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Presentation of Our Lord 
February 2, 2020 

The season of Epiphany has begun and marks the revelation of the baby Jesus as the Son of God.  The 

Epiphany season, therefore, celebrates the spread of the Good News from its source in the Jewish community 

to all nations on earth.  The color is green, for growth, as Scripture texts explore the mission of the church 

in the world. 

 

 
Pre- Service Music – Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 
 

Gathering Hymn      I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  ELW 815 (red book) 
 

Greeting 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise      Now the Feast and Celebration       

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Prayer of the Day 

A   Let us pray . . . Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day 

in the temple. 

C May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our 

great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen.   
Sit 

First Reading                    Malachi 3:1-4 
 This reading concludes a larger section (2:17—3:5) in which the prophet speaks of the coming of the God 

of justice. Malachi looks for that day when the wondrous power of God will purify the priestly descendents 

of Levi who minister in the temple at Jerusalem. 

   

L A reading from Malachi: 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, 

he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 

stand when he appears?  

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 

present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet, 
C A light to our path.  
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Psalm 84 
1How dear to me | is your dwelling, 

  O | LORD of hosts! 
2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay her young, 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king | and my God. 
4Happy are they who dwell | in your house! 

  They will always be | praising you. R 
5Happy are the people whose strength | is in you, 

  whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way. 
6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs, 

  for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water. 
7They will climb from | height to height, 

  and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion. 
8LORD God of hosts, | hear my prayer; 

  give ear, O | God of Jacob. R 
9Behold our defend- | er, O God; 

  and look upon the face of | your anointed. 
10For one day in your courts is better than a | thousand elsewhere.  I would rather stand at the 

 threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the tents | of the wicked. 
11For the LORD God is both sun and shield, bestowing | grace and glory; 

  no good thing will the LORD withhold from those who walk | with integrity. 
12O | LORD of hosts, 

  happy are they who put their | trust in you  R 
 

 

 

Second Reading                  Hebrews 2:14-18 
Jesus shared human nature fully so that his death might be for all humans a liberation from slavery to 

death’s power. Here the writer uses the image of priestly service in the temple as a way of describing the 

life and saving death of the Lord Jesus. He is the high priest who offers his life on behalf of his brothers 

and sisters. 
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A A reading from Hebrews: 
14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared the same 

things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he 

did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like 

his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 

the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself 

was tested by what he suffered he is able to help those who are being tested.  
L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

Gospel Verse 

 

Gospel Reading                  Luke 2:22-40 
This story is a study in contrasts: the infant Jesus with the aged prophets; the joy of birth with the ominous 

words of Simeon to Mary; the faithful fulfilling of the law with the presentation of the one who will release 

its hold over us. Through it all, we see the light of God’s salvation revealed to the world..  
 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] 

brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the 

Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a 

sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.” 

  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
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devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms 

and praised God, saying, 

 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the 

age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night 

and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 

who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 

to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 

favor of God was upon him.  
P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

 

 

Message 

Silence for reflection 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Song of the Day      In His Temple Now Behold Him     ELW 417 
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Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers   

A  Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, and all 

who long to hear God’s voice. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
A   Almighty God, you grant wisdom to our elders in every land and generation. Give senior 

citizens boldness to share the faith and a spirit of curiosity and joy to continue learning as 

your disciples. Guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your 

church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod 

companion churches, Trinity Lutheran, Manton; St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Hastings; 

Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Radiant God,  
C  let your light shine upon us. 
 

A  Everlasting God, you provide beauty and warmth in sun, moon, stars, and fire, and you give us 

abundant gifts of water, land, and air. Break our patterns of overusing resources across the 

world so that all experience your beautiful creation.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 
 

A  Creating God, thank you for your daily presence in our community and throughout the world. 

Inspire leaders with your strength and wisdom, that all communities may be safe places for 

children, adults, seniors, infants, and youth.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military:  

Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan 

Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), 

Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and 

Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).    Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 
 

A Incarnate God, thank you for being born among us and experiencing human pain and sorrow. 

Bring wholeness to all who live with chronic illness and rest your Spirit on those who are near 

death. Strengthen the sick and bless those who care for them, including, Betty Baarnart, Gail 

Benedict, Walter Brown, Lydia Cole,  James Colvin, Irene Corr, Kay Corrigan, Sue Eifler, 

Robin Frost, Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Phyllis Hoppe, Lee Hoppe, Rene 

Hoppe, Gale Morway, Corrina Palmer, Anna Page, Dick Sass, George Ulrich Jr., Cheryl 

Wilke, Betsy Wuebbker, Vicky, Cameron, and Felix.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 
 

A  God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages.  From those who 

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old.  We ask you to help us be 

open to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair.  We thank you for our 

interim chair.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 
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A  Merciful God, you encourage us through strong communities of faith. Open our hearts and 

minds to new people and ideas. Bless our vibrant traditions that bring life and hope.  Here us 

now as we lift our individual prayers that are spoken aloud or in the silence of our hearts. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
A  God of hope, thank you for the saints who have gone before us. Keep us faithful in service to 

you until we are one with all the faithful departed. Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

P   We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music    

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning 

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

Offering Song     As the Grains of Wheat        ELW 465 
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

C You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 
Arise in body or spirit 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 
 
 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 

of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table Prayer 

 
P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

C Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes 

and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 
P   Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 
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P With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith.  Christ has 

died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Congregation: 

 
 
P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming.  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
P   Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  Let your Word take flesh 

in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Amen.  

