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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 9, 2020 

The season of Epiphany has begun and marks the revelation of the baby Jesus as the Son of God.  The 

Epiphany season, therefore, celebrates the spread of the Good News from its source in the Jewish community 

to all nations on earth.  The color is green, for growth, as Scripture texts explore the mission of the church 

in the world. 

 

 
Pre- Service Music – Welcome/Worship Instructions   
Arise in body or spirit 
 

Gathering Hymn        Gather Us In      ELW 532 (red book) 
 

Greeting 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise      Now the Feast and Celebration       

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Prayer of the Day 

A   Let us pray . . . Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon 

you. 

C By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do and give us the grace and power to do 

them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   
Sit 

First Reading                    Isaiah 58:1-9a 
 Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of 

their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in 

acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
   

L A reading from Isaiah: 
1Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  Announce to my people their 

rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.  2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 

my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance 

of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.  3“Why do 

we fast, but you do not see?  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”  Look, you serve 

your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.  4Look, you fast only to quarrel 

and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will not make your 

voice heard on high.  5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is it to bow down 

the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you call this a fast, a day 

acceptable to the LORD?  6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo 

the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  7Is it not to share 
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your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the 

naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  8Then your light shall break 

forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, 

the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.  9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet, 
C A light to our path.  

 

Psalm 112:1-10 
       1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 

 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 

 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

  and their righteousness will | last forever. 

 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. R 

 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 

 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 

 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 

 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 

 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 

   they will hold up their | head with honor. 

 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 

  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.  R 
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Second Reading                 I Corinthians 2:1-12 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul 

continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity 

involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross.  
 
A A reading from I Corinthians: 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you 

in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and 

him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech 

and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

  6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 

which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; 

for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,  

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

  nor the human heart conceived, 

 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 

the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 

that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now 

we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 

understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  
L  Lord God, your word is a lamp to our feet,  
C  a light to our path. 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

Gospel Verse 
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Gospel Reading                 Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 

world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

  14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven. 

  17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 

but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke 

of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of 

the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom 

of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”  
P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

Message 

Silence for reflection 

Arise in body or spirit 

Song of the Day      Christ, Be Our Light        ELW 715 
 

Kneel or sit as able. 

Prayers   

A  Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

 
A brief silence. 

 

A   Holy God, it is your desire that all people might come to know you intimately. Lead our 

communities into deeper relationship with you. May your church radiate your righteousness 

to all whom we encounter. Guide the faith of our bishops and congregations and all the 

servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants, David and 

Roseanne our synod companion churches, Hope Lutheran, Marlette; Thornapple Valley 

Church, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Radiant God,  
C  let your light shine upon us. 
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A  God of creation, you quench the dry ground, bringing water that sustains life. Satisfy the needs 

of all the earth, so that all living things bear witness to your verdant grace and continue to shout 

your praise. Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  God of glory, during your time here on earth you were crucified by powerful rulers who did 

not understand you. Grant leaders in our day wisdom and discernment, that they may recognize 

you in the lives of the people they serve.  Protect the lives of those who serve in the military:  

Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan 

Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), 

Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and 

Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).     Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A God of justice, you free us from the oppression that binds us and exhort us to serve one another. 

Liberate us from all fear, bigotry, and greed, and set our hearts and minds on love, equality, 

and justice.  Bless those who are hurting or grieving, including  family of Lorraine Altof, Betty 

Baarnart, Gail Benedict, Walter Brown, family of Lydia Cole,  James Colvin, Irene Corr, Kay 

Corrigan, Sue Eifler, Robin Frost, Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Phyllis Hoppe, 

Lee Hoppe, Rene Hoppe, Norma Ludlow, Tom Marlow, Bob Minto, Gale Morway, Corrina 

Palmer, Anna Page, Dick Sass, Carol Starks, George Ulrich Jr., Cheryl Wilke, Betsy 

Wuebbker, Kaylie, Cheri, Vicky, Cameron, and Felix. Provide for all who are in need.   Radiant 

God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages.  From those who 

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old.  We ask you to help us be 

open to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair.  We thank you for our 

interim chair.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  God of life, you reveal your saving love to us through the power of your Spirit. Bless those 

among us who are preparing to encounter your invigorating will in a new way.  Here us now 

as we lift our individual prayers that are spoken aloud or in the silence of our hearts. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  God of all eternity, we give you thanks for the lives of the saints who have pointed us towards 

faithfulness in you. May we trust in your endless mercy and grace.  Radiant God,  

C   let your light shine upon us. 
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P   Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we bring these 

prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Sit  

Offering of Gifts and Music    

Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every  

Sunday morning 

 

 

Arise in body or spirit 

Offering Song     As the Grains of Wheat        ELW 465 
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Offering Prayer 

A  Let us pray . . . God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

C You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 
Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
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P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 

of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Table Prayer 

 
P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

C Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes 

and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 
P   Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith.  Christ has 

died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Congregation: 

P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming.  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P   Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  Let your Word take flesh 

in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Amen.  

