, January 13th at 3:00 pm. 

 

Outreach Mtg on Monday, January 13th at 4:30 pm. 

 

BOG Mtg on Tuesday, January 14th at 7:00 pm. 

 

Clyde Watson is our mutual ministry contact for the week, please use the following cell phone 

number to reach him or leave a message:  269.953.4928. 

 

Nursery Now Available!  Grace now has a Nursery Attendant for your children during both 

worship services.  We are pleased to welcome Heather Albright to our staff for the loving care of 

God’s young ones!  Keep inviting young families to come and share in God’s love. 

 

Bells and Chimes will ring at Woodlawn Meadows Retirement Village on Thursday, January 9th 

from 6:15 pm to 7:00 pm in the Assisted Living Dining Area.  Come and enjoy with us! 

 

The Social Activities Committee will be hosting a Movie Night, celebrating Chinese New Year, 

on January 25, 2020 (snow date is February 1st).  Everyone is invited - sign up on the sheet posted 

in Gathering Area so we can plan for food needed. The adult film to be shown is "Breakthrough" 

and the children's film will  be "Nanny McPhee".  Food  served  at  6:30 pm and movies start at 7 

pm. 

 

Calling youth of all ages!  The Youth and Family Committee is having an intergenerational servant 

event.  We are hoping our “older” children will help “younger” children make Tie Blankets.  We 

invite you to join us in cutting fabric and tying knots, after the second service on January 26, 2020.  

 

Did you know?  Youth are going to attend the Youth Gathering 2020-21 in Minnesota.  Fund 

raising will be going on over the next year to financially sponsor them for this important event! 
 

Did you know that you can recycle your worship folder?  If you would like place it on the 

back bookshelf it will be recycled. 
 


