
 

Deadline for the        
March GraceGram is 
February 17, 2020.  

 

Send your articles to 
Wendy Kimble at: 

parishadmin@grace-
hastings.org 

february 2020 

GraceGram 
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . . 

LENT BEGINS 
Wednesday, 

February 26th 
 

Have you ever thought 

of Lent as a yearly    

second chance? Each 

year the Church gives us 

six weeks to take a 

long, loving look at our 

lives to see if our values 

and  priorities are in line 

with God’s desires for 

us.  

We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

Your Will Be Done 
Your Will Be Done is our Lenten theme we will be using on Wednesdays here at Grace 
Lutheran Church.  Come and join us as we explore our faith in doing God’s will in our 
lives.  Our themes for each week are as follows.   

Ash Wednesday,       Wednesday, 

February 26, 2020        March 4, 2020 

Wednesday,             Wednesday, 

March 11 2020        March 18 2020 

Wednesday,             Wednesday, 

March 25 2020        April 1 2020 



We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.                                                                    Matthew 5:14-16 

 
As I was praying about what I should write about, I thought of the state of Grace Lutheran Church, Hastings, Michigan.  
Many topics came up from this time of prayer.  One of them was our connection to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America.  I thought surely there is more than our mistrust with the larger church telling us what to do and what to be, 
especially (for now) being a Sanctuary Denomination. 
 

So, I hope with the Sanctuary Denomination statement I have not lost you already.  Listed are the five goals and an     
action statement for each goal from the ELCA. 
 

GOAL ONE: A THRIVING CHURCH 
A thriving church spreading the gospel and deepening faith for all. 
 

GOAL TWO: AN EQUIPPING CHURCH 
A church equipping people for their baptismal vocations in the world and this church. 
 

GOAL THREE: A WELCOMING CHURCH 
An inviting and welcoming church that reflects and embraces the diversity of our communities and the gifts and          
opportunities that diversity brings. 
 

GOAL FOUR: A VISIBLE CHURCH 
A visible church deeply committed to working ecumenically and with other people of faith for justice, peace and         
reconciliation in communities and around the world. 
 

GOAL FIVE: A WELL-GOVERNED, CONNECTED AND SUSTAINABLE CHURCH 
A well-governed, connected and sustainable church. 
 

Do these goals sound familiar?  They are very similar to goals that have been operating Grace Lutheran Church for some 
time.  There really isn’t much difference between Grace Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in   
America. 
 

The last goal has me worried about our community of faith.  We have a well-governed congregation.  I know we have 
connections, yet almost in every relationship we could use a boost in being Christ one to another.  We have brokenness, 
and we need to support and love one another.  As I have preached at least three times here at Grace, I question, “Are we 
sustainable?”  Ever since I have come to Grace, the church has been deficit spending.  We have spent MORE money 
than we have brought in.  Of course, we can change this situation.  I have increased my giving to the ministry here at 
Grace Lutheran Church.  I ask you to do the same.  The church budget does not have a lot of wiggle room.  Please 
prayerfully consider increasing your gift to the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ here at Grace Lutheran Church.    
 

"Christians live not in themselves, but in Christ and in their neighbor.       
Otherwise they are not Christians. They live in Christ through faith, in their 
neighbor through love." 
Martin Luther from The Freedom of a Christian. 
 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Ken Scheck II + 



We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Television: 
WOOD TV 8 
WWMT TV 3 

WXSP TV 
WOTV 4 

 
Radio: 

WBCH 100.1 FM 
WBCK 95.3 FM 

Dear Friends at Grace Lutheran 

Church 

I am so thankful for all the ways you have 

supported the work of Family Promise!  

Your support is making a difference in this 

community.   

Praying that you all are richly blessed this 

Christmas Season… 

Martha Gibbons 

CPR Training: 
A new CPR training class will be held here 

at Grace in February.  It’s time to get 

trained or updated in these valuable       

life-saving skills! 

Friday, February 21st     Noon to 8 pm 

Saturday, February 22nd      9 am to 2 pm 

Contact Kim Domke for details and to     

register for the class. 

“SOUPER”–BOWL SUNDAY  

Sunday, Feb. 2nd, two NFL teams will play for the Vince Lombardi 

Trophy and one team will be crowned as the champion of the 2019 

season.  That same day we will again give every member an        

opportunity to vote for their favorite team as the Outreach       

Committee hosts another Souper Bowl lunch following the 10:45 

worship service.   

Vote for your favorite team by placing a contribution in the soup 

jar of your team or in the “I don’t care who wins” jar.  All donations 

will be forwarded to the ELCA World Hunger Campaign.  See the 

display table in the gathering area.   

There will be a wide variety of soups, 

breads, salads and desserts available 

for lunch provided by the Outreach 

Committee members.   



We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

Pasty Sale will be held on Saturday, March 21st.  

The work sheets and sale sheets are up in the coffee area.   Sign-up 

where/as you are able.   

Cost:        $6.00 Unbaked        $7.00 Baked  

If you have any questions, please contact Joe Longcor at Grace or leave 

a message at 269-623-2348.  Thanks for all each of you do to support 

Grace's works. 

   Blessings...Joe 

Didja Know..? 

 The carpeting project is DONE!  The Children’s Church 

room was the last room to receive the new carpet.  

Okay, okay, the sacristies (the small rooms off the 

front of the worship space) still have the old carpet 

but we were not planning on re-carpeting those   

spaces.  Many thanks to the work crews who helped 

bring the new look to the floors! 

 Grace’s scrapbooks and photo albums have been 

scanned into digital files (the physical photos,         

articles, and other items still exist!) so that we can 

more easily organize these memories and pull        

together slideshows (like we did for the 75th            

Anniversary celebration).  We are working on setting 

up tables of contents for the electronic files to make 

the searching even easier! 