Come, Holy Spirit.  Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P   All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P In confidence, let us pray in the words of our Savior gave us: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P  We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light 

and life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
Sit  

 

Lamb of God      
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Light Shone in Darkness         ELW 307 

   Lord, whose Love in Humble Service      ELW 712 

   You Satisfy the Hungry Heart        ELW 484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sending of Communion (if needed) 

A Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:  As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are homebound.  In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 

receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body 

and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 

C   You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we  

tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 
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Arise in body or spirit. 

Blessing 

P   The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and 

the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song         Let Streams of Living Justice      ELW 710 

 

 
  

Dismissal  

A  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Let It Shine 

Luciana’s mother posted a photo on her Facebook page. The image was blurry and a little dark, 

but Luciana’s unmistakable, toothy grin shined brighter than the flame of the baptismal candle on 

the table before her. 

She’s five now, and her candle is lit every year on her baptismal anniversary. The candle burns, 

reminding her that she is a beloved child of God, a holy vessel of an everlasting love. The light of 

God’s joy dances in her eyes and illumines the hearts of her family and our congregation. 

As with every child, difficult days will cloud her bright eyes. Doubts will trouble her mind. 

Moments will come when she feels rejected or not “good enough.” Sadness will shadow her smile 

when loss and disappointments cause her to forget how precious and beautiful she is, and how 

much the world needs the love that shines from her heart. 

When that happens, I hope she lights her candle and remembers who she is. I hope someone is 

there to tell her the truth: “Luciana, you are the light of the world. The love of Jesus shines in 

your heart. So be who you are. Let your light shine, that others may see your good works and give 

thanks to your Father in heaven.” 

Forgetting our identity is our greatest spiritual malady. We too, Luciana’s siblings in Christ, are 

vessels of a great and everlasting love. We need to remember and remind each other of the 

mystery we carry in the depth of our being. This is why we come together, again and again, to 

pray and praise, to share the peace and break bread at the eucharist. 

As we come to bask in the warm light of Christ, may we shine with the light that we are. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am              

Assisting Minister     Randy Teegardin Anna Scheck 

Cantor       Pastor Ken  Vickey Argo  

Lector       Jack Vos Victoria Steadman 

Communion Server   Brenda Teegardin Phyllis Lietz 

Acolyte/Crucifer Mark Anton Lance Ogden 

Usher       John Burdick/ Kay Marsh Ed Domke / Doug Neeb 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Jack and Carol Vos Volunteers 

Children’s Church    ~ Traci Wales 

Table Guild       Vickey Argo & Jane Secor 

Bread Maker       Gwen Hansen 
 

  Next Sunday’s  Worship Leaders, February 16, 2020 

                              8:00 am         10:45 am              

Assisting Minister     Chris Bush Traci Wales 

Cantor       Mark Anton Kate Watson 

Lector       Chris Bush Kristi Winick 

Communion Server   Jan Schreiner Mark Anton 

Acolyte/Crucifer  Lexie Watson 

Usher       Mark Anton Mark Anton / Gary Golnek 

Greeter/Coffee Hr.    Volunteers Bill and Lorraine Freedlund 

Children’s Church    ~ Kate Watson 

Table Guild       Vickey Argo & Jane Secor 

Bread Maker       Gwen Hansen 

Week at a Glance 

Sunday, February 9  Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am 

        Nursery available both services 

       Noisy Offering 

Monday, February 10  Outreach Mtg 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 11  Brothers of Grace 7:00 p.m. 
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Stewardship Information 

Worshippers last week:  85      Weekly Giving:  $7,256.06      Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  

 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Romans today.  Come join us in the conference 

room at 9:30 am. 

 

Noisy Offering collected today for Barry County Cares. 

 

Outreach Mtg. tomorrow at 4:30 pm. 

 

Brothers of Grace meet on Tuesday at 7:00 pm. 

 

Look for the new Mutual Ministry contact list on the bulletin board.  If you have a ministry 

concern, please contact any person on the list. 

 

Nursery Now Available!  Grace now has a Nursery Attendant for your children during both 

worship services.  We are pleased to welcome Heather Albright to our staff for the loving care of 

God’s young ones!  Keep inviting young families to come and share in God’s love. 

 

Did you know?  Youth are going to attend the Youth Gathering 2020-21 in Minnesota.  Fund 

raising will be going on over the next year to financially sponsor them for this important event! 

 

Pasty sales will be back in March, so clean out your freezer and make room for them. Look for 

details as we get closer to March. 

 

February 21st and 22nd AED Training class as well as new CPR classes.  Refresh your lifesaving 

skills or come for the first time.  Contact Kim Domke at 269.908.0024. 

 

Game Night – Be There!  The Social Activities Committee will be hosting Game Night on 

Saturday, February 22nd from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Snacks and beverages will be provided.  You 

are encouraged to bring your favorite board game (or cards).  Everyone is invited – bring friends!  

If you need a ride, just note that on the sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space. 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 26, 2020.  We begin with a meal at 6:00 pm sponsored by the 

Outreach Committee.  There will be soups, salads and desserts.  Proceeds will benefit the CPR, 

First Aid and AED training. 

 

Social Activities Committee is inviting you to come and experience The Little Mermaid on 

March 14, 2020 at 2:00 pm.  

 

 


