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You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lampaglatsbutiodehth&aimpstaht, ar
it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that dm\givengleee wovogobetiagr
heaven. Matthew 5:1416

As | was praying about what | should write about, | thought of the state of Grace Lutheran Church, Hastings, M
Many topics came up from this time of prayer. One of them was our connection to the Evangelical Lutheran Cl
America. | thought surely there is more than our mistrust with the larger church telling us what to do and whe
especially (for now) being a Sanctuary Denomination.

So, | hope with the Sanctuary Denomination statement | have not lost you already. Listed are the five goal
action statement for each goal from the ELCA.

GOAL ONE: A THRIVING CHURCH
A thriving church spreading the gospel and deepening faith for all.

GOAL TWO: AN EQUIPPING CHURCH
A church equipping people for their baptismal vocations in the world and this church.

GOAL THREE: A WELCOMING CHURCH
An inviting and welcoming church that reflects and embraces the diversity of our communities and the g
opportunities that diversity brings.

GOAL FOUR: A VISIBLE CHURCH
A visible church deeply committed to working ecumenically and with other people of faith for justice, pea
reconciliation in communities and around the world.

GOAL FIVE: AWELL -GOVERNED, CONNECTED AND SUSTAINABLE CHURCH
A wellgoverned, connected and sustainable church.

Do these goals sound familiar? They are very similar to goals that have been operating Grace Lutheran Churcl
ti me. There really isnot much difference betwee
America.

The last goal has me worried about our community of faith. We havgoveveid congregation. | know we have
connections, yet almost in every relationship we could use a boost in being Christ one to another. We have br
and we need to support and | ove one another. As |
sustainabl e?6 Ever since | have come to Grace, t
than we have brought in. Of course, we can change this situlaéioe.increased my giving to the ministry here at

Grace Lutheran Church. | ask you to do the sameThe church budget does not have a lot of wiggle rébease

prayerfully consider increasing your gift to the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ here at Grace Lutheran Chul

"Christians live not in themselves, but in Christ and in their neighbo
Otherwise they are not Christians. They live in Christ through faith, in th
neighbor through love."

Martin Luther froniThe Freedom of a Christian

Joseph and his
gpat of many
colors .
Yours in Christ Jesus,

Pastor Ken Scheck Il +
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| am so thankful for all [tid&aWRYE F3UNH A e
supported the work of FalmiBydlROlo hh es!12Y1 Y
Your support is making a |[diff &PB2haciéN] iz N K
community.

Praying that you all are ric:hly'llils;sed t| h

Christmas ¢Season

Martha Gibbons American
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Pasty Sale will be held on Saturday, March 21st.

The work sheets and sale sheets are up in the coffee area. Sigip
where/as you are able.

Cost: $6.00 Unbaked $7.00 Baked

If you have any questions, please contact Joe Longcor at Grace or leave
a message at 269%23-2348. Thanks for all each of you do to support
Grace's works.

Blessings...Joe
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY
I recewdtl yherde t he Fromtbmnedepus dgram,Chkirst 0dhr ifsa
episodes, various theol ogi adtsi ndei,&cPlasutle @ rtshe¢ ohit fifeo
the fouwrGoepsl of the New Testament related thel C
pangs and growing pains of early Ch&i $sthiearmsiatme. nal
progr am, written by one of tid tdh e/l ognitaon sa gianitng ra
|l east the bookmark stild]l in the book indicated { h:
This educational and spiritual j our ney ffhiagsu rlee diojt m
When do we finally have f aiitd@BDandveoewveknagwlteddelfo
someone out there who knows al !t he anrhsiwekr sb,a chkelcta
|l i ke back when | was a <c¢chil d, when | wa s in cdol
watched this program. |t has not been a stati ¢gns:
been straight and |l evel Rat her, my spirituall
i mpacted not only by hearing sermons, reading [ di
documentaries, but also guided by the Spirit thfto
their journeys. I am thankf ul for the intersect|io
and even when they diverge, the scenery, t he hi gl
|l am thankful for the journey.
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