Come, Holy Spirit.  Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P   All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P In confidence, let us pray in the words of our Savior gave us: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P  We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light 

and life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
Sit  
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Lamb of God      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether        ELW 470 

   What Child is This?          ELW 296 

   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence       ELW 490 
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Sending of Communion (if needed) 

A Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 

receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body 

and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

A   O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 

C   You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we  

tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

Blessing 

P   The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and 

the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song         Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     ELW 631 
         

Dismissal  

A  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Everyday Salvation 

Hope for more, every day! God’s living, loving presence comes fresh every morning to save you 

from all that crushes your spirit and steals your joy. God is a saving God, always and in every 

circumstance. The Loving Mystery invites us to wake each day with a living hope that we will see 

salvation this very day, no matter what else is happening. 

Simeon goes to the temple hoping to see the fulfillment of God’s promise. He wants to hold it in 

his hands and feel it in his heart. He hungers to be lifted into joy so he can live and die in peace, 

knowing God’s faithful love. Holding the infant Jesus, he gazes into the light of God’s loving 

presence and knows the salvation God intends for all people. For us. 

Every day is a day of salvation. The living, loving presence of the one whom Anna praised and 

Simeon held comes to us too, in everything that gives life, and in every beauty, every joy, and 

every moment that awakens love in our hearts. God is faithful love, present in each moment of 

our living, and longing for us to open our eyes to see and our hearts to receive the salvation and 

love that are always ours. 

Our circumstances may be wonderful or laced with loss and sorrow. Either way, we experience 

salvation each time our minds and hearts awaken to Love’s presence, making us whole and 

complete. 

Much of the time, we are sleepwalkers, living in a trance. Hypnotized by the details of daily life, 

we neither seek nor hope to see the exquisite Presence who is always there. Still, God comes to 

us, revealed in every love and every word of peace and promise so we, like Simeon, may see the 

face of salvation. 

Hope for more! Our faithful God comes to save us, every day. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am              

Assisting Minister     Chris Bush Mark Anton 

Cantor       Jack Vos Mark Anton  

Lector       Carol Vos Carol Morgan 

Communion Server   Jan Schreiner Laura Scheck 

Acolyte/Crucifer         

Usher       Tom and Cheryl Drumm Joe Longcor/Gwen Hansen 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Tom and Cheryl Drumm Eve Wright/ Jeanette Markwart 

Children’s Church    ~ Kim & Lydia Markwart 

Table Guild       Vickey Argo & Jane Secor 

Bread Maker       Gwen Hansen 
 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, February 9, 2020 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am              

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin Anna Scheck 

Cantor       Pastor Ken  Vickey Argo  

Lector       Jack Vos Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server   Brenda Teegardin Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Lance Ogden 

Usher       John Burdick/ Kay Marsh Ed Domke / Doug Neeb 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Jack and Carol Vos Volunteers 

Children’s Church    ~ Traci Wales 

Table Guild       Vickey Argo & Jane Secor 

Bread Maker       Gwen Hansen 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday, February 2  Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

        Nursery available both services 

       Souper Bowl Sunday Chili Cookoff 

       Worship Committee Mtg following lunch 

Monday, February 3  Social Activities Mtg. 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 4  Executive Mtg. 6:00 p.m. 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:    75    Weekly Giving:  $5,354.00       Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  

 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Romans today.  Come join us in the conference 

room at 9:30 am. 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday – Today 

Join us today for a Souper Bowl Sunday Chili Cookoff after second service!  We have set up 

donation buckets for members to “vote” for their favorite team playing in this year’s NFL Super 

Bowl.  All proceeds will be donated to the ELCA World Hunger Relief program. 

 

Worship Committee Mtg. following the Chili Luncheon. 

 

Social Activities Mtg. tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Executive Mtg on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Noisy Offering collected next Sunday for Barry County Cares. 

 

Pastor Ken is our mutual ministry contact for the week, please use the following cell phone number 

to reach him or leave a message:  269.370.4632. 

 

Nursery Now Available!  Grace now has a Nursery Attendant for your children during both 

worship services.  We are pleased to welcome Heather Albright to our staff for the loving care of 

God’s young ones!  Keep inviting young families to come and share in God’s love. 

 

Did you know?  Youth are going to attend the Youth Gathering 2020-21 in Minnesota.  Fund 

raising will be going on over the next year to financially sponsor them for this important event! 

 

Coming Soon!  Pasty sales will be back in March, so clean out your freezer and make room for 

them. Look for details as we get closer. 

 

Check your mailboxes for the February edition of the GraceGram. 

 

Coming in February:  AED Training class as well as new CPR classes.  Refresh your lifesaving 

skills or come for the first time. 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 26. 
 

 

Did you know that you can recycle your worship folder?  If you would like place it on the back 

bookshelf it will be recycled. 


