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Your Will Be Done 
Your Will Be Done is our Lenten theme we will be using on Wednesdays here at Grace 
Lutheran Church.  Come and join us as we explore our faith in doing Godôs will in our 
lives.  Our themes for each week are as follows.   

!ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ       ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нсΣ нлнл        aŀǊŎƘ пΣ нлнл 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ             ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 

aŀǊŎƘ мм нлнл        aŀǊŎƘ му нлнл 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ             ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 

aŀǊŎƘ нр нлнл        !ǇǊƛƭ м нлнл 



²Ŝ ŀǊŜ tw9t!w95 ¢h .9 Φ Φ Φ 

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.                                                                    Matthew 5:14-16 

 
As I was praying about what I should write about, I thought of the state of Grace Lutheran Church, Hastings, Michigan.  
Many topics came up from this time of prayer.  One of them was our connection to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America.  I thought surely there is more than our mistrust with the larger church telling us what to do and what to be, 
especially (for now) being a Sanctuary Denomination. 
 

So, I hope with the Sanctuary Denomination statement I have not lost you already.  Listed are the five goals and an     
action statement for each goal from the ELCA. 
 

GOAL ONE: A THRIVING CHURCH  
A thriving church spreading the gospel and deepening faith for all. 
 

GOAL TWO: AN EQUIPPING CHURCH  
A church equipping people for their baptismal vocations in the world and this church. 
 

GOAL THREE: A WELCOMING CHURCH  
An inviting and welcoming church that reflects and embraces the diversity of our communities and the gifts and          
opportunities that diversity brings. 
 

GOAL FOUR: A VISIBLE CHURCH  
A visible church deeply committed to working ecumenically and with other people of faith for justice, peace and         
reconciliation in communities and around the world. 
 

GOAL FIVE: A WELL -GOVERNED, CONNECTED AND SUSTAINABLE CHURCH  
A well-governed, connected and sustainable church. 
 

Do these goals sound familiar?  They are very similar to goals that have been operating Grace Lutheran Church for some 
time.  There really isnõt much difference between Grace Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in   
America. 
 

The last goal has me worried about our community of faith.  We have a well-governed congregation.  I know we have 
connections, yet almost in every relationship we could use a boost in being Christ one to another.  We have brokenness, 
and we need to support and love one another.  As I have preached at least three times here at Grace, I question, òAre we 
sustainable?ó  Ever since I have come to Grace, the church has been deficit spending.  We have spent MORE money 
than we have brought in.  Of course, we can change this situation.  I have increased my giving to the ministry here at 
Grace Lutheran Church.  I ask you to do the same.  The church budget does not have a lot of wiggle room.  Please 
prayerfully consider increasing your gift to the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ here at Grace Lutheran Church.    
 

"Christians live not in themselves, but in Christ and in their neighbor.       
Otherwise they are not Christians. They live in Christ through faith, in their 
neighbor through love." 
Martin Luther from The Freedom of a Christian. 
 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Ken Scheck II +  
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Dear Friends at Grace Lutheran 

Church 

I am so thankful for all the ways you have 

supported the work of Family Promise!  

Your support is making a difference in this 

community.   

Praying that you all are richly blessed this 

Christmas Seasonȼ 

Martha Gibbons 

/tw ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΥ 
! ƴŜǿ /tw ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǘ DǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 

ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƻǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ       

ƭƛŦŜ-ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΗ 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нмǎǘ     bƻƻƴ ǘƻ у ǇƳ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ннƴŘ      ф ŀƳ ǘƻ н ǇƳ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YƛƳ 5ƻƳƪŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ     

ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 

ά{h¦t9wές.h²[ {¦b5!¸  

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōΦ нƴŘΣ ǘǿƻ bC[ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƴŎŜ [ƻƳōŀǊŘƛ 

¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмф 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƎƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴ        

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ       

/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ {ƻǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥпр 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ   

±ƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ōȅ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǇ 

ƧŀǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƴǎέ ƧŀǊΦ  !ƭƭ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9[/! ²ƻǊƭŘ IǳƴƎŜǊ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ  {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ   

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǇǎΣ 

ōǊŜŀŘǎΣ ǎŀƭŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 

/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ   
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Pasty Sale will be held on Saturday, March 21st.  

The work sheets and sale sheets are up in the coffee area.   Sign-up 

where/as you are able.   

Cost:        $6.00 Unbaked        $7.00 Baked  

If you have any questions, please contact Joe Longcor at Grace or leave 

a message at 269-623-2348.  Thanks for all each of you do to support 

Grace's works. 

   Blessings...Joe 

5ƛŘƧŀ YƴƻǿΦΦΚ 

Ý ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊǇŜǝƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ 5hb9Η  ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

ǊƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎŀǊǇŜǘΦ  

hƪŀȅΣ ƻƪŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛǎǝŜǎ όǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǇŀŎŜύ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ 

ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜ-ŎŀǊǇŜǝƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ   

ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 

ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƅƻƻǊǎΗ 

Ý DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ǎŎǊŀǇōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƭōǳƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǎŎŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŬƭŜǎ όǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ         

ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘΗύ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ƳƻǊŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳƭƭ        

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƭƛŘŜǎƘƻǿǎ όƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ трǘƘ            

!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴύΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎŜǩƴƎ 

ǳǇ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŬƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΗ 

5 Cardinal Rules for Life 

§ Make peace with your past so it 
wonõt disturb your present. 

§ What other people think of you is 
none of your business. 

§ Time heals almost everything.  Give 
it time. 

§ No one is in charge of your happi-
ness except you. 

§ Donõt compare your life to others 
and donõt judge them.  You have no 
idea what their journey is all about. 
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Presidentôs Ponderings (Chris Bush) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

I recently re-watched the Frontline program, ñFrom Jesus to Christ ï The First Christians.ò  In four          

episodes, various theologians discussed the history of Jesusô time, Paulôs letters to the early Church, why 

the four Gospel-writers of the New Testament related the Good News as each of them did, and the birth 

pangs and growing pains of early Christianity.  I have a companion book thatôs the same name as the  

program, written by one of the theologians interviewed, which Iôll dive into again and finish this time (at 

least the bookmark still in the book indicated that I was not quite done). 

 

This educational and spiritual journey has led me to some questions:  when do we ñfigure it all out?ò  

When do we finally have faith and our knowledge of God ñrightò?  Do we ever get it figured out??  Is there 

someone out there who knows all the answers, because I sure donôt!  I think back to what my faith was 

like back when I was a child, when I was in college, heck, even before I 

watched this program.  It has not been a stationary faith, nor has the journey 

been straight and level.  Rather, my spiritual growth has been dynamic,         

impacted not only by hearing sermons, reading discussions, and watching   

documentaries, but also guided by the Spirit through interactions with others on 

their journeys. I am thankful for the intersections in life, when roads converge 

and even when they diverge, the scenery, the highways and the back roads.     

I am thankful for the journey. 

 

Do you have an artistic eye? 
Pastor  Ken  invites  you  to  be  part  of  the  

Worship Art Design Team. 
This team decorates the sanctuary. 
If you are interested, you can 
contact any Worship 
Committee  
member.  