5 Cardinal Rules for Life 

 Make peace with your past so it 
won’t disturb your present. 

 What other people think of you is 
none of your business. 

 Time heals almost everything.  Give 
it time. 

 No one is in charge of your happi-
ness except you. 

 Don’t compare your life to others 
and don’t judge them.  You have no 
idea what their journey is all about. 



We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

President’s Ponderings (Chris Bush) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

I recently re-watched the Frontline program, “From Jesus to Christ – The First Christians.”  In four          

episodes, various theologians discussed the history of Jesus’ time, Paul’s letters to the early Church, why 

the four Gospel-writers of the New Testament related the Good News as each of them did, and the birth 

pangs and growing pains of early Christianity.  I have a companion book that’s the same name as the  

program, written by one of the theologians interviewed, which I’ll dive into again and finish this time (at 

least the bookmark still in the book indicated that I was not quite done). 

 

This educational and spiritual journey has led me to some questions:  when do we “figure it all out?”  

When do we finally have faith and our knowledge of God “right”?  Do we ever get it figured out??  Is there 

someone out there who knows all the answers, because I sure don’t!  I think back to what my faith was 

like back when I was a child, when I was in college, heck, even before I 

watched this program.  It has not been a stationary faith, nor has the journey 

been straight and level.  Rather, my spiritual growth has been dynamic,         

impacted not only by hearing sermons, reading discussions, and watching   

documentaries, but also guided by the Spirit through interactions with others on 

their journeys. I am thankful for the intersections in life, when roads converge 

and even when they diverge, the scenery, the highways and the back roads.     

I am thankful for the journey. 

 

Do you have an artistic eye? 
Pastor  Ken  invites  you  to  be  part  of  the  

Worship Art Design Team. 
This team decorates the sanctuary. 

If you are interested, you can 
contact any Worship 

Committee  
member.  



Military: 
Nieces / nephews of Burdicks 

   Alexis Kelmer  (New Mexico)  

   Dylan Kelmer (Germany) 

   Austin Endsley (New Mexico)  

   Aaron Endsley (California)  

Grandson of Freedlunds  

   Parker Stancil (US Army)  

Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl  

   Kayla & Lance Champaco 

Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements 

 Myrina Crawford 

 Cody Crawford 

Grandson  of Gwen Hansen  

 Brady Rudesill  

Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula 

 LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia ) 

Granddaughter (and husband) of Bev McManaway 

 Brandon Miller (Marines) 

 Stevi Kay Miller (Navy) 

Grandneice of Karen and Bill Halstead 

 Julia Ehredt   (Bahrain) 
 

 

Homebound:  
 
Dave Bolton  Carvath Village, Room 138 
   690 W Main St / Middleville  
 

Dorothy Mayo  Carvath Village, Room 149 B 
 

Vivian Allerding  Thornapple Manor, Room #422 
   2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings   
 
 

Opal Gillons  611 E Woodlawn / Hastings  
   Mallard Pond Apt 217 
 

Ilene Hilson  770 River Rd / Hastings 
 

Jamie Coplin  109 E Grant St / Hastings 
 
Doris Allerding  2122 N M-43 Hwy / Hastings 
 

Joyce Daugherty River Inn Adult Foster Care 
   241 W Grand Ledge Hwy 
   Sunfield MI  48890 
 
Lois VonSeggern 6600 Constitution Blvd/  Apt 712 
   Portage 49024 

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office. 

 

 

Tori Schoessel   2/10 

Jack Vos   2/14 

Liz Markwart   2/15 

Mattea Markwart  2/15 

Donald Granzow  2/15 

Teresa Burdick   2/16 

Joe Longcor   2/19 

Lorraine Freedlund  2/22 

Gale Morway   2/27 

Kate Watson   2/28 

 

 
Mike and Sandy Mikolajczyk  2/20 
Frank and Ann Bolton   2/28 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

Let us love one another,  
for love comes from God.   

Everyone who loves  
has been born of God.   

1 John 4:7 
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Executive Committee: 

President: Chris Bush 
 

Vice President: Margaret Wood 
 

   Secretary:  Shayna Gibbons 
 

       Treasurer: Randy Teegardin 
 

Church Council  

Members/Liaisons 

 

Tom Peck (Small Groups) 

George Lietz (Worship) 

Gary Golnek (Outreach) 

Erin Everly (Congregational Care) 

Angela Pruitt (Children/Youth) 

John Burdick (Property) 

Vickey Argo (Stewardship) 

Bill Freedlund (Social Activities) 

Our Staff: 

Ken Scheck II 
Minister of Word and Sacrament 
pastorken@grace-hastings.org 

 

Cindy Olson,  
Minister of Music 

 
Wendy Kimble 

Parish Administrator 
Mon – Thurs     9AM - 4PM 

parishadmin@ 
grace-hastings.org 

 

Kim Domke,  
Bell Choir Director 

kdomke08@gmail.com 
 

Heather Albright 
Nursery Attendant 

 

Nathan Freedlund,  

Custodian 

 

OUR MINISTERS:   

THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

- Martin Luther 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Grace Lutheran 

Church 
239 E. North Street 
Hastings, MI  49058 

 

Website: 

www.grace-hastings.org 

 

Facebook: 

Grace Lutheran Church– 
ELCA Hastings, MI 

 

Phone: 

269-945-9414 

269-945-2645 
 

Worship Committee: 
gracelutheranworship-
committee@gmail.com 

 

   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
10:45 am 

1st Sunday after Labor Day 
through May @ 10:45 a.m.  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday @ 8:00 am  

and 10:45 am 

 